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1.0 INTRODUCTION'

1.1 Jon Oliver of Jon Oliver Arboriculture was commissioned to produce an
Arboricultural Impact Assessment with respect to the proposed
development at Arbour Farm, Thornley, PR3 2TE for the construction of a
two story extension and a single story utility room.

1.2 The development site, as indicated on the site plan (see appendix 2) and
is In a rural locatlon. The site property faces Chipping road where there Is
a parking area to the front. Vehicle access to the rear of the property is
via a tarmac lane,

1.3 The existing dwelling and has well maintained garden areas and is well

represented by trees planted by the current owners.

2.1 The proposed development is for the construction of a two story
extenslion and single story utllity room as Indicated In appendix 2.

3.0 SURVEY METHODS

3.1  The site was initially surveyed by Jon Oliver on 22/1/18 using the supplied
site plan.

3.2  Tree heights were estimated via use of cllnometer, measurements of DBH
taken at 1.5m height and crown spread was taken by ground
measurements. Al Images were taken at the time of the survey with a
Panasonic Lumix TZ20. This Is In accordance with BS 5837:2012 Trees In
reiation to design, demoiltion and construction - Recommendations.

3.3 Al surveying of tree stock on the site was carried out visually from the
ground only. If Ivy cover was encountered on trees, then only limited
visual checking of structure and potential defects was possible.

3.4  Weather was dry and overcast with a light breeze. There were no
constraints to completing a thorough survey.
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3.5 The location of the tree stock Is as indicated on the supplied site plan {(See
Appendix 2). Where trees were not included on the site plan they were
marked on by using ground measurements and their position relative to
fixed features such as walls and boundaries.

3.6 At the time of surveying all trees were recorded on standard tree record
sheets, see Appendix 1: Tree Schedule. Trees were surveyed throughout
the proposed development site, individual detalls were recorded for all
significant trees within the proposed development. Where a larger number
of smaller trees, off site trees or a hedge are encountered in the survey
area these are included as a group/hedge record which Includes the
approximate height range and maximum Diameter at Breast Height (DBH)
of trees within the group/hedge, these groups are referred to as follows:
Group 2 (G2), Hedge 3 (H3) etc.

3.7 The surveyed trees are categorized by the standard retention categories
as defined in BS5837:2012. Such retention categories seek to inform the
design process of trees which may be worthy of consideration for inciusion
within the proposed development. All work recommendations relate to
trees within the context of the current site layout and usage.

3.8 In the current context of the site usage any trees which are unsuitable for
retentlon are indicated on the Tree Constraints Plan (appendix 2) and are
further identified in the narrative of this report and in the tree schedule
{appendix 1).

4.1 TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS AND CONSERVATION AREAS

4.1.1 To the best of my knowledge the site is not located within a2 conservation
area and no trees are the subject of a tree preservation order.

4.2 THE TREE POPULATION

4.2.1 T1 has had its crown removed approximately two years ago and there has
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been little regrowth (see appendix 3, images). This tree is not worthy of
retention and should be removed irvespective of any development.

4.2.2 The electricity supply cable passes through the crown of T2 and as a
consequence it has been identified by the utilities company as requiring
removal as the cable rubs against the stem In windy conditions (see
appendix 3, images). There Is no potential to reshape this tree in a
satlsfactory manor to avoid an ongoing conflict with the electricity supply
and this tree should be considered for removal irrespective of any
development.

4.2.3 To the south east of the property there are several trees (T3-T7) and a
well maintained privet hedge (H1/H2) which are all in good condition and
do not require any works.

4.2.4 The group of trees situated to the side and rear of the garage (G1) are
regularly cut back by the utility company to maintaln clearance from the
electricity supply. This has been carried out with litte consideration for
form. Irrespective of this these trees appear to be In good condition,

4.2.5 G2 consists of four mature trees on the northern boundary. They are in
good condition. The two sycamore trees have incdluded bark unlons which
appear to have good reaction wood but should be monitored on a regufar
basis for signs of fallure. In front of this group are two groups of smaller
garden trees, G3 and G4. These are generally well maintained in good
condition.

