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1.0 SUMMARY

1 1" Haycock ancI Iay Assocmtes were comm:ssmned I:-y Gnmb't!deston Farm Trustees on
25" Novembe: 2010 to undertake a Desk Study and Phase 1 habitat and bat scoping
survey on land adjacent to 110 Preston Road, Longridge, Preston, Lancashire This site
is also referved to as fand adjacent to Grimbatdeston Farm.

N 12 T’ﬁe SI.IIIIVSSY :ccorded thefoilowmg h&bltats, o
"+ Poor semi-improved guassland
'« Semi-impioved neuhial grassland -
I  -' . Tall ruderal vegetation -

. Continuous scrub

¢ Bars ground |
" Native, species. poo: hedgezow

¢ Broad-leaved trees

. Ditches (both dry and wel). 8

. Pond

L3 20 3 3 9 7P

» Post and rail fence

13 Habitat suitable for the following prot'e:cted spéciés was idehti:ﬁedi_- o
e Greatcrested newt
& Bats"' .
‘s Badger -

140 UK Bmdwersxty Action Pl'm (BAP) and Lan(:'lsh!re BAP p1 mnly spemes aud mher
species of conservation concetn weic also considered, and habitat suitable for a range
of UK BAP and Lancashire BAP priorily bird species was identified, as well as hab:lat_ "
capable of supporting brown hare and hedgchog o

I3 Thé'récommendatioﬁs sét out below aim to ensure' that the development is compliant
with legislation and planning policy with respect to- hedgerows, ponds, breeding birds

and UK BAP priority species

L 16 As there is also habitat on site that is suitable for great crested newt, bats, and badger,
further surveys are recommended to determine whether these species would be affected
by the development.

" Haycock and Jay Associates =
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Main Recornmendations

17

19

1841

The fot!ownng measures are lecommended lo ensure the deveiopment comphes wuth
reievam biodiversity legistation and poi:cy T

+ * Hedgerows and niatufe irees be retained within any development
plans as far as is possible, with an appropriate Jevel of erhancement

as mitigation for any negalive impacts acctuing due to
development; - :

. Retention of the watcrbody and d:tches,' and

) Any necessary clearance of trees and shmbs shouid be undertaken ST
outside the bird bieeding season (site cleatance shoulti be_ SR

undertaken iu the period August to February mc!uswe)

Hab:tat enhancement within any development is recommended An axnmple of sultab!e,j EETE s
habitat enhancement would be the exclusion of grazing animals from hedgemw H] and. .j o
ditch to allow the hedgerow to grow from the base and allow hedge bottom specles to. : SNE
flourish The thicker hedge with sheltered base will provide enhanced habitat fm__é. o
breeding birds, and hedge bottom habitat suitable for grey pattndge. brown ham and':'__' Sl

hedgehog (ail UK BAP pnouty spec:les extant in the locahty)

Further mitigation ot Inb:lat enhancement m'\y be nccessary dependmg on thc n:suhs S

of further protected specuas suwey

Recommendedf_,_ @g{ﬂ[\_/@ﬁi-_ )

The following protected species suivey is recommended; =

o Grent crested newt survey on the waterbody within the site, ditches
holding water and adjacent water bodies if access can be ananged.

o If any of the tees identified as having low o medium bat roost
potential will be tmpacted upon by the proposed development, then

thess tiees should be subject to activity and emergence sutvey to
ascertain usage and allow mitigation to be planned.

e« If the integrity of hedgerows is likely to be impacted upon by the
proposed development, then these should be subject to bat activity

sutvey to ascertain usage for foraging and commuting allowing any
necessary mitigation to be pIanned

. Badcrer survey three months priot to any dcve}opmem activity is
recommended {o allow any necessary licensed works to take place it

the site is in use by badger

" Haycock and Jay Associates -
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2 0 !NTHODUCTiON

'2.1' ' Haycock and Iay Assnc:ates were commlssnoncd by Gr :mb'lldcqton Farm 'Iruszees on

' 25'“ Novembei' 2010 to ndertake a Desk Study and Phase 1 habitat and bat scoping .~
 survey on land adjacent to 110 Preston Road, Longiidge, Preston, Lancashite This site
is also referred to as land adjacent 1o Grimbaldeston Farm -

23 The sie cncompasses approximately 2 Sha centied on National Grid Reference;

SD&00361, Iying i'nimcdimcfy south ot'the'vil!age of Longiidge.

23 The comﬂnssmn compuses the foliowmg, : :

* Desk s:udy -1 senmh fm records of plotectcd ‘species, UK BAP o

species and other 1are or scarce species which have been recorded” .
within 1km of the site, and a seaich for protected sites w:thm 2km A

which may be impacted upon by the proposals;

e Phase 1 habitat survey and bat scoping survey - This suivey maps.:; SRR RPN

all habitats on site and 1ecords habitat suitable for pmlected speczes_'- s
including bats; . :

. 'Repoxt to include summ’uy. mcthod site descnptton, and an"_'._ '

and :
e Mﬂppmg a Phase I habltal p!an of he site will be ploduced

24 This repott is submitted in fulfilment of the above commission, ~ -
C 25 leltaﬁons N

251 It is acknowledged that the smvey was undemken ata sub—optuml time for Phase 1

habitat suivey, however, as an initial survey to map habitats and potential habitat for
pl'ptECted species, the study is regarded as fit for putpose.

