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1. Introduc tion a nd Sc ope  of Asse ssme nt 

1.1.1. This re p o rt p ro vide s a  la nd sc a pe  a nd  visua l a pp ra isa l (LVA) o f the  p ro p o se d  

re side ntia l de ve lo p me nt o n la nd  a t Sp o ut Fa rm, Lo ng rid g e , Pre sto n, 

La nc a shire . The  site  – re fe rre d  to  he re in a s the  ‘ a sse ssme nt site ’  – is sho wn 

in Ap p e nd ix A Pla n 1, a nd  is lo c a te d  so uth o f the  se ttle me nt o f Lo ng rid g e .   

 

1.1.2. Urb a n Gre e n wa s c o mmissio ne d  in Ma y 2016 b y Mr De nis La mb e rt to  

und e rta ke  this LVA. 

1.1.3. Prio r to  the  fie ld  wo rk, a  d e sk re vie w o f e xisting  a nd  e me rg ing  p la nning  

p o lic y a nd  la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r g uid a nc e  re le va nt to  the  a sse ssme nt site  

a nd  surro und ing  a re a  wa s unde rta ke n. This re p o rt d o e s no t c o nsid e r the  full 

ra ng e  o f p la nning  p o lic y c o nside ra tio ns, whic h a re  d e a lt with b y o the rs. 

1.1.4. The  LVA wa s p re pa re d  fo llo wing  site  visits in June  2016. This a sse ssme nt 

d e sc rib e s a nd  e va lua te s the  c ha ng e  to  the  la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l a me nity, 

the  e xte nt to  whic h the se  a ffe c t p e rc e p tio n a nd  vie ws o f the  la ndsc a p e  

a nd  a lso  c o nside rs the  e ffe c t(s) o f the  p ro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt o n the  

se tting  o f liste d  b uild ing s a nd  he rita g e  a sse ts in p ro ximity. 

1.1.5. La ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r a nd  visua l a sse ssme nt, a ltho ug h c lo se ly re la te d  to  

o ne  a no the r, ha ve  b e e n c o nsid e re d  se p a ra te ly fo r re a so ns o f c la rity a nd  

ro b ustne ss. 

1.1.6. Within this re p o rt, the  la nd sc a pe  a nd  visua l b a se line  e nviro nme nt o f the  Site  

a nd  its surro und ing s is e sta b lishe d  a nd  mitig a tio n me a sure s de sc rib e d .  

Ta king  the se  me a sure s into  a c c o unt, the  e ffe c ts o f the  d e ve lo p me nt a re  

the n p re d ic te d . This re p o rt fo c use s o n the  sig nific a nt e ffe c ts p re d ic te d  to  

a rise  fro m the  d e ve lo pme nt. 

1.1.7. This re p o rt is struc ture d  a s fo llo ws:  

a ) Se c tio n 2 se ts o ut a  d e sc rip tio n o f the  pro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt.  

b ) Se c tio n 3 summa rise s the  re le va nt p a rts o f p la nning  p o lic y in re sp e c t o f 

la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l c o nsid e ra tio ns.  

c ) Se c tio n 4 d e a ls with the  b a se line ; in re sp e c t o f the  la nd sc a pe  b a se line , it 

id e ntifie s p ub lishe d  d o c ume nts o n lo c a l la ndsc a p e  c ha ra c te r, a nd  a d d s 

supp le me nta l p o ints b a se d  o n site  visits to  the  a re a  surro und ing  the  

a sse ssme nt site ; a nd  se ts o ut a  d e sc rip tio n o f the  visua l b a se line .  

d ) Se c tio ns 5 a nd  6 se t o ut a n a sse ssme nt o f the  la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts  

o f the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt;  

e ) Se c tio n 7 se ts o ut the  la ndsc a p e  stra te g y fo r the  site  a nd  a n o ve ra ll 

c o nc lusio n. 

f) Ap p e nd ic e s 1-5 tha t c o nta in the  me tho d o lo g y utilise d  to  c a rry o ut this 

a sse ssme nt a lo ng  with ta b le s, p la ns a nd  p ho to g ra p hs. 
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2. The  Propose d De ve lopme nt 

2.1.1. It is p ro p o se d  to  d e ve lo p  the  site  fo r re sid e ntia l use . This will c o mp rise  up  to  

34 Units. 

 

2.1.2. The  p ro p o se d  re side ntia l d e ve lo p me nt is situa te d  o n la nd  to  the  so uth o f 

Lo ng ridg e , o ff the  B6243 Pre sto n Ro a d . 

2.1.3. The  site  will b e  a c c e sse d  via  Pre sto n Ro a d . 

2.1.4. The  p ro p o se d  re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt will inc lud e  a nd  p ro vide  fo r a n 

a p pro pria te  ra ng e , fo rm a nd  d e nsity o f ho using  to  he lp  me e t lo c a l ho using  

ne e ds. 

2.1.5. The  a p pra isa l ha s b e e n p re p a re d  a s p a rt o f the  p la nning  a pp lic a tio n 

p ro c e ss, fo r the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  a sse ssme nt site .  

2.1.6. In  the   a sse ssme nt  o f  the   la nd sc a p e   a nd   visua l  e ffe c ts  o f  the   p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt it ha s b e e n a ssume d  tha t the  le ve ls will g e ne ra lly fo llo w the  

e xisting  c o nto urs o f the  a sse ssme nt site . The  hig he st a pp ro xima te  le ve l o n 

site  b e ing  86.8m AOD a nd  the  lo we st 84.0m AO D.  

2.1.7. To  he lp  minimise  imp a c ts a nd  mitig a te  fo r a ny Ma jo r/ Mo d e ra te  la nd sc a pe  

a nd  visua l e ffe c ts, a  La nd sc a p e  Stra te g y is o utline d  in Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla n 10 

– La nd sc a p e  Stra te g y. This p la n stre ng the ns a nd  e nha nc e s g re e n 

infra struc ture  thro ug h the  imp le me nta tio n o f ne w tre e  a nd  shrub  p la nting  

a s p a rt o f the  de ve lo p me nt pro p o sa ls. The  a im o f the  stra te g y b e ing ; to  

furthe r inte g ra te  the  de ve lo p me nt into  its wid e r la nd sc a p e  c o nte xt a nd  

he lp  sc re e n pe rc e ive d  no ise  a nd  a ny re sid ua l la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l 

impa c ts.       
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3. La ndsc a pe  Pla nning  Polic y Conte xt 

3.1.1. A c o mp re he nsive  p la nning  p o lic y re vie w ha s b e e n c o nside re d  within the  

Supp o rting  Pla nning  Sta te me nt (SPS) a c c o mp a nying  this a p p lic a tio n.  The  

re le va nt la ndsc a p e  po lic ie s within b o th the  d e ve lo p me nt p la n a nd  the  

NPPF a re  no te d  b e lo w. 

Na tiona l Pla nning  Polic y Fra me work 

3.1.2. Na tio na l p la nning  p o lic y fo r Eng la nd  is d e fine d  within the  Na tio na l Pla nning  

Po lic y Fra me wo rk (he re in re fe rre d  to  a s the  NPPF) tha t ha s d istille d  the  

c o nte nt o f p re vio us supp le me nta ry p la nning  d o c ume nts into  o ne  

c o mpre he nsive  d o c ume nt.  The  NPPF is the  re le va nt na tio na l p la nning  

p o lic y d o c ume nt a g a inst whic h to  te st the  pro p o sa ls. 

Ge ne ra l Conside ra tions 

3.1.3. As a  c e ntra l the me , the  NPPF ha s a  p re sump tio n in fa vo ur o f susta ina b le  

d e ve lo p me nt (p a ra . 14) fo r whic h it d e fine s thre e  mutua lly inte rd e pe nd e nt 

d ime nsio ns o f susta ina b ility (p a ra . 7) to  b e  jo intly so ug ht (e c o no mic , so c ia l 

a nd  e nviro nme nta l).  With re le va nc e  to  la nd sc a pe  a nd  visua l ma tte rs the  

third  d ime nsio n sta te s: 

3.1.4. “a n e nviro nme nta l ro le  – c o ntrib uting  to  p ro te c ting  a nd e nha nc ing  o ur 

na tura l, b uilt a nd histo ric  e nviro nme nt;….”  

3.1.5. The  p la nning  syste m is id e ntifie d  a s the  ve hic le  fo r g uid ing  d e ve lo pme nt to  

susta ina b le  so lutio ns a nd  se e king  p o sitive  imp ro ve me nts in the  q ua lity o f 

b uilt, na tura l a nd  histo ric  e nviro nme nts b a se d  o n lo c a l c irc umsta nc e s 

(p a ra . 10, a utho r’ s e mp ha sis). 

Core  Princ iple s 

3.1.6. Pa ra g ra p h 17 lists the  12 c o re  p la nning  p rinc ip le s tha t sho uld  und e rp in 

p la nning  d e c isio ns.  O f the se , the  fo llo wing  a re  c o nside re d  p e rtine nt to  

la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l a me nity: 

3.1.7. (5th) ta ke  a c c o unt o f the  diffe re nt ro le s a nd c harac te r o f diffe re nt a re a s, 

p ro mo ting  the  vita lity, main urb a n are as…. Re c o g nising  the  intrinsic  

c harac te r a nd b e auty o f the  c o untryside  a nd supp o rting  thriving  rura l 

c o mmunitie s within it. 

3.1.8. (7th) c o ntrib ute  to  c o nse rving  a nd e nha nc ing  the  na tura l e nviro nme nt a nd 

re duc ing  p o llutio n.  Allo c a tio ns o f la nd fo r de ve lo p me nt sho uld pre fe r la nd 

o f le sse r e nviro nme nta l va lue , whe re  c o nsiste nt with o the r p o lic ie s in this 

Fra me wo rk. 

3.1.9. (10th) c o nse rve  he rita g e  asse ts in a  ma nne r ap pro pria te  to  the ir 

sig nific a nc e , so  tha t the y c a n b e  e njo ye d fo r the ir c o ntrib utio n to  the  

q uality o f life  o f this a nd future  g e ne ra tio ns.”  (NPPF, p a ra . 17). 

Se c tion 7 (Re quiring  Good De sig n) 

3.1.10. This se c tio n o f the  Fra me wo rk ide ntifie s tha t g o o d  d e sig n is a  funda me nta l 

a spe c t o f susta ina b le  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  ind ivisib le  fro m g o o d  p la nning , 

the re b y e sta b lishing  a  c o nne c tio n within the  NPPF b e twe e n de sig n, a c c e ss, 

na tura l e nviro nme nt a nd  c ultura l he rita g e  issue s. 
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3.1.11. The  NPPF sta te s tha t pe rmissio n sho uld  b e  re fuse d  o n p o o r d e sig n g ro und s 

fo r a p p lic a tio ns tha t fa il in thre e  ma in re sp e c ts, a s d e ta ile d  in Ta b le  1 b e lo w. 

Ta ble  1: NPPF de sig n c omme nta ry a nd a pplic a bility to  Site  

NPPF Re a son for Re fusa l Applic a bility to  the  Site  

 

Do  no t e sta b lish a  stro ng  se nse  

o f p la c e  (p a ra . 58); 

The  Site  is lo c a te d  a d ja c e nt to  e xisting  re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s, a  

Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  Site , e xisting  g a rd e n c e ntre  /  nurse ry, 

a nd  a g ric ultura l la nd , whic h a re  re fle c te d  in the  p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt p la ns.  It is c o nsid e re d  tha t the  p ro p o sa ls ha ve  the  

p o te ntia l to  re a d ily e sta b lish a  stro ng  se nse  o f p la c e , b uild ing  o n the  

surro und ing  lo c a l p re c e d e nts. 
Do  no t re sp o nd  to  lo c a l 

c ha ra c te r a nd  histo ry a nd  

re fle c t the  id e ntity o f lo c a l 

surro und ing s a nd  ma te ria ls 

(p a ra  58.); 

The  Site  is lo c a te d  a d ja c e nt to  re sid e ntia l ho using  whic h c o mp rise s 

a  numb e r o f b uild ing s o f simila r sc a le  to  tho se  p ro p o se d  within the  

a sse ssme nt site .  In a d d itio n, the  p ro p o se d  mitig a tio n sc he me  re ta ins 

a s muc h e xisting  ve g e ta tio n o n site  a s p o ssib le  a nd  p ro p o se d  

p la nting  re fle c ts a nd  e nha nc e s the  e xisting  na tive  sp e c ie s tha t e xist 

o n site . 

Fa il to  imp ro ve  the  c ha ra c te r 

a nd  q ua lity o f a n a re a  (p a ra . 

64) 

The  mitig a tio n a nd  e nha nc e me nt p ro p o sa ls fo r the  site  inc lud e  a  

p la nting  sc he me  a nd  inc re a se  in tre e  p la nting , in o rde r to  visua lly 

sc re e n the  d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  c o ntrib ute  to  the  imp ro ve me nt o f the  

c ha ra c te r a nd  q ua lity o f the  a re a . 

3.1.12. NPPF p a ra g ra p h 60 re info rc e s the  c o nsid e ra tio ns o f p a ra g ra p h 17 sta ting  

tha t p la nning  d e c isio ns sho uld  p la c e  sub sta ntia l we ig ht o n the  re te ntio n o f 

lo c a l c ha ra c te r a nd  d istinc tive ne ss fro m de ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls. This is 

p ro p o se d  b y use  o f a pp ro pria te  b uild ing  ma ss, la yo ut, styling  a nd  ma te ria ls 

a nd  use  o f e xisting  lo c a l b o und a ry style s, a lo ng  with the  a rra ng e me nt o f 

o p e n spa c e .  

Se c tion 11 (Conse rving  a nd e nha nc ing  the  na tura l e nvironme nt) 

3.1.13. This se c tio n o f the  NPPF id e ntifie s a  re q uire me nt in fa vo ur o f p ro te c ting  a nd  

e nha nc ing  va lue d  la nd sc a pe s (p a ra  109) b y fo c ussing  de ve lo p me nt o n 

la nd  o f le a st e nviro nme nta l o r a me nity va lue  (p a ra  110).  

3.1.14. As liste d  in the  NPPF, the se  va lue d  la nd sc a p e s a re  d e fine d  a s: 

 

• Site s o f Sp e c ia l Sc ie ntific  Inte re st; 

• La nd  de sig na te d  a s Gre e n Be lt; 

• Lo c a l Gre e n Sp a c e ; 

• Are a  o f Outsta nd ing  Na tura l Be a uty; 

• He rita g e  Co a st; a nd  

• Na tio na l Pa rks 

3.1.15. The  Site  a nd  the  surro und ing  la nd sc a p e  do  no t fa ll into  a ny o f the se  

na tio na lly imp o rta nt la nd sc a pe  d e sig na tio ns. 
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Loc a l La ndsc a pe  Polic y 

3.1.16. A d e ta ile d  sup p o rting  Pla nning  Sta te me nt ha s b e e n p ro d uc e d  in 

c o njunc tio n with this pro je c t a nd  this sho uld  b e  re fe rre d  to  fo r furthe r d e ta ils 

o n re le va nt p o lic ie s.  We  ha ve  b rie fly o utline d  the  ke y p o lic ie s tha t re la te  to  

la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l ma tte rs b e lo w. 

Adopte d Polic y 

3.1.17. The  Se c tio n 38(6) o f the  Pla nning  a nd  Co mp ulso ry Purc ha se  Ac t 2004 

p la c e s a  re q uire me nt up o n Autho ritie s whe n d e te rmining  p la nning  

a p p lic a tio ns to  d o  so  in a c c o rda nc e  with the  a d o p te d  d e ve lo p me nt p la n 

unle ss ma te ria l c o nside ra tio ns ind ic a te  o the rwise .  

3.1.18. The  Distric twid e  Lo c a l Pla n a nd  its Sa ve d  Po lic ie s (inc lud ing  its 

Supp le me nta ry Pla nning  Guid a nc e  “La nd sc a p e  a nd  He rita g e ”  2001) ha ve  

no w b e e n supe rse de d  sinc e  the  fo rma l a d o p tio n o f the  Co re  Stra te g y in 

De c e mb e r 2014. As suc h, c urre nt lo c a l p la nning  p o lic y c o mprise s the  

fo llo wing  d o c ume nts: 

 • Rib b le  Va lle y Bo ro ug h Co unc il Co re  Stra te g y (2008-2028): A Lo c a l 

Pla n fo r Rib b le  Va lle y 

3.1.19. The  re le va nt p o lic ie s within the  a b o ve  no te d  d o c ume nts a re  a s fo llo ws: 

Ke y Sta te me nt EN2: La ndsc a pe   

“The  la ndsc a pe  a nd c ha ra c te r o f the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd Are a  o f 

Outsta nding  Na tura l Be a uty will b e  pro te c te d, c o nse rve d a nd e nha nc e d. 

Any de ve lo p me nt will ne e d to  c o ntrib ute  to  the  c o nse rva tio n o f the  na tura l 

b e auty o f the  a re a .  

The  la ndsc ap e  a nd c ha rac te r o f tho se  are as tha t c o ntrib ute  to  the  se tting  

a nd c ha rac te r o f the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd Are as o f Outsta nding  Na tura l 

Be a uty will b e  pro te c te d a nd c o nse rve d a nd whe re ve r p o ssib le  e nha nc e d. 

As a  p rinc ip le  the  Co unc il will e xpe c t de ve lo p me nt to  b e  in ke e p ing  with 

the  c harac te r o f the  landsc a pe , re fle c ting  lo c a l distinc tive ne ss, ve rna c ular 

style , sc a le , style , fe a ture s a nd b uilding  ma te ria ls.”  

3.1.20. The  d e sig n p ro p o sa ls will se e k to  c o mple me nt e xisting  lo c a l c ha ra c te r, with 

the  ne w d e ve lo p me nt b e ing  o f a p p ro p ria te  sc a le , ma ssing  a nd  style , whilst 

re fle c ting  lo c a l d istinc tive ne ss a nd  p re va iling  ve rna c ula r thro ug h se nsitive  

c ho ic e s o f b uild ing  ma te ria ls a nd  fe a ture s. In pa rtic ula r, re g a rd  will b e  

g iving  to  the  se tting  o f the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd  AONB a nd  o the r o p e n 

c o untryside  whic h ha s intrinsic  la nd sc a pe  va lue . 

Ke y Sta te me nt EN4: Biodive rsity a nd Ge odive rsity  

“The  Co unc il will se e k whe re ve r p o ssib le  to  c o nse rve  a nd e nha nc e  the  

a re a ’ s b io dive rsity a nd g e o dive rsity a nd to  a vo id the  fra g me nta tio n a nd 

iso la tio n o f na tura l ha b ita ts a nd he lp  de ve lo p  g re e n c o rrido rs. Whe re  

a p pro pria te , c ro ss-Lo c a l Autho rity b o unda ry wo rking  will c o ntinue  to  ta ke  

p lac e  to  a c hie ve  this. 

Ne g a tive  impac ts o n b io dive rsity thro ug h de ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls sho uld 

b e  a vo ide d. De ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls tha t a dve rse ly a ffe c t a  site  o f 
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re c o g nise d e nviro nme nta l o r e c o lo g ic a l impo rta nc e  will o nly b e  p e rmitte d 

whe re  a  de ve lo p e r c a n de mo nstra te  tha t the  ne g a tive  e ffe c ts o f a  

p ro p o se d de ve lo p me nt c a n b e  mitig a te d, o r a s a  la st re so rt, c o mp e nsa te d 

fo r. It will b e  the  de ve lo p e r’ s re sp o nsib ility to  ide ntify a nd ag re e  a n 

a c c e p ta b le  sc he me , a c c o mpa nie d b y a p p ro pria te  surve y info rma tio n, 

b e fo re  a n a pp lic a tio n is de te rmine d. The re  sho uld, a s a  princ ip le  b e  a  ne t 

e nha nc e me nt o f b io dive rsity. 

The se  site s a re  a s fo llo ws: […] 

• Lo c a l Bio lo g ic a l He ritag e  site s (CBHs) 

• Anc ie nt Wo o dla nds 

• La nc a shire  Bio dive rsity Ac tio n Pla n p rio rity ha b ita ts a nd sp e c ie s 

With re sp e c t to  site s de sig na te d thro ug h Euro p e a n le g isla tio n the  Autho rity 

will b e  b o und b y the  p ro visio ns o f the  re le va nt Hab ita ts Dire c tive s a nd 

Re g ula tio ns. 

Fo r tho se  site s tha t a re  no t sta tuto rily de sig na te d a nd c o mpe nsa tio n c o uld 

b e  ma na g e d thro ug h a  me c ha nism suc h a s b io dive rsity o ff-se tting  via  

c o nse rva tio n c re dits.”  

3.1.21. The  a sse ssme nt Site  sha re s its no rthe rn a nd  e a ste rn b o und a rie s with a  

Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  (CBH) Site  (numb e r 63NW01 – Alsto n Re se rvo irs). 

The  ma in p urp o se  o f a  CBH is to  p ro te c t a nd  e nha nc e  the  na tura l he rita g e  

within the  c o unty. The  CBH is a  no n-sta tuto ry d e sig na tio n, ho we ve r this d o e s 

no t d iminish its imp o rta nc e  lo c a lly, supp o rting  spe c ie s suc h a s winte ring  

wild fo wl a nd  la p wing s, a s we ll a s spe c ie s-ric h g ra ssla nds. As suc h, the  

p ro p o sa ls will se e k to  c o ntrib ute  to  a nd  e nha nc e  b io d ive rsity, thro ug h 

me a sure  suc h a s re ta ining  a nd  e nha nc ing  he d g e ro ws, a nd  wid e ning  a nd  

e nha nc ing  the  e xisting  la ndsc a pe  b uffe r (whe re  the  thre e  b ird  hid e s a re  

c urre ntly lo c a te d  a lo ng  Pinfo ld  La ne /  Brid le wa y 121) in o rd e r to  b o lste r 

e c o lo g ic a l c o nne c tivity.  

