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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. Martin Environmental Solutions has been commissioned by Fullalove Wines Ltd to 

undertake a noise survey and an acoustic assessment to assess the impact of a 

proposed change of use of 5 Stanley Street, Longridge, PR3 3NJ to a wine bar.  

Site Location and Context 
1.2. The development site is located to the northwest of Stanley Street, Longridge. The 

proposed development forms part of a larger building complex consisting of office 

accommodation. To the northeast are commercial retail premises, southwest 

commercial units and opposite to the southeast and behind are residential properties. 

An aerial photograph is included within Figure 1. 

 

1.3. It is the potential impact on these residential properties that has led to the request for 

this assessment.  

 

1.4. The assessment will discuss the potential impact from the proposed development, 

identify the likely impact on sensitive receptors and suggest any mitigation measures 

required to ensure the development is suitable. 
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2. Policy and Guidance 

2.1 The impact of noise can be a material consideration in the determination of planning 

applications. The planning system has the task of guiding development to the most 

appropriate locations. It is recognised that on occasions it will be difficult to reconcile 

some land uses, such as housing, hospitals or schools, with other activities that generate 

high levels of noise. However, the planning system is tasked to ensure that, wherever 

practicable, noise-sensitive developments are separated from major sources of noise 

(such as road, rail and air transport and certain types of industrial development). 

 

2.2 The Government’s publication of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which 

seeks to prevent new and existing development from contributing to or being put at 

unacceptable risk from noise pollution, has replaced previous Planning Policy 

Statements and Planning Policy Guidance Notes. 

 

2.3 The Government have also issued the Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE). The 

NPSE clarifies the Government’s underlying principles and aims in relation to noise and 

sets a vision to promote good health and a good quality of life through the effective 

management of noise while having regard to the Government’s sustainable 

development strategy. The NPSE aims to mitigate and minimise adverse impacts on 

health and quality of life through the effective management and control of noise. 

 

2.4 The NPSE introduces the following terms although no sound levels are given to 

represent these many authorities have identified sound level criteria in line with the 

World Health Organisation and BS4142: 2014 levels. The terms introduced by the NPSE 

are: 

• NOEL – No Observed Effect Level (<30dB(A)inside <50dB(A) outside, 10dB 
below background) 

• LOAEL – Lowest Observed Adverse Effect Level (30-35dB(A) inside 50-
55dB(A) outside, background to +5dB) 

• SOAEL – Significant Observed Adverse Effect Level (>35dB(A) inside, 
>55dB(A) outside, >+10dB above background)  

 
2.5. The sound levels within the brackets of the previous paragraph are those determined by 

Lancashire authorities as appropriate levels to indicate the relevant effect levels 

represented by the NPSE. These levels are detailed with in the Lancashire Planning 

Guidance document on noise which is in the process of being finalised and is currently 

used by a number of Lancashire authorities. 
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2.6. Other commonly used examples of standards utilised by Local Planning authorities for 

the consideration of noise impacts include comparison of the likely noise levels to be 

experienced at a development, with levels that have been recommended by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) as Guidelines for the prevention of Community Noise 

Annoyance and within BS8233: 2014.  

 

2.7. The WHO recommended noise levels for outdoor amenity areas (gardens) that should 

not be exceeded are 55dB(A) LAeq,16hr in order to avoid ‘Serious Community Annoyance 

or 50dB(A) LAeq,16hr to avoid ‘Moderate Community Annoyance’ during the day. For 

indoor levels WHO set 35dB(A) LAeq,16hr during the day to prevent Moderate Annoyance 

and 30 dB(A) LAeq,8hr at night to prevent sleep disturbance. 
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3. The Proposal 
3.1. The development involves the conversion of the building into a small wine bar with off-

site sales at the front of the building. The site will include a small kitchen and bar area.  

3.2. Entertainment will be restricted to back ground music with the occasion sole/due 

acoustic acts and singers. It is proposed that the site will be closed to the public at 

23:00, restricting any impact from the site to the typically identified daytime periods 

within the above guidance documents. 

3.3. The entrance to the establishment is via a large shared lobby area providing a suitable 

vestibule to prevent sound escaping from the venue as patrons enter. The front of the 

venue will also be used for retail sale and any acts or speakers for background music 

will be located towards the centre/rear of the property further reducing the likelihood of 

breakout from the front. 