252 I'lie'spécies'dat'a' coflated durfhg the désk'study is matnly detived fiom records

submitted by members of the public and ad hoc sutveys undertaken by volunteers. . .
Therefore, it should not be taken as a definitive list of the protected species and other.
species of conservation concetn that occur in the locality. C

Haycock and Jay Assoclates -

S3. o gweoot
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

31 Data search

310 The stady area encompassed all land within 2km of the site. Records of protected
species, UK BAP species and rare or scarce species were sought Sites receiving.

statutory protection were also recorded, and information regarding Local Wildlife
Sites was also considered Lancashire Environmental Records Network was consulied
as it is the collection, storage and access hub for environmental data in the county.

312 Inaddition, published data was cidns&lt"ed inclildiﬁg the foﬂowing:‘. -

¢ The Mult- Agency Geognp!ucal !nformat:on for the (‘oulmysrde R

(MAGIC);, -
. National Biodiveisity Nét'wbrk Galeway; and
«  Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan.

32 Field survey |

321 The suivey area is shown on Figure 1 A Phase | habitat survey (JNCC, 1993) was - -
conducted throughout the survey area Phase | habitat survey is a standard teclmiq’dé- [
for obtaining baseline ecological information over large areas. It is primasily’ a o
mapping technique and uses a stnndard set of habitat definitions for classifying areas- TR

of land on the basis of the vegelauon present B

322 The domi'nant and re'ndily iden{ifi{éd 'species of higliér ﬁlént and biybpﬁ&le species
from each habitat type within the survey area were recorded.

323  Incidental records of fauna were also made durihg the'sur"vey and the habitats
identified were evaluated for their potential to support protected species and other
species of conservation concern, including Biodiversity Action Plan Priority species.
However, no specific faunal surveys were undéitaken,

324 The silx'vey was conducted on 9" December 2010; the weather was sunny, dry and
still The ground was frozen in pasts, but recent snow had cleared

' Haycock and Jay'A:ss'bc'_E#_iégﬁ'__-_:"'__' L
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' '40 DESK srunv nssuus . .

e

L "'4 1.' | Protected Sﬁes B | :-_ S '_

'Ihete 'uc no statutm y desrgnaled sies wsthm 2km of the deveiopment

._: ' (BHS}, which is approximately 25m to the east of the site (on the other side of -
' Preston Road) 'Ihe citation for Alston Reservoirs BHS is attached at Appendix I

i 4 2 Bmdivers:ty Action Plan Habltats

| 4,2‘11

Two areas of UK Blodwelsuy Actlon Plan pr:onty habitat ate present w:lhm Ikm of

| JWPOOL
December 2010 - -

Nlne LocaI Wlldhfe Sntes were located within ka of the sue, w:th one wuhm the
- zong of mfluencc for the site. This is Alston Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site

the site; namely a traditional orchard at SD599369, and [Lowland Meadow 1ssocnted ' n

‘with Alston RESEWCHTS BHS

43 Protecled Spec:es and Other Specles of Conservation Concem

431

Protected species and species of consew'mon concen ldenuhed dunno the desk study

are summarised in Table | below. A full list of data received is attached at Appendm
: 3
Tabie 1 Dala searcla summar y
_ Taxon HR WCA BAP I Sample
Taxon Latin | Common Sch 2 | Schi, | Other A Spatial
Name Name ord 50r8 | . Date / Notes - Reference | Source
Alauda : UK BAP, o
arvensis: Skylark LBAP, Red 1998 SD630D LERN
i LBAP, Alston Reservoirs | :
Anas acuia Pintail Ambei {1980) Spe11362 | LERN
Anas - _ LBAP, Alston Reservalrs o
penelope Widgeon Amber {1990) 50605360 | LEBN
Anas S Alston Reservoir S 3
platvrhynchos | Maliard Amber (2006) SDB036 LERN
Anthus LBAP, o
pratensis Meadow Pipit Amber 2000 _ Spe3C . | LERN
: LBAP, Alston Reservoirs | ... . |
Aythya ferina_| Pochard Amber {1990) $D605360 | LERN
Aythya _ Alston Reservoirs .
fuligula: Tufted Duck Amber {1990) SDe11382 | LERN
Bucephala . _ LBAP, Alston Reservoirs s
clanguia Goldenaye Amber: {1990} SD611362 | LEBN
Carduelis UK BAP,
cannahing Linnet I.BAP, Red | 1999 SDB3C LERN