Polic y DMG1: Ge ne ra l Conside ra tions  

 “ In de te rmining  p la nning  a p p lic a tio ns, a ll de ve lo p me nt must: 

1. Be  symp a the tic  to  e xisting  a nd p ro p o se d la nd use s in te rms o f size , 

inte nsity a nd na ture  a s we ll a s sc a le , ma ssing , style , fe a ture s a nd 

b uilding  ma te ria ls 

2. Co nside r the  e nviro nme nta l implic a tio ns […] 

3. Co nside r the  p ro te c tio n a nd e nha nc e me nt o f p ub lic  rig hts o f 

wa y a nd a c c e ss 

4. Ac hie ve  e ffic ie nt land use  a nd the  re -use  and re me dia tio n o f 

p re vio usly de ve lo pe d site s whe re  p o ssib le  

5. Co nside r the  de nsity, la yo ut a nd re la tio nship  b e twe e n b uilding s, 

whic h is o f ma jo r imp o rta nc e .  Pa rtic ula r e mpha sis will b e  p lac e d 

o n visua l a pp e ara nc e  a nd the  re la tio nship  to  surro unding s, 

inc luding  imp ac t o n la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r, a s we ll a s the  e ffe c ts 

o f de ve lo p me nt o n e xisting  a me nitie s.”  
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3.1.22. The  d e ve lo p me nt p ro po sa ls ma ke  use  o f p re vio usly de ve lo pe d  la nd , whilst 

c o nsid e ring  ma ssing , d e nsity, la yo ut to  e nsure  tha t the  d e ve lo pme nt is 

a p pro pria te  a nd  in ke e p ing  with the  lo c a l ve rna c ula r. Enviro nme nta l 

implic a tio ns a re  a lso  c o nside re d , a nd  p ub lic  rig hts o f wa y in c lo se  p ro ximity 

to  the  site  will b e  p ro te c te d  a nd  e nha nc e d .  

 Polic y DME2: La ndsc a pe  a nd Townsc a pe  Prote c tion 

“De ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls will b e  re fuse d whic h sig nific a ntly ha rm imp o rta nt 

la ndsc a pe s o r la ndsc ap e  fe a ture s […]”  

3.1.23. The  d e ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls will no t sig nific a ntly ha rm a ny imp o rta nt 

la ndsc a pe s o r fe a ture s, a nd  will se e k to  c o mp le me nt a nd  e nha nc e  the  

e xisting  la ndsc a pe  thro ug h a pp ro p ria te  use  o f ma te ria ls, p la nting  a nd  

b o und a ry tre a tme nts. 

Polic y DME3: Site  a nd Spe c ie s Prote c tion a nd Conse rva tion 

“De ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls tha t a re  like ly to  a dve rse ly a ffe c t the  fo llo wing  will 

no t b e  g ra nte d p la nning  p e rmissio n […] 

         5. Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  Site s”  

3.1.24. The  d e ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls will no t a d ve rse ly a ffe c t the  Alsto n Re se rvo irs 

Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  Site , a nd  will p ut me a sure s in p la c e  to  ha ve  a  

p o sitive  e ffe c t o n this lo c a l d e sig na tio n, b y e nha nc ing  the  la nd sc a pe  

b uffe r b e twe e n the  Site  a nd  the  CHB.  

Polic y DMB4: Ope n Spa c e  Provision 

“Any Gre e n Infrastruc ture  sho uld b e  multi-func tio na l a nd e nc o ura g e , 

whe re  p o ssib le , wa lking  a nd c yc ling  o pp o rtunitie s.”  

3.1.25. The  d e ve lo p me nt pro p o sa ls will inc o rp o ra te  a n a re a  o f o p e n sp a c e  within 

the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo pme nt, a s we ll a s p ro vid ing  e nha nc e d  b o unda rie s to  

the  Site . 

Polic y DMB5: Footpa ths a nd Bridle wa ys  

3.1.26. “The  Bo ro ug h Co unc il will unle ss suitab le  mitig a tio n me a sure s a re  ma de , 

p ro te c t fro m de ve lo pme nt fo o tp a ths whic h: 

1. p ro vide  a  link b e twe e n to wns/villa g e s a nd a ttra c tive  o p e n 

la nd, 

2. link with the  Rib b le  Wa y fo o tp a th, 

3. a re  asso c ia te d with lo c a l na ture  re se rve s; a nd 

4. a re  he a vily use d. 

The  Co unc il c o nside rs the  p ro te c tio n a nd e nha nc e me nt o f the  fo o tp a th 

a nd b ridle wa ys ne two rk to  b e  imp o rta nt g ive n the  c ha rac te r o f the  a re a  

a nd the  c o ntrib utio n suc h ne two rks c a n b e  ma de  [sic ] to  le isure , he a lth 

a nd to urism.”  
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3.1.27. The  a sse ssme nt Site  sha re s its so uthe rn b o und a ry with Fo o tp a th 118, a nd  

Brid le wa ys 119 a nd  121 a re  lo c a te d  a pp ro xima te ly 165m to  the  so uth e a st 

o f the  Site . The  de ve lo p me nt pro p o sa ls will se e k to  re ta in a nd  e nha nc e  

the se  ro ute s, p a rtic ula rly with re g a rd  to  p ro vid ing  c o nne c tivity with the  CBH 

site  a t Alsto n Re se rvo irs. 
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4. Ba se line  

The  La ndsc a pe  Ba se line  -  La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r  

4.1.1. The  a sse ssme nt o f la nd sc a pe  c ha ra c te r is a  me tho d  o f unde rsta nd ing  the  

p a rtic ula r a ttrib ute s o r fa c to rs tha t ha ve  influe nc e d  the  histo ric   

d e ve lo p me nt, c urre nt  a nd   future   fe a ture s  o f  a n  a re a ,  a nd   wha t  ma ke s  

tha t  a re a  d istinc tive  fro m  o the r  a re a s. Na tura l  Eng la nd   d e sc rib e s  

la ndsc a pe   c ha ra c te r a sse ssme nt  a s  a :  ‘ …syste ma tic   wa y  o f  a na lysing   

a nd   de sc rib ing   la nd sc a p e  id e ntifying   a re a s  o f  d istinc tive   c ha ra c te r,  

c la ssifying  a nd  ma pp ing  the m. The  p ro c e ss invo lve s id e ntifying  the  

p a tte rns, e le me nts a nd  fe a ture s tha t g ive  la nd sc a pe s ho mo g e ne ity a nd  

ma ke  the m d iffe re nt fro m e a c h o the r.’  La nd sc a pe  c ha ra c te risa tio n is a  

p ro c e ss whic h ha s b e e n d e ve lo p e d  e xte nsive ly b y lo c a l a utho ritie s to  a ssist 

the m in the  p la nning  p ro c e ss.  Pub lishe d  stud ie s o f la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r 

p ro vid e  a  so urc e  o f info rma tio n to  e na b le  the  fulle r und e rsta nd ing  o f 

la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r – whe the r a t a  re g io na l o r na tio na l sc a le  o r a t a  lo c a l 

d istric t sc a le ; it is o f c o urse  p o ssib le  to  c a rry thro ug h the  pro c e ss o f a na lysis 

to  ind ivid ua l site s o r p a rts o f site s. Typ ic a lly, the  p ub lishe d  a sse ssme nts 

p ro vid e  c ha ra c te r d e sc rip tio ns o f spe c ific  a re a s a nd  c o nsid e r fa c to rs like ly 

to  influe nc e  future  c ha ra c te r a nd  /  o r se t o ut p re sc rip tio ns fo r c ha ng e . 

4.1.2. The re  is a  ra ng e  o f p ub lishe d  a sse ssme nts a t na tio na l, re g io na l, a nd  c o unty 

le ve ls re le va nt to  the  a sse ssme nt site . Ea c h is c o nsid e re d  b e lo w. Tha t a t a  

na tio na l le ve l p re d a te d  the  g uid a nc e  se t o ut in the  ‘ La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r 

Asse ssme nt; Guida nc e  fo r Eng la nd  a nd  Sc o tla nd  (2002)’  – wid e ly re g a rde d  

a s the  d e finitive  g uida nc e  o n the  sub je c t. Tha t sa id , it is imp o rta nt to  

re c o g nise  tha t the se  a sse ssme nts a re  p ure ly a sse ssme nts o f la ndsc a p e  

c ha ra c te r; the y a re  no t, a nd  a re  no t inte nd e d  to  b e , the  d e ve lo p me nt 

p la n, a nd  thus wha t the  d o c ume nts ma y sa y a b o ut the  p o te ntia l e ffe c ts o f 

d e ve lo p me nt in a ny lo c a tio n c a nno t o f itse lf b e  c o nside re d  d e te rmina tive  

a s a  ma tte r o f p o lic y. 

Na tiona l Cha ra c te r Asse ssme nt 

4.1.3. At a  na tio na l le ve l the  a sse ssme nt site  lie s in the  La nc a shire  Va lle ys (NC A 

35), a ltho ug h the  ma jo rity o f the  se ttle me nt o f Lo ng ridg e  re side s in the  

Bo wla nd  Fring e  a nd  Pe nd le  Hill (NC A33). As suc h, b o th o f the se  NCAs will 

b e  c o nside re d  in this re p o rt. The  re le va nt Na tura l Eng la nd Cha rac te r 

Asse ssme nt d o c ume nts a re  p ro vid e d  in Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla n 2 a nd  Ap p e nd ix 6.  

The  Bo wla nd  Fring e  a nd  Pe nd le  Hill Na tio na l Cha ra c te r Are a  (NC A 33) is a  

tra nsitio na l la nd sc a p e  tha t surro unds the  d ra ma tic  up la nds o f the  Bo wla nd  

Fe lls, with o ve r ha lf o f the  NC A ma king  up  the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd . It is a  

d ive rse  la nd sc a p e  with lush pa sture s, he rb -ric h ha y me a d o ws, 

b ro a d le a ve d  wo o d la nd , p a rkla nd  a nd  wa te rb o d ie s inc lud ing  rive rs a nd  

stre a ms whic h sup p o rt p ro te c te d  sp e c ie s. The  nume ro us rive r va lle ys a nd  

a sso c ia te d  wo o d la nd s a re  ke y to  the  c ha ra c te ristic s o f the  a re a , a s is the  

influe nc e  o f huma n ha b ita tio n thro ug h a c tivitie s suc h a s fa rming .  

The  La nc a shire  Va lle ys (NC A 35) c o mp rise  the  wid e  va le  o f the  rive rs Ca ld e r 

a nd  Rib b le  a nd  the ir trib uta rie s, whic h run no rth-e a st to  so uth-we st 

b e twe e n Pe nd le  Hill, the  Bo wla nd  Fe lls a nd  the  So uthe rn Pe nnine s, c re a ting  

a  visua lly c o nta ine d  la nd sc a pe  with a  stro ng  urb a n c ha ra c te r. Ag ric ulture  

is fra g me nte d  b y the  b uilt e nviro nme nt, ind ustry a nd  ho using , with live sto c k 
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la nd  no w ma inly c o nc e ntra te d  a lo ng  the  Rib b le  Va lle y, the  fring e s o f 

Pe nd le  Hill, the  a re a  to  the  we st o f Bla c kb urn a nd  in the  no rth a ro und  

Skip to n. This c ha ra c te r a re a  a lso  c o nta ins a  se rie s o f c o untry pa rks a nd  lo c a l 

na ture  re se rve s, o fte n c o nne c te d  b y p ub lic  rig hts o f wa y, e nc o ura g ing  

o utd o o r re c re a tio n. 

4.1.4. The  NCA summa ry is lo c a te d  a t Ap p e nd ix 6. 

County La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Asse ssme nt 

4.1.5. La nc a shire  Co unty Co unc il’ s re p o rt ‘ A La nd sc a p e  Stra te g y fo r La nc a shire , 

De c e mb e r 2000’  id e ntifie s c ha ra c te r a re a s within the  re g io n (Ap p e nd ix 7).  

The  e ntire ty o f the  a sse ssme nt Site  lie s within the  la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r typ e  

5: Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd . Ho we ve r, like  the  Na tio na l Sc a le  a re a s, 

Lo ng ridg e  fo rms a  b o und a ry b e twe e n 5c : Lo we r Rib b le , a nd  5h: 

Go o sna rg h – Whitting ha m. 

4.1.6. Othe r ne a rb y la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a re a s inc lude  ‘ Sub urb a n’ , lo c a te d  

a p pro xima te ly 1.38km to  the  so uth we st, o n the  fring e  o f Grimsa rg h, a nd  

a lso  the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd  La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Are a  ‘ Ne w Ro w’ , within 

La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Typ e  F3: Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd  with 

Wo o d e d  Bro o ks, lo c a te d  a pp ro xima te ly 0.7km to  the  e a st so uth e a st. 

4.1.7. La ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r typ e  5: Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd  is d e sc rib e d  a s 

a n und ula ting  la nd sc a p e , whe re  he d g e ro ws d o mina te  o ve r sto ne  wa lls 

a nd  inc ise d , wo o d e d  c lo ug hs a nd  g o rg e s tra ve rse  the  la ndsc a p e . 

Wo o d la nd s, c o pse s a nd  he d g e ro w tre e s g ive  the  impre ssio n o f a  we ll-

wo o d e d  la ndsc a pe  fro m g ro und  le ve l, a nd  a  p a tc hwo rk o f wo o d  a nd  

p a sture  fro m ra ise d  vie wp o ints o n the  fe lls.  

4.1.8. La ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r a re a  5c : Lo we r Rib b le  is d e sc rib e d  a s a n a re a  o f lo w 

g ritsto ne  fa rmla nd  b e twe e n Lo ng ridg e  Fe ll to  the  no rth a nd  Me llo r Rid g e  to  

the  so uth. Cha ra c te rise d  b y its d istinc tive  b ro a d  va lle y la nd fo rm, the  flo o d  

p la in c o nta ins the  me a nd e ring  c o urse  o f the  Rive r Rib b le  a nd  a  p a rtic ula rly 

d istinc tive  pa tte rn o f wo o d e d  c lo ug hs whic h d e sc e nd  the  va lle y side s. In 

a d d itio n, a  c o mple x p a tte rn o f he dg e s a nd  wo o d la nd  fo rm link the se  

c lo ug hs to g e the r, g iving  a n impre ssio n o f a  we ll-wo o de d  la ndsc a p e . A 

d e nse  ne two rk o f wind ing  c o untry la ne s a nd  tra c ks link the  la rg e  numb e r o f 

sto ne  b uild ing s fo und  thro ug ho ut the  a re a . 

4.1.9. La ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r a re a  5h: Go o sna rg h – Whitting ha m is de sc rib e d  a s a  

tra nsitio na l la nd sc a p e  b e twe e n the  up la nds o f the  Bo wla nd  Fe lls to  the  

no rth e a st a nd  the  a g ric ultura l Amo und e rne ss Pla in to  the  we st. It is a  

p a sto ra l la nd sc a p e  whic h is re la tive ly o p e n a nd  inte nse ly fa rme d . The re  is 

muc h he d g e ro w lo ss a nd  fe w tre e s o r wo o d la nd s, a ltho ug h he dg e ro ws 

a lo ng  a  ne two rk o f la ne s a re  a n imp o rta nt la nd sc a pe  fe a ture .  

La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r 

4.1.10. At a  lo c a l le ve l, the  la nd sc a pe  c ha ra c te r o f the  a sse ssme nt Site  is he a vily 

influe nc e d  b y its p ro ximity to  the  Alsto n Re se rvo irs Co unty Bio lo g ic a l 

He rita g e  Site . This CBH sha re s its b o unda ry with the  no rth e a ste rn 

b o und a rie s o f the  a sse ssme nt Site , a nd  c o nta ins a  va lue d  we tla nd  ha b ita t 

fo rme d  fro m the  d e c o nstruc tio n o f a  re se rvo ir a sso c ia te d  with the  

re ma ining  Alsto n Re se rvo irs.  
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4.1.11. Re c tiline a r p a sto ra l fie lds stre tc h to  the  so uthe a st, so uth a nd  we st, 

inte rspe rse d  with o c c a sio na l fa rm b uild ing s a nd  a re a s o f wo o d la nd . 

Re sid e ntia l de ve lo p me nt is p re se nt to  the  imme d ia te  no rthwe st (we st o f the  

B6243 Pre sto n Ro a d ) c o mp rising  ma inly se mi-d e ta c he d , re d -b ric k ho use s. 

A lo ng , line a r a re a  o f ind ustry is lo c a te d  to  the  we st o f this re side ntia l 

d e ve lo p me nt a lo ng  Sha y La ne . Lo ng rid g e  Hig h Sc ho o l is a lso  lo c a te d  

a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d , a p pro xima te ly 680m to  the  no rth o f the  Site . Alsto n 

Re se rvo irs a re  lo c a te d  to  the  imme d ia te  no rth o f the  Site , with the  

se ttle me nt o f Lo ng ridg e  lo c a te d  b e yo nd  the  re se rvo irs to  the  no rth a nd  

no rth e a st. 

4.1.12. The  b o unda rie s to  the  Site  c urre ntly c o mprise  a  c o mb ina tio n o f tre a tme nts. 

The  no rthe rn a nd  no rth e a ste rn Site  b o unda rie s c o mp rise s a  sto ne  wa ll with 

a  wo o d e n a c c e ss g a te , a nd  nume ro us tre e s a nd  b ushe s whic h fo llo w the  

line  o f this b o und a ry wa ll. The  we ste rn b o und a ry c o mp rise s d e nse  

b o und a ry tre e s, a s d o  the  so uthe rn a nd  e a ste rn b o und a rie s. The  so uthe rn 

b o und a ry a lso  c o mp rise s wo o d e n p o st-a nd -ra il fe nc ing , a  wo o d e n 

p e de stria n a c c e ss g a te , a nd  a lso  a  me ta l ve hic ula r a c c e ss g a te .  

4.1.13. La ndsc a pe  a nd  He rita g e  d e sig na tio ns tha t lie  within 1km o f the  site  a re  

sho wn in Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla ns 4 & 5. The se  inc lude  the  fo llo wing : 

 • Liste d  Build ing s – a s liste d  in Ap p e nd ix 2 Ta b le  3: 

- The  ne a re st is ‘ Ha c king  Ho b s’ , a  Gra d e  II Liste d  b uild ing  lo c a te d  

a p pro xima te ly 470m to  the  no rth, no rth we st o f the  Site  b o und a ry.  

-  The  se c o nd  c lo se st is ‘ Bury’ s Fa rmho use ’ , a  Gra d e  II liste d  b uild ing , 

lo c a te d  a pp ro xima te ly 700m fro m Site  b o unda ry to  the  e a st, so uth e a st. 

 • The re  a re  no  Sc he d ule d  Mo nume nts within 1km o f the  a sse ssme nt Site . 

 • Co nse rva tio n Are a s – a s liste d  in Ap p e nd ix 2 Ta b le  5: 

- Ne wto wn Co nse rva tio n Are a  is lo c a te d  a p pro xima te ly 320m to  the  

no rth o f the  a sse ssme nt Site ; 

- Churc h o f St La wre nc e  Co nse rva tio n Are a  is lo c a te d  a p pro xima te ly 

475m no rth o f the  a sse ssme nt Site ; 

- The  Lo ng rid g e  Co nse rva tio n Are a  is lo c a te d  a p pro xima te ly 900m to  

the  no rth o f the  a sse ssme nt Site . 

4.1.14. Othe r d e sig na tio ns within a  2km ra d ius o f the  site  inc lude : 

• Alsto n Re se rvo irs Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  Site  (Site  numb e r 63NW01), 

lo c a te d  to  the  imme d ia te  no rth a nd  e a st o f the  Site  b o und a ry. Altho ug h 

this is a  no n-sta tuto ry d e sig na tio n, it d o e s no t d iminish its imp o rta nc e  

lo c a lly.  

• Anc ie nt Wo o d la nds inc lud ing  Co lle g e  Wo o d , lo c a te d  a p pro xima te ly 

1.1km to  the  e a st, a nd  King  Wo o d , lo c a te d  a p p ro xima te ly 1.2km to  the  

so uth e a st o f the  Site  b o und a ry. 

Loc a l La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r 

La nd Use  

4.1.15. The  a sse ssme nt site  c urre ntly c o mp rise s a n a re a  o f p la nta tio n fa rmla nd , 

p la nte d  with Christma s tre e s o f va rio us ma turitie s inte rmixe d  with imma ture  

wild -se e de d  sa p ling s a nd  unma inta ine d  g ra sse s. An a re a  o f ha rdsta nd ing  
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ma d e  up  o f c o mp re sse d  so ils, g ra ve l a nd  o the r ha rdc o re  rub b le  lie s to  the  

e a st o f the  Site , whic h is use d  a s a  sto ra g e  a nd  wo rk a re a  fo r Sp o ut Fa rm 

Nurse ry a nd  the  Christma s tre e  p la nta tio n.  

To p o g ra p hy 

4.1.16. The  a sse ssme nt site  is g e ne ra lly fla t with a  g e ntle  fa ll fro m no rth e a st to  so uth 

we st (mo re  p ro no unc e d  to  the  so uth we st o f the  site ), with a  he ig ht o f 86.8m 

AO D (Ab o ve  Ord na nc e  Da tum) o n the  no rthe rn Site  e d g e , to  le ve ls o f 

84.0m AOD a t the   so uth we st Site  b o und a ry. 

Ve g e ta tio n 

4.1.17. The  a sse ssme nt Site  c urre ntly c o mp rise s a  mixture  o f p la nta tio n fa rmla nd , 

imma ture  wild -se e de d  sa p ling s a nd  unma inta ine d  g ra ssla nd . The  

b o und a rie s to  the  Site  a re  g e ne ra lly we ll wo o d e d  with b o unda ry tre e s a nd  

b ushe s, a ltho ug h the  no rthe rn b o und a ry is sp a rse r tha n the  o the r 

b o und a rie s.  

Wa te r Fe a ture s 

4.1.18. The re  a re  no t c urre ntly a ny p e rma ne nt wa te r fe a ture s p re se nt o n the  

a sse ssme nt site . 

Built Ele me nts a nd De sig na tio ns 

4.1.19. The re  a re  nume ro us pe rma ne nt b uilt e le me nts o n Site . The se  inc lud e  a  

sto ne  wa ll a lo ng  the  no rthe rn a nd  no rth e a ste rn b o und a rie s, with a  wo o d e n 

5-b a r a c c e ss g a te  mid -wa y a lo ng  the  no rthe rn b o und a ry; thre e , she d -style  

me ta l wo rksho ps lo c a te d  o n the  ha rdsta nd ing  to  the  so uth e a st o f the  Site ; 

a  se mi-p e rma ne nt p o ly-tunne l a lso  to  the  so uth e a st; a  se p tic  ta nk c lo se  to  

the  we ste rn b o unda ry, a nd  a  me ta l b a rrie r whic h c urre ntly p ro vid e s a c c e ss 

to  the  Site  fro m Pre sto n Ro a d . Oc c a sio na l sma lle r b uilt e le me nts suc h a s 

ma n-ho le  c o ve rs a nd  o the r utilitie s a re  a lso  fo und  a t va rio us lo c a tio ns 

thro ug ho ut the  site . Othe r b uilt e le me nts, suc h a s the  o ffic e  a nd  c a b ins 

a sso c ia te d  with Sp o ut Fa rm Nurse ry, fa ll o utwith the  re d -line  b o und a ry.  

4.1.20. A to ta l o f two  liste d  b uild ing s e xist in a  1km ra d ius o f the  Site . The se  a re  the  

Gra d e  II Liste d  ‘ Ha c king  Ho b s’  a nd  ‘ Bury’ s Fa rmho use ’ , lo c a te d  

a p pro xima te ly 425m to  the  no rth, no rth we st a nd  730m to  the  e a st, so uth 

e a st o f the  Site , re sp e c tive ly.  