4. The Assessment 

4.1. To ascertain the existing attenuation of the property a dodecahedron speaker was set 

up in the centre of the building. A pink noise generator was then used to generate a 

significant sound level within the premises. The sound levels produced were well in 

excess of any sound level to be produced by the usual use of the premises. External 

sound levels were then monitored for compassion. 

4.2. All measurements were taken using a Cirrus, Optimus Green CR-171B, Type 1 sound 

level meter.  The meter was calibrated before and after use and no significant deviation 

was identified. The calibration certificate is shown in Appendix A. 

4.3. Internal sound levels within the property were measured between 97dB(A) at the rear 

of the property to 101dB(A) at the front. While external sound levels were recorded at 

57dB(A) to the front of the property and 56dB(A) at the rear.  

4.4. While the external sound levels were influenced by passing traffic these results indicate 

an attenuation level of over 40dB from the existing structure. 97-57 = 40dB. 

4.5. Background sound levels in the area were then monitored. To the rear the background 

sound levels ranged from 48-50dB LAeq, 33-36dBLA90. To the front of the property similar 

sound levels of 51-56dB LAeq and 31-36dB(A) LA90 were recorded. The weather at the 

start and end of the monitoring period was dry and still however from around 21:31 to 

22:30 there were periods of heavy rain, when measuring at the front of the property. 
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The lowest background levels recorded are therefore considered suitable for any 

further calculations. 

4.6. Therefore, it can be assumed that with an internal sound level of around 80dB(A), the 

lower exposure threshold when considering noise at work, and above that anticipated 

to be generated by the establishment even during evenings of entertainment the 

external sound level will be 40dB(A). Assuming a 15dB reduction for an open window 

(BS8233) this would result in and internal sound level of 25dB(A).  

4.7. This would result in sound levels experienced within the nearby properties from the 

activities within the venue well below those recommended within the above-mentioned 

guidance or 50dB(A) externally and 35dB(A) internally. Properties along Warwick 

Street backing onto the rear of the premises will also experience lower sound levels as 

the rear brick/stone walls to the properties will provide additional attenuation. 

4.8. Based on the nature of the entertainment and background music no bass sound will 

be experienced outside of the establishment. 

4.9. During the monitoring an inspection of the building was undertaken and a weak spot 

in the fabric of the building was identified by the doors to the outside yard area. It is 

therefore recommended that these are replaced prior to opening and the yard fitted 

with a secure fence and gate to further reduce noise breakout and to provide additional 

secure and control over the premises. 
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5. Conclusion 
5.1. The proposed development will consist of a small wine bar and retail sales area, with 

only small numbers of patron available. Some entertainment in the form of background 

music and sole/duo acoustic artists is planned on occasions. However, the developed 

will close by 23:00 and additional work being undertaken to the structure of the venue 

prior to opening will also improve the attenuation to be offered, as will any patrons 

within the venue during opening hours.  

 

5.2. An assessment of the proposed building has been undertaken and shown to have an 

attenuation of approx. 40dB. Given the nature of the venue and planned entertainment 

this will result in sound levels of around 40dB(A) or less outside the building. 

 

5.3. Internal levels within nearby residential properties will therefore be in the region of 

25dB(A), significantly below the existing background sound level and the 

recommended level of 35dB(A) within World Health Organisation, BS8233: 2014 and 

the Lancashire Planning and Noise Guidance. 

 

5.4. External levels will likewise be below the recommended 50dB(A) with amenity areas 

of residential properties along Warwick Street approximately 10dB lower due to the 

barrier effect of the garden walls. 

 

5.5. However, it is recommended that the external door to the rear yard is 

improved/replaced as this currently consists of a single glazed door and was identified 

as a weak spot to the fabric of the building. The door should be replaced with a 

minimum of a standard UPVc door and all glazing should be of standard double 

glazing. 

 

5.6. Based on the measurements undertaken and the proposed use of the venue it will not 

have a significant adverse impact on surrounding noise sensitive premises and as such 

complies with the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework with respect 

to sound levels.  
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Figure 1 – Aerial Photograph 

 

 

  

mailto:info@m-e-solutions.co.uk
http://www.m-e-solutions.co.uk/


Martin 

Environmental 

Solutions 

 

Martin Environmental Solutions  November 2016 

info@m-e-solutions.co.uk  10 

www.m-e-solutions.co.uk  Report No: 1400-1 

MES 

Appendix A – Calibration Certificates 
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