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:':"3/2012I0910 Heywood Caravan Park Dunklrk Farm Whal!ey Road Read Lancashlre BBlz 7RR o
: Change of use of Iand for the sntmg of 15 new statlc hollday caravans in place of the storage whtch '. :
il be relocated. i - : S R

Th'e Par:sh Cb(zncul has discussed the above a:'p'nli'c'a:t'ions and has concluded that 'p'.e'rmiISISion o
Rt for | both the developments should be withheld until the footpath along the former rallway
L ':'__-:-__Ime is reopened and that approval should be subject to a 106 agreement

SR access to ;t

The f00tpath alOng’ the form‘er RaiIWay line‘ was used by I0cal peOpIe for'm'any years priorto
the 2001 Outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease when access to it was denied: Numerous -
o representatlons to the County Council from Read Parish Council, Simonstone Parish Councnl
' 'and other orgamsatlons have fa;led to obtam the consent ofthe Land owner to reopen

- The red'u'nda'nt'railwa'y line was protected in the former Burnley district wide planasa.
" suitable route for the Read and Simonstone Bypass which achieved the status of fifthinthe = * -
county’s priority of major road development programmie before the change of government .
in 1997 when the plan was dropped. Following this the track was identified as a part of the
" National Cycleway Route. SUSTRANS and the County Council produced a Plan for .
construction of the Cycleway from Padiham to Great Harwood and is was due to be -
" completed during year 2008-09. The Parish Council was told that there were problems with
" the route but an alternative route would be developed if the access to the Martholme. -
viaduct was not found. The Parish Council was then advised that the landowner had ralsed :
object:ons to the re- opemng of the former railway preventmg the comp!etlon of the funded_ S
scheme : R RS N

a Hence the Pansh Counal request for a 106 Agreement to ensure that thrs part of the _
.~ national Cycleway be completed which will enhance the quallty of cyclmg and walkmg by
~ ‘completing this long distance route. At present the part!y fmlshed Cycleway has falled to




" meet its objectrve to be a facility for resrdents tourlsts and the five local busmesses for safer L
travel for thelr employees : : i : A

It will be'noted that this has been an importan.t" route has been recognised asan important
east to west Lancashire since the Railway was built in 1847 and, more recently, by Burnley

- District Councrl Lancashrre County Council and, addrtronally, Ribble Valley Districtwide Plan -
' polrcy (TS) SR L : . R _

o 'Unfortunately, desplte the objectlon ralsed by the Pansh Councrl Polrcy T5 whrch protected
the track in the Ribble Valley Districtwide Plan has been dropped and the Core Strategy is. -
- now |n the f'nal stages of belng developed and approved i - : :

However, desprte the above hrstory and the topography of the area th|s area is 1mportant
for access to the main routes to the South A666 East Burnley and West M55 and main
motorways to the West It is the easiest route for the construction of a Cycleway/ Hrghway
between the Hyndburn and Burnley built up areas offering a highway route down the
border of the (2 district}?.. The route enters the Ribble Valley at the junction of Blackburn
Road/ Padlham bypass along the rarlway line towards Martholme, where the cycleway
would cross Martholme Vraduct to Jorn the Great Harwood Cycleway :

The Parlsh Councrl has agreed that the Padlham to Srmonstone section of the Cycleway
should be completed up to Slmonstone Lane This Irnk would provide a safe route for
- 'employees (whrch is much needed followmg the accidents to 2 of the British Gold medal
Olymprans) to cycle to work in the major local industrial estates. It would provide a
' 'sustamable, carbon frrendly, green route for them to use and assist employers in
developrng therr Travel to Work Strategy whrch they are oblrged to provide for any new
: development they wrsh to seek plannlng permfssron for OEEREEE

FR 'The Core Strategy:has identified the southem area Whalley Barrow and Cl:theroe as the

' major deve!opment areas of Rrbble Valley and it is onfy a matter of time that a route to the
South must be developed Thls route, avmdmg the main settlements of Read and

' Slmonstone will be recognrsed as a major contribution towards’ meeting the economic:
'development of the mdustrral areas who employ Rrbble Valley resrdents

Srmonstone Parrsh C‘ounal requests that the above plannlng apphcatrons should be
subjected to a section 106 Agreement to secure access to the Cycleway Route as proposed

on the NATIONAL CYCLEWAY ROUTE in addition to enabling the reopening of the footpath o
' along the track and their development at the earliest opportunity. o

' Wrsh;ng you every SUCCess:

Yours faithfully -

IRHirst
" Clerk to the Parish Council -