4.1.21. The re  a re  thre e  c o nse rva tio n a re a s whic h lie  to  the  no rth o f the  a sse ssme nt 

Site . The  c lo se st is Ne wto wn Co nse rva tio n a re a  a t a p p ro xima te ly 325m fro m 

the  Site  b o unda ry, the  se c o nd  c lo se st is the  St. La wre nc e ’ s Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n Are a  a t a p p ro xima te ly 475m fro m the  Site  b o und a ry, a nd  

fina lly the  la rg e st, Lo ng rid g e  Co nse rva tio n a re a , is lo c a te d  a p pro xima te ly 

895m no rth o f the  Site  b o und a ry.  

Pub lic  Rig hts o f Wa y 

4.1.22. Within 2km o f the  Site  the re  a re  nume ro us fo o tp a ths a nd  b rid le wa ys tha t 

e xist. Tho se  within c lo se  p ro ximity tha t ha ve  the  p o te ntia l to  e xp e rie nc e  

vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site  inc lude : 

 

 • Fo o tp a th 118 
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 • Brid le wa y 119 

 • Brid le wa y 121 

 • Brid le wa y 58 

 • Brid le wa y 59 

 • Fo o tp a th 101 

 • Fo o tp a th 103 

 • Fo o tp a th 104 

 • Fo o tp a th 106 

 • Fo o tp a th 107 

 • Fo o tp a th 108 

 • Fo o tp a th 100 

 • Fo o tp a th 60 

 • Brid le wa y 66 

 • Fo o tp a th 68 

 • Fo o tp a th 69 

 • Fo o tp a th 70 

The  La ndsc a pe  Ba se line  -  La ndsc a pe  Re sourc e  

4.1.23. In re sp e c t o f La ndsc ap e  Co nditio n (the  p hysic a l sta te  o f the  la ndsc a p e ), 

the  a sse ssme nt site  c o mp rise s p la nta tio n fa rmla nd , unma inta ine d  g ra sse s 

a nd  a n a re a  o f ha rd sta nd ing . Ag a inst the  c rite ria  se t o ut in Ap p e nd ix 1 

Ta b le  1, the  a sse ssme nt Site  is c o nsid e re d  to  b e  in Ordina ry Condition. This 

c o nc lusio n is re a c he d  o n the  b a sis tha t the  Site  is la rg e ly unma inta ine d , with 

unma inta ine d  tre e s a nd  o ve r-g ro wn g ra sse s d o mina ting  the  we ste rn 

p o rtio n o f the  Site . To  the  e a st, the  a re a  o f ha rd sta nd ing  c urre ntly use d  a s 

a  ya rd  fo r the  Sp o ut Fa rm Nurse ry e xhib its a  numb e r o f d e tra c ting  fe a ture s, 

inc lud ing  he a vy ma c hine ry a nd  g a rd e n a nd  c o mme rc ia l wa ste . The  Site  

d o e s ha ve  so me  re de e ming  fe a ture s ho we ve r, in te rms o f re c o g nisa b le  

la ndsc a pe  struc ture  a nd  e xisting  b o unda ry ve g e ta tio n. Ove ra ll, the  Site  

e xhib its so me  fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n, b ut ha s sc o p e  fo r 

impro ve me nt in te rms o f la nd  ma na g e me nt.  

4.1.24. In re sp e c t o f La ndsc a p e  Value , the  a sse ssme nt Site  lie s e ntire ly within 

la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r typ e  5: Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd , a ltho ug h 

Lo ng ridg e  fo rms the  b o und a ry b e twe e n two  la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a re a s 

within this typ e ; 5c : Lo we r Rib b le , a nd  5h: Go o sna rg h – Whitting ha m. The  

Site  itse lf is lo c a te d  within la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a re a  5c , d e sc rib e d  b y the  

La nc a shire  La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r Asse ssme nt a s a  d istinc tive  b ro a d  va lle y 

la nd fo rm c o mp rising  a  c o mple x ne two rk o f he d g e s, wo o d la nd  a nd  

wo o d e d  c lo ug hs, g iving  the  imp re ssio n o f a  we ll-wo o de d  la nd sc a p e . The se  

d istinc tive  la nd fo rms a nd  la nd sc a p e  pa tte rns e xhib it so me  va lue . The  Site ’ s 

p ro ximity to  Ne wto wn Co nse rva tio n Are a , St. La wre nc e ’ s Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n Are a , Lo ng rid g e  Co nse rva tio n Are a , a nd  liste d  b uild ing s 

‘ Ha c king  Ho b s’  a nd  ‘ Bury’ s Fa rmho use ’  a lso  imp a rts so me  va lue . Othe r 

fe a ture s suc h a s the  dry-sto ne  wa ll a lo ng  the  no rthe rn Site  b o unda ry a lso  

b ring  va lue  to  the  Site . 

 

4.1.25. In a d d itio n, the  Alsto n Re se rvo irs Co unty Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  (CBH) Site  

lo c a te d  to  the  imme d ia te  e a st a nd  no rth o f the  Site  a re  sub je c t to  p o lic ie s 

EN3: Bio d ive rsity a nd  Ge o d ive rsity, DME3: Site  a nd  Sp e c ie s Pro te c tio n a nd  

Co nse rva tio n, a nd  DMB5: Fo o tp a ths a nd  Brid le wa ys. Alsto n We tla nd  is 
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lo c a te d  o n the  site  o f the  o ld  Alsto n No . 3 Re se rvo ir to  the  e a st o f the  

a sse ssme nt Site , within the  CBH b o und a ry. Thre e  b ird  hide s a re  lo c a te d  

a lo ng  the  e a ste rn b o und a ry o f the  CBH with Pinfo ld  La ne  /  Brid le wa y 121, 

p ro vid ing  o pp o rtunitie s fo r b ird wa tc hing  a c ro ss the  we tla nd  to wa rd s the  

a sse ssme nt Site .  

 

4.1.26. Altho ug h no t stric tly la ndsc a pe  d e sig na tio ns, the se  p o lic ie s b ring  a n 

inhe re nt va lue  to  the  Site , b o th in te rms o f b io d ive rsity a nd  spe c ie s a nd  

ha b ita t p ro te c tio n, b ut a lso  in te rms o f p ub lic  a c c e ss a nd  re c re a tio n. 

 

4.1.27. The re  a re , ho we ve r, a lso  so me  d e tra c ting  fe a ture s o n Site . The se  inc lud e  

the  unma inta ine d  g ra ssla nd  a nd  tre e s to  the  we st o f the  Site , a nd  the  a re a  

o f ha rd sta nd ing  to  the  e a st c o mprising  ma c hine ry a nd  e q uip me nt 

a sso c ia te d  with the  Spo ut Fa rm Nurse ry. The  la c k o f he d g e ro ws a lo ng  the  

Site  b o unda rie s a lso  de tra c ts va lue  fro m the  Site , a s d o e s the  lo ss o f tre e s 

a lo ng  the  no rthe rn b o und a ry. 

 

4.1.28. Ag a inst the  c rite ria  se t o ut in Ap p e nd ix 1 Ta b le  2, the  a sse ssme nt site  is 

c o nsid e re d  to  b e  o f o ve ra ll Poor Qua lity. This sho ws tha t the  Site  is g e ne ra lly 

o f lo w q ua lity a nd  ra rity, with a re a s ide ntifie d  a s ha ving  re de e ming  fe a ture s 

with o p p o rtunitie s fo r imp ro ve me nt. It is a lso  c o nsid e re d  tha t the  la nd sc a pe  

is no t d e sig na te d , b ut d e sig na tio ns o f a d ja c e nt a nd  ne a rb y a re a s still 

e xhib it so me  va lue . 

The  La ndsc a pe  Ba se line  – La ndsc a pe  Re c e ptors 

 

4.1.29. Fro m the  a b o ve  a na lysis o f the  La nd sc a p e  Ba se line , it is c o nc lude d  tha t the  

La ndsc a pe  Re c e p to rs re le va nt to  the  a sse ssme nt site  tha t ne e d  to  b e  

a sse sse d  in the  fo llo wing  se c tio n o n La nd sc a pe  Effe c ts a re :  

  • Cha ra c te r Are a s • La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r a nd  fe a ture s/  ve g e ta tio n; a nd  • La ndsc a pe  De sig na tio ns  

The  Visua l Ba se line  

4.1.30. The  LVA c o nsid e rs a  se t a re a  o f a  2km ra d ius fro m the  p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt, in o rde r to  e sta b lish the  sp a tia l p a ra me te rs o f the  

a sse ssme nt, a nd  id e ntify p o te ntia l la ndsc a p e  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts. A 

‘ The o re tic a l Visua l Enve lo p e ’  is sho wn in Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla n 9. 

4.1.31. The  a sse ssme nt Site  is visib le  fro m ma inly the  imme d ia te  a re a  a nd  

re side ntia l p ro pe rtie s ne a rb y. In pa rtic ula r, p ro p e rtie s c lo se  to  the  we ste rn 

Site  b o unda ry a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  wo uld  e xpe rie nc e  ne a r ra ng e  vie ws o f 

the  a sse ssme nt Site . Vie ws wo uld  a lso  b e  a va ila b le  fro m ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d  d ue  to  the  re la tive ly fla t na ture  o f the  Site  a nd  the  surro und ing  

a re a . 

4.1.32. Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  wo uld  e xp e rie nc e  b o th me d ium d ista nc e  

a nd  ne a r d ista nc e  vie ws o f the  a sse ssme nt Site . The se  vie ws wo uld  ra ng e  

fro m d ire c t to  o b liq ue , d e p e nd ing  up o n the  p o sitio n o f ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d , a nd  wo uld  b e  filte re d  b y e xisting  ve g e ta tio n p re se nt a lo ng  

the  so uthe rn a nd  we ste rn Site  b o und a rie s. 
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4.1.33. Use rs o f lo c a l pub lic  rig hts o f wa y a re  a lso  like ly to  e xp e rie nc e  vie ws o f the  

a sse ssme nt Site . In p a rtic ula r, use rs o f Fo o tp a th 118 a nd  Brid le wa y (to  the  

So uth o f the  site ) a re  a ntic ip a te d  to  e xp e rie nc e  vie ws to wa rd s the  

d e ve lo p me nt Site . Vie ws a re  no t a ntic ip a te d  fro m Brid le wa y 121 d ue  to  ta ll, 

ma ture  he d g e ro w sc re e ning  vie ws to wa rd s the  Site  fro m this Pub lic  Rig ht o f 

Wa y. 

4.1.34. Fina lly, visito rs to  the  RSPB We tla nd  a t Alsto n No .3 Re se rvo ir ma y a lso  

e xp e rie nc e  d ire c t vie ws to wa rds the  a sse ssme nt Site . No  vie ws a re  

a ntic ip a te d  fro m a ny o f the  liste d  b uild ing s o r Co nse rva tio n Are a s within 

2km o f the  Site .  

4.1.35. The  a b o ve  se c tio n de ta ils the  ma in vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt site , a nd  

tho se  whic h a re  mo st like ly to  b e  se nsitive  to  the  d e ve lo p me nt. Othe r vie ws 

in the  a re a  a re  c o nside re d  to  b e  le ss sig nific a nt d ue  to  the  lo ng e r d ista nc e  

na ture  o f the  vie w, wid e r la ndsc a pe  c o nte xt a nd  the  lo w lying  na ture  o f 

the  to p o g ra p hy. 

4.1.36. A numb e r o f p o te ntia l visua l re c e p to rs we re  id e ntifie d  a nd  a re  liste d  b e lo w: 

 • Re sid e ntia l p ro pe rtie s a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d   • Re sid e ntia l p ro pe rtie s a lo ng  Wa te r Me a d o ws • Use rs o f Fo o tp a th 118 • Use rs o f Brid le wa y 119 • Use rs o f Brid le wa y 121 • Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  • Visito rs to  RSPB We tla nd  Bird  Hide s o ff Pinfo ld  La ne  /  Brid le wa y 121 

4.1.37. Fro m the  p o te ntia l visua l re c e p to rs, a  numb e r o f vie wp o ints ha ve  b e e n 

se le c te d  a s re p re se nta tive  a nd  p ho to g ra p hs ta ke n to  pre se nt the  na ture  

o f vie ws to wa rd s the  site . Ta b le  4 b e lo w id e ntifie s the  c ho se n visua l 

re c e p to rs a nd  d e sc rib e s the  visua l re la tio nship  b e twe e n the se  re c e p to rs 

a nd  the  a sse ssme nt site . 

Ta ble  4: Visua l Re c e ptors 

 

VP 

No. 

Loc a tion Grid Re f Vie wing  

Dire c tion 

LCT LCA Visua l 

Re c e ptor 

Dista nc e  to  

De ve lopme

nt 

VP 

1 

Pre sto n Ro a d  /  

Brid le wa y 119 

360192.6, 

435658.1 

N 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Ro a d  use rs 

o n Pre sto n 

Ro a d ; Use rs 

o f Brid le wa y 

119 

312m 

VP 

2 

Brid le wa y 121 /  

Visito rs to  RSPB 

We tla nd  

360444.0, 

435835.9 

NW 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 119 

165m 

VP 

3 

Fo o tp a th 118 360337.1, 

435851.5 

No rth 

we st 

5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Use rs o f 

Fo o tp a th 118 

96m 

VP 

4 

Brid le wa y 58 /  

59 /  121 

360834.2, 

436035.6 

We st 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 58 

/  59 /  121 

462m 
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VP 

5 

Brid le wa y 58 360795.3, 

436240.3 

So uth 

we st 

5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 58 

471m 

VP 

6 

Cha p e l Hill /  

Brid le wa y 58 

(within St 

La wre nc e ’ s 

Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a ) 

360470, 

436701 

So uth 

so uth we st 

5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  /  

5h 

Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 58, 

ro a d  use rs 

a lo ng  

Cha p e l Hill, 

a nd  St 

La wre nc e ’ s 

Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a  

615m 

VP 

7 

Pre sto n Ro a d  /  

De rb y Ro a d  

360150, 

436433 

So uth 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Ro a d  use rs 

a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d  /  De rb y 

Ro a d , 

Ne wto wn 

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a  

297m 

VP 

8 

Pre sto n Ro a d   360208, 

436196 

So uth 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Ro a d  use rs 

a nd  

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rtie s 

a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d  

102m 

VP 

9 

Pre sto n Ro a d  /  

Wa te r 

Me a d o ws 

360196.12, 

436103.34 

Ea st 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Ro a d  use rs 

a nd  

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rtie s 

a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d  

22m 

VP 

10 

Brid le wa y 59 /  

66 

360965, 

435779 

Ea st no rth 

e a st 

5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5c  Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 59 

/  66 a nd  

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rty a t 

Bury’ s Fa rm 

645m 

VP 

11 

Pre sto n Ro a d  /  

Cha rnle y Fa rm 

360187, 

435820 

No rth 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Ro a d  use rs 

a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d , 

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rty 

Cha rnle y 

Fa rm 

160m 

VP 

12 

No . 138 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  

360190.37, 

436000.56 

Ea st 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Ro a d  use rs 

a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d , 

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rty No . 

138 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  

15m 

VP 

13 

Fo o tp a ths 103 

/  104 /  107 

359625.6, 

435930.3 

Ea st 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Use rs o f 

Fo o tp a ths 

103 /  104 /  

107 

577m 

VP 

14 

Fo o tp a th 107 359838.0, 

435633.5 

No rth e a st 5: 

Und ula ting  

Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

5h Use rs o f 

Fo o tp a th 107 

502m 
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4.1.38. The  lo c a tio ns o f the  p ho to g ra phs ta ke n fro m the se  re c e p to rs a re  sho wn in 

Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla n 8, a nd  the  site  c o nte xt a nd  vie wp o int p ho to g ra phs a re  

lo c a te d  in Ap p e nd ix 4 a nd  5 re sp e c tive ly.   

 

5. Asse ssme nt of La ndsc a pe  Effe c ts 

The  la nd sc a p e  e ffe c ts o f the  p ro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt a re  se t o ut in 

summa ry fo rm in Ap p e nd ix 2 - Ta b le s 1-4, whic h se ts o ut the  se nsitivity o f the  

id e ntifie d  la ndsc a pe  re c e p to rs, a nd  the  ma g nitud e  o f the  la ndsc a p e  

e ffe c ts up o n the  re c e p to rs. The  c rite ria  fo r the  d e te rmina tio n o f se nsitivity 

a nd  ma g nitude  o f la nd sc a pe  e ffe c ts a s se t o ut in Ap p e nd ix 1 se c tio n 1.5 

o f the  me tho d o lo g y. The  fo llo wing  p a ra g ra phs summa rise  the  la ndsc a p e  

e ffe c ts in re sp e c t o f e a c h ma in la nd sc a p e  re c e p to r.  

La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r  

5.1.1. At a  Na tio na l a nd  Re g io na l le ve l the  a ntic ipa te d  la nd sc a pe  e ffe c t o f the  

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  b e  minima l a nd  e nta il ne g lig ib le  c ha ng e  to  

the  e xisting  la nd sc a pe . At a  Lo c a l le ve l a  g re a te r imp a c t o n la nd sc a pe  

c ha ra c te r is p re se nt. The  d e ve lo p me nt pro p o sa ls wo uld  c ha ng e  the  

c ha ra c te r o f the  a sse ssme nt Site  fro m p rima rily p la nta tio n fa rmla nd  to  a  

re side ntia l o ne , g iving  rise  to  the  irre ve rsib le  lo ss o f the  Christma s tre e  

p la nta tio n, unma inta ine d  g ra ssla nd  a nd  a re a  o f ha rd sta nd ing  whic h 

c urre ntly d o mina te  the  Site . The  o ve ra ll se nsitivity o f the  la nd sc a pe  

c ha ra c te r (a s a  re c e p to r) is the re fo re  c o nside re d  to  b e  Low; this 

a c kno wle dg e s the  pre se nc e  o f the  Alsto n Re se rvo irs Co unty Bio lo g ic a l 

He rita g e  Site  to  the  imme d ia te  e a st o f the  Site , b ut a lso  the  d e tra c ting  

e le me nts whic h ha ve  influe nc e d  the  la ndsc a p e , suc h a s the  lo ss o f 

b o und a ry tre e s a nd  a  va rie ty o f no n-o rig ina l b o und a ry tre a tme nts. The se  

d e tra c tio ns c re a te  c a p a c ity fo r this la ndsc a p e  to  a c c e p t c ha ng e . The  

a sse ssme nt site  is no t c ritic a l to  ma inta ining  the  o ve ra ll la ndsc a p e  

c ha ra c te r o f the  a re a , a s the  c ha ra c te r wo uld  c o ntinue  to  b e  o b ta ine d  in 

the  surro und ing  a re a  if /  whe n the  a sse ssme nt site  wa s d e ve lo pe d . The  

ma g nitud e  o f the  e ffe c ts o n la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r is the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  

to  b e  Sma ll. This ta ke s into  a c c o unt tha t the  site  ha s b e e n a sse sse d  a s 

ha ving  c a p a c ity to  a c c e p t c ha ng e , the  sc a le  o f the  d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  

o nly b e  limite d  to  the  sma ll sc a le  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  a nd  imme d ia te  

surro und ing s, with the  e xc e p tio n o f so me  me d ium-ra ng e  g limpse d  vie ws 

fro m ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d .  

The  e xte nt o f the  la nd sc a pe  c ha ng e  wo uld  b e  lo c a lise d  a nd  g e ne ra lly 

c o nfine d  to  the  imme dia te  se tting  d ue  to  the  ra ise d  Alsto n Re se rvo irs to  the  

no rth a nd  e a st, the  e xisting  b uilt fo rm to  the  we st, a nd  we ll ve g e ta te d  

b o und a rie s a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  we st o f the  Site , a nd  e xisting  

ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  so uthe rn a nd  e a ste rn b o und a rie s. The  la nd sc a pe  

e ffe c t o f the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt o n the  o ve ra ll la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r 

wo uld  the re fo re  b e  Minima l – b ring ing  a b o ut so me  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  

la ndsc a pe , b ut wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a n a dve rse  la nd sc a p e  e ffe c t o r 

sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. 

La ndsc a pe  fe a ture s a nd ve g e ta tion 

5.1.2. The  a sse ssme nt Site  c urre ntly c o mprise s p la nta tio n fa rmla nd , unma inta ine d  

g ra ssla nd  a nd  a n a re a  o f ha rdsta nd ing  to  the  e a st. The  b o und a rie s to  the  
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Site  a re  g e ne ra lly we ll ve g e ta te d , c o mprising  a  c o mb ina tio n o f p o st-a nd -

ra il fe nc ing , d ry sto ne  wa lls a nd  me ta l a nd  wo o d e n a c c e ss g a te s. No  o the r 

no ta b le  ve g e ta tio n is p re se nt o n the  Site , a nd  a s suc h is c o nside re d  to  b e  

o f Low o ve ra ll se nsitivity; it is in mo d e ra te  c o nd itio n, ho we ve r ha s no  

no ta b le  a e sthe tic a lly p le a sing  e le me nts a nd  c o uld  b e  furthe r e nha nc e d , 

ma na g e d  a nd  impro ve d .  The  ma g nitud e  o f e ffe c t o f the  d e ve lo p me nt 

up o n ve g e ta tio n a nd  la nd sc a p e  fe a ture s is the re fo re  c o nside re d  to  b e  

Sma ll; this ta ke s into  a c c o unt tha t the re  wo uld  b e  so me  ve g e ta tio n lo ss 

within the  site  itse lf. The  c o nse q ue nt e ffe c t o n la ndsc a pe  fe a ture s a nd  

ve g e ta tio n a s a  la nd sc a p e  re c e p to r wo uld  the re fo re  b e  Minima l – e nta iling  

so me  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  la nd sc a p e  b ut wo uld  no t c o nstitute  sig nific a nt 

o r a dve rse  e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. 

La ndsc a pe  a nd He rita g e  De sig na tions 

5.1.3. The re  a re  3 Co nse rva tio n Are a s within 2km o f the  Site . The se  inc lude : 

 • Ne wto wn Co nse rva tio n Are a  • St. La wre nc e ’ s Co nse rva tio n Are a  • Lo ng ridg e  Co nse rva tio n Are a   

5.1.4. Within 1km o f the  a sse ssme nt site , a  to ta l o f 2 Liste d  Build ing s e xist.  The se  

inc lud e : 

 • Ha c king  Ho b s • Bury’ s Fa rmho use  

 

5.1.5. The re  a re  no  Sc he d ule d  Mo nume nts within 1km o f the  a sse ssme nt Site . 

 

5.1.6. The  ne a re st Liste d  Build ing s a re  ‘ Ha c king  Ho b s’  a nd  ‘ Bury’ s Fa rmho use ’  to  

the  no rth we st a nd  e a st, so uth e a st o f the  a sse ssme nt Site , re sp e c tive ly.  

