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Exterded Phase I Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn. Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BBV 90F, Lancashire

PART 1 INTRODUCTION:

1.1 REASORS ¥OR SURVEY:

PENNINE Ecological have been copwniscioned by Bramley-Pate & Partners cn behalf of
{Donelan Trading Limited) 1o nadertake an Extended Phase | Hahitat Survey and

spacies survey / assessmen of Land at the Former Punch Bowl Inp, Longndgs

their client
4 £
proienis

: AT o [ - I
Road, Hurst Green, Lancasmirs.

The study includes 5 vegetarion end badgsr smrvey together with a water vole { otter survey o
the siream along the sites wesiern boundary. An assessment for other poterntial protected

speciss issuss has also been compleied.

"
e gt

The report inciudes a full svaluation of the ecologieal significance of the servey findings.

‘The surveys are required due o proposals for site development.

1.2 SITE LOCATION:

The sita is located berwess in g mrsl iocation on the B6243 Longridge Road, approximately

1 1km west of Harst Green. The sites central Hational Grid Reference is SD 673 378.

The locations of the habitats surveyed are shown on Map 1, Appendix 1.

1.3 SITE STATUS:
A desk top study was not commissionsd as part of the survey.
1.3.1 Siptutory Sites:

Details of statutory sites were sought from the Natural England web site search:

spg PO TR R T ) w1
hitp/fwww.nsiuresniheiiap.aatiraien giang Oral

7
Faachdnf L

The site is located just outside the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB); http://www.landscapesforlifc.org.ukfforest—of-bowland-aonb.html. The AONB is on
the other side of Longridge Road.

1.3.2 Non-Statutory Sites:

There are no known County Biological Heritage Sites (BHS) associated with the site or its
immediate boundaries, although this would require verification by a desk top study with
Lancashire County Council.

PENNINE Ecological 1
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

1.4 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS:

The survey was conducted on November 19th 2015 this is a sub-optimal time for Extended
Phase 1 Habitat Survey, however given the habitats present on site, this is not regarded as a

significant constraint.

With the exception of the water vole survey there were no constraints to other protected
species surveys / assessments and the site was fully accessible.

PENNINE Ecological
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Extended Phase | Habirat Survey & Protecred Species Survey / Assessmenl
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitherve, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

2.1 EXTENDED PHAZE I WABITAT SURVEY:

Hghitat Survey Methodology:
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D = Drominent
A = Abundant
F =  Freguent
O = Dconsions!
R = Rare

‘Where approprizie these values can be prefixed by the letter L {focally) or ¥V (very), to
provide more subile biogeographical data.

2,3.2 Habitais Present:

A3.1 Scattered broad-leaved trees

A3.2 Scatiered coniferous irees

G2 Running water

J1.4 Introduced shrub

J2.4 Fence

125 Wal

J2.8 Earth bank

J3.6 Buildings

J4  Bare earth / ground: siripped earth / concrete/tarmac

2.1.3 General Description:
This rural site is approxizaately 90m by &3 in maximum dimensions.

The site includes the buildings of the former Punch Bowl Inn and associated tarmac parking
areas and grounds.

At the time of survey the site had been almost entirely stripped of vegetation and was
dominated by bare earth and spoil mouads. '

A line of mature L.zyland cypress conifers are present on the eastern site boundary with a
planted lire extending into the site.

A mature beech tree and garden privet hedge are present on the north eastern site boundary
with Longridge Road, otherwise the nerthern boundary s formed by the former pub buildings

and tarmac access areas.

PENNINE Ecological 3
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bow! Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

The eastern boundary is fenced and includes a line of Leyland cypress conifers at the northern
end.

The southern boundary is fenced with a semi-mature ash tree and two mature pedunculate oak
frees.

The sites western boundary is formed by a strearn with several trees on the eastern (site side)
banks, these include; four sycamore, a single pedunculate oak and a holly bush. The eastern
banks have limited streamside vegetation along the bank bases including fern species,
liverworts and streamside herbs. The majority of the banks are covered in a thin layer of spoil
from adjacent soil stripping.

Remaining parts of the site are bare earth / earth mounds.

2.1.4 Target Notes:
Target Note 1: Stream corridor on western boundary:

The sites western boundary is formed by a stream with several trees on the eastern (site side)
banks, these include; four sycamore, a single pedunculate oak and a holly bush. The eastern
banks have limited streamside vegetation along the bank bases including: locally abundant
liverwort species and ivy, frequent broad-buckler fem and locally frequent opposite-leaved
golden saxifrage and bramble species. The majority of the banks are covered in a thin layer of
spoil from adjacent soil stripping.

Target Note 2: Mature sycamore with dense ivy cover:

This stream side tree has a dense cover of ivy which offers potential for bat roosts, although
no evidence was noted.

Target Note 3: Semi-mature ash tree with dense ivy cover:

This ash tree in the south east corner of the site has a dense cover of ivy which offers potential
for bat roosts, although no evidence was noted.

Target Note 4: Former Public House buildings:

The complex of buildings associated with the former Punch Bowl Inn support varicus features
associated mainly with the slate roofs that offer potential points for bat access. These are
explained in more detail in the following section.

PENNINE Ecological 4
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Exterded Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Suvey / Assessinent
Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 9P, Lancashire -

2.2 PROTECTED SPECIES SURVEYS:

During the Phase | Habitar Survey additional surveys were undertaken where appropriate for
the presence of other potential protected species. The following surveys were undertaken.

