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Viewpoint No. 5 (Viewpoint looking south west towards the Site from Bridleway 58, between Alston Reservoirs Nos. 1 and 2)

Approximate extent of proposed development
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Viewpoint No. 6a (Viewpoint looking south, south west towards the Site from intersection of Chapel Hill and Bridleway 58, within the St. Lawrence’s Church Conservation Area)

Viewpoint No. 6a (Viewpoint looking south, south west towards the Site from intersection of Chapel Hill and Bridleway 58, within the St. Lawrence’s Church Conservation Area)
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Viewpoint No. 7 (View looking south towards the site from intersection of Chapel Hill and Preston Road, from within the Newtown Conservation Area

Viewpoint No. 8 (View looking east south east towards the site from Preston Road, opposite recently built residential properties)
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Viewpoint No. 9b (View looking east towards the Site from the intersection of Water Meadows and Preston Road)

Viewpoint No. 9a (View looking east towards the Site from the intersection of Water Meadows and Preston Road)
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Viewpoint No. 10 (View looking west north west towards the site from intersection on Bridleways 59 / 66, close to Grade II listed building Bury’s Farmhouse)

Viewpoint No. 11 (View looking north towards the site from Preston Road, outside Charnley Farm)
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Viewpoint No. 12a (View looking east towards the site from Preston Road, opposite residential property 138 Preston Road)

Viewpoint No. 12b (View looking east towards the site from Preston Road, outside residential property 138 Preston Road)
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Viewpoint No. 13 (View looking east towards the site from intersection of Footpaths 103, 104 and 107)

Viewpoint No. 14 (View looking north east towards the site from Footpath 107)

Approximate extent of proposed development

Approximate extent of proposed development
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CHARACTER AREAS - UNDULATING LOWLAND FARMLAND
Undulating Lowland Farmland occurs on the lower fringes of the uplands, below about 150m AOD,

across the whole study area.

Local Character Areas Description  

5a Upper Hodder This is a unique hidden area of settled farmland enclosed by shale and

Valley limestone uplands and the grit moorland of the Bowland Fells. It is a lush

oasis in the middle of a bleak landscape. The landscape is centred around

the upper River Hodder and its tributaries and is well wooded. The 

underlying geology is largely overlain by boulder clays although the 

underlying limestone is evident as outcrops known as `Reef Knolls’ as well 

as in the white stone walls, bridges and limestone built villages, such as 

Slaidburn. The Reef Knolls are particularly characteristic of this area as 

are stands of beech which are often visible on hill tops.

5b Lower Hodder This area forms part of the Undulating Lowland Farmland to the south of

and Loud Valley the Forest of Bowland and includes the deeply incised wooded course of 

the Hodder below Whitewell and its tributary, the River Loud, as far as its 

confluence with the Ribble. The underlying bedrock is limestone which is 

overlain by good soils, providing lush green pastures and good tree growth.

The course of the Hodder is particularly well wooded and the pattern of 

incised minor wooded tributaries is distinctive to this character area. The 

area is little affected by modern  development and the picturesque 

limestone villages of Chipping and Waddington have retained their 

vernacular character.

5c Lower Ribble The Lower Ribble is an area of lowland gritstone farmland between

Longridge Fell to the north and Mellor Ridge to the south. It has a

distinctive broad valley landform; the north and south valley sides are

separated by a flood plain which contains the meandering course of the

River Ribble. There is a particularly distinctive pattern of wooded cloughs

which descend the valley sides, their streams emptying into the Ribble. A

complex pattern of hedges and woodland form links to these wooded

cloughs, giving an overall impression of a well wooded landscape.

Although  a rural valley, the area is well settled; a dense network of

winding country lanes and tracks link the large number of stone farm

buildings. Other features of this area are the country houses and

designed landscapes, for example Stonyhurst College, Huntingdon Hall

and Showley Hall. The Roman settlement of Ribchester is sited at an

historic crossing point of the Ribble, a tranquil village in the centre of the

valley.

5d Samlesbury- An area between the Ribble Valley to the north and the Industrial 

Withnell Fold Foothills to the south. It is underlain by millstone grit and sandstone, but 

the landscape is influenced by the mantle of glacial till which covers the 

surface, producing a gently undulating landscape of large lush green 

pastures divided by low cut hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Dramatic 

steep sided wooded valleys wind their way through the landscape carrying

the River Darwen and its tributaries. Designed landscapes and parkland 

associated with Samlesbury Hall,Woodfold Hall, Pleasington Old Hall and 

Hoghton Tower add to the overall woodland cover in this lowland 

landscape and Witton Country Park provides a countryside resource on 

the edge of Blackburn. It is also influenced by infrastructure (major road 
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