 

5.1.7. It is no t a ntic ip a te d  tha t a ny o f the  a b o ve  me ntio ne d  he rita g e  a sse ts will 

e xp e rie nc e  vie ws o f the  a sse ssme nt Site . This ha s b e e n c o nfirme d  thro ug h 

Site  visits, whe re  ra ise d  to p o g ra p hy to  the  no rth o f the  Site , e xisting  b uilt fo rm 

to  the  e a st a nd  ta ll, ma ture  he d g e ro ws to  the  so uth e a st (a lo ng  Brid le wa ys 

121 a nd  59 in p a rtic ula r), a nd  d e nse  ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  Site  b o und a rie s 

sc re e n a ny p o te ntia l vie ws fro m the se  lo c a tio ns. A The o re tic a l Visua l 

Enve lo p e  ha s b e e n pro d uc e d  b a se d  up o n the se  Site  visits, c a n b e  se e n in 

Ap p e nd ix 3, Pla n 9.  

 

5.1.8. As a  re sult, the  e ffe c ts o n he rita g e  a sse ts a re  no t c o nsid e re d  a ny furthe r in 

this re p o rt.  

Ove ra ll Conc lusion on La ndsc a pe  Effe c ts 

5.1.9. In o ve ra ll te rms in re la tio n to  la nd sc a p e  e ffe c ts, the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  

a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  g ive  rise  to  a  Minima l la nd sc a p e  e ffe c t in re sp e c t o f 

la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r a nd  a  Minima l e ffe c t in te rms o f la nd sc a pe  

d e sig na tio ns, fe a ture s a nd  ve g e ta tio n.  Whilst the re  wo uld  b e , to  va rying  

d e g re e s, e le me nts o f c ha ng e  to  e a c h o f the se  re c e p to rs, the  na ture  a nd  

e xte nt o f tha t c ha ng e  wo uld  b e  g e ne ra lly c o nfine d  to  the  imme d ia te  a re a  

a nd  wo uld  no t c ha ng e  the  fund a me nta l c ha ra c te r o f the  la nd sc a pe  

se tting  a nd  in no  wa y wo uld  c ha ng e  the  o ve ra ll c ha ra c te r o f the  wid e r 
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a re a . The re fo re  the  d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  no t e nta il a ny una c c e p ta b le  

a dve rse  la ndsc a pe  e ffe c ts. 
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6. Asse ssme nt of Visua l Effe c ts 

6.1.1. The  visua l e ffe c ts o f the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo pme nt a re  se t o ut in summa ry 

fo rm in Ap p e nd ix 2 Ta b le  4, whic h se ts o ut the  se nsitivity o f the  ide ntifie d  

visua l re c e p to rs, a nd  the  ma g nitud e  o f the  visua l e ffe c ts upo n the  

re c e p to rs.  The  c rite ria  fo r the  de te rmina tio n o f se nsitivity a nd  ma g nitud e  o f 

visua l e ffe c ts a re  se t o ut in Ap p e nd ix 1 the  me tho d o lo g y. The  fo llo wing  

p a ra g ra p hs summa rise  the  visua l e ffe c ts in re sp e c t o f e a c h ide ntifie d  

c a te g o ry /  g ro up  o f visua l re c e p to r. 

Re side ntia l Prope rtie s 

6.1.2. The  p rinc ip a l vie ws to  the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt fro m re sid e ntia l 

p ro pe rtie s will b e  tho se  vie ws tha t a re  a va ila b le  fro m within the  e xisting  

d we lling s a nd  g a rd e ns o f re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s a d ja c e nt to  the  b o und a rie s 

o f the  a sse ssme nt Site  a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  a nd  Wa te r Me a d o ws, whic h 

inc lud e  Vie w Po ints 8, 9 a nd  12. The  e xte nt  a nd   na ture   o f  the se   vie ws  will  

va ry  d e p e nd ing   o n  whe the r  the  a d jo ining   p ro p e rtie s  a re   sing le   o r  two   

sto re y,  the   na ture   a nd   he ig ht  o f a ny g a rd e n b o und a ry fe nc ing , the  

p re se nc e  a nd  he ig ht o f a ny b o und a ry he dg e s o r ve g e ta tio n within the  

a sse ssme nt site , a nd  ho w  ind ivid ua l  p ro p e rtie s  a re  o rie nta te d  in te rms o f 

wind o ws e tc . re la tive  to  the  a sse ssme nt Site . All o f the se  vie ws a re  

e sse ntia lly ‘ p riva te ’  vie ws, in tha t the y a re  p a rtic ula r to  ind ivid ua l p ro p e rtie s 

a nd  a re  no t a va ila b le  to  the  p ub lic  a s a  who le .  In tha t c o nte xt, the  b a sic  

q ue stio n is no t whe the r o wne rs a nd  o c c up ie rs o f ne ig hb o uring  p ro p e rtie s 

wo uld  e xpe rie nc e  fina nc ia l o r o the r lo ss fro m a  p a rtic ula r d e ve lo p me nt, b ut 

whe the r the  pro p o sa l wo uld  una c c e p ta b ly a ffe c t a me nitie s a nd  the  

e xisting  use  o f la nd  a nd  b uild ing s whic h o ug ht to  b e  p ro te c te d  in the  p ub lic  

inte re st. Tha t sa id , it is a c kno wle dg e d  tha t a n e ffe c t o n a  numb e r o f 

re side nts mig ht b e  c o nside re d  to  g ive  rise  to  a n e ffe c t o n a  c o mmunity, 

a nd  thus it is pe rtine nt tha t in se e king  to  a sse ss the  e ffe c ts o f d e ve lo p me nt 

tha t so me  a c c o unt sho uld  b e  ta ke n o f the se  visua l e ffe c ts; it is no t tha t the y 

a re  o f no  we ig ht, b ut c le a rly, in the  lig ht o f the  a b o ve , suc h p ure ly p riva te  

inte re sts c a rry le ss we ig ht tha n p ub lic  inte re sts. 

6.1.3. All  o f  the   vie ws  fro m  a d jo ining   re side ntia l  p ro p e rtie s  c a n  b e   c o nsid e re d  

to g e the r, a s the  sa me  issue  wo uld  a rise  in a ll c a se s. The  p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt  wo uld   c ha ng e   the   na ture   o f  the   o utlo o k  a va ila b le   fro m  

the  p ro pe rtie s, in tha t the  e xisting  vie ws to  a nd  o ve r the  und e ve lo p e d  

a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  b e  a ffe c te d . This c ha ng e  wo uld  b e  mo st 

p ro no unc e d  fro m tho se  p ro p e rtie s furthe r no rth o n Pre sto n Ro a d , c lo se  to  

Vie wp o int 8. De sp ite  the  fa c t tha t the se  p ro p e rtie s wo uld  o nly e xpe rie nc e  

o b liq ue  vie ws to wa rds the  Site  d ue  to  the ir o rie nta tio n, the  spa rsity o f 

b o und a ry tre e s a lo ng  the  no rthe rn Site  b o unda ry a llo ws vie ws into  the  Site  

fro m this lo c a tio n.  

6.1.4. Vie ws fro m tho se  p ro pe rtie s to  the  imme dia te  we st o f the  Site  a lo ng  Pre sto n 

Ro a d  a nd  Wa te r Me a d o ws, re p re se nte d  b y vie wp o ints 9 a nd  12, wo uld  

e xp e rie nc e  d ire c t vie ws to wa rd s the  Site , ho we ve r vie ws wo uld  no t b e  

a lte re d  to  the  sa me  e xte nt d ue  to  sc re e ning  p ro vide d  b y the  ta ll, d e nse  

b o und a ry tre e s a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d .   

6.1.5. Whe re  a va ila b le , b ut limite d  d ue  to  e xisting  ve g e ta te d  b o unda rie s, lo ng e r 

d ista nc e  vie ws o ve r the  a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  b e  lo st a s a  c o nse q ue nc e  o f 
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the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt. The se  c ha ng e s to  vie ws wo uld  b e  

e xp e rie nc e d  fro m tho se  p ro p e rtie s tha t a d jo in o r lie  c lo se  to  the  a sse ssme nt 

site  a lo ng  o r a d ja c e nt the  b o und a rie s, p a rtic ula rly tho se  pro pe rtie s a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d  re pre se nte d  b y Vie wp o int 9, a nd  a lso  lo ng e r d ista nc e  vie ws 

fro m tho se  p ro pe rtie s to  the  no rth, re p re se nte d  b y Vie wp o int 8, a s no te d  

a nd  d e sc rib e d  in Ap p e nd ix 2 Ta b le  4. 

6.1.6. The  susc e p tib ility a nd  se nsitivity o f the se  re sid e ntia l visua l re c e p to rs is 

c o nsid e re d  to  b e  Hig h. Ho we ve r, the  va lue  o f the  re c e p to rs in c lo se  

p ro ximity to  the  a sse ssme nt Site , suc h a s tho se  pro p e rtie s re pre se nte d  b y 

vie wp o int 9 o n Pre sto n Ro a d  a nd  Wa te r Me a d o ws, is c o nside re d  to  b e  

Me dium . This is d ue  to  e xisting  inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  we ste rn Site  

b o und a ry, whic h a ssists in sc re e ning  a nd  filte ring  vie ws fro m the se  

p ro pe rtie s. The  va lue  o f re c e p to rs a t g re a te r d ista nc e s o n Pre sto n Ro a d , 

suc h a s tho se  p ro p e rtie s re p re se nte d  b y vie wp o int 8 is a lso  c o nside re d  to  

b e  Me dium . This is due  to  the  o b liq ue  na ture  o f vie ws fro m this lo c a tio n, b ut 

a lso  the  p o te ntia l fo r e nha nc e d  vie ws into  the  Site  d ue  to  the  sp a rsity o f 

tre e  c o ve ra g e  a lo ng  the  no rthe rn b o unda ry.  

6.1.7. In te rms o f ma g nitude , the  visua l e ffe c ts a re  the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  

Sma ll. This ta ke s into  a c c o unt tha t the  d e ve lo p me nt is c o nside re d  to  b e  o f 

mino r sc a le , in tha t, the  ne w d e ve lo p me nt will o nly b e  a  mino r ne w 

c o mp o ne nt o f a n a lre a d y mo d e rn b uilt se tting , within the  wid e r vie w. It is 

a lso  o f lo c a lise d  e xte nt b e c a use  the  c ha ng e  wo uld  o nly b e  se e n fro m p a rts 

o f the  surro und ing  p ro p e rtie s b ut it wo uld  c re a te  a n irre ve rsib le  a nd  lo ng  

(p e rma ne nt) d ura tio n. Thus in o ve ra ll te rms, the  o ve ra ll visua l e ffe c t o n 

re side ntia l p ro pe rtie s wo uld  b e  Mode ra te  a t b o th c lo se r a nd  lo ng e r 

d ista nc e s fro m the  a sse ssme nt Site . The  pro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt wo uld  

b ring  a b o ut c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  la ndsc a p e  within the  imme d ia te  

c o nte xt b ut o nly limite d  c ha ng e  within the  wid e r vie w a nd  wo uld  thus no t 

c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt o r a dve rse , visua l o r e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.   

6.1.8. Any Mo d e ra te  visua l e ffe c ts c a n a lso  b e  mitig a te d  thro ug h the  

imple me nta tio n o f the  la nd sc a pe  stra te g y a nd  p la nting  p la n p ro po se d  to  

he lp  furthe r re d uc e  the se  visua l e ffe c ts to  o nly limite d  a nd  re stric te d  

c ha ng e . 

He rita g e  

6.1.9. As p re vio usly me ntio ne d  in se c tio n 5.1.7, it is no t a ntic ip a te d  tha t a ny o f the  

a fo re me ntio ne d  he rita g e  a sse ts within this d o c ume nt will e xp e rie nc e  vie ws 

to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site . As a  re sult, visua l e ffe c ts o n the se  he rita g e  

a sse ts is no t c o nsid e re d  furthe r within this re po rt.  

Roa ds 

6.1.10. The  p o te ntia l visua l e ffe c ts o f the  d e ve lo pme nt o n ro a d  use rs va rie s 

d e pe nd ing  up o n the  ro a d  in q ue stio n a nd  the  d ista nc e  o f ro a d  use rs fro m 

the  a sse ssme nt site . Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  no rth a nd  no rth 

we st o f the  site  a re  like ly to  e xp e rie nc e  so me  g limp se d  a nd  o b liq ue  vie ws 

o f the  pro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt, a ltho ug h the se  will b e  filte re d  b y the  

inte rve ning , a lb e it sp a rse , ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  no rthe rn Site  b o und a ry, 

a nd  a lso  b y the  rising  to p o g ra p hy o f Alsto n Re se rvo ir No . 2 a t furthe r 

d ista nc e s a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d . Alo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  we st o f the  site , 

vie ws will a g a in b e  filte re d  b y the  e xisting  b uilt fo rm a nd  ve g e ta tio n to  the  
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we st a nd  so uth o f the  a sse ssme nt site . The se  p o te ntia l vie ws a re  

re pre se nte d  b y Vie wp o ints 9 a nd  12. To  the  so uth a nd  so uth we st o f the  site , 

ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Ca rle to n Ro a d  will e xp e rie nc e  filte re d , me d ium-ra ng e  

vie ws to wa rds the  a sse ssme nt Site , d ue  to  the  p re se nc e  o f inte rve ning  

ve g e ta tio n a nd  so me  inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm a sso c ia te d  with Sp o ut Fa rm 

Nurse ry. Vie ws fro m ro a d  use rs a lo ng  Pinfo ld  La ne  will b e  limite d  d ue  to  the  

p re se nc e  o f hig h, ma ture  he dg e ro ws to  the  no rth-we st o f the  la ne . 

6.1.11. The  susc e p tib ility a nd  se nsitivity o f ro a ds a s visua l re c e p to rs is c o nside re d  to  

b e  Me dium.  The  va lue  o f the se  p a ssing  a nd  tra nsie nt vie ws is c o nside re d  

to  b e  Low. This is b e c a use  the  o b se rva tio n o f p a ssing  ro a d  use rs a nd  

c o mmute rs is b rie f a nd  mo me nta ry a nd  the  use rs o f the  ro a d  will no t 

ne c e ssa rily b e  using  the  ro ute  fo r re c re a tio na l p urp o se s, g ive n the  c o nte xt. 

The  ma g nitud e  o f the  visua l e ffe c t o f the  d e ve lo p me nt o n p ub lic  ro a d s is 

the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  Sma ll. This is d ue  to  the  sma ll sc a le  p ro po sa ls o f 

the  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  lo c a lise d / re stric te d  e xte nt o f the  vie w, b e c a use  

the  c ha ng e  wo uld  b e  c o nfine d  to  limite d  pa rts o f the se  ro ute s thro ug h 

g limpse s o f ve g e ta tio n a nd /  o r b uilt fo rm. Thus in o ve ra ll te rms the  visua l 

e ffe c t o n the se  se c tio ns o f ro a d  wo uld  b e  Slig ht a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  

no rth, a nd  Slig ht a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  e a st a nd  so uth o f the  Site . The  

p ro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt wo uld  the re fo re  e nta il o nly limite d  c ha ng e  to  the  

e xisting  vie w a lo ng  the  p ub lic  ro a d s a nd  wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a n a d ve rse  

visua l o r sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. 

Public  Rig hts of Wa y 

6.1.12. The  ne a re st PRo W (Fo o tp a th 118) runs c lo se  the  so uthe rn b o unda ry o f the  

a sse ssme nt Site , b e fo re  te rmina ting  c lo se  to  the  so uth we ste rn Site  

b o und a ry. The  se c o nd  c lo se st p ub lic  rig ht o f wa y, Brid le wa y 119, to  the  

so uth, ha s p o te ntia l to  e xp e rie nc e  vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site , d ue  

to  lo w-lying  he dg e ro w o n the  no rthe rn site  o f the  Brid le wa y a nd  re la tive ly 

uninte rrup te d  vie ws to wa rd s the  Site , sa ve  fo r the  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm 

whic h e xists a lo ng  the  Site  b o und a rie s. Brid le wa y 119 c o ntinue s no rthe a st 

into  Brid le wa y 121, whe re  the  he d g e ro ws b e c o me  le ss we ll ma inta ine d  a nd  

g re a te r in he ig ht, a c ting  to  a lmo st c o mp le te ly sc re e n vie ws to wa rd s the  

a sse ssme nt Site  fo r use rs o f this Brid le wa y, with p o te ntia l fo r so me  o b liq ue , 

g limpse d  vie ws to wa rds the  Site .  

6.1.13. The  to p o g ra p hy o f the  a re a  va rie s thro ug ho ut the  2km stud y a re a , b e ing  

influe nc e d  b y the  ‘ Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd ’  la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r 

typ e , p a rtic ula rly type  5c : Lo we r Rib b le  to  the  so uth, g iving  wa y to  a  b ro a d , 

fla t va lle y. To  the  no rth o f the  a sse ssme nt Site , Alsto n Re se rvo irs e xist, with 

ste e p ly rising  slo pe s whic h c re a te  a  visua l b uffe r to wa rds the  Site  fro m this 

d ire c tio n. As a  re sult, Brid le wa y 58 to  the  e a st a nd  no rth e a st o f the  Site  ha s 

no  vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site , a s de mo nstra te d  in vie wp o ints 4 a nd  

5. Brid le wa y 59 to  the  so uth e a st a lso  c o mprise s ta ll he dg e ro ws, sc re e ning  

a ll vie ws to wa rds the  a sse ssme nt Site , a s re p re se nte d  b y Vie wpo int 10. 

Brid le wa y 119 ha s the  p o te ntia l to  e xp e rie nc e  filte re d  vie ws to wa rd s the  

Site , a ltho ug h inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  so uthe rn Site  b o und a ry 

p ro vid e s sc re e ning  fro m this lo c a tio n. Brid le wa y 121 a lso  ha s o pp o rtunitie s 

fo r g limp se d  a nd  filte re d  vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site , a ltho ug h it is 

b o und e d  b y ta ll, we ll-e sta b lishe d  he d g e ro ws whic h pro vid e  sc re e ning  

a lo ng  this ro ute .  
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6.1.14. To  the  e a st a nd  so uth e a st o f the  Site , se ve ra l mo re  fo o tp a ths e xist. The  

to p o g ra p hy in this a re a  is pa rtic ula rly fla t, c o mp rising  pa sto ra l fa rm la nd  

with he d g e ro w fie ld  b o und a rie s. This g ive s rise  to  o p e n, lo ng -d ista nc e  vie ws, 

o fte n p unc tua te d  b y a re a s o f e xisting  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. Vie ws fro m 

fo o tp a ths 107 a nd  104, a s re pre se nte d  b y Vie wp o ints 13 a nd  14, 

re sp e c tive ly, a re  we ll-sc re e ne d  b y inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm, 

with p o ssib ilitie s fo r g limp se d  vie ws o f ro o fto p s o f the  pro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt. It is the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  tha t the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt 

will ha ve  a  limite d  e ffe c t a nd  re sult in no  fund a me nta l c ha ng e s o n the ir 

c ha ra c te r.  

6.1.15. Pub lic  rig hts o f wa y g e ne ra lly a s visua l re c e p to rs a re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  o f 

Hig h se nsitivity a nd  susc e p tib ility. G ive n tha t the  vie ws fro m p ub lic  rig hts o f 

wa y within the  stud y a re a  c o mprise  vie ws typ ic a l o f the  a re a , with ne ithe r 

d isting uishing  no r und isting uishing  e le me nts, the  va lue  o f the  vie w is 

a sse sse d  a s Me dium. In te rms o f ma g nitud e , the  visua l e ffe c t o f the  

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt o n PRo W wo uld  b e  Sma ll a nd  the  o ve ra ll visua l 

e ffe c t o n the  ne a re st func tio na l Fo o tp a th 118 wo uld  thus b e  Mode ra te . The  

p ro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt wo uld  e nta il limite d  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  vie w 

a nd  wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a n a dve rse  visua l o r sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l 

e ffe c t. 

Visitors to  RSPB We tla nd 

6.1.16. Vie wp o int 2 is re p re se nta tive  o f b o th use rs o f Brid le wa y 121, a nd  visito rs to  

the  RSPB We tla nd  a t Alsto n No .3 Re se rvo ir. Visito rs to  the  RSPB b ird  hid e s 

(lo c a te d  to  the  no rth we st o f Brid le wa y 121) will ha ve  d ire c t vie ws a c ro ss 

the  we tla nd  to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt Site . The  se nsitivity o f the se  re c e p to rs 

is c o nside re d  to  b e  Me dium , sinc e  a ltho ug h the  vie ws fo rm a  c o mp o ne nt 

o f the  e xpe rie nc e  o f b ird wa tc hing  in this a re a , use rs o f this fa c ility a re  ta ke n 

to  b e  p rima rily fo c use d  o n the  re c re a tio na l a c tivity a t ha nd .  In te rms o f 

ma g nitud e , the  visua l e ffe c t o f the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt up o n the se  

vie ws wo uld  b e  Me dium. This is b e c a use , a ltho ug h the  p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt will c ha ng e  the  a sse ssme nt Site  visua lly, the  la nd  to  the  e a st 

o f the  a sse ssme nt Site  (c lo se st to  the se  b ird  hid e s) is c urre ntly utilise d  a s a  

ya rd  fo r the  g a rde n c e ntre , a nd  c o mprise s se mi-p e rma ne nt b uilt struc ture s, 

p la nt, ma c hine ry a nd  ha rd  sta nd ing . As suc h, the  intro d uc tio n o f b uilt fo rm 

into  this la ndsc a p e  wo uld  no t b e  a  c o mp le te  d ive rg e nc e  fro m its c urre nt 

sta te . Using  the  c rite ria  in Ap p e nd ix 1 Ta b le  10, this re sults in a  Mode ra te  

visua l e ffe c t.  