#Methad:

4 badgsr survey was underisken of the site. The badger survey used standard iechnigues for

establishing the use of the site by badger, and includes searches for evidemce of pacgess
including:

& Sefis
e Palhwavs
Footprinis

¢ Lazirines
¢ Foraging areas
» Scratching posts
# Boundary ssarches for runs, pathways and latrines,
The survey results are outlined below.
Resu!lts:
Sett Search:
The survey found no setts on site.
Search for Foraging Signs and Pathways:
The site was thoroughly searched for badger pathways and signs of foraging. No sign of

badger activity was found therefore it can be concluded that the species is not using this area
for foraging or commuting.

Boundary Search:

All of the boundaries of the site were walked and examined for potential runs, pathways and
latrines. The search found no evidence to saggest badger activity along any of the site
boundaries.

The absence of any activity signs indicates that badgers are not entering the site. The absence
of latrines indicates a lack of territorial activity in the near vicinity of the site.

PENNINE Ecological 5
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Extended Phase 1 Habirar Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 3QP, Lancashire -

2.2.2 Bats:

During the survey an assessment of bat roost potential and foraging habitats was undertaken.

Method;

A daytime survey was conducted on 19™ November 2015. The buildings on site were
mspected externally only for potential places / points of internal access that may be of value
to bats. The exterior elevations were investigated from ground floor level, with the aid of
close focusing binoculars, for places that are frequently used by bats as roosts or as access
into roost chambers. All clevations were visually accessible.

The daytime survey was conducted by Mr. R. Leatham, who is an experienced ecologist. The
findings of the survey were discussed in detail with Mr. Stan Irwin (licensed bat surveyor)
who has over thirty years of bat ecology experience and licensing. The resuits, conclusions,
and recommendations have been assessed by Mr. frwin and his assessment concurs with Mr.

Leatham's.

During the survey the surrounding habitat was evaluated in relation to bais as very often roost
selection is closely correlated with the surrounding habitat.

Constraints:

The daytime survey was conducted outside of the main active period and breeding season of
bats. However there were no access restrictions that prevented assessment of all buildings.
Consequently, a full appraisal and external inspection of the property was achievable in
relation to assessing the level of bat roost potential that may exist.

Survey Results:

There are several features associated with the main Public House building that provide
potential points of access for crevice dwelling bats, such as pipistrelle bat species and hence
provide bat roost potential.

These features include;

o Gaps under the roof slates, particularly on the rear southem elevation.

e Several rows of missing slates.
» Gaps and holes in masonry on the roof apex / wall junctions.
» Gaps under lead roof flashing.

(see photographs at the end of this report for details of these features).

Overall the buildings are regarded as having mederate-high bat roost potential.

The extent and nature of these features are such that even if an internal inspection of the
buildings was undertaken and no evidence was found, this would not be conclusive. This is

because it is not possible to physically inspect all these features without at least partial
destruction of the building and potentiaily roost sites. Where potential has been identified as

PENNINE Ecological 6
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Spacizs Survey / Assessment
Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BRB7 90P, Lancashire -

low or above then guidance from the Bat Conservation Trust advises that dusk / dawn bat
activity surveys are undertaken.

The site is located within an arez of very good bat foraging habitat in the form of surrounding
open coumtryside and a stweam corridor on the western bouncary. The presence of nearby
siitahis forzging habitat and Hnkage further incraages the poteatial of the buildings to support
bats.

The trees with ivy cover have lew-medaraie bat roost potential.

The propesed area of development includes land up to the bank top (break of slope) of the
walercourse on the sites western boundary. However the banks have been diriuibed by
adjacent soil stripping with a layer of {rssh earth now covering the majority of the eastern
barks of the watercourse,

Sarvey Methbedology:
The waier vole survey was undertaken on Movember 13th 2012 aad feliowed the standard

methodology as outlined in the Water Vole Conservati
R. & Moorhouse, T. (2006).
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The survey is based upon the examination of the banks and watercourse along the sites
western boundary.

Searches were made for the following signs;

e Sightings of individual animals

@ Latrines

¢ Feeding stations
s  Burrows

¢  Runs

e Prints

Survey Constrainis:
All survey areas were accessible, there were no access constraints tc the survey areas.

The survey has been conducted outside of the recommended survey season for water vole
survey (April - October). However, the weeks prior to the survey had been exceptionaliy mild
for November. It wouid therefore not be unieasonable to expect some levels of activity if the
species is present on the watercourse. Because of the constraints however the survey focused
on burrow location survey. This was achievable for the western bank of the watercourse,
however spoil deposits on the eastera bank had covered the majority of the bank, therefore

masking any potential burrows.

PENNINE Ecological 7
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

Survey Results:
No burrows or active signs of the species were found.

However the watercourse is potentially suitable for the species. Given the considerable
constraints the survey cannot be regarded as conclusive.

2.2.3 Otter Survey

Survey Methodology:

The survey undertaken follows guidance provided in the New Rivers & Wildlife Handbook
RSPB, NRA and RSNC (2001), and searches were undertaken for footprints, spraints, holts
and potential couches and trails.

The survey is based upon the examination of the banks and watercourse along the sites
western boundary.

Survey Constraints:

All areas river and banks were accessible. There were no constraints to the survey.
Survey Results:

No evidence of the species was found on the surveyed section.

The species is deemed to be absent from the stream, however otters are expanding their range
in Lancashire and are known to be present in the Ribble catchment.

2.2.4 Other Protected Species:

Issues in relation to other potential protected species where no specific survey was undertaken
are assessed in the foliowing section.

PENNINE Ecological
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
. Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BE7 80P, Lancashire -

PART 3 ECOLGGICAL EVALUATION & RECOMMENDATICONS:

3.1 EVALUATION OF SURVEY & RECOMMENDATIONS