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Sharon Craig

From: Lorimer, Elliott <Elliott.Lorimer@lancashire.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 August 2016 13:48

To: planning

Subject: Application Ref: 3/2016/0709

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Julia 

 

The following comments are provided on behalf of the Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership: 

 

Background 

 

The Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is a statutory protected landscape, and as such a 

local authority within the Forest of Bowland AONB has a duty of care to ensure that the landscape is not affected by 

inappropriate development which would comprise the reason for designation. Current legislation (Section 85 of the 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000) requires that 'in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so 

as to affect land' within the designated landscape an 'authority shall have regard to their statutory purposes'; i.e. to 

'conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area.' 

 

Application 

 

The statutory Forest of Bowland AONB Management Plan 2014 – 2019 outlines an objective (2.2) to support the 

retention of basic rural services and amenities in villages and hamlets of the AONB:  'Promote and support rural 

services and socio-economic development of the area, particularly where such activity helps to conserve and enhance 

the AONB's natural beauty'.  The proposed change of use from public house to two dwellings would result in the loss 

of a key village amenity for local residents. 

 

Additionally, the Management Plan outlines an objective (2.4) regarding sustainable tourism development which 

seeks to: 'Develop, co-ordinate and effectively promote sustainable tourism activity within the AONB'; with a linked 

action (2.4I) to 'Support opportunities to develop and promote Gisburn Forest and Stocks as a destination for cycling, 

walking and riding'.  The proposed change of use from public house to two dwellings would result in the loss of 

potential tourism business development to provide food and accommodation for visitors to Gisburn Forest and 

Stocks. 

 

For these reasons, the Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership does not recommend the proposed change use to two 

dwellings.  Please do get in touch if you require any further information. 

 

Kind regards 

Elliott Lorimer 

 

 
Elliott Lorimer 
Principal AONB Officer 
Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
 
Kettledrum, 6 Root Hill Estate Yard, Whitewell Road, Dunsop Bridge, CLITHEROE, BB7 3AY 
t   01200 448000  m 07775 221208 
web www.forestofbowland.com 

 

SUPPORT CHAMPION BOWLAND & BUY OUR 2017 CALENDAR ONLINE – Help Keep Bowland Beautiful! 
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Thinking about fostering? Foster with us and we'll help make the best match between a child and 
your family.  

******************** 

This e-mail contains information intended for the addressee only. 

It may be confidential and may be the subject of legal and/or professional privilege.  

If you are not the addressee you are not authorised to disseminate, distribute, copy or use this e-mail or any attachment to it. 

The content may be personal or contain personal opinions and unless specifically stated or followed up in writing, the content cannot be taken to form a 
contract or to be an expression of the County Council's position. 

Lancashire County Council reserves the right to monitor all incoming and outgoing email. 

Lancashire County Council has taken reasonable steps to ensure that outgoing communications do not contain malicious software and it is your responsibility 
to carry out any checks on this email before accepting the email and opening attachments. 