Ove ra ll Conc lusion on Visua l Effe c ts 

6.1.17. In o ve ra ll te rms, the  sma ll sc a le  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  

o nly g ive  rise  to  a  fe w Mode ra te  visua l e ffe c ts, the  mo st sig nific a nt o f whic h 

wo uld  b e  o n a d jo ining  re side ntia l p ro p e rtie s a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d . G ive n the  

we ig ht tha t c a n b e  a tta c he d  to  the  e ffe c ts o n the  p riva te  inte re sts o f the  

fo rme r a nd  so me  limiting  c o mmuna l a nd  re c re a tio na l va lue  o f the  la tte r, 

the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  no t, o f itse lf, c o nstitute  a n 

a dve rse  visua l e ffe c t o r sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t g ive n the  wide r 

la ndsc a pe  se tting  a nd  c o nte xt in whic h it lie s.  
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7. La ndsc a pe  Stra te g y  

7.1.1. Whe n the  ne e d  fo r la nd sc a pe  c ha ng e  a nd  o p p o rtunity fo r tha t c ha ng e  – 

a re  c o nside re d  to g e the r it is p o ssib le  to  de ve lo p  a  simp le  b ut e ffe c tive  

la ndsc a pe  stra te g y fo r the  site  tha t is a p pro pria te  in te rms o f c o nte xt a nd  

sc a le  to  minimise  la ndsc a p e  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts. The  pro p o se d  la nd sc a pe  

stra te g y a nd  se p a ra te  a sse ssme nts o f la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r c o nside re d  in 

Se c tio n 4 a b o ve  ide ntify a  numb e r o f c o mmo n the me s in re la tio n to  

g uida nc e  o n ho w the  lo c a l la nd sc a p e  - a nd  d e ve lo p me nt within it - c o uld  

(a nd  sho uld ) b e  ma na g e d  to  re ta in its inhe re nt d istinc tive  c ha ra c te r a nd  

furthe r he lp  re d uc e  imp a c ts. The se  the me s inc lud e : 

 • Re ta in e xisting  ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  b o unda rie s a nd  use  a  la ndsc a pe  

fra me wo rk to  p la n de ve lo p me nt c o nstra ints a nd  d e sig n fo r ne w 

p la nting ; • Re ta in tre e s a nd  p la nt furthe r tre e s whe re  p o ssib le , p a rtic ula rly 

a lo ng  the  fring e s o f ne w p ro p e rtie s a nd  to  the  e a st o f the  Site  to  

he lp  sc re e n vie ws a nd  a p pro a c he s to  the  b uilt e d g e ; • Enc o ura g e  the  use  o f na tive  spe c ie s;  • Enha nc ing  a c c e ss a nd  inte ra c tio n with Alsto n Re se rvo irs CBH; • The  p ro visio n o f sha re d  fo rma l a nd  info rma l o p e n spa c e  with the  

wid e r c o mmunity; a nd  

7.1.2. The  d isp o sitio n o f the se  e le me nts o f p la nting  re la tive  to  the  de ve lo p me nt 

p ro p o sa ls is sho wn o n la ndsc a pe  stra te g y in Ap p e nd ix 3 Pla n 10. The  

la ndsc a pe  stra te g y a nd  p la nting  p la n p ro po se d  he lp s to  furthe r re d uc e  

a ny mo d e ra te  la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts to  slig ht e ffe c ts, whic h wo uld  

e nta il o nly limite d  c ha ng e . 
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8. Ove ra ll Conc lusions 

8.1.1. The  a sse ssme nt Site  c o mp rise s a n a g ric ultura l p la nta tio n, unma inta ine d  

g ra ssla nd  a nd  a n a re a  o f ha rdsta nd ing , with Site  b o unda rie s c o mp rising  a  

c o mb ina tio n o f tre a tme nts inc lud ing  dry-sto ne  wa lls, timb e r p o st-a nd -ra il 

fe nc ing , b o unda ry tre e s a nd  wo o d e n a nd  me ta l a c c e ss g a te s. The re  a re  

no  p e rc e ive d  c ritic a l a re a s o r p a rts o f the  a sse ssme nt site  tha t a re  hig hly 

d istinc tive  o r d isting uishe d , in te rms o f la ndsc a p e  va lue  a nd  q ua lity, fro m 

o the r simila r a re a s o r pa rts in whic h it lie s. The  c ha ra c te r o f the  la ndsc a p e  

wo uld  the re fo re  c o ntinue  to  b e  o b ta ine d  in the  surro und ing  a re a  if /  whe n 

the  a sse ssme nt site  wa s d e ve lo pe d . The  a sse ssme nt site  is the re fo re  o f Poor 

imp o rta nc e  (o r q ua lity) a nd  ra rity within the  la nd sc a p e  a nd  ha s p o te ntia l 

fo r sub stitutio n a nd  c a p a c ity to  a c c e p t c ha ng e .      

8.1.2. The  d e ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa ls wo uld  c ha ng e  the  site  fro m a  p rinc ip a lly 

a g ric ultura l site  to  a  re sid e ntia l o ne . The  lo ss o f the  e xisting  a g ric ultura l 

p la nta tio n a nd  g ra ssla nd  wo uld  b e  lo ng  te rm a nd  irre ve rsib le . As p a rt o f the  

d e ve lo p me nt (whe re  p o ssib le ) e xisting  tre e  a nd  he d g e ro w ve g e ta tio n o n 

the  site  b o unda rie s sho uld  b e  re ta ine d  a nd  b e  sup p le me nte d  with ne w 

p la nting . 

8.1.3. In o ve ra ll te rms, in re la tio n to  la nd sc a p e  e ffe c ts, the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  

a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  g ive  rise  to  a  mo d e ra te  la ndsc a p e  e ffe c t in re spe c t 

o f la ndsc a pe  c ha ra c te r a nd  mo d e ra te  e ffe c t in te rms o f la ndsc a p e  

d e sig na tio n, fe a ture s a nd  ve g e ta tio n. Whilst the re  wo uld  thus b e , to  va rying  

d e g re e s, e le me nts o f c ha ng e  to  e a c h o f the se  re c e p to rs, the  na ture  a nd  

e xte nt o f tha t c ha ng e  wo uld  o nly b e  to  the  imme d ia te  a re a  a nd  wo uld  in 

no  wa y c ha ng e  the  o ve ra ll c ha ra c te r o f the  wid e r a re a  a nd  the re fo re  

wo uld  no t e nta il a ny una c c e p ta b le  a dve rse  la nd sc a p e  e ffe c ts o r 

c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. 

8.1.4. In re spe c t o f visua l e ffe c ts, the  sma ll sc a le  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  a sse ssme nt 

site  wo uld  o nly g ive  rise  to  a  fe w mo d e ra te  visua l e ffe c ts, the  mo st 

sig nific a nt o f whic h wo uld  b e  o n a d jo ining  re sid e ntia l p ro pe rtie s, ro a d  use rs 

a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  to  the  no rth o f the  Site , a nd  visito rs to  the  RSPB we tla nd  

b ird  hid e s. Ho we ve r, c o nsid e ring  the  inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n he lp ing  to  

sc re e n the  vie ws o f the  fo rme r, a nd  the  fa c t tha t vie ws a re  no t the  ke y 

a ttra c tio n to  the  la tte r, it is the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  tha t the  d e ve lo p me nt o f 

the  a sse ssme nt site  wo uld  no t, o f itse lf, c o nstitute  a n a dve rse  visua l e ffe c t 

o r sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t g ive n the  wid e r la ndsc a pe  se tting  a nd  

c o nte xt in whic h it lie s. 

8.1.5. The  p ro p o se d  la nd sc a p e  stra te g y fo r the  d e ve lo p me nt site  wo uld  re info rc e  

the  e xisting  la nd sc a pe  struc ture  to  the  site  thro ug h the  p la nting  o f 

a d d itio na l tre e s a nd  shrub  to  e nha nc e  tha t whic h a lre a d y e xists. To  p ro vide  

p hysic a l a nd  visua l linka g e s b e twe e n site  fe a ture s, ne w a re a s o f p la nting  

wo uld  b e  de ve lo pe d  p rima rily a lo ng  the  we ste rn a nd  e a ste rn e d g e s o f the  

site . This typ e  o f p la nting  wo uld  b e  c o nsiste nt with e xisting  a re a s o f 

ve g e ta tio n in the  surro und ing  la nd sc a p e . The  b a la nc e  o f la ndsc a p ing  o f 

the  site  wo uld  inc o rpo ra te  ne w tre e  p la nting  to  d e fine  a nd  fra me  the  

re side ntia l stre e tsc a p e  within the  site ; a lo ng  with ne w p la nting  to  pro vide  

linka g e s thro ug h a re a s o f p ub lic  o pe n sp a c e . To g e the r the se  e le me nts 

wo uld  p ro vide  a  la ndsc a p e  c o nte xt fo r the  pro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt tha t is 

c o nsiste nt, in sc a le  with, a nd  re info rc e s the  la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r o f the  

lo c a lity a nd  o f the  la nd sc a pe  c ha ra c te r a re a  tha t surro und s it. 
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8.1.6. De ve lo p me nt o f a  p re d o mina ntly o p e n site  will a lwa ys g ive  rise  to  so me  

mo d e ra te  la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l imp a c ts whic h wo uld  b e  lo ng  te rm a nd  

irre ve rsib le . Ho we ve r, the  e ffe c ts fro m the  p ro p o se d , sma ll sc a le , 

d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  o nly b ring  a b o ut so me  c ha ng e  to  a  limite d  numb e r o f 

la ndsc a pe  a nd  visua l re c e p to rs in c lo se  p ro ximity to  the  a sse ssme nt site . Fo r 

the  ma jo rity, the  d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  no t g ive  rise  to  a ny a dve rse  o r 

sig nific a nt la ndsc a pe  o r visua l e ffe c ts. This inc lud e s the  limite d  e ffe c t a  

numb e r o f re c e p to rs, inc lud ing  re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s a nd  ro a d  use rs o n 

Pre sto n Ro a d  a nd  Pinfo ld  La ne  re side ntia l p ro p e rtie s o n Pre sto n Ro a d  a nd  

Wa te r Me a d o ws, p ub lic  rig hts o f wa y to  the  inc lud ing  Fo o tpa ths 103, 104, 

107 a nd  118, a nd  Brid le wa ys 119 a nd  121, a nd  visito rs to  the  RSPB b ird  hide s 

lo c a te d  o ff Brid le wa y 121 /  Pinfo ld  La ne . The re fo re  this LVA d e mo nstra te s 

tha t the re  a re  no  susta ina b le  la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l o r he rita g e  re a so ns tha t 

wo uld  p re c lud e  the  g ra nt o f p la nning  p e rmissio n.  

8.1.7. The  la ndsc a pe  stra te g y a nd  p la nting  p la n p ro p o se d  he lp  to  furthe r ne g a te  

a ny c o nc e rns o ve r mo d e ra te  e ffe c ts, whic h wo uld  e nta il o nly limite d  

c ha ng e .  
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Appe ndic e s 

1. Appe ndix 1 -  La ndsc a pe  and Visua l Asse ssme nt 

Me thodology 

Guide line s 

1.1.1. This a p pra isa l ha s b e e n c a rrie d  o ut in lig ht o f the  g uida nc e  se t o ut in 

“Guide line s fo r La nd sc a p e  a nd  Visua l Imp a c t Asse ssme nt”  (G LVIA3) 

p ub lishe d  b y the  La nd sc a pe  Institute  a nd  the  Institute  o f Enviro nme nta l 

Ma na g e me nt a nd  Asse ssme nt 2013, a nd  “La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r 

Asse ssme nt. Guid a nc e  fo r Eng la nd  a nd  Sc o tla nd ”  (LCA) p ub lishe d  b y the  

Co untryside  Ag e nc y a nd  Sc o ttish Na tio na l He rita g e  2002. Ne ithe r o f the se  

d o c ume nts se t o ut a  p re sc rip tive  a p pro a c h to  ho w a sse ssme nts o r 

a p pra isa ls sho uld  b e  do ne , b ut b o th ide ntify p rinc ip le s a nd  g o o d  p ra c tic e . 

1.1.2. This a pp ra isa l ha s b e e n c a rrie d  o ut in lig ht o f the  g uid a nc e  se t o ut in the  

“Guide line s fo r La nd sc a p e  a nd  Visua l Imp a c t Asse ssme nt”  (G LVIA3) 

p ub lishe d  b y the  La nd sc a pe  Institute  a nd  the  Institute  o f Enviro nme nta l 

Ma na g e me nt a nd  Asse ssme nt 2013, a nd  “La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r 

Asse ssme nt. Guid a nc e  fo r Eng la nd  a nd  Sc o tla nd ”  (LCA) p ub lishe d  b y the  

Co untryside  Ag e nc y a nd  Sc o ttish Na tio na l He rita g e  2002. Ne ithe r o f the se  

d o c ume nts se t o ut a  p re sc rip tive  a p pro a c h to  ho w a sse ssme nts o r 

a p pra isa ls sho uld  b e  do ne , b ut b o th ide ntify p rinc ip le s a nd  g o o d  p ra c tic e . 

1.1.3. Re fe re nc e  ha s a lso  b e e n ma d e  to  the  fo llo wing  g uide line s: 

• Na tio na l Cha ra c te r Are a s (NC A) p ro file s; Na tura l Eng la nd  

• The  Cumb ria  La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r Guide line s a nd  To o lkit, Cumb ria  

Co unty Co unc il (CLCG&T) (2010);  

1.1.4. The  a sse ssme nt c o mp rise s the  fo llo wing  sta g e s:  

• A d e sc rip tio n o f the  d e ve lo p me nt pro p o se d  o n the  a sse ssme nt site .  

• A summa ry o f the  re le va nt a sp e c ts o f e xta nt a nd  e me rg e nt la nd sc a p e  

p la nning  p o lic ie s.  

• De fining  the  sc o p e  o f the  a sse ssme nt, site  re c o nna issa nc e  a nd  de skto p  

b a c kg ro und  re se a rc h.  

• A  d e sc rip tio n  o f  the   e xisting   c o nd itio ns  in  re sp e c t  o f  the   la nd sc a p e  

b a se line  (d e a ling   with  ma tte rs  o f  c urre nt  la nd sc a pe   c ha ra c te r  a nd  

e xisting   la ndsc a pe  re so urc e s), a nd  the  visua l b a se line  (d e a ling  with 

ma tte rs re la ting  to  the  visib ility o f the  a sse ssme nt site ).  

• A d e sc rip tio n o f the  imp a c ts – i.e . the  a c tio n b e ing  ta ke n – a nd  a n 

a sse ssme nt o f the  la nd sc a pe  e ffe c ts – i.e . the  c ha ng e s re sulting  fro m 

tha t a c tio n – o f the  p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt up o n the  la nd sc a p e  

b a se line .  

• Using  the  sa me  te rmino lo g y, a  d e sc rip tio n o f the  imp a c ts, a nd  a n 

a sse ssme nt o f the  visua l e ffe c ts o f the  p ro po se d  d e ve lo p me nt upo n 

the  visua l b a se line .  
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• An o ve ra ll c o nc lusio n o n the  sig nific a nt like ly la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l 

e ffe c ts o f the  pro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt.   

Ba se line  Asse ssme nt Me thodolog y 

1.1.5. The  fo llo wing  sp e c ific  d e sk-b a se d  ta sks ha ve  b e e n unde rta ke n:  

• A re vie w o f the  p la nning  p o lic y a sso c ia te d  with the  a sse ssme nt site ; 

• A re vie w o f the  la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a sse ssme nt within the  3km stud y 

a re a ;  

• A re vie w o f la nd sc a p e  de sig na tio ns fro m the  Eng lish He rita g e  

d a ta b a se  a nd  lo c a l a utho rity so urc e s; a nd   

• Ide ntific a tio n o f la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a nd  its ke y la nd sc a pe  e le me nts. 

1.1.6. The  b a se line  de sc rip tio n in this Ap p ra isa l c o mp rise s two  se p a ra te  e le me nts: 

a )  La nd sc a p e  Ba se line , a nd   

b )  Visua l Ba se line .  

In this Ap p ra isa l, a  d istinc tio n ha s b e e n d ra wn b e twe e n the  stud y a re a  a nd  

the  a sse ssme nt site . The  a sse ssme nt site  is the  a re a  p ro p o se d  fo r 

d e ve lo p me nt whilst the  stud y a re a  ta ke s in the  wid e r surro und s o f the  

a sse ssme nt site . The  d e te rmina tio n o f the  study a re a  ha s b e e n info rme d  b y 

d e sk to p  stud ie s o f ma p s a nd  a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs to  a sse ss ho w 

to p o g ra p hy, ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm in the  a re a  surro und ing  the  site  we re  

like ly to  c o ntro l vie ws to wa rd s the  a sse ssme nt site . This wo rk wa s fo llo we d  

b y a  site  visit/  visits to  de te rmine  the  p o te ntia l visib ility o f the  a sse ssme nt site . 

The  stud y a re a  b o unda rie s we re  the n se t to  e nsure  tha t a ll re le va nt a re a s 

o f p o te ntia l visib ility we re  a sse sse d .  In g e ne ra l te rms, it is a ssume d  tha t the  

e xte nt o f visib ility o f the  a sse ssme nt site  (a nd  ultima te ly o f p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt up o n it) will no t e xc e e d  a  3km ra d ius. 

The  La ndsc a pe  Ba se line   

1.1.7. The  La nd sc a p e  Ba se line  c o mp rise s two  e le me nts, e xisting  La ndsc a p e  

Cha ra c te r a nd  the  e xisting  La nd sc a p e  Re so urc e .    

1.1.8. La ndsc a pe   Cha ra c te r  is  d e fine d   in GLVIA3 a s ‘ A  distinc t,  re c o g nisa b le  

a nd c o nsiste nt p a tte rn o f e le me nts in the  la ndsc a pe  tha t ma ke s o ne  

la ndsc a pe  diffe re nt fro m a no the r, ra the r tha n b e tte r o r wo rse .’  As suc h, 

c ha ra c te r is influe nc e d  b y the  p hysic a l c o nstitue nt c o mp o ne nts o f the  

la ndsc a pe   inc lud ing   g e o lo g y,  so ils, to p o g ra p hy,  ve g e ta tio n,  wa te r 

fe a ture s,  la nd   utilisa tio n  a nd   b uilt  e le me nts. La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r 

Asse ssme nt is the  pro c e ss o f id e ntifying  va ria tio n a nd  c ha ng e  in the  

la ndsc a pe , a nd  using  tha t info rma tio n to  a ssist in ma na g ing  future  

la ndsc a pe  c ha ng e  (a rising  fro m d e ve lo p me nt o r o the r fa c to rs). 

La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Asse ssme nts – a t d iffe ring  sc a le s – ha ve  typ ic a lly 

b e e n pre pa re d  b y, o r o n b e ha lf o f, na tio na l a nd  lo c a l g o ve rnme nt o r 

a g e nc ie s, a nd  pro vid e  a  sta rting  p o int fo r the  c o nsid e ra tio n o f la ndsc a p e  

c ha ra c te r. As a  g e ne ra lity, the  mo re  d e ta ile d  the  e xisting  La nd sc a pe  

Cha ra c te r Asse ssme nt, the  mo re  re le va nt it will b e  to  the  sp e c ific  

a sse ssme nt site  a nd /  o r the  d e ve lo p me nt pro p o sa l. The re  a re  fo ur ma in 



 

Sp o ut Fa rm, Lo ng rid g e , Pre sto n LVA   June  2016 

iii 

 

le ve ls a t whic h la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r a sse ssme nt ha s b e e n, o r ma y b e  

c a rrie d  o ut, a s fo llo w:-  

 

a ) Na tio na l Le ve l (The  Na tio na l Cha ra c te r Are a  Pro file s p re p a re d  b y 

Na tura l Eng la nd );   

b ) Re g io na l Le ve l (Typ ic a lly p ro duc e d  fo r Na tura l Eng la nd  o r a  re g io na l 

g ro up ing  o f lo c a l a utho ritie s);  

c ) Lo c a l Autho rity Le ve l (No rma lly a t a  Co unty, o r Distric t le ve l, o r fo r a  

numb e r o f Distric ts (o r sp e c ific  p a rts the re o f)); a nd   

d ) Lo c a l Le ve l (typ ic a lly o f a  se ttle me nt o r a  g ro up  o f se ttle me nts within a  

lo c a l a utho rity).   

1.1.9. This  Ap p ra isa l  c o nside rs  the   La nd sc a p e   Cha ra c te r  Asse ssme nts  se t  o ut 

in  the  fo llo wing  d o c ume nts: 

 

a ) Na tio na l Le ve l: Na tio na l Cha ra c te r Are a  Pro file s: 35 La nc a shire  Va lle ys 

a nd  33 Bo wla nd  Fring e  a nd  Pe nd le  Hill (Na tura l Eng la nd )   

b ) Re g io na l Le ve l: La nc a shire  Co unty Co unc il La nd sc a p e  Cha ra c te r 

Typ e s – 5c  – Lo we r Rib b le  a nd  5h: Go o sna rg h – Whitting ha m  

1.1.10. In a d d itio n to  re fe re nc ing  the se  p ub lishe d  d o c ume nts, a  lo c a l  le ve l 

c ha ra c te r a sse ssme nt o f the  a sse ssme nt site  a nd  its surro und ing  ha s  b e e n 

und e rta ke n, whic h d e sc rib e s, in summa ry the  fo llo wing  e le me nts:  

 

a ) Existing  La nd  Use ;  

b ) Ad jo ining  La nd  Use s;  

c ) To p o g ra p hy;  

d ) Ve g e ta tio n;  

e ) Wa te r Fe a ture s;  

f) Built Ele me nts; a nd    

g ) Pub lic  Rig hts o f Wa y.  

1.1.11. The  Landsc ape  Re sourc e  b a se line  c o nside rs two  se pa ra te  a sp e c ts: 

la ndsc a pe  c o nd itio n – the  p hysic a l sta te  o f the  la ndsc a pe  – a nd  

la ndsc a pe  va lue  – ho w d iffe re nt a re a s o f la nd sc a pe  a re  va lue d  b y so c ie ty. 

The  fo llo wing  c rite ria  ha ve  b e e n use d  to  c a te g o rize  la ndsc a pe  c o nd itio n, 

whic h is d e sc rib e d  in the  Ap p ra isa l te xt. The  typ ic a l e xa mple s g ive n pro vide  

a n ind ic a tio n o f the  like ly la nd sc a p e  c o nd itio n b ut it d o e s no t ne c e ssa rily 

fo llo w tha t b e c a use  a  site  is within a  sp e c ific  d e sig na te d  a re a  tha t the  

c a te g o risa tio n o f la ndsc a p e  c o nd itio n will a uto ma tic a lly fo llo w; muc h will 

d e pe nd  o n sp e c ific  site  c o nd itio ns.    
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Ta ble  1: La ndsc a pe  Condition  

 
Cate g o ry  Crite ria Ty pic al Example  

Exc e ptio nal i)  Stro ng   la nd sc a p e   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic   p a tte rns, 

b a la nc e d  c o mb ina tio n o f la nd fo rm a nd  la nd c o ve r;  

ii) Ap p ro p ria te  ma na g e me nt fo r la nd  use  a nd  

la nd c o ve r;  

iii) Distinc t fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n;  

iv) Se nse  o f p la c e ;  

v) No  d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

Inte rna tio na lly o r 

Na tio na lly re c o g nise d  

e .g . a ll o r the  g re a t 

ma jo rity o f whic h wo uld  

b e  Wo rld  He rita g e  Site , 

Na tio na l Pa rk o r AONB. 