| 'Héyénck'ahd.:J:aﬁ"A's::sbéiét'és -
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Taxon HR WCA | BAP/ Sample
Taxon Latin | Common Sch2 [ Schil, [ Other Spatial _
Name Name org Sorg s Date / Notes Reference | Source
Charadrius Little Ringed Alston Reservolr _
dubius. - - Piover LBAP (2008} . .. - SD6036 LERN
Charadrius L LBAF, Alston Reservoir |
hiaticula Ringad Plover Amber {2006} - .- SDB036 LERN
Cuculus e UK BAP, R _
canorus . Cuckoo - EBAP, Red [ 2000 ... §D63C LERN
Delichon L LBAP, Aiston Reservolr | . _
urblca . House Marlin Amber . {2006). .. SD6036 | LERN {
L _ Recorded in 10km | f
L LT - AR square; at Button
Emberiza R L UK BAP, Hall in 2009 (Bkm - | [
citronelffa | Yellowhammer | LBAP, Hed | distant}, .. SD&3 NBN L. 1
Falco UK BAP, Recorded 8Ds53 / . '
tinnuncuius i Kestrel LBAP, Red | throughout area SD63 NBN ¢+ .
Gaflinago ST LBAP, Alston Reservolrs | - - o I
gailinago Snipe ' Amber. - | (1990) 50511362 | LERN Hi
Haemalopus e - LBAP, Alston Ressrvoir o -
oslralegus Qystercalcher : Amber .. | (2008) SD6036 LERN [ |
Hirundo o LBAP, —— B TR .
rustica - Swallow Amber ... | 1998 SDE3IC LERN.
Larus : UK BAP, . - [ Alston Reservoirs AU B U
| argentaius Herring Gull : LBAP, Red | {(1990) _ 50611362 | LERN | - ! D E
. o Alston Reservolrs | ... - | T
Larus canus | Commen Guil Amber {1990). : SDe11362 | LERN | - .
- Lesser Black- LBAP, Alston Reservoirs o S . I
Larus fuscus | Racked Gull b | Amber {1990 SD611362 | LERN sl
tarus .. Great Black- . | LBAP, Alston Reservolrs |0 ¢ R
marinus: Backed Gull - _. | Amber {1980). : 5D606382 | LERN
Larus " | Black-Headed LBAP, Alston Heservoirs . o
ridibundus Gull Amber (1990} SD611362 | LERN
Lepus _ UK BAP, S o
eurgpasus BroonHare | | LBAP . 2000 SD6034 LERN
S Protection '
S of Badgers | Leeces Wood, o :
Meles meles | Badger Act 1992 Hothersall 1974 SD63C NBN
. UK BAP, .
Numenius _ LBAP, L i .
arquata Curlew Amber 1989 SDS3C LERN
Grimsargh o
Nyctalus UK BAP, Reservoirs (2009) |-
noclula Nociule Yes Yes | LBAP >1km from site. 80890346 | LERN
Parus : A
palustis Marsh Tit LBAP, Red | 2000 SD63C LERN
Passer UK BAR, :
domesticus House Sparrow LBAP, Red | 1999 SD63C LERN
. Five records in -
Passer UK BAP, adjacent estalein | SD53/ N
domesticus House Sparrow LBAP, Red | 2009 SDe63 NBN
Passer LBAP, UK | Recorded in 10km | SD53/ 5
monianus Tree sparrow BAP, Red square. 8D63 NBN
UK BAP, ,
LBAP, Recorded SD53 ¢/ :
Perdix perdix | Grey partridge Amber throughout area 5D83 NBN
. Haycock and Jay Assoclates. . - -~ - . ;
{
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Taxon.. HR. WCA | BAP/ Sample
Taxon Latin “Common . | Sch2 | Schi, | Other: T Spatial -
Name Name: >~ |or4 [Bor8f - Date/ Notes Reference { Source
Pmiomachus RO IR SRV § S Alston Reservoirs
_Q_gnax R B L SRR LBAP, Red | (19808 $p811362 | LEAN
Phyfiascopds SRR LBAP, o
rrochiius Willew Warbler Ambaer 1999 SD63c LERN
Green - . .
Pfcus wrrd;s Woodpecker. Amber 1999 . 50630 LERN
i Higher College
Ptpf'sirellus AR : o Farm, record from
pipistrellus Pipistrefle Yes Yes LBAP 1988 SD619371 { LERN
Pipistrelius EEREENIT : Lower Lane,
pinisirelius Pipisirelle - Yes Yes LBAP record from 1989 50609370 | LEBN
UK BAP,
Pruneila L LBAP,
modularis Dunnock: Amber 1999 SD63C LERN
3records in
UK BAF, adjacent estate in
Prunelia AR LBAP, 2009 great garden | SD53/
modularis Dunnock Amber bird waich, | 8D63 NBN |
UK BAP,
Pyrrhuta _ LBAP, Recerded In 10km | SD83/ :
pyrrhula Bullfinch Amber square in 2009. SDB3 NBN
Regulus _
| reguius Goldcrest Amber 2000 SDE3IC LERN
Sturnus UK BAP,
vuigaris Starling LBAP, Aed | 1999 SDE3Ic LERBN
Syhvia ‘
comemunis Whitethroat Amber 1998 SD83C | LERN
Tringa LBAP, Alston Reservoir
folanyus Redshank Amber {2006) SD6036 LERN
Breeding
poputation
BT L recorded In 2003
Triturus Great Crested LBAP & UK | Pond 1200m frem | SD6138
cHistatus Newt Yes Yes BAP site. 3585 LERN
SRTE Breeding
population
RSN : recorded in 2003,
Tritlrus Great Crested LBAP & UK | Pond 1128m from | SD6131
oristatus Newt Yes Yes BAFP site. 3504 LERN
Breeding
population
L recorded in 2003
Triturus Great Grested LBAP & UK | Pond 880m from SDe115
crisiaius Newt Yes | Yes BAP site. 3588 LERN
' Breeding
population
: ' recorded in 2003.
Triturus Great Crested LBAP & UK | Pond 386m from SDE047 .
crisiatus Newt Yes Yés BAP. she. . . 3575 LERN
Adults racorded in
Triturus Great Crested : LBAP & UK | 2003. Pond 1092m | SDG115 B
cristatus MNewt Yes Yes BAP . from site. 3556 LERN
Turdus UK BAP, L
philomelos Song Thrush LBAP, Red | 2000 sSDe3C LERN

