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Dear Mr Thorpe

Plannmg consu[tatron Applrcatron fo change condition 3 of planning applscatlon 3/2010/01 13p to
to. be changed to mcorporate revrsed proposals for sycamore tree reference T21 to be removed
Locatlon Land adjacent to Whalley Road Sabden Lancashrre i -: S e

Thank you for your consultatron dated and recerved by Natural England on8 February 2013

Naturat England rs a non—departmenta! publlc body Our statutory purpose |s to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benef‘ t of present and future generataons
thereby contnbutrng to susta:nable development o :

From the information provrded with this application, it does not appear to fall within the scope of the
consultations that Natural England would routinely comment on. The lack of specific comment from
Natural England should not be interpreted as a statement that there are no impacts on the natural
environment, but only that the application is not likely to result in significant impacts on statutory
designated sites, landscapes or species. It is for the local authority fo determine whether or not this
application is consistent with national or local policies on biodiversity and landscape and other bodies
and individuals may be able to help the Local Planning Authority {LPA) to fully take account of the
environmental value of this site in the decision making process, L.PAs should seek the views of their
own ecologists when determining the environmental impacts of this development.

We would, in any event, expect the LPA to assess and consider the possible impacts resultlng from this
proposal on the following issues when determining this application:

Protected species

If the LPA is aware of, or representations from other parties highlight the possible presence of a
protected or Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species on the site, the authority should request survey
information from the applicant before determining the application. The Government has provided
advice’ on BAP and protected species and their consideration in the planning system.

Natural Engiand Standing Advice is available on our website to help local planning authorities better
understand the impact of this particular development on protected or BAP species shouid they be
identified as an issue at particular developments. This also sets out when, following receipt of survey
information, the authority should undertake further consultation with Natural England.

Local wildlife sites

' Paragraph 98 and 99 of ODPM Circular 06/2005
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If the proposal site could result in an impact on a Local Site?, Local Nature Reserve (LNR) or priority
habitat the authority should ensure it has sufficient information to fully understand the impact of the
proposal on the local site before it determines the application, ensuring that it does so in conformity
with the wording of paragraph 168 of the National Planning Policy Framework. For further information
on Local Sites, your authority should seek views from your ecologist, or the Local Sites deSIgnatlon
body in your area.

Biodiversity enhancements R

This application may provide opportunities to incorporate features into the deS|gn whlch are beneficial
to wildlife, such as the incorporation of roosting opportunities for bats or the instailation of bird nest
boxes. The authority should consider securing measures to enhance the biodiversity of the site from
the applicant, if it is minded to grant permission for this application. This is in accordance with
Paragraph 118 of the NPPF. Additionally, we would draw your attention to Section 40 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (2008) which states that 'Every public authorify must, in
exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions,
to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of the same Act also states that 'conserving
biodiversity includes, in refation to a living organism or type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a
population or habitat’,

Local Landscape s e

This proposal does not appéar to be either located within, or within the sett:ng of any naﬂonally
deésignated landscape. All proposals however should complement and where possible enhance local
distinctiveness and be guided by your Authority’s fandscape character assessment where available,
and the pol:cies profecting Iandscape character in your local plan or development framework.

Should the proposal be amended in a way which sngmﬂcanﬂy affects its impact on the natural
environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural Commumtles Act
2006, Natural England should be consuited again.

Yours sincerely

Annmane Williams _
Customer Service Consultatlon Team

2 As defined in the DEFRA Local Sites guidance
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