Hig h i)  Stro ng   la nd sc a p e   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic   p a tte rns,  

b a la nc e d  c o mb ina tio n o f la nd fo rm a nd  la nd c o ve r;  

ii) Ap p ro p ria te  ma na g e me nt fo r la nd  use  a nd  

la nd c o ve r b ut p o te ntia lly sc o p e  to  imp ro ve ;  

iii) Distinc t fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n;  

iv) Se nse  o f p la c e ;  

v) Oc c a sio na l d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

Na tio na lly o r Re g io na lly 

re c o g nise d  e .g . p a rts o f 

Na tio na l Pa rk o r AONB, 

a ll o r the  g re a t ma jo rity 

o f AGLV. 

Go o d i) Re c o g nisa b le  la nd sc a p e  struc ture , c ha ra c te ristic  

p a tte rns a nd   c o mb ina tio ns  o f  la nd fo rm  a nd  c o ve r  

a re   still e vid e nt;  

ii)  Sc o p e   to   imp ro ve   ma na g e me nt  fo r  la nd   use   a nd   

la nd c o ve r;  

iii) So me  fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n;  

iv) Se nse  o f p la c e ;  

v) So me  d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

Na tio na lly  o r Re g io na lly  

re c o g nise d  e .g . 

lo c a lise d  a re a s within 

Na tio na l Pa rk, AO NB o r  

AG LV.  Lo c a lly 

re c o g nise d  e .g . a ll o r the  

g re a t ma jo rity o f Are a  o f 

Lo c a l La nd sc a p e  

Imp o rta nc e  (ALLI). 

Ordinary  i)  Disting uisha b le   la nd sc a pe   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic   

p a tte rns o f la nd fo rm a nd  la nd c o ve r o fte n ma ske d  b y 

la nd  use ;  

ii) Sc o p e  to  imp ro ve  ma na g e me nt o f ve g e ta tio n;  

iii) So me  fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n;  

iv) So me  d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

 

Po o r i) We a k  la nd sc a p e   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic   p a tte rns  

o f la nd fo rm a nd  la nd c o ve r a re  o fte n ma ske d  b y la nd  

use ;  

ii) La c k  o f  ma na g e me nt  a nd   inte rve ntio n  ha s  re sults  

in d e g ra d a tio n;  

iii) Fre q ue nt d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

 

Ve ry  po o r i) De g ra d e d   la nd sc a p e   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic   

p a tte rns a nd   c o mb ina tio ns  o f  la nd fo rm  a nd  

la nd c o ve r  a re   ma ske d  b y la nd  use ; 

ii) La c k o f ma na g e me nt /  inte rve ntio n  ha s  re sulte d   in 

d e g ra d a tio n;  

iv) Exte nsive  d e tra c ting  fe a ture s. 

 

Damag e d i) Da ma g e d  la nd sc a p e  struc ture ;  

ii) Disturb e d  o r d e re lic t la nd  re q uire s tre a tme nt;  

iii) De tra c ting  fe a ture s d o mina te . 

 

De re lic t i) La nd  so  d a ma g e d  b y ind ustria l o r o the r d e ve lo p me nt 

tha t it is inc a p a b le  o f b e ne fic ia l use  witho ut tre a tme nt. 

 

1.1.12. The  fo llo wing  c rite ria  ha ve  b e e n use d  to  c a te g o rise  the  la nd sc a p e  va lue  

o f the  site . The  c a te g o rie s o f Exc e p tio na l a nd  Hig h a re  info rme d  d ire c tly 

b y re fe re nc e  to  d e ve lo p me nt p la n d o c ume nts; the  o the r c a te g o rie s 

e nta il a  judg e me nt in re sp e c t o f the  a ttrib ute s o f the  a re a  /  lo c a lity, o r 

ma y b e  info rme d  b y pub lishe d  la ndsc a p e  c ha ra c te r a sse ssme nts. 
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Ta ble  2: La ndsc a pe  Va lue  

 
Value  Ty pic al Crite ria Ty pic al Sc ale  Ty pic al Example  

Exc e ptio nal Ve ry hig h imp o rta nc e  (o r Q ua lity) 

a nd  Ra rity. No  o r e xtre me ly 

limite d  p o te ntia l fo r sub stitutio n. 

Inte rna tio na l, 

Na tio na l. 

Wo rld  He rita g e  Site , 

Na tio na l Pa rk o r AONB. 

Hig h Hig h Imp o rta nc e  (o r Qua lity) a nd  

Ra rity. Limite d  p o te ntia l fo r 

sub stitutio n. 

Na tio na l, 

Re g io na l, Lo c a l 

Na tio na l  Pa rk, AO NB, 

AG LV, ALLI 

Mo de rate  Me d ium Imp o rta nc e  (o r Qua lity) 

a nd  Ra rity. Limite d  p o te ntia l fo r 

sub stitutio n. 

Re g io na l, Lo c a l Und e sig na te d  b ut va lue  

p e rha p s e xp re sse d  thro ug h 

no n-o ffic ia l p ub lic a tio ns o r 

d e mo nstra b le  use . 

Po o r Lo w Imp o rta nc e  (o r Qua lity) a nd  

Ra rity. 

Lo c a l Are a s id e ntifie d  a s ha ving  

so me  re d e e ming  fe a ture  o r 

fe a ture s a nd  p o ssib ly 

id e ntifie d  fo r imp ro ve me nt. 

Ve ry  po o r Lo w Imp o rta nc e  (o r Qua lity) a nd  

Ra rity. 

Lo c a l Are a s id e ntifie d  fo r 

re c o ve ry. 

1.1.13. Fro m the se  se p a ra te  a sse ssme nts o f la nd sc a pe  c ha ra c te r a nd  the  

la ndsc a pe  re so urc e , la nd sc a p e  re c e p to rs – d e fine d  a s tho se  a spe c ts o f 

the  la ndsc a pe  tha t ha ve  the  p o te ntia l to  b e  a ffe c te d  b y the  pro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt. 

The  Visua l Ba se line  

1.1.14. The  e xte nt o f visib ility o f the  a sse ssme nt site , a nd  o f the  p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt is de te rmine d  b y the  b uild ing s/ d e ve lo p me nt surro und ing  the  

site , a s we ll a s b y e xisting  ve g e ta tio n a nd  to p o g ra p hy.  An initia l a sse ssme nt 

wa s ma d e , using  OS ma p p ing  a nd  a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs o f p o te ntia l 

lo c a tio ns fro m whe re  the  a sse ssme nt site  mig ht b e  se e n b y visua l re c e p to rs 

- d e fine d  a s ind ivid ua ls o r g ro up s who  ha ve  the  p o te ntia l to  b e  a ffe c te d  b y 

the  p ro p o sa l.  Po te ntia l lo c a tio ns tha t a re  ide ntifie d  inc lud e  re sid e ntia l a nd  

c o mme rc ia l p ro p e rtie s, ro a d s, PRo W, a nd  a re a s o f p ub lic  o p e n sp a c e /  

re c re a tio na l la nd .   

1.1.15. Fie ld  a sse ssme nt wa s c a rrie d  o ut in e a rly June  2016.  The  site  wa s vie we d  

fro m the  surro und ing  a re a  fro m a  ra ng e  o f lo c a tio ns, inc lud ing  tho se  

id e ntifie d  thro ug h the  d e sk stud y a nd  o the r lo c a tio ns tha t b e c a me  

a p pa re nt fro m the  fie ld  a sse ssme nt.  At the   time   o f the   fie ld   a sse ssme nt 

ve g e ta tio n  wa s in  le a f  a nd  thus  visib ility  in  winte r mo nths –  i.e .  usua lly 

ta ke n to  b e  the  ‘ wo rst c a se ’  – c o uld  no t b e  a sse sse d . This is c o nside re d  

thro ug ho ut this re p o rt. Ba se d  o n the  fie ld  a sse ssme nt, a n a p pro xima te  

visua l e nve lo pe  is inc lud e d  in the  a p pra isa l in p la n fo rm.  

1.1.16. In the  a p pra isa l the  po te ntia l visua l re c e p to rs a re  ide ntifie d  o n p la n a nd  

d e sc rib e d  in ta b ula r  fo rm,  whic h  c a te g o rize s  the   re c e p to r  b y  typ e   (i.e . 

re side ntia l p ro pe rty e tc .) a nd  d ista nc e  fro m the  e d g e  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  

(using  the  te rms se t o ut in Ta b le  3 b e lo w). 

Ta ble  3: Dista nc e  of Vie ws 

 
Distanc e  o f Vie w De finitio n 

Adjo ining  On the  e d g e  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  

Clo se  Le ss tha n 250m fro m the  e d g e  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  

Middle  Fro m 250m to  1500m fro m the  e d g e  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  

Lo ng  1500m o r g re a te r fro m the  e d g e  o f the  a sse ssme nt site  
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1.1.17. Fro m the  fie ld  a sse ssme nt, a  numb e r o f vie wp o ints to  the  a sse ssme nt site  

fro m p o te ntia l visua l re c e p to rs ha ve  b e e n id e ntifie d  thro ug h the  fie ld  

a sse ssme nt.  The  vie wpo ints se le c te d  e sse ntia lly c o ve r thre e  typ e s o f vie ws: 

  • Re pre se nta tive  vie wp o ints: typ ic a l o f a  pa rtic ula r typ e  o f visua l 

re c e p to r, e .g . c e rta in p o ints a lo ng  a  PRo W. • Sp e c ific  Vie wp o ints: a  ke y o r p ro mo te d  vie wpo int within the  la nd sc a p e  

p o ssib ly re la te d  to  lo c a l visito r a ttra c tio ns o r a sso c ia te d  with a  

d e sig na te d  la nd sc a p e  o r a  c ultura l la nd sc a pe . • Illustra tive  Vie wp o ints: whe re  a  p a rtic ula r e ffe c t ma y o nly b e  a va ila b le  

fro m c e rta in lo c a tio ns.   

1.1.18. No t a ll o f the se  typ e s o f vie wp o ints will ne c e ssa rily b e  p re se nt, o r ne e d  to  

b e  c o nside re d  in a ll a sse ssme nts. Ge ne ra lly, b ut no t e xc lusive ly, the  ma jo rity 

o f vie wp o ints id e ntifie d  will b e  re p re se nta tive  vie wp o ints. All o f the  

vie wp o ints id e ntifie d  a re  p ub lic  vie wp o ints. Whilst p riva te  lo c a tio ns, suc h a s 

ho use s, we re  no t visite d  d uring  the  fie ld  a sse ssme nt, a n a sse ssme nt o f the  

like ly vie ws fro m the se  p ro pe rtie s a nd  the ir visua l c o nte xt wa s ma d e  fro m 

ne a rb y lo c a tio ns.  

1.1.19. Vie wp o int lo c a tio ns a re  sho wn in p la n fo rm a nd  the  vie ws a va ila b le  fro m 

the  se le c te d  vie wp o ints sho wn a s p ho to g ra phs in the  a pp ra isa l.  

Asse ssme nt of La ndsc a pe  a nd Visua l Effe c ts  –  Ge ne ra l Approa c h  

1.1.20. As d e fine d  in GLVIA3, la nd sc a p e  e ffe c ts a re  tho se  e ffe c ts o n the  

la ndsc a pe  a s a  re so urc e  in its o wn rig ht, a nd  visua l e ffe c ts a re  tho se  e ffe c ts 

o n sp e c ific  vie ws a nd  o n the  g e ne ra l a me nity a s e xpe rie nc e d  b y pe o p le . 

The  jud g e me nt ma de  in re spe c t o f b o th la ndsc a p e  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts is a  

c o mb ina tio n o f a n a sse ssme nt o f the  se nsitivity o f the  re c e p to r a g a inst the  

ma g nitud e  o f the  la ndsc a p e  o r visua l e ffe c t. 

1.1.21. The  jud g e me nt to  b e  ma d e  in re sp e c t o f se nsitivity is a  c o mb ina tio n o f the  

susc e p tib ility o f tho se  re c e p to rs to  the  spe c ific  c ha ng e  o c c a sio ne d  b y the  

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt (fo r b o th la nd sc a pe  a nd  visua l re c e p to rs) a lo ng  

with the  va lue  a tta c he d  to  tha t re c e p to r (a g a in fo r b o th la ndsc a p e  a nd  

visua l re c e p to rs). Simila rly, the  jud g e me nt to  b e  ma d e  in re spe c t o f the  

ma g nitud e  o f la ndsc a p e  a nd  /  o r visua l e ffe c ts is d e rive d  fro m a  

c o mb ina tio n o f the  size  o r sc a le  o f the  e ffe c t(s); the  d ura tio n o f the  

e ffe c t(s); a nd  whe the r suc h e ffe c t(s) is /  a re  re ve rsib le  (o r no t). The  

a sse ssme nt o f la nd sc a p e  a nd  visua l e ffe c ts g ive  rise  to  se p a ra te  

c o nsid e ra tio ns a nd  the se  a re  se t o ut in mo re  d e ta il b e lo w.  

Asse ssme nt of La ndsc a pe  Effe c ts   

1.1.22. In re spe c t o f the  jud g me nt to  b e  ma d e  o f the  se nsitivity o f la ndsc ap e  

re c e p to rs, the  susc e p tib ility to  sp e c ific  c ha ng e  fo r e a c h la nd sc a pe  

re c e p to r is c a te g o rize d  a s se t o ut b e lo w.  
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Ta ble  4: Susc e ptibility of La ndsc a pe  Re c e ptors to  Cha ng e  

 
Re c e p to r Susc e p tib ility o f Re c e p to r to  Cha ng e  

 Hig h Me d ium Lo w 

La nd sc a p e  

Cha ra c te r 

A hig hly d istinc tive  a nd  

c o he re nt la nd sc a p e  

c ha ra c te r, with a n 

a b se nc e  o f d e tra c ting  o r 

intrusive  e le me nts. Lo w o r 

no  c a p a c ity to  a c c e p t 

c ha ng e . 

Distinc tive  c ha ra c te r, with 

a  g e ne ra l c o nsiste nc y, 

no twithsta nd ing  the  

p re se nc e  o f so me  

d e tra c ting  o r intrusive  

e le me nts. So me  c a p a c ity 

to  a c c e p t c ha ng e . 

Mixe d  c ha ra c te r, whe re  

the re  is a  la c k o f 

c o he re nc e  a nd  

d e tra c ting  o r intrusive  

e le me nts ha ve  b e c o me  

d o mina nt o r ha ve  

e c lip se d  o rig ina l 

c ha ra c te r. Sig nific a nt 

c a p a c ity to  a c c e p t 

c ha ng e . 

De sig na te d  

Are a s 

Na tio na l  De sig na te d   

la nd sc a p e  suc h a s  

Na tio na l Pa rk a nd  AO NB 

Lo c a l  la nd sc a p e  

De sig na tio ns (e .g . AG LV/   

Are a s o f Lo c a l La nd sc a p e  

Imp o rta nc e  (ALLI)(o r 

simila r) 

No t d e sig na te d  

La nd sc a p e  

Fe a ture s 

La rg e ly o r c o mp le te ly  

inta c t, in g o o d  c o nd itio n 

La rg e ly in mo d e ra te   

c o nd itio n – ma y  b e   in 

p ro c e ss o f imp ro ve me nt   

Po o r o r imp ro ving  

c o nd itio n 

Ae sthe tic  /  

Pe rc e p tua l 

Asp e c ts 

Re c o g nise d  fo rma lly a s a   

c o he re nt a re a /  fe a ture   o f 

a e sthe tic  a ttra c tio n 

So me   a re a s/   fe a ture s  o f  

a e sthe tic  a ttra c tio n 

No t  no te d   fo r  a e sthe tic   

q ua litie s 

1.1.23. The  va lue  fo r e a c h la nd sc a pe  re c e p to r is ta ke n fro m Ta b le  2 a b o ve .  The  

o ve ra ll se nsitivity o f e a c h re c e p to r is the n c a te g o rise d  o n a  Hig h/  Me d ium 

/  Lo w/  Ne g lig ib le  b a sis. 

1.1.24. In  re spe c t  o f  the   ma g nitude   o f  la nd sc a p e   e ffe c ts,  Ta b le   5  b e lo w  se ts 

o ut  the  jud g e me nts  to   b e   ma d e ,  a nd   the   c a te g o rie s  a d o p te d   in 

re sp e c t  o f  the  se p a ra te  c o nsid e ra tio ns o f sc a le , g e o g ra p hic  e xte nt, 

d ura tio n. 

Ta ble  5: Ma g nitude  of La ndsc a pe  Effe c ts 

 
Typ e  o f Effe c t Ma g nitud e  o f Effe c ts 

Size / Sc a le  Ma jo r Mo d e ra te  Mino r Ne g lig ib le  /  No ne  

 To ta l lo ss o f, o r 

ma jo r a lte ra tio n  

to  ke y e le me nts/   

fe a ture s/  

c ha ra c te ristic s  

o f the  site  a nd /  o r 

the  intro d uc tio n o f  

e le me nts to ta lly  

unc ha ra c te ristic  to  

the  re c e iving  

la nd sc a p e  

Pa rtia l lo ss o f o r  

a lte ra tio n to  o ne  o r 

mo re  ke y 

e le me nts/   

fe a ture s/   

c ha ra c te ristic s o f  

the  site  a nd / o r  

intro d uc tio n o f  

e le me nts tha t  

wo uld  b e  e vid e nt,  

b ut no t  

ne c e ssa rily  

unc ha ra c te ristic  to   

the  re c e iving   

la nd sc a p e  

Limite d  lo ss o f o r 

a lte ra tio n to  o ne  o r 

mo re  ke y 

e le me nts/  

fe a ture s/  

c ha ra c te ristic s o f 

the  site  a nd / o r 

intro d uc tio n o f 

e le me nts 

c ha ra c te ristic  with 

the  re c e iving  

la nd sc a p e . 

Ve ry mino r o r no  

lo ss o r a lte ra tio n to  

o ne  o r mo re  ke y 

e le me nts/  fe a ture s 

/  c ha ra c te ristic s o f 

the  site  a nd /  o r 

intro d uc tio n o f 

e le me nts 

c ha ra c te ristic  

within the  

surro und ing  

la nd sc a p e  – 

a p p ro xima ting  to  a  

“ no  c ha ng e ”  

situa tio n. 

Ge o g ra p hic  

Exte nt 

Exte nsive  Ma jo r Lo c a lise d  Re stric te d  

 Effe c ts wo uld  b e   

e xp e rie nc e d  o ve r  

a  numb e r o f 

la nd sc a p e   

c ha ra c te r typ e s o r 

a re a  

Effe c ts wo uld   

e xte nd  o ve r the   

ma jo r p a rt o f the  

la nd sc a p e  

c ha ra c te r typ e  o r  

a re a    

Effe c ts wo uld  b e   

c o nfine d  to  the   

imme d ia te  se tting   

o f the  a sse ssme nt 

site  

Effe c ts wo uld  no t  

e xte nd  b e yo nd   

the  a sse ssme nt site  

Dura tio n Lo ng  Me d ium Sho rt Co nstruc tio n Sta g e  
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 Ove r 15 ye a rs a fte r  

c o mp le tio n o f  

c o nstruc tio n wo rks 

5-15 ye a rs a fte r  

c o mp le tio n o f  

c o nstruc tio n wo rks 

0-5 ye a rs a fte r 

c o mp le tio n o f 

c o nstruc tio n wo rks 

Re stric te d  to  

c o nstruc tio n sta g e   

(e xp la in  like ly 

le ng th o f  

c o nstruc tio n a nd   

a ny ke y sta g e s) 

1.1.25. The  o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  o f la ndsc a pe  e ffe c ts is the n de sc rib e d  o n the  b a sis 

o f p ro fe ssio na l jud g e me nt o n a  Hig h /  Me d ium /  Lo w /  Ne g lig ib le  b a sis. The  

se pa ra te  a sse ssme nts in re sp e c t o f se nsitivity a nd  ma g nitud e  ha ve  b e e n 

d ra wn to g e the r in the  a p p ra isa l in a  sing le  ta b ula r fo rm. An o ve ra ll 

c o nc lusio n in re sp e c t o f la nd sc a p e  c ha ng e  – the  like ly sig nific a nt 

la ndsc a pe  e ffe c ts - is se t o ut in the  a pp ra isa l te xt. Tha t o ve ra ll c o nc lusio n is 

e xp re sse d  b y re fe re nc e  to  the  te rms se t o ut in the  ma trix a t Ta b le  6, sho wing  

the  inte rre la tio nship  b e twe e n se nsitivity o f the  la ndsc a pe  re c e p to r a nd  the  

ma g nitud e  o f la ndsc a p e  e ffe c t. The  p rinc ipa l c o nc lusio ns d e riving  fro m the  

ta b ula r p re se nta tio n a re  the n summa rise d  in the  a p pra isa l te xt.  

Ta ble  6: La ndsc a pe  Effe c ts 

S
e

n
s
it

iv
it

y
 o

f 
L
a

n
d

s
c

a
p

e
 R

e
c

e
p

to
r 

Ma g nitude  of La ndsc a pe  Effe c t 

 La rg e  Me dium Sma ll Ne g lig ib le /No ne  

Hig h MAJO R 
MAJO R/  

MO DERATE 
 MO DERATE SLIG HT 

Me dium 
MAJO R/  

MO DERATE 
MO DERATE SLIG HT MINIMAL 

Lo w MO DERATE SLIG HT MINIMAL NO NE 

Ne g lig ib le  SLIG HT MINIMAL NO NE NO NE 

 

1.1.26. In Ta b le  6 the  te rms use d  to  d e sc rib e  o ve ra ll la ndsc a pe  e ffe c ts a re  ta ke n 

to  ha ve  the  fo llo wing  me a ning s, p a rtic ula rly in re sp e c t o f the  p urp o se  o f 

the  Ap p ra isa l to  id e ntify like ly sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c ts:  

 • Ma jo r: Wo uld  fund a me nta lly c ha ng e  the  e xisting  la nd sc a p e  a nd  

wo uld  thus c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.   • Ma jo r / Mo de ra te : Wo uld  sub sta ntia lly c ha ng e  the  e xisting  la nd sc a p e  

a nd  wo uld  thus c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.   • Mo de ra te : Wo uld  b ring  a b o ut so me  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  la ndsc a p e  

b ut wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.  • Slig ht: Wo uld  e nta il o nly limite d  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  la nd sc a p e  a nd  

wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.  
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• Minima l: Wo uld  e nta il ne g lig ib le  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  la nd sc a p e  a nd  

wo uld  no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. 

Asse ssme nt of Visua l Effe c ts  

1.1.27. In re sp e c t o f the  jud g me nt to  b e  ma d e  o f the  se nsitivity o f visua l re c e p to rs, 

the  susc e p tib ility to  sp e c ific  c ha ng e  fo r e a c h la ndsc a pe  re c e p to r is 

c a te g o rize d  a s se t o ut b e lo w.  