‘Haycock and Jay As'sﬁéliatés:. _. S
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Sainple .

Texon HR WCA | BAR/
Taxon Latin | Common Sch2 { Schl, | Other Spatial. |
Name Nama ord Sor8 Date / Nates Reference | Source
Turdus _ UK BAP, Recorded in 8D53 / o
phitormelos Song Thrush LBAP, Red | Longridge in 2009. | SD63 NBN
Turdus
viscivarts Mistte Thrush Amber 1999 SDe3C LERN
Vanelus _ UK BAPR, Alston Reservolir
vanellus Lapwing LBAP, Red | (2006} 8D6036 LERN |

* Abbieviations; LBAP - Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan

UK BAP - United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan’
Red - Birds of Conservation Concern - Red list
Amber - Birds of Conservation Concern - Amber list
LERN - Lancashite Environmental Records Network
NBN -- National Biodiversity Network .
HR = Conservation (Habitats &c) Regulations 1994, as amended |
WCA = Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended '

Haycock and Jay kesddlaiés: SR .
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' 5 0 PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY RESULT

'511

Slte descripﬂon

The site extends to appmxlmately 2.5ha and is suuated directly south of I.ougz idge.
The eastern boundary is formed by Pieston Road. To the south and south-west is

" Grimbaideston Farm and stone storage arcas which gives way to a pastuie with

" hedgerows and standard trees. T'o the north is 2 housing estate of relatively recent

512

513

515

516

Cordgins o

' Habitats are mapped 611.'F'i'gt'ne I Please note that as the site 'l:;oﬁnclm},'r is defined by a.

thick line, boundary features are oceasionally mapped outside the boundary, although
they do actually occut on the boundary.

The site itself consists mainly of species poor semi-improved geassiand which is used
as pasture for horses and sheep. Boundaiies ave formed by native hedgerows with
standard trees, mainly ash. In the centie of the site is a modern stable block which
was occupied by horses at the time of the survey. Various piles of stone and soil are

* December 2010°

o 303@

-

associated. with the stable area along with farm machinery and evidence of other

activities consistent with horse husbandty The stabie area has dense scrub within it,

and it is likely that the immediale area once formed an orchard as damson, apple -md'

pear lrees were recorded.

Both dry and wet ditches are present associated with hedgerows, and there is 2 small -

pond.

South of the entance fiom Preston Road habitats ate disturbed and appear
unmanaged with coaese grassland {recorded as semi-improved neatral grassiand)

giving way o tall ruderal vegetation and bramble sctub A number of substantial

broad-leaved trees line the road, and new broad-leaved irees have also been planted
along the road.

To the noith of the entiance, grassland along Preston Roud appeats to have formed on
a borrow pit, possibly dug when Alston Reservoils were being built. This grassland
represents semi-improved neulial grassland, although forbs are scarce. In the south
east corner of the ficld (immediately noith of the entrance to Preston Road) is a
fenced area where soil has been tipped in recent times Ihis suppoils unmanaged

coarse grassland.

Main habitats are deseribed in detail below.

H.ayéoi:k'a.n"d. Jay ASébéiates_ .
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52 Poor semi-improved ggass!and

521 -

522

523

524

The majority of the site is dominated by heavily grazed grassland pastured by horses,
with sheep in the western field at the time of the survey.