4.2,6 The fenced area bordering Chipping road contains approximately 25 Sitka
spruce of various dlameters (G5). These trees create effective screening
from the road and should be maintained as a group. Beyond this group
are two Irish yew trees which have been regularly maintained to limit their
spread and height (G6).

4.3 ARBORICULTURAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

4.3.1 The proposed development will require the removal of T1 and T2 as
indicated on the tree constraints plan (appendix 2) and tree protection
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plan (appendix 4). Both these trees have already been identified as not
suitable for retention irrespective of any development for the reasons

stated above in 4.2.1 and 4.2.2,

4.3.2 All remaining trees and hedges are of sufficient distance from the
proposed development that the development will have no impact on them
providing the guildance contained within the method statement is adhered
to.

4.3.3 The proposed development will not have any affect on the current levels of
shading and consequently no future pressure will be put on the retained
trees.

MITIGATION MEASURES

5.1 The site and wider area is very well stocked with a range of trees and the
loss of Tt and T2 should not adversely affect the tree population
sufficiently to warrant mitigation planting.

METHOD STATEMENT

6.1 SITE WIDE MEASURES:

6.1.1 Due to the layout of the development site, site conditions and location of
trees it should not be necessary to erect heras style tree protection
fencing during the proposed works to create a construction exclusion zone
as no construction machinery will need to access any areas where they
could cause damage to any trees, No vehicles will need to access areas
where damage to any tree canopy or root protection area could occur as
can be seen in appendix 4, tree protectlon plan. A simple barrier
constructed from barrier netting and rebar pins (appendix 5a) should be
sufficlent to create a visual reminder that of the arears that form the
construction exclusion zone. A more substantial physical barrier should be
erected to form the edge of the construction exclusion zone for G5 and G6
which should be constructed from driven posts and chestnut palings
(appendix 5b). The tree protection fencing shouid be positioned as

4
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indicated in appendix 4, tree protection plan.

6.1.2 There Is no need for the storage of any materials, waste products or
parking of construction vehicles near the root protection area and all site
access and movement of materials will take place via the tarmac access
road and hard standing In front of the garage which provides access to the

rear garden.

6.1.3 The tree protection fencing/boundary fencing needs to have weather proof
signs attached containing the wording:

CONSTRUCTION EXCLUSION ZONE - NO ACCESS
6.1.5 A list of general construction guidelines is detailed below:
» Creatlon of a construction exclusion zone (as detalled above) will be required
for the development phase in order to protect the root zones of all retained

trees.

» Once installed tree protection must remain in place and be aobserved at all
times.

« No fires within 10m of the crown of any retained trees.

» Soil levels in rooting areas to be retained with minimal level changes, no
greater than 300mm.

» No cement mixing/washout to take place within 15m of any retained trees.
* No chemicals, bitumen etc. to be stored within 10m of any retained trees.

* Any splllage of fuel, chemilcals or contaminated water occurring within 2m of
the root protection areas to be reported to project supervisor.

= No underground services will be required within or adjacent to the RPA of
retained trees.
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7.0 CONCLUSION

7.1  The survey was completed on all the trees within the garden area. There
were no other potentlally affected off site trees to take into
conslderation.

7.2 It will be necessary to remove T1 and T2 to permit the development to
take place. Both of these trees will need to be removed irrespective of
development due to their condition (T1) and conflict with electricity
supply (T2).

7.3 No other tree removals or tree work is required to take place as a direct
consequence of the proposed development and all work can easily take
place without any stress being placed on all retained tree stock providing
tree protection fencing is erected as indicated in appendix 4 (tree
protection plan) and as specified In section 6.1.1 and all site wide
measures are adhered to as detailed in the method statement (section
6). There Is no work required within any tree root protection area.
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Appendix 5a: Fencing to mark out the construction exclusion zone as an alternative to heras style fencing.

=— k== : i

] T ——

‘-i; L 2]
'iﬂmu- ¥
himiamy o~
= L

—
=AY ] [

re




=l

320%71207P

Appendix 5b

Medium weight tree protection fencing for smaller developments or where a lower specification for
tree protection is required.

Driven posts at 2 meter spacings with chestnut paling attached as indicated below.