Ta ble  7: Susc e ptibility of Visua l Re c e ptors to  Cha ng e  

 
Ty pe  o f Visual 

Re c e pto r 

Susc e ptib ility  o f 

Spe c ific  Chang e  

No te s 

Re sid e ntia l 

Pro p e rty 

Hig h Re sid e ntia l pro p e rtie s a re  c o nsid e re d  the  mo st se nsitive  o f 

p o te ntia l visua l re c e p to rs a nd  a re  thus a c c o rd e d  a  Hig h 

susc e p tib ility. It is a n e sta b lishe d  te ne t tha t the  p la nning  

syste m d o e s no t se rve  to  p ro te c t p riva te  inte re sts; the  issue  

is no t whe the r o wne rs a nd  o c c upie rs o f ne ig hb o uring  

p ro p e rtie s wo uld  e xp e rie nc e  fina nc ia l o r o the r lo ss 

(inc lud ing  visua l e ffe c t) fro m a  p a rtic ula r d e ve lo p me nt b ut 

whe the r suc h d e ve lo p me nt wo uld  una c c e p ta b ly a ffe c t 

a me nitie s a nd  the  e xisting  use  o f la nd  a nd  b uild ing s whic h 

o ug ht to  b e  p ro te c te d  in the  p ub lic  inte re st. Thus in se e king  

to  a sse ss the  visua l e ffe c ts o f d e ve lo p me nt a c c o unt sho uld  

b e  ta ke n o f the  e ffe c ts o n re sid e ntia l p ro p e rty, b ut it is 

p e rtine nt to  no te  tha t p ure ly p riva te  inte re sts ma y c a rry le ss 

we ig ht tha n p ub lic  inte re sts. 

Co mme rc ia l 

Pro p e rty /  Pla c e s 

o f Emp lo yme nt 

Low to  Me dium Ind o o r wo rke rs a re  like ly to  ha ve  a  Lo w susc e p tib ility; 

o utd o o r wo rke rs (e .g . in a g ric ulture ) a  Me d ium 

susc e p tib ility. 

Pub lic  Ro a d s Low to  Me dium The  d e g re e  o f susc e p tib ility will va ry a c c o rd ing  to  the  

na ture  o f the  ro a d  a nd  its p rima ry p urp o se  fo r use rs. 

Mo to rwa ys a nd  trunk ro a d s a re  ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Lo w 

susc e p tib ility; A c la ss ro a d s a  Lo w to  Me d ium susc e p tib ility, 

a nd  a ll o the r ro a d s a  me d ium susc e p tib ility. 

Pub lic  Rig hts o f 

Wa y /  Cyc le wa ys 

Hig h The  d e g re e  o f susc e p tib ility will va ry a c c o rd ing  to  the  

na ture  o f the  PRo W a nd  its p rima ry p urp o se  fo r use rs.  

Brid le wa ys a nd  PRo W d e sig na te d  lo c a lly a s sp e c ific  ro ute s 

a re  ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Hig h susc e p tib ility. 

Info rma l Pa ths Me dium to  Hig h Info rma l p a ths ha ve  b e e n ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Me d ium to  Hig h 

susc e p tib ility. 

Pub lic  Op e n 

Sp a c e  

Hig h Use rs o f a re a s o f POS a re  like ly to  b e  a t le isure , a nd  thus 

suc h a re a s a re  ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Hig h susc e p tib ility. 

Cultura l He rita g e  

Site s 

Hig h Use rs o f a re a s o f c ultura l he rita g e  site s a re  like ly to  b e  a t 

le isure , a nd  thus suc h a re a s a re  ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Hig h 

susc e p tib ility. 

Re c re a tio na l 

La nd  

Me dium Use rs o f re c re a tio na l la nd  a re  like ly to  b e  a t le isure , b ut a re  

ta ke n to  b e  fo c usse d  p rima rily o n the  re c re a tio na l a c tivity, 

a nd  thus suc h a re a s a re  ta ke n to  ha ve  a  Me d ium 

susc e p tib ility. 

1.1.28. The  va lue  o f vie ws is c a te g o rize d  a s se t o ut b e lo w:  

Ta ble  8: Crite ria  for Va lue  of Vie ws 

 
Mag nitude  Crite ria 

Hig h A uniq ue  o r id e ntifie d  vie w (e .g . sho wn a s suc h o n OS ma p  o r ma rke d  o n a  

to urist ma p ) o r o ne  no te d  in lite ra ture    

Me dium A typ ic a l a nd /  o r re p re se nta tive  vie w fro m a  p a rtic ula r re c e p to r/  re c e p to r typ e  

Lo w Und isting uishe d  o r unp re p o sse ssing  vie w 

1.1.4. In re sp e c t o f the  ma g nitude  o f visua l e ffe c ts, Ta b le  9 b e lo w se ts o ut the  

jud g e me nts to  b e  ma d e , a nd  the  c a te g o rie s a d o p te d  in re spe c t o f the  
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se pa ra te  c o nside ra tio ns o f sc a le , g e o g ra p hic  e xte nt, d ura tio n, a nd  

re ve rsib ility. 

Ta ble  9: Crite ria  for De te rmina tion of Visua l Effe c t 

 
Ty pe  o f Effe c t Mag nitude  o f Effe c ts 

Size  /  Sc a le  Ma jor Mode ra te  Minor Ne g lig ible  /  None  

 The  p ro p o sa ls fo rm 

a  sig nific a nt a nd  

imme d ia te ly 

a p p a re nt p a rt o f 

the  vie w tha t will 

c ha ng e  its o ve ra ll 

c ha ra c te r. 

The  p ro p o sa ls will 

fo rm a  visib le  a nd  

re c o g nisa b le  ne w 

e le me nt within the  

o ve ra ll vie w a nd  

will b e  re a d ily 

no tic e d  b y the  

o b se rve r. 

The  p ro p o sa ls 

c o nstitute  o nly a  

mino r c o mp o ne nt 

o f the  wid e r vie w, 

whic h mig ht b e  

o ve rlo o ke d  b y the  

c a sua l o b se rve r.  

Awa re ne ss o f the  

p ro p o sa ls will no t 

ha ve  a  ma rke d  

e ffe c t o n the  

o ve ra ll q ua lity o f 

the  vie w. 

Only a  ve ry sma ll  

Pa rt (o r no  p a rt) o f 

the  p ro p o sa l will 

b e  d isc e rnib le  a nd  

/  o r it will b e  a t 

suc h a  d ista nc e  

tha t it will b e  

sc a rc e ly 

a p p re c ia te d , a nd  

c o nse q ue ntly it will 

ha ve  ve ry little /  no  

e ffe c t o n the  vie w. 

Ge og ra phic  

Exte nt 

Exte nsive  Ma jor Loc a lise d Re stric te d 

 Effe c ts wo uld  

a ffe c t a ll the  visua l 

re c e p to r/  a nd /  o r 

wo uld  b e  se e n a t 

c lo se  d ista nc e . 

Effe c ts wo uld  

e xte nd  o ve r the  

ma jo r p a rts o f the  

visua l re c e p to r 

a nd /  o r wo uld  b e  

se e n a t me d ium 

d ista nc e . 

 

Effe c ts wo uld  b e  

c o nfine d  to  p a rt/ s 

o f the  visua l 

re c e p to r a nd /  o r 

wo uld  b e  se e n a t 

lo ng  d ista nc e . 

Effe c ts wo uld  b e  

c o nfine d  to  e d g e s 

o f/  g limp se  vie ws 

fro m the  visua l 

re c e p to r a nd /  o r 

wo uld  b e  se e n a t 

lo ng  d ista nc e . 

Dura tion Long  Me dium Short Construc tio n Sta g e  

 The  visua l e ffe c t, 

e ve n ta king  into  

a c c o unt mitig a tio n  

wo rks, will still 

o b ta in15 ye a rs  

a fte r c o mp le tio n  

o f c o nstruc tio n 

wo rks 

The  visua l e ffe c t, 

ta king  into  

a c c o unt  

mitig a tio n wo rks, 

will o b ta in fo r 

b e twe e n 5-15  

ye a rs a fte r 

c o mp le tio n o f  

c o nstruc tio n wo rks 

The  visua l e ffe c t,  

ta king  into  

a c c o unt  

mitig a tio n wo rks, 

will o b ta in fo r up  to   

5 ye a rs a fte r 

c o mp le tio n o f 

c o nstruc tio n wo rks 

Re stric te d  to  

c o nstruc tio n sta g e   

(e xp la in like ly 

le ng th o f 

c o nstruc tio n a nd   

a ny ke y sta g e s) 

Re ve rsibility Irre ve rsible  Re ve rsible  

 The  d e ve lo p me nt will e nta il a  p e rma ne nt 

e ffe c t o n the  vie w. 

If the  d e ve lo p me nt wa s d e c o nstruc te d /  

d e mo lishe d  the  e xisting  vie w (i.e . witho ut 

d e ve lo p me nt) wo uld  b e  re turne d . 

  

1.1.5. The  o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  o f visua l e ffe c ts is the n d e sc rib e d  o n the  b a sis o f 

p ro fe ssio na l jud g e me nt o n a  Hig h /  Me d ium /  Lo w /  Ne g lig ib le  b a sis. The  

se pa ra te  a sse ssme nts in re sp e c t o f visua l se nsitivity a nd  ma g nitud e  ha ve  

b e e n d ra wn to g e the r in the  a p pra isa l in a  sing le  ta b ula r fo rm. An o ve ra ll 

c o nc lusio n in re sp e c t o f visua l c ha ng e  – the  like ly sig nific a nt visua l e ffe c ts - 

is se t o ut in the  a p pra isa l te xt. Tha t o ve ra ll c o nc lusio n is e xp re sse d  b y 

re fe re nc e  to  the  te rms se t o ut in the  ma trix a t Ta b le  10, sho wing  the  

inte rre la tio nship  b e twe e n se nsitivity o f the  visua l re c e p to r a nd  the  

ma g nitud e  o f visua l e ffe c t. The  p rinc ip a l c o nc lusio ns d e riving  fro m the  

ta b ula r p re se nta tio n a re  the n summa rise d  in the  a p pra isa l te xt. 
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Ta ble  10: Visua l Effe c ts 

S
e

n
s
it

iv
it

y
 o

f 
V

is
u

a
l 

R
e

c
e

p
to

r 

Ma g nitude  of Visua l Effe c t 

 La rg e  Me dium Sma ll Ne g lig ib le /No ne  

Hig h MAJO R 
MAJO R/  

MO DERATE 
 MO DERATE SLIG HT 

Me dium 
MAJO R/  

MO DERATE 
MO DERATE SLIG HT MINIMAL 

Lo w MO DERATE SLIG HT MINIMAL NO NE 

Ne g lig ib le  SLIG HT MINIMAL NO NE NO NE 

 

1.1.6. In Ta b le 10 the  te rms use d  to  d e sc rib e  o ve ra ll visua l e ffe c ts a re  ta ke n to  

ha ve  the  fo llo wing  me a ning s, p a rtic ula rly in re spe c t o f the  p urp o se  o f the  

Ap p ra isa l to  id e ntify like ly sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c ts:  

 • Ma jo r:  Wo uld funda me nta lly c ha ng e  the  e xisting  vie w a nd wo uld thus 

c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. • Ma jo r/ Mo de ra te : Wo uld sub sta ntia lly c ha ng e  the  e xisting  vie w a nd 

wo uld thus c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. • Mo de ra te : Wo uld b ring  a b o ut so me  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  vie w b ut 

wo uld no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. • Slig ht: Wo uld e nta il o nly limite d c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  vie w a nd wo uld 

no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t. • Minima l: Wo uld e nta il ne g lig ib le  c ha ng e  to  the  e xisting  vie w a nd wo uld 

no t c o nstitute  a  sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l e ffe c t.  

Ove ra ll Asse ssme nt of La ndsc a pe  a nd Visua l Effe c ts 

1.1.7. The   se p a ra te   c o nc lusio ns  in  re spe c t  o f  like ly  sig nific a nt  la ndsc a pe   a nd  

visua l (a s d e sc rib e d  a t p a ra s 4.7.4 a nd  4.8.2 a b o ve ) a re  se t o ut in the  

a p pra isa l te xt.  

Visua l Ba se line  Conditions  

 

1.1.8. The  fo llo wing  sp e c ific  d e sk-b a se d  ta sks ha ve  b e e n unde rta ke n:  • Co nsulta tio n  with  the   lo c a l  p la nning   a utho rity  within  the   d e ta ile d  

stud y a re a , re g a rd ing  me tho d o lo g y, ke y vie ws a nd  vie wp o int 

lo c a tio ns.  
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• Ide ntific a tio n  a nd   fie ld   a sse ssme nt  o f  p o te ntia l  re c e p to rs  within  the  

visua l e nve lo pe  a nd  a n a p p ra isa l o f the ir se nsitivity.  • Ap p re c ia tio n o f the  na ture  a nd  imp o rta nc e  o f e xisting  vie ws 

e xp e rie nc e d  b y the  ide ntifie d  re c e p to rs.  

The  visua l a sse ssme nt invo lve d  a n initia l d e sk-b a se d  re vie w o f OS ma p p ing  

to  e sta b lish the  wide r c o nte xt within whic h vie ws initia lly a pp e a r to  b e  se t, 

fo llo we d  b y site  surve ys to  e sta b lish the  fo rm a nd  na ture  o f sp e c ific  vie ws 

a nd  the  ro le  o f the  p ro p o se d  de ve lo p me nt a re a  in suc h vie ws. The  site  

surve y wa s info rme d  b y the  c o mp ute r g e ne ra te d  ZTV ma p p ing  whic h 

ind ic a te s whe re  the  de ve lo p me nt ma y b e  visib le  fro m.   

1.1.9. Ap p e nd ix 2 Ta b le  4 sho ws the  c ho se n vie wpo ints a nd  re a so ns fo r inc lusio n 

in the  a sse ssme nt.  

Me thodolog y for Pre pa ra tion of Photog ra phs  

1.1.10. The  site  surve y inc lud e s a  p ho to g ra p hic  re c o rd  o f the  vie wp o ints. At e a c h 

o f the  vie wp o ints the  fo llo wing  d e ta ils a re  re c o rde d ; 

 

•   the  g rid  re fe re nc e  (o f the  vie wp o int)  

•   the  vie we r he ig ht (me a sure d  to  the  le ns o f the  c a me ra )  

•   the  d a te  (o f surve y)  

•   the  d ista nc e  to  the  d e ve lo p me nt (fro m the  vie wp o int)  

1.1.11. The  p ho to g ra p hs ha ve  b e e n ta ke n using  a  d ig ita l SLR c a me ra  with a  50mm 

fixe d  fo c a l le ng th le ns, g iving  a  fo c a l le ng th e q uiva le nt to  75mm o n a  

35mm film c a me ra .   

Me thodolog y for the  Pre pa ra tion of Wire line s  

1.1.12. Wire line s (o r wire  fra me  d ra wing s) a re  the  visua l re pre se nta tio n o f la nd fo rm 

sho wn a s c o nto urs la id  o ve r the  b a re  g ro und .  

1.1.13. The  wire line s ha ve  b e e n p re p a re d  (o nly whe re  the  site  is visib le ) using  d ig ita l 

te rra in so ftwa re  whic h p ro d uc e s a  b a re  g ro und  mo d e l a s re pre se nte d  b y 

the  Dig ita l Te rra in Mo de l (DTM). While  this is a  re a so na b le  re p re se nta tio n o f 

the  la nd fo rm, it is una b le  to  re p re se nt ve ry sma ll to p o g ra p hic  fe a ture s 

p re c ise ly. The   c urva ture   o f  the   e a rth  a nd  re fra c tio n thro ug h the  

a tmo sp he re   a re   ta ke n  into   a c c o unt  b ut no t the  e ffe c ts o f sc re e ning  d ue  

to  wo o d la nd , b uild ing s a nd  o the r surfa c e  fe a ture s. 

1.1.14. The   wire line s  we re   c he c ke d   a g a inst  the   p ho to g ra p hs  a nd   site   surve y 

no te s. The  wire line s a re  the n line d  up  with the  p ho to g ra p hs.   

Me thodolog y for Pre pa ra tion of Visua lisa tions  

1.1.15. The  visua lisa tio ns a re  pre pa re d  (o nly whe re  the  site  is visib le ) b y o ve rla ying  

the  te rra in mo d e l a s a  tra nsp a re nc y o ve r the  p ho to g ra p hs to  p o sitio n the  

site . This is a c hie ve d  b y lining   up   la nd fo rm  fe a ture s  in  the   p ho to g ra p h 

a nd   the   wire line s  a s  we ll  a s inse rting   ‘ ma rke rs’   in  the   DTM ind ic a ting  

the  lo c a tio n o f ke y la nd sc a p e  e le me nts tha t c a n b e  se e n in the  

p ho to g ra p h.  

1.1.16. The  re pre se nta tio n o f the  typ e  o f d e ve lo p me nt p ro p o se d  is the n re p lic a te d  

a nd  p o sitio ne d  in the  lo c a tio n a s a  line  o f the  d e ve lo p me nt e xte nts.   
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1.1.17. The  fina l pre p a ra tio n o f the  visua lisa tio ns a re  p o sitio ne d  b e lo w the  e xisting  

p ho to g ra p h  a nd   p re se nte d   a s  a   fig ure   a nd   inte nd e d   to   b e   p rinte d  a t 

a  sc a le  o f A4. 
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2. Appe ndix 2 – Ta ble s 

Ta ble  1: Cha ra c te r Are a s – Se nsitivity o f La ndsc a pe  Re c e ptors a nd Summa ry of Ma g nitude  of Effe c ts a nd O ve ra ll Sig nific a nc e  of Effe c ts 

 
Cha ra c te r Are a /  Fe a ture /  

De sig na tion 

Approxima te  

Dista nc e  to  

a sse ssme nt 

site  

De sc ription/  Ra tiona le  for judg e me nt Se nsitivity 

of 

Re c e ptor 

to  

Cha ng e  

Ma g nitude  of Effe c t Ove ra ll 

Sig nific a nc e  

of Effe c t Size  /  sc a le , 

Ge og ra phic  

e xte nt a nd 

Dura tion 

Ove ra ll Ma g nitude  

Na tiona l La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Are a s (NLCA) 

Cha ra c te r Are a  35: La nc a shire  

Va lle ys (NC A 35) 

Asse ssme nt 

site  within 

NLC A 

The  Ed e n Va lle y Na tio na l Cha ra c te r Are a  (NCA) in no rth-e a st 

Cumb ria  e nc o mpa sse s the  b ro a d  va lle ys o f the  Rive r Ed e n 

a nd  its trib uta rie s. The  rive r c o ntra c ts b e twe e n wide  flo o d  

p la in a re a s to  the  ste e p , wo o de d  Ede n Go rg e . It c o ntra sts 

ma rke d ly with the  sc a rp  fa c e  o f the  No rth Pe nnine s to  the  

e a st, the  Orto n Fe lls to  the  so uth a nd  the  rug g e d  up la nd  fe lls 

o f the  La ke  Distric t to  the  we st, a nd  the  NCA inc lud e s a  sma ll 

p a rt o f the  No rth Pe nnine s Are a  o f Outsta nd ing  Na tura l 

Be a uty. 

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n  

Ne g lig ib le   MINIMAL 

Cha ra c te r Are a  33: Bo wla nd  

Fring e  (NC A 33) 

Asse ssme nt 

site  ~310m to  

the  e a st o f 

NLC A 

This is a  d ive rse  la nd sc a pe  o f und ula ting  p a sture , 

b ro a d le a ve d  wo o d la nd , p a rkla nd  a nd  wa te rb o d ie s, 

inc lud ing  o xb o w la ke s, re se rvo irs, d isuse d  g ra ve l p its a nd  fie ld  

p o nd s. Fie ld s a re  sma ll to  me d ium-size d , a nd  a re  e nc lo se d  

b y he d g e ro ws with la rg e  ma ture  he d g e ro w tre e s. Imp ro ve d  

p a sture la nd  de fine d  b y we ll-ma inta ine d  he d g e ro ws is 

c ha ra c te ristic  o f the  a g ric ultura l la nd  in the  fring e s, whic h 

supp o rts b o th da iry a nd  live sto c k fa rming . Ove r ha lf o f this 

NC A is within the  Fo re st o f Bo wla nd  AONB. 

Me d ium No ne , Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  MINIMAL 

La nc a shire  La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Are a s (LCA) 

5 – Und ula ting  Lo wla nd  

Fa rmla nd  

Asse ssme nt 

site  within 

LC A 

Ge ne ra lly b e lo w 150m, the  Undula ting  Lo wla nd  Fa rmla nd  lie s 

b e twe e n the  ma jo r va lle ys a nd  the  mo o rla nd  fring e s. This 

lo wla nd  la nd sc a p e  is tra ve rse d  b y d e e p ly inc ise d , wo o de d  

c lo ug hs a nd  g o rg e s. The re  a re  a lso  ma ny mixe d  fa rm 

wo o d la nd s, c o p se s a nd  he d g e ro w tre e s, c re a ting  a n 

imp re ssio n o f a  we ll wo o de d  la nd sc a p e  fro m g ro und  le ve l 

a nd  a  pa tc hwo rk o f wo o d  a nd  p a sture  fro m ra ise d  

vie wpo ints o n the  fe lls. 

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n  

Ne g lig ib le   MINIMAL 
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5c  – Lo we r Rib b le  Asse ssme nt 

site  within LCT 

The  Lo we r Rib b le  is a n a re a  o f lo wla nd  g ritsto ne  fa rmla nd  

b e twe e n Lo ng ridg e  Fe ll to  the  no rth a nd  Me llo r Rid g e  to  the  

so uth. It ha s a  d istinc tive  b ro a d  va lle y la nd fo rm; the  no rth 

a nd  so uth va lle y side s a re  se p a ra te d  b y a  flo o d  p la in whic h 

c o nta ins the  me a nde ring  c o urse  o f the  Rive r Rib b le . The re  is 

a  p a rtic ula rly d istinc tive  p a tte rn o f wo o de d  c lo ug hs whic h 

d e sc e nd  the  va lle y side s, the ir stre a ms e mp tying  into  the  

Rib b le . A c o mple x pa tte rn o f he d g e s a nd  wo o d la nd  fo rm 

links to  the se  wo o de d  c lo ug hs, g iving  a n o ve ra ll imp re ssio n 

o f a  we ll wo o d e d  la nd sc a pe . Altho ug h a  rura l va lle y, the  

a re a  is we ll se ttle d ; a  de nse  ne two rk o f wind ing  c o untry la ne s 

a nd  tra c ks link the  la rg e  numb e r o f sto ne  fa rm b uild ing s. 

