WOLFEN HALL, CHIPPING, LANCASHIRE, PR3 2NZ:

HERITAGE STATEMENT

iN SUPPORT OF A PROPOSED REAR EXTENS:!CN AND THEZ CREATION OF A REAR

GARDEN

1 introduction

1.1

This heritage statement has been produced at the reguest of Mr & iirs Morrls,
via their agents Sunderland Peacock & Asscciates Ltd, to accompany an
application to Ribble Valley Borough Council for planning and listed building
consent for the addition of a resr extension and the creation of a rear garden st
Wolfen Hali (NGR: SD 80656 44752), which is grade 1l listed. It provides a
summary of the significance of the heritage asset and its setting, in accordance
with Paragraph 128 of the Nationsi Flarnning Folicy Framswork and has been
preduced by Stephen Haigh MA, buildings archaeologist, following a site visit on
13 February 2015, and taking info account pre-application advice provided by
RVBC on 15 January 2015,

2 Descripticn of the heritage asset

22

The farm comprises a group of various buildings occupying an outlying location
2km north-west of Chipping village, at the foct of Parlick and Wolf Feli, the
southern end of the Bowland fells, within the Forest of Bowland AONB, The Hail
itself stands at the south-west end of the farm group and comprises 2 singls
dwelling, created from the arnaigamation of the farmhouse with other adjoining
buildings which have been much altered and extended in recent vears. It is
stone built with biue slate roof, with the main range, which has & twin-span roof
refiecting the building's double depth plan, stepping down in height to the north-
east,

Woifen Hall has been listed (grade Il) as & buliding of specia! architsctural and

histeric interest since 1983 (National Heritage List no: 107228€), and is the only

designated heritage asset in the vicinity. 1 is described in the list as:
House, possibly C16th, altered 1867-8. Slobbered rubble with steep slate roof. 2
storeys, 2 bays, with end stacks. Windows have plain sione surrounds with wooden
casements. The door, between the bays, has plain reveals. The chimney caps have
copings and weathered offsets. At the rear is a parallel range which appears to be of
a later date. Interior: The right-hand room has, in its rear wali, a biccked 5-light taill
wooden mullioned window with wooden lintel and sill and splayed wooden jambs.
Between the hall and the left-hand room is a timber-framed wall which rises through
the 1st floor. A main post, against the front wall of the house, is tenoned into the tie
beam at 1st floor ceiling level. The rear wall of the left-hand room, separating it from
the stair hall at the rear, is also timber framed with many redundant peg holes
suggesting re-use or reconstruction. Between the entrance hall and stair hall is a
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chamfered wooden door surround with 4-centred head. The dog-leg siair has been
reconstructed but retains its C17th handrail and moulded newel. & stone wsai, now
dividing the rear wing but formerly an external wall, has a blocked window with
weooden mullicns. A drawing in the Weld collection at the Harris Art Gallary, Preston,
dated 1841, shows the house extending further to the right (north-east) whars z iater
Cigth exlension now adjeins. The drawing also shows a chamiarad doonway with an
ogee head. This feature Is not necessarily of medieval date.

Smith, 7.C. Hislory of Chipping. Presion. 1894, p. 228.

2.3 The small scale and position of the proposed development mean that the only
heritage asset to consider in this application is the grade !l listed Woifen Hall
itself {including its setting), although the character of the Forest of Bowland
AONEB is also & material consideration.

The present Wolfen Hall

3 Historical background

3.1 Woilfen Hall (formerly known as Wolfhouse and cther variants) has medieval
crigins as z settlement, and may for a time have served as a mancr house, but
the property charged hands at various times during the 17th century and in latsr
yeare descended the social scale to become a tenanted farm, until the late 204
cantury.

3.2 Extensive alterations were carried out at the Hail in 1867-8", and the construction
of new adjoining farm buildings at its north-east end aiso took place around that
time: the latter were altered substantially during later years, and again when they
were incerporated into the residential accommodation, under planning consents

' Srrith, T 1894 History of Chipping
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of ¢.1999. A drawing made in 1841 shows how much the house has been
extended and altered in the intervening period.

John Weid's sketch of Wolfen Hall, 18417

Rear view of the house

3.3 There is ample evidence to show that the present extent and external
appearance of the house, particuiarly at the rear and north-east end where the
existing single storey rear wing runs perpendicular to the main range, is the
result of the iate 19th and 20th century changes, although on the whoie the
materials and proportions are in keeping with traditional buildings of the district.