In the western field the sward is dominated by perennial rye-grass Lolim perenne,
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and cock’s-foot Dacrylis glomerata. Foibs are
represented by occasional cieeping buttercup Ranunculus repens and broad-leaved
dock Ruwmea obmusifolius with marsh thistle Cirsiwn palustre thinly distributed in

damp spots

The majority of the eastern field is similarly species poor, although common bent
Agrastis capiflaris and crested dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus are meferential in the
sward. Forbs continuz to be scaice tlmoughow, although pointed spear-moss
Calfiergonella cuspidata is locally abundant where drainage is poor.

The spoor semi-improved giassland on the site is consistent with National Vegetation
Classification (NVC) MG86 Lolinm perenne — Cynosurus cristatus grassland (Rodwell
1992).

5,3 Semi-improved neutral grassiand

531

532

533

To the south and north of the entrance from Preston Road are areas of semi-improved
nevna! grossiand These consist of unmanaged stands of conrse grasses having most
affinity with MG Arrhenathernm elatius grassland (Rodwell 1992)

The area to the north appears to be tipped matetial which has subsequently been

~ colonised by false oat-grass Arrhenathenom elatius, common couch Elytrigia repens,

cock's-foot, and Yorkshire fog Large forbs indicative of disturbance in the recent
past and ewtrophication are present, including cresping thistle Cirsium arvense,
broad-leaved dock, hedge bindweed Calystegia sepimm, common nettle Urtica divica,
goosegtass Galilun aparine and great willowherb Epilobitun hirsution. Species are

also present which ate likely to have been brought in with imported material, for

example pendulous sedge Carex pendida, comfiey Symphytum officinale and a small
cotoneaster Coroneaster sp bush is present. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. is also
present and it is likely that if no management takes place the area will become

bramble sciub

Semi-improved neutial grassland to the south of the entranceway appeats moie
natural, and coarse grasses are less exuberant allowing ribwort plantain Plantago
lanceolata, Timothy Phleum pratense and common bent to thiive. Creeping thistle is
prevalent in laige areas, and if unmanaged the habitat is likely to become dominated

by 1all 1ruderal vegetation

Haycock and Jay Associates
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| '5 3 4 Semz :mpmved neutm! gra.ssland a!so oceuts in the eastem pmt of the eastern t:eid S

' 'This land appeans to have been excavated at one time to create a low depression ’Ihe
sward is dominated by crested dog’s-taif, common bent and Yotkshire fog, a!lhough

' 'pexenmal rye-grass also occurs Forbs are not piominent in the close grazed sward.
Whilst pe:ennial'sye'-'g'uiss is spmsely distibuted, the giassland is considered to have -
most aff’ mlyl wnh MG6 Lolium perenne — Cynosurus cristatus grassland Ll

54 ‘.Nat'ivs..-,' speclespoorhedgerows 3 2 O ? 3 G 3 D 7 P

541 Spec:es poor hedgerows dommated by hawlhom Cmmegus monogyna characterise
and define the site. Hedgerows have been labetied H1 to H5 on Figure | to facilitate
description. Staud:ud trees witlin hedgemws are described further in snbsequent '

sections.

S42 Hedgetow H] fmms the south«westem bouudmy of the site, con:usung 'almasl.
* ‘entirely of hawthoin with one holly Hex aquifolim noted. The hedgerow is open 1o
grazing animals, and it no longer forms a stock- proof batier being rather gappy and_

sparse below the browse ling. Three ash Fraximts excelsior are present. A ditch (diy

at the time of the survey) 1uns along HI

543 Hedgemw Hlisa substam:al hedgcmw separatmg lhe twa fields. The hedgerow |s._'-
dominated by blackthor Prumus spinosa and hawthorn, with holly, dog rose Rosa. .
canina, ivy Hedera helix, bramble and bittersweet Sotanum dulcamara. Grazing
“animals aré fenced out from the hedgerow on both sides, and consequently a. '
relatively diverse groundflora was apparent at the time of the suivey including red -
campion -Silene divica, self heal Prunella vulgaris, wood avens Gewm urbanim,. -
common figwort Scrophularia nodosd, common netile and broad-leaved dock, There
is a ditch associated with this hedgerow which held water at the time of the suwey "
Associated with the ditch is wet prassiand featuring Yorkshire fog, soft 1ush Tincis
effitsus, marsh thistle and reed canary-giass Phalaris arundinacea. 12 continues to
the west of the stable to the track, and has Uwee large standards, two ash and an

English oak Querctis rabm

544 Hcdgemw H3 fotms a boundary between the gastern ﬁe!d and the stable area. Ilns ts'
an unmanaged hedgetow dominated by hawthom with ash standards and ivy. Wﬂlow

Salix sp also occur.

545 Hedgerow H4 defines the northern boundary of the site and is a well-managed
hawthorn edge with occasional holly. There are three field maple Acer mmpeme and_
st&ndard Enghsh oak and ash. : S

546 Hedgerow Hiisa managed hedge dommaled by hawlhom in the south of lhc szte, _ R

with holly, elder Sambucus nigra and bramble.

" Haycock and Jay Assoclates . .
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55 Waterbodies
551 In addition to the ditches nssociated with hedgerows, there was one waterbody
associated with the ditch along H2. This is a small pond with brooklime Veronica

beccabimga and remote sedge Carex remora, indicating a semz—pet manent water body
capable of suppomng breedmg amph'blans :

552 ' Pdhds ﬁre abtindai'!_f i'nf:,'thé siltrou'ndiﬂg CO““‘[YSEdé' and  field pond ocours some
"7 60im to the south-west of the site

/5.6 Continuous natlve scrub -

561 Continuous native scrub ocewrs in two focations on the site.

562 South of the stable is a thicket consisting of biackthorn, hawthoin, eldet, ash and
bramble. Of particular interest is the occurrence of damson trees Prumis domesticus .
ssp insitia and an old pear tree Pyrus communis nd apple Malus pumila md!catmg'f: ::_ i
that this may once have been an orchard The ground flora reflects the dense canopy'f RS E
with a good covering of common feather moss Kindbergia praelonga with wood-' : _
avens and ivy, In the south of this sciub area is a large clonal patch of dog s mcmu:y L

Mercurialis peremns

56.3 Along the track in the south of lhe site are a number of p:les of stone and othe: debt s

affording potential h:bemaung and resting sites lor mnphibmns

564 Tuither Sm"ub'occm's in the s’o'uth'-éasf éf (he site whéré bi:imbté is colonising foimer
ccarse grassland and tall iuderal vegetation.

57 Scattered scrub -
571 Scattered scrub is limited in disttibution on this site confined to ungrazed areas along
the tiack, and on the ecastern boundmy along the road in the south of the site
associated with large planted broad-leaved tiees -

.5.18 Tali rudera .\'J.egétation :

581 Talt ruderal vegetation occuis in the south cast of the site and creeping thistle
dominates. Rosebay willowhetb Chamerion angustifolium, broad-leaved dock and
hogweed Heracleum sphondylium also ocow with coarse grasses such as false oat-
giass, common couch and tufted hai-grass Deschampsia cespitosa

582  This habitat is likcly derived from coarse grasstand and is a precursor to invasion by
bramble and other scrub.

‘Haycock and Jay Assoclates SR
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--_7_:;’"'59 Broad-leaved trees

591 'Mature htoad-leaved trees were recorded as standa:ds in the hedgcrows and along

R " 'Presmn Road in the south east of the site where they form a screen belween Preston
" Road and Grimbaldeston Farm

599" Ash are the most common standard tree, with fourteen being mapped Other mature.

" broadieaves include English oak and sycamore. Planted broad-leaves inciude field
" maple in the north, and rowan Sorbus aweuparia, silver birch Berula pendula and -
beech Fegus sylvatica in the south east No conifers were recorded .

593 Notable tress are mapped on anure i and Tisted in the protecled ‘EPECIES secuou': s Vel

below

.5.10 Bui.!ding.' L 3 2 O 3 03 D 7 P

5.10.1 One building is present which consists of a modern, purpose built stable fm two o: S _-
three horses. The roof is made of metal sheeting with no appatent cavity or foof void - _' S B

5102 Associated with the building are soil and rubble piles, manure and va'liéu"s'pm.'ked_ :'_:
tmachines. [

541 Fauna records

5.11.1 Whilst no formal survcy.foz'.fau'na ivas'undcﬂakcn, the fdl[owing species weie noted

during the survey;

“Table2 - Incidental fauna records |

Species . - -. Common name Notes

Vanellus vanellus Lapwing On eastern field,

Strnus vilgaris Statling Small feeding flock on
S - castern field,

Troglodytes troglodyres Wren Associated with hedgerow

Associated with hedgerow

Erithacus rubecula Robin
“Tiirdus merila Blackbird Associated with hedgerow
Paries major- - (ireat til Associated with hedgerow
Passer domesticus House sparrow Associated with hedgerow
Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch In continucus sciub ncar
g stable.

Falco tinnunculus Kestrel Hunting in unmanaged

' grassland.

Haycock and Jay 'Aés'o.cfatés':
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6.0 POTENTIAL HABITAT FOR PROTECTED SPECIES AND SPECIES OFZ oo
CONSERVATION CONCERN | g

64 Great crested newt

611 Gneat crésted'néwt Trifuiu.’s crisratus are known to be common and widespread in this i
part of Lancashire, with the frequent field ponds (detived from marl pits) throughout ':
the landscape affording good breeding habitat, A breeding population was recorded
386m away in 2003 forming the eastern-most pond of a metapopulation,

612 As the pastoral landscape with field ponds extends westwards from this population, it.
is likely that great crested newt are present in terrestrial habitat and may breed in lhe '
pond on site.. : S

643 The waterbody is small 'md possibly dries out on occasion, makmg lt potentlal_-'_'.-."-_:
brecding habitat for gieat crested newt Additionally these is well-structured telresmal“.:-._'-_' S
habitat in the form of rough giassland and hedge bottoms Of particular note are the_-_'_i s
piles of stone along the hedge hottom in the south west of the sue 'I‘hns prowd’es pty
suitable hibernation and resting habitat for great crested newt. ' e

6.2 Bats

621 A good number of matuie trees occm on site, and hedgemws prov:de potcnual" :
commuting and foraging hahitat : oy Lol

622 Trees were surveyed using a scoping field sutvey methodology based on Bat Sutveys-
Good Practice Guidelines (Bat Conservation Tiust, 2007). The smvey assessed the
suitability of each tree for bat presence by looking at girth, tree species, presence of
fissures and cavities and environmental faclms :

623 Each fiee was Categorised in the fiéid 'aéCOrding to its suitability for sflpportiﬂg
roosting bats in summer, the breeding period, transitionally and in winter The level
of potential is defined by the presence of suitable toosting features together with the '
locality, environmental conditions, age and proximity to suitable bat fomgmg hab:tat
The categories of potential me defined below: S

e Negligible: no or very slight potential to support roosting bats.

. Low: some hnt potential however only for very low numbers of
transitory bais.

. Medium: several potemié! roosting cavities suitable for summer
roosting and tzansitmy bats.

. High: many suitable cavilies with sustab!e cnv:ronmemai-
chavacteristics for largar roosts and maternity roosts :

Haycock and Jay Assoclates
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LT 624 Trees assessed are detailed in Table 3 below; trees are mapped on Figme 1. =
LU0 Table 3 - Bat Scoping Survey:
Potential roost Habitat notes Bat roost
features : potential
vy, ot holes On good hedgetow Low
Ivy, rot holes On good hedgerow, Low
o - : sheltered foraging nearby. ]
A3 | Ash Tvy, rot holes and In sciub thicket Medium
e splits
A4 § Ash vy, cavities Group of thiee ash Low
A5 | Ash Cavities and 1ot On hedgerow Low
liolgs..
A6 | Ash Few cavities. On hedgerow. Negligible,
A7 | Ash Cavities present. On hedgerow near houses. | Low
A8 | Ash Noivy, few By Preston Road. Negligible. { -
cavities. ' . L
AS | Ash Ivy, cavities and rot | Mature specimen near Medium
holes. sheltered foraging habitat |
and buildings. L
AlQ | Ash Lots of ivy. Mature specimen near Medium
sheltered foraging habitat
and buildings.
All | Ash Few cavities On hedgerow, though Negligible
exposed. B
Al2 | Ash Few cavities On hedgerow, though Negligible
exposed.
Al3 | Ash Few cavities, no On hedgerow, though Low
ivy. . exposed,
Ald | Ash No cavities On post and rail fence. Negligible
S Sycamore | Ivy, cavities and rot | Mature specimen near Medium
holes. sheliered foraging habitat
and buildings.
32 Sycamore | Few cavities Young specimen near Negligible
sheltéred foraging habitat
and buildings.
53 Sycamoic | Few cavities Young specimen Negligible
01 English oak | Few cavities, On hedgerow near houses. Negligible
02 | English oak | Ivy preseat. On hedgerow near houses. | Low
03 | English oak | Ivy, cavities and rot | Mature specimen near Medium
holes. sheltered foraging habitat
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Map | Specles Potential roost Habitat notes Bat roost
code features potential

and buildings.

Bl | Beech Few cavities, no Latge tree, but fittle Low

ivy, damage.
FM1 | Field maple | No features On hedgerow near houses. | Negligible
FM2 | Ficld maple | No features On hedgerow near houses. | Negligible
FM3 | Field maple | No features On hedgerow near houses. | Negligible
Pl Pear Splits, vot holes and | in sheltered area by scrub Medium

woodpecker hole and hedgerows.

6.25

626

All hedgerows on the site may form foraging habitat and commuting rontes for bé\ts_ |
raosting in nearhy properties or elsewhere in the locality Individual trees and groups. - .
of tiees may also foim impoutant foraging habitat for bats, in particular in windy . _'; SN

conditions

The bui[dfng is regafded as having negligible bat roost potential.

6.3 Breeding birds

631
for nesting. H2 is of particular value, howevel, all are likely to provide breeding -
habitat for UK BAY and Lancashire BAP Priority Specics

632 Whilst Japwing were recorded on the field in the cast and the site provides winter

© foiaging for this species, it is considered that the field may be too small and well-

grazed 10 allow successful breeding

633 Other ground nesting bitds are likely to be deterred by the pasturing of the field by
hotses throughout the growing season.

6.4 Badger

G641 The site 1epresents good badger habitat, and they are known to be extant locally.

Hedgerows provide good breeding bird habitat for species refiant on shrubs and scrub L

6.5 Hedgehog

651

The hedgerows, sciub thickets and vough grassland ali provide suiteble habitat for this
UK BAP and Lancashire BAP Priority species

Haycock and Jay Associates . -
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66 Brownhare

661 The fields and .fbugl.i'g{.a'ssl'and. 'p'rovi{'fe suitable habitat for this UK BAP and

" Lancashire BAP Prionity species.

;E; :2?_ l:) ‘;!E?i:;‘fggi} 1;7 l:>

| Haycock and Jay Ass.déi'aies'..'_ o
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS
7.1 Planning policy and legislation -

7.1  Hedgerows and standing water were identified during the survey, these habitats are
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats (UK BAP) and habitats of principal
importance for the conservation of biodiversity as listed by the Secretary of State
under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006. It is also noted that Policy 21 of the Joint
Lancashire Structure Plan aims at ‘o net loss of natural heritage® as a result of any

devefopmem e

712 'Acfdi*tio:ha'lIy:\“&ent}zﬂ and local government policy now points towads ecological
enhancement on development sites. For example, Planning Policy Statement 9 states o
that “plan policies should promote opportunities for the incorporation of beneflcml oo
biodiversity and geological features within the design of development®, R

713 Potential ncgaitive impacts due to development of the fields themselves include iﬁé: o v
Joss of habitat for brown hare, and winter feeding habitat for stailing, iapwmg, and COER LR R SEEP N £
number of other waders of conservation concem. e

7.2 Potential for Enhancement

721 It is recommended that hedgerows and mature trees be retained within iuiy' 0
development plans as fm as is possible, with an appropt iate level of enhancement as__
mitigation for any negative intpacts accruing due lo devetopment s

722 Enhancement is recommended along hedgerow HI such lhat grﬁzing ‘animals be
excluded from the hedgerow and ditch to allow the hedgerow to grow fiom the base
and alow hedge bottom species to flowrish. It may be necessary to plant finther
hawthorn, blackthorn and hotly along the hedgerow where gaps have developed The
thicker hedge with sheltered base will provide enhanced habitat for breeding birds,
and hedge bottom habitat suitable for grey panndge {a UK BAP priority species

extant in the locality)

723 Retention and enhancement of hedgerows will also benefit hedgehogs

724  Clemance of scrub, trees or hedgerow should take place outside the bieeding bird
season (i.e undettake the works from August to February inclusive).

72.5 Further mitigation or habitat enhancement may be necessary depending on the results
of further protected species survey. :

' Ha'yc':bdk'aﬁd'.iay Associates . - . - ‘ . i
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7 3 Protected specles survey

. 7'.‘3:.}" Where habxtat suxmb!e for pr otec:ed specles has been ldennﬁed ihen fuuher su vey is

likely to be necessary to ascertain whethey the protected species is present and using
the habitat. To this end the following protected species survey is recommiended; '

¢ - Great crested newt survey on waterbody within the site, ditches

' holding water and adjacent water bodies if access can be ananged. -
In order to meet Natural England guidelines the survey must be
carried out in the period late March to Yune inclusive, with at least .
two suwey events between mid-Apiil and mid-May. o

. Bngel survey three months ptior to any developmem nctmty is
recommended to atlow any necessary licensed works 10 take place: -

o If any of the trees identified as having low or medium bat roost -
potential will be impacted upon by the proposed development, then
these trees should be subject to activity and emergence suivey to
ascertain usage and allow mitigation to be plaimed

. 1f the integrity of hedgetows is likely to be mpacted upon by the
proposed development, then these should be subject to bat activity
survey to ascertain usage for folaging and comnuting allowing any
necessaty mitigation to be pfanned.

320130307p
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Trust for Lancashire before rapraducing or divulging information comtained on this form to any party not directly in recelpt of the form from the
copyright hotders.. . PERFR
Site Name: Alston Resetvolrs ~ = .

site Ref 63NW01 S Appioﬁed: 08 September 1993

Area (ha): 48.22'"-__".__- . Date written/fast updated: 01 Seplember 2002
Grid Ref: SD606362-.__' . Qwnel/Qccupier: Private '
Districts: - Parishes: |

Ribble Valley .~ - Longridge

Description: -

The site comprises two nelghbourin'g' raservolrs located on the south-sastern side of Longri}ige. Both the o
reservoirs themselves and their embankments are included in the site  The sile is of both ornithological =

and botanical importance.

Thé reservoirs support a h'igh diversity and good numbers of wintering wildfow!. Wildfowi specios include :
mallard, pochard, tufted duck, goldeneye and goosander. Non-wildfow! species include tapwing, black-headed,
lesser black-headed and common gulis  Birds use these reservoirs in conjunction with the nearby Spade Mil

Reservoirs (BHS €3NWO3)

The steeply sloping grass embankments surrounding the reservoirs support species-rich grassiand, The
grasstand includes the following piant species: common knapweed, oxeye daisy, great burnet, greater
bumet-saxlirage, selfheal, lady's mantle, cat's-ear, meadow vetchiing, common bird's-foot-trefoit, bugle,
rough hawkbit, eyebright. primrose, early-purple orchid, common twayblade, adder’s tongue, quaking-grass,

meadowsweet, glaucous sedge and rushes

- oo N
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