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Introduction

Merrybent Hill Farm is situated approximately 5 miles to the North of Slaidburn,
Just off the Catlow Road and accessed by a farm track. The farm has not been
“worked” since 2005 remaining empty to the present day. Merrybent no longer
has any farm land attached and as such a smail holding is no longer viable.

Planning permission has been granted (application 3/2010/1019) to extend the
habitable accommodation into the barn. This subsequent application is to
include the existing sheep pen as part of the habitable accommodation. The
current approval indicates this area as a workshop. This revised proposal will
utilise this as part of the dwelling, affording access to the existing mezzanine hay
loft in the barn and also other internal amendments. This use of the existing
sheep pen for the stair will maintain the internal form of the barn, free from

obstructions.
Listing
The house is listed, listing description as follows 16.11.1954

House, possibly early C18th. Slobbered rubble with siate roof. 2 storeys, 2
bays. Windows rebated and chamfered with muilions, all of 3 lights. A central
one-storey gabled porch has a plain stone door surround with ‘1688 AV’ roughly
carved on the lintel. Chimneys to the right of the porch and to the left of the first
bay. At the far left is a unit now with a modern garage entrance on the ground
floor and a modern copy of a 3 light mullioned window on the first floor. There is
on outshut to part of the rear of the house, which has windows with just plain

reveals.
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Design

Merrybent Hill Farm is a linear development with the main house constructed
from line washed stone. The attached bamn from random stone with smooth
stone surrounds to the openings. There is a further stone building and a half
stone half clad machinery / cattle shelter.

This amended proposal has no external alterations to the previously approved
scheme. The internal amendments have been designed to be sympathetic to the
existing building. The main revision is the omission of the first floor bedroom and
en suite over the barn. This retains the open internal form of the barn, with the
roof structure fully exposed internally and omits a new first floor opening into the
previous bedroom. The existing hay loft is also to be retained as a mezzanine,
with a new first floor opening from the sheep pen.

Within the main dwelling, the modern staircase is to be removed and a new stair
is to be constructed in the suspected original position in the outshot. This affords
better circulation within the dwelling.

The ground floor door to the family bathroom in the outshot and door at first floor
into the outshot have been identified by the conservation officer as being of
historical merit to the building. They are to be retained within the proposed

scheme.

Structural Statement

This is not a full structural survey.

The main load bearing walls on the barn vary between 600mm and 800mm thick
random stone and probably consist of two leaves of stone with rubble infill. The
internal dimensions are 8.7m x 5.5m. The barn is accessed by a large opening
2.3m wide and the internal space is full height. The roof is supported by two
timber king post trusses, purlins and rafters. Viewed from the ground the timer

trusses generally look to be in good order.



Barn Roof Showing King Post Trusses

North west elevation of barn- the existing openings will be utilised as windows.



Barn entrance, details of random stone and the general sound condition of the

building.
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The roof of the barn is covered with stone flags. These will require carefully
removing for the replacement of the existing siate battens with the addition of a
breathable membrane and carefully re fixing. A thorough appraisal of the primary

timber will be undertaken at this time.

A small amount of movement is evident in this photograph. This area will require
rebuilding to structural engineers details (approximately 5% of the overall
external wall)

It is proposed to install a breathable, lightweight slab as apposed to cement
based concrete, (see appendix) to the ground floor and build up internal insulated
block walls to comply with current building regulations and also to support the
part first floor.

Conclusion

't is our opinion that the existing barn will convert easily and sympathetically into
habitable accommodation.
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