2 Lancashire Archives DP 386/1
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3.4

Wolfen Hall

There is at present no rear garden and rough grassland runs up to the rear of the
house, but there is some historical evidence to show that this has not always
been the casa, as the 1840 tithe map below shows. Plet 233, which extends to
the rear of the house whare % was enciossd within 8 boundary, was then
described as “house, fold, garden and barn”, while 232 was also “barn and
garden”

Chipping fithe map, 1840°

4 Assessment of neritage significance

4.1

It can be seen that the house marits its listed status only oy virtue of the sarly
historic internal features, confined to the interior of the south-west end. The
north-east end of the buiiding appears to date entirely from the 1860s and the
180 years following, and is barely recognisable as the former farm building it
once was. The exierior of the house, particularly o the rear, has a relatively
modem and undistinguished appearance which contributes very litle to the
building’s significance. The main range’s twin span reof and the single sicrey
wing at the north-east end both mean that the house lacks the true linsar layout
which characterises many traditional North West farmhouses.

5 Recent planning history

5.1

An application for a new porch to the front elevation was refused by RVBC in
2013 (3/2013/05678 & /0579), but allowed on appeal in 2014
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{APP/T2350/E/14/2213082). The inspector noted that the porch wouid be a
“subsiantial eddition o the house buf it wouid not harm the significance of the
listed buiiding and would add ic its character rather than deiract from ", Hs alse
commeantad that “as the 18th ceniury porch raflacted the use and adepiation cof
the house during paris of iis hisicry so would the proposed porch in the Zist
century”.

& Summary of proposed scheme

6.1 The wropcsals have thres aspscis: the sddition of a small, single storey
exiension to the rear elevation; the alteration of two existing windows in the rear
glevation o form two doorways; and the crestion of a garden to the rear of the
house, 0 be enclosed by the new extension on one side and sisewhere by two
dry-sions walis approximately 1.5m — 1.8m high.

7 Assessment of impact and justification for proposals

7.1 The proposed exiension would measure &m long and 5.2m wide, (shightly
narrower than the gable which it would adjoin), with its roof ling just below the
existing. It would be faced with sandstone of similar appearance to the rest of
the house, with biue slate roof (ihe roof lights included in the proposals at the
fime of pre-application submission have now been omitted), so would blend in in
general terms, but it would remain visible and legible as an addition to the house.
There would e bi-folding doors to the south-west elsvation and 2 single largs
window 1o the gable, which although something of a departure from the
otherwise largely fraditional appearance, would be acceplable because of the
extension’s modest scale and because of its distance frcm the Hall's historic
cora. interms of size and scale, the exiension would be obviously subordinate
to the main range and would not comproemise the setting of the house. Although
the pre-application advice places weight on the linear layout being a predominant
farmstaad plan in the uplands, and impfies this contribuies 1o the significance of
Woifsrn Hail, it cannot be seen (¢ appiy here bscause of the range’'s more
compiex form, which already includes the perpendicular wing at the north-east
corner — i is not an example of this linear type, and therefore the linsar fayout
cannct be praserved.

7.2 As noted above the rear elevation of the main range is largely modern in
character, and the replacement of two windows with doorways wculd havs no
significant impact on the appearance of the building.

7.3 The proposed rsar garden would snhance the appearance of the house and
setting as it would have traditional dry-stone boundary walls, be of a modest

% Lancashire Archives, DRB 1/42
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size, and fit well with the proposed extension along one side. Rear gardens and
yards are probably more the ruie than the exception for farmhouses in the
region, and aithcugh at presant the land to the rear is open, unculiivated
farmland, it has been demonstrated that historically that was not ajways ths
case. The pre-applicaticn advice opines that the presant lack of containment of
ihe rear elevation, ie. the way in which the farming landscape continues up to the
house, is an aspect worthy of retention, but in support of this it cites a document
concerned with the conversion of farm buildings rather than sstablished
dwellings, and it must be borne in mind that the Hall is not a former outbuilding
with a distinctive, originally non-residential curtilage, but an historic dwalling
which can be expecied to be embsllished and enhanced to some degree by
domestic surroundings and paraphermnalia.

74 Overall, the scheme is an accepiable one for the listed building because it would
not harm its character or significance. The proposals are sited to the rear of the
building and only minor alterations o the existing rear elevation are included,
while the creation of an enclosed garden and small single storey extension wouid
enhance the setting of the building by coniributing a domestic curtilage, which it
presently lacks.

Siephen Haigh, MA
20 May 2015

Stephen Haigh Buildings Archaeologist May 2015