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

Dura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  MINIMAL 

5h – Go o sna rg h – Whitting ha m  Asse ssme nt 

site  ~5m e a st 

o f LCT 

This la nd sc a pe  is de fine d  b y wid e  a nd  d e e p  va lle ys with 

o pe n flo o d  p la ins, a c c o mmo da ting  rura l fa rmla nd  with 

sig nific a nt e xpa nse s o f imp ro ve d  pa sture . Po c ke ts o f sc rub , 

wo o d la nd  a nd  c o nife ro us p la nta tio ns p unc tua te  the  

la nd sc a p e , while  fie ld  b o und a rie s a re  p re do mina ntly 

d e fine d  b y he d g e s a nd  sto ne  wa lls. Ro a d s a nd  ra ilwa y line s 

o fte n fo llo w the  line a r va lle y c o nto urs. 

Me d ium No ne , Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le   MINIMAL 

Loc a l La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Are a s 

No ne  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

 

Ta ble  2: La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r a nd Fe a ture s -  Se nsitivity of La ndsc a pe  Re c e ptors a nd Summa ry of Ma g nitude  of Effe c ts a nd O ve ra ll Sig nific a nc e  of 

Effe c ts 

 
Cha ra c te r Are a /  

Fe a ture /  

De sig na tion 

Approxima te  

Dista nc e  to  

a sse ssme nt site  

De sc ription/  Ra tiona le  for judg e me nt Se nsitivity 

of 

Re c e ptor 

to  

Cha ng e  

Ma g nitude  of Effe c t Ove ra ll 

Sig nific a nc e  

of Effe c t Size  /  sc a le , 

Ge og ra phic  

e xte nt a nd 

Dura tion 

Ove ra ll Ma g nitude  

La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r & Fe a ture s 

Existing  La nd  Use  On site  The  a sse ssme nt Site  is c urre ntly use d  a s a  Christma s tre e  p la nta tio n, with 

a re a s o f unma inta ine d  g ra ssla nd  a nd  ha rd sta nd ing  use d  a s a  ya rd  fo r the  

a d ja c e nt g a rde n c e ntre  a nd  nurse ry.  

Lo w Me d ium, 

Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

La rg e  MODERATE 
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Ad jo ining  La nd  

Use  

Le ss tha n 250m 

fro m the  e d g e  

o f the  

a sse ssme nt site  

To  the  imme dia te  no rth a nd  e a st o f the  Site  lie s the  Alsto n Re se rvo irs Co unty 

Bio lo g ic a l He rita g e  Site , c o mp rising  spe c ie s ric h g ra ssla nd , we tla nd  sc ra p e s 

a nd  b ird  hide s, a s we ll a s the  e xisting  Alsto n Re se rvo irs No s. 1 a nd  2. Be yo nd  

the  re se rvo irs to  the  no rth lie s the  se ttle me nt o f Lo ng ridg e . To  the  so uth o f 

the  site , pa sto ra l g ra ssla nd  d o mina te s with he d g e ro w a nd  p o st-a nd -wire  

fe nc e  b o unda rie s. To  the  we st, o n the  o pp o site  side  o f Pre sto n Ro a d , 

re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s d o mina te , with fa irly re c e nt de ve lo pme nt p ro vid ing  

a n e xte nsio n to  the  so uthe rn urb a n fring e  o f Lo ng rid g e , a d ja c e nt to  the  

a sse ssme nt Site . Furthe r to  the  so uth e a st a nd  so uth we st o f the  site , g e ntly 

undula ting  a g ric ultura l fa rmla nd  do mina te s, b e ing  fla tte r to  the  we st a nd  

with mo re  und ula tio n a nd  inc ise d  wo o de d  c lo ug hs to  the  e a st. 

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Sma ll SLIGHT 

To p o g ra p hy  On site  The  a sse ssme nt Site  is g e ne ra lly fla t with a  g e ntle  fa ll in le ve ls fro m no rth to  

so uth we st; the  le ve ls a t the  no rthe rn b o unda ry b e ing  +86.81m AOD (Ab o ve  

Ord na nc e  Da tum), a nd  a t the  so uth we ste rn b o und a ry +82.17 AOD. 

To po g ra p hy rise s sha rp ly to  the  imme dia te  no rth o f the  Site  o wing  to  Alsto n 

Re se rvo ir No .1, a nd  fa lls g e ntly to  the  so uth. 

Lo w Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Sma ll SLIGHT 

Ve g e ta tio n On site  The  a sse ssme nt Site  is d o mina te d  p la nta tio n tre e s with a re a s o f 

unma inta ine d  g ra ssla nd  a nd  a n a re a  o f ha rd sta nd ing  to  the  e a st. 

Bo unda ry tre e s a re  p re se nt a ro und  the  site  p e rime te rs, b e c o ming  sp a rse r 

a lo ng  the  no rthe rn b o unda ry.   

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

Wa te r Fe a ture  On site  The re  a re  no  pe rma ne nt wa te r fe a ture s c urre ntly lo c a te d  o n the  Site . Me d ium No ne , Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  MINIMAL 

Built Ele me nts On site  The re  a re  nume ro us pe rma ne nt b uilt e le me nts o n Site . The se  inc lude  a  

sto ne  wa ll a lo ng  the  no rthe rn a nd  no rth e a ste rn b o unda rie s, with a  wo o de n 

5-b a r a c c e ss g a te  mid -wa y a lo ng  the  no rthe rn b o und a ry, thre e , she d -style  

me ta l wo rksho p s lo c a te d  o n the  ha rd sta nd ing  to  the  so uth e a st o f the  Site , 

a  se mi-pe rma ne nt p o ly-tunne l a lso  to  the  so uth e a st, a  se p tic  ta nk c lo se  to  

the  we ste rn b o unda ry, a nd  a  me ta l b a rrie r whic h c urre ntly p ro vide s a c c e ss 

to  the  Site  fro m Pre sto n Ro a d . Oc c a sio na l sma lle r b uilt e le me nts suc h a s 

ma n-ho le  c o ve rs a nd  o the r utilitie s a re  a lso  fo und  a t va rio us lo c a tio n 

thro ug ho ut the  site . Othe r b uilt e le me nts, suc h a s the  o ffic e  a nd  c a b ins 

a sso c ia te d  with Sp o ut Fa rm Nurse ry, fa ll o utwith the  re d -line  b o unda ry. 

Lo w Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  MINIMAL 

Pub lic  Rig hts o f 

Wa y 

~1m fro m the  

a sse ssme nt site  

No  pub lic  rig hts o f wa y (PRo W) tra ve rse  the  site . The re  a re  23 fo o tp a ths 

lo c a te d  within a  1km ra d ius o f the  site , the  c lo se st b e ing  Fo o tpa th 118, 

lo c a te d  imme dia te ly so uth o f the  so uth we ste rn Site  b o unda ry. The re  a re  

a lso  8 b rid le wa ys within a  1km ra d ius o f the  Site , the  c lo se st b e ing  Brid le wa y 

119 /  121 a t a pp ro xima te ly 170m to  the  so uth e a st o f the  Site  b o unda ry. The  

size / sc a le  o f the  e ffe c t o n the se  PRo Ws will b e  Mino r, sinc e  vie ws to wa rd s 

the  Site  fro m the se  PRo Ws is la rg e ly sc re e ne d  b y inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n, 

e ithe r in the  fo rm o f ta ll he d g e ro ws a lo ng  the  e d g e s o f the  PRo W 

the mse lve s, o r due  to  ve g e ta tio n a lo ng  the  Site  b o und a rie s. The re fo re  the  

o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  o f e ffe c t ha s b e e n a sse sse d  a s Sma ll.  

Hig h Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Sma ll  MODERATE 

La nd sc a p e  

Co nd itio n 

On site  Ordina ry Condition – Disting uisha b le   la nd sc a pe   struc ture ,  c ha ra c te ristic  

p a tte rns o f la nd fo rm a nd  la nd  c o ve r o fte n ma ske d  b y la nd  use , with so me  

fe a ture s wo rthy o f c o nse rva tio n b ut a lso  so me  de tra c ting  fe a ture s a nd  

sc o pe  to  imp ro ve  the  ma na g e me nt o f ve g e ta tio n. This c a te g o risa tio n a lso  

c o nsid e rs the  lo c a l d e sig na tio n a s a  La ndsc a pe  o f Co unty Impo rta nc e . 

Me d ium Mino r, Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Me d ium MODERATE 

La nd sc a p e  

Va lue  

On site  Poor -  Lo w Impo rta nc e  (o r Qua lity) a nd  

Ra rity. 
Me d ium Me d ium, 

Lo c a lise d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Me d ium MODERATE 
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Ta ble  3: La ndsc a pe  De sig na tions – Se nsitivity o f La ndsc a pe  Re c e ptors a nd Summa ry of Ma g nitude  of Effe c ts a nd O ve ra ll Sig nific a nc e  of Effe c ts 

 
Cha ra c te r Are a /  

Fe a ture /  

De sig na tion 

Approxima te  

Dista nc e  to  

a sse ssme nt site  

Ra tiona le  for judg e me nt Se nsitivity of 

Re c e ptor to  

Cha ng e  

Ma g nitude  of Effe c t Ove ra ll 

Sig nific a nc e  

of Effe c t Size  /  sc a le , 

Ge og ra phic  e xte nt 

a nd 

Dura tion 

Ove ra ll Ma g nitude  

Na tiona l Pa rks 

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Are a s of Outsta nding  Na tura l Be a uty 

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Conse rva tion Are a s 

Ne wto wn 

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a  

~325m no rth o f 

site  

Are a  o f lo c a l imp o rta nc e  c o nta ining  ma ny liste d  b uild ing s. 

The  d e ve lo p me nt is no t a c tua lly visib le  fro m the  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  d ue  to  inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. The re fo re  

the  sc a le  o f the  e ffe c t is ra te d  a s Re stric te d , a nd  thus the  

o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  is Ne g lig ib le . 

Hig h No ne , Re stric te d , 

a nd  Lo ng  d ura tio n 
Ne g lig ib le   SLIGHT 

St La wre nc e ’ s 

Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a  

~475m no rth o f 

site  

Are a  o f lo c a l imp o rta nc e  c o nta ining  ma ny liste d  b uild ing s. 

The  d e ve lo p me nt is no t a c tua lly visib le  fro m the  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  d ue  to  inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. The re fo re  

the  sc a le  o f the  e ffe c t is ra te d  a s Re stric te d , a nd  thus the  

o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  is Ne g lig ib le . 

Hig h No ne , Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  d ura tio n 
Ne g lig ib le   SLIGHT 

Lo ng rid g e  

Co nse rva tio n 

Are a  

~895m no rth o f  

site  

Are a  o f lo c a l imp o rta nc e  c o nta ining  ma ny liste d  b uild ing s. 

The  d e ve lo p me nt is no t a c tua lly visib le  fro m the  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  d ue  to  inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. The re fo re  

the  sc a le  o f the  e ffe c t is ra te d  a s Re stric te d , a nd  thus the  

o ve ra ll ma g nitud e  is Ne g lig ib le . 

Hig h No ne , Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  d ura tio n 
Ne g lig ib le   SLIGHT 

La ndsc a pe  of County Importa nc e  

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Liste d Building s & Sc he dule d Monume nts (Re pre se nta tion ta ke n within a pproxima te ly 1km of a sse ssme nt site  due  to  proximity of built form a nd limite d 

visibility/ a ssoc ia tion) 

Ha c king  Ho b s ~475m no rth, 

no rth we st o f 

site  
De sig na tio n – Gra d e  II liste d  

Hig h Mino r, Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  d ura tio n 
Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

Bury’ s 

Fa rmho use  

~695m e a st, 

so uth e a st o f 

site  

De sig na tio n – Gra d e  II liste d  Hig h Mino r, Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  d ura tio n 
Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 
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County Biolog ic a l He rita g e  Site s 

Alsto n Re se rvo irs  ~0m to  no rth 

a nd  e a st o f 

Site  

Altho ug h no t stric tly a  la nd sc a p e  d e sig na tio n, its sta tus a s 

a  CBH Site  imp a rts va lue , a nd  it is c o nsid e re d  tha t vie ws 

a c t a s a  c o mp o ne nt o f the  e xp e rie nc e  whe n visiting  the  

RSPB We tla nd  /  Bird  Hid e s to  the  so uth e a st o f the  CBH. 

Hig h Sma ll, Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Sma ll MODERATE 

Anc ie nt Woodla nd 

Co lle g e  Wo o d  ~1.05km to  

e a st o f Site  

Altho ug h no t stric tly a  la nd sc a p e  d e sig na tio n, its sta tus a s 

a n Anc ie nt Wo o d la nd  imp a rts so me  va lue . 

Hig h No ne , Re stric te d  

a nd  Lo ng  

d ura tio n 

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 
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Ta ble  4: Vie wpoint Re c e ptors – Se nsitivitie s a nd Summa ry o f Ma g nitude  of Effe c ts a nd O ve ra ll Sig nific a nc e  o f Effe c ts 

 
Vie w 

Point 

Re f 

Loc a tion Grid Re f  Approxima te  

Dista nc e  to  

a sse ssme nt 

site  

Re a son for inc lusion Se nsitivity of Re c e ptor 

to  Cha ng e  

Va lue  of 

Vie w 

Ma g nitude  of Effe c t Ove ra ll Sig nific a nc e  

of Effe c t 
Size  /  sc a le , 

Ge og ra phic  e xte nt 

a nd 

Dura tion 

Ove ra ll 

Ma g nitude  

VP 1 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  /  

Brid le wa y 

119 

360192.6

, 

435658.1 

312m Ro a d  use rs o n Pre sto n 

Ro a d  a nd  Pinfo ld  

La ne , Use rs o f 

Brid le wa y 119 

Me d ium fo r ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r 

Brid le wa y use rs 

Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll SLIGHT fo r ro a d  

use rs,  

MODERATE fo r 

b rid le wa y use rs 

VP 2 Brid le wa y 

121 /  Visito rs 

to  RSPB Bird  

Hid e s 

360444.0

, 

435835.9 

165m Use rs o f Brid le wa y 

121, Visito rs to  RSPB 

Bird  Hid e s 

Hig h fo r Brid le wa y 

use rs, Me d ium fo r 

visito rs to  Bird  Hid e s 

Me d ium Ne g lig ib le  fo r 

Brid le wa y use rs/  Small 

fo r visito rs to  Bird  Hid e s, 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll /  

Me d ium 

MODERATE fo r 

b rid le wa y use rs, 

SLIGHT fo r visito rs to  

b ird  hid e s 

VP 3 Fo o tp a th 

118 

360337.1

, 

435851.5 

96m Use rs o f Fo o tp a th 118 Hig h Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll 

 

MODERATE  

 

VP 4 Brid le wa y 

58 /  59 /  

121, Cha p e l 

Bro w 

360834.2

, 

436035.6 

462m Use rs o f Brid le wa y 58 

/  59 /  121, Ro a d  use rs 

o f Cha p e l Bro w 

Hig h fo r Brid le wa y 

use rs, Me d ium fo r 

Ro a d  use rs 

Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT fo r b rid le wa y 

use rs, MINIMAL fo r 

ro a d  use rs 

VP 5 Brid le wa y 

58, Cha p e l 

Bro w 

360795.3

, 

436240.3 

471m Use rs o f Brid le wa y 58. 

Ro a d  use rs o f Cha p e l 

Bro w 

Hig h fo r Brid le wa y 

use rs, Me d ium fo r 

Ro a d  use rs 

Me d ium  Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d  , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT fo r b rid le wa y 

use rs, MINIMAL fo r 

ro a d  use rs  

VP 6 Cha p e l Hill 

/  Brid le wa y 

58 (within St 

La wre nc e ’ s 

Churc h 

Co nse rva tio

n Are a ) 

360470, 

436701 

615m Use rs o f Brid le wa y 58, 

ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Cha p e l Hill, a nd  

Visito rs to  St 

La wre nc e ’ s Churc h 

Co nse rva tio n Are a  

Hig h fo r Brid le wa y 

use rs, Me d ium fo r 

Ro a d  use rs, Hig h fo r 

Visito rs to  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  

Lo w Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d  , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT fo r b rid le wa y 

use rs, MINIMAL fo r 

ro a d  use rs, SLIGHT 

fo r visito rs to  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  

VP 7 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  /  

De rb y Ro a d  

360150, 

436433 

297m Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d  /  De rb y 

Ro a d , Ne wto wn 

Co nse rva tio n Are a  

Me d ium fo r Ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r visito rs 

to  Co nse rva tio n Are a  

Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  MINIMAL fo r Ro a d  

Use rs, SLIGHT fo r 

visito rs to  

Co nse rva tio n Are a  
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VP 8 Pre sto n 

Ro a d   

360208, 

436196 

102m Ro a d  use rs a nd  

Re sid e ntia l pro p e rtie s 

a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  

Me d ium fo r Ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r 

Re sid e ntia l 

Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll SLIGHT fo r ro a d  

use rs, MODERATE fo r 

re sid e ntia l 

 

VP 9 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  /  

Wa te r 

Me a d o ws 

360196.1

2, 

436103.3

4 

22m Ro a d  use rs a nd  

re sid e ntia l pro p e rtie s 

a lo ng  Pre sto n Ro a d  

Me d ium fo r Ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r 

Re sid e ntia l 

Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll SLIGHT fo r ro a d  

use rs, MODERATE fo r 

re sid e ntia l 

VP 10 Brid le wa y 

59 /  66, 

Bury’ s Fa rm 

Ho use  

(G ra d e  II 

Liste d  

Build ing ) 

360965, 

435779 

645m Use rs o f Brid le wa y 59 

/  66 a nd  re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rty a t Bury’ s 

Fa rm 

Hig h fo r Brid le wa y 

use rs, Hig h fo r Liste d  

Build ing  

Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le   SLIGHT fo r b rid le wa y 

use rs, SLIGHT fo r 

liste d  b uild ing   

VP 11 Pre sto n 

Ro a d  /  

Cha rnle y 

Fa rm 

360187, 

435820 

160m Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d , 

re sid e ntia l pro p e rty 

Cha rnle y Fa rm 

Me d ium fo r Ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r 

Re sid e ntia l 

Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll MINIMAL fo r ro a d  

use rs, SLIGHT fo r 

re sid e ntia l 

p ro p e rtie s 

VP12 No . 138 

Pre sto n 

Ro a d  

360190.3

7, 

436000.5

6 

15m Ro a d  use rs a lo ng  

Pre sto n Ro a d , 

re sid e ntia l pro p e rty 

No . 138 Pre sto n Ro a d  

Me d ium fo r Ro a d  

use rs, Hig h fo r 

Re sid e ntia l 

Me d ium Me d ium, Lo c a lise d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

irre ve rsib le  

Me d ium  MODERATE fo r ro a d  

use rs, 

MAJOR/ MODERATE 

fo r re sid e ntia l 

VP13 Fo o tp a ths 

103 /  104 /  

107 

359625.6

, 

435930.3 

577m Use rs o f Fo o tp a ths 

103 /  104 /  107 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

VP14 Fo o tp a th 

107 

359838.0

, 

435633.5 

502m Use rs o f Fo o tp a th 107 Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , Re stric te d , 

Lo ng  d ura tio n a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

 

 

 

Ta ble  5: O the r Visua l Re c e ptors – Se nsitivitie s a nd Summa ry of Ma g nitude  o f Effe c ts a nd O ve ra ll Sig nific a nc e  of Effe c ts 

Visua l Re c e ptor Approxima te  

Dista nc e  to  

a sse ssme nt site  

Ra tiona le  for judg e me nt Se nsitivity of 

Re c e ptor to  

Cha ng e  

Va lue  of 

Vie w 

Ma g nitude  of Effe c t Ove ra ll 

Sig nific a nc e  of 

Effe c t 
Size  /  sc a le , 

Ge og ra phic  e xte nt 

a nd 

Dura tion 

Ove ra ll Ma g nitude  

Na tiona l Tra ils 

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Re g iona l Tra ils 
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No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Na tiona l Cyc le  Ne twork 

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Loc a l Cyc le  Ne twork 

No ne  N/ A No t lo c a te d  within 2km Stud y Are a  N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A N/ A 

Public  Rig hts of Wa y – Footpa ths (Re pre se nta tion ta ke n within a pproxima te ly 1km of a sse ssme nt site  due  to  proximity of built form a nd limite d visibility/ a ssoc ia tion) 

30 ~725m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

31 ~695m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

52 ~640m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

54 ~860m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

60 ~570m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h  Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

66 ~613m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

68 ~505m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

69 ~580m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

70 ~590m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h  Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

100 ~630m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 
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101 ~630m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

103 ~580m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r g limp se d  vie ws o f ro o fto p s o f 

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

104 ~500m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r g limp se d  vie ws o f ro o fto p s o f 

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt. 

Hig h  Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

106 ~500m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

107 ~495m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r g limp se d  vie ws o f ro o fto p s o f 

p ro p o se d  d e ve lo p me nt. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

108 ~595m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

109 ~625m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h  Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

110 ~615m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

111 ~615m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

112 ~615m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

116 ~705m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h  Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

117 ~510m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Fo o tp a th d ue  to  

inte rve ning  b uilt fo rm. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

118 ~0m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r g limp se d  vie ws o f p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt. 

Hig h Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , 

Lo ng  te rm a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll MODERATE 

Public  Rig hts of Wa y – Bridle wa ys (Re pre se nta tion ta ke n within a pproxima te ly 1km of a sse ssme nt site  due  to  proximity of built form a nd limite d visibility/ a ssoc ia tion) 

51 ~630m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium  Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 
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53 ~575m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

56 ~575m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

57 ~425m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

58 ~425m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

59 ~470m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  to p o g ra p hy a nd  

ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

66 ~570m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Site  no t 

visib le  fro m Brid le wa y d ue  to  

inte rve ning  ve g e ta tio n. 

Hig h Me d ium Ne g lig ib le , 

Lo c a lise d , Lo ng  

te rm a nd  Irre ve rsib le  

Ne g lig ib le  SLIGHT 

119 ~160m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r filte re d  vie ws o f p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt fro m this Brid le wa y. 

Hig h Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , 

Lo ng  te rm a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll MODERATE 

121 ~160m Lo c a l Pub lic  Rig ht o f Wa y. Po te ntia l 

fo r filte re d  vie ws o f p ro p o se d  

d e ve lo p me nt fro m this Brid le wa y. 

Hig h Me d ium Sma ll, Lo c a lise d , 

Lo ng  te rm a nd  

Irre ve rsib le  

Sma ll MODERATE 
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3. Appe ndix 3 – Pla ns 
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Pla n 1: Loc a tion Pla n 
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Pla n 3: La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Type s 
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Pla n 4: La ndsc a pe  Cha ra c te r Are a s 
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Pla n 5: PRoW  
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Pla n 6: De sig na tions 
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Pla n 7: He rita g e   
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Pla n 8: Vie wpoint Loc a tions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

        Spout Farm, Longridge LVA       June  2016 

xxxiii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pla n 9: The ore tic a l Visua l Enve lope  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 





 

        Spout Farm, Longridge LVA       June  2016 

xxxiv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pla n 10: Site  Ma ste rpla n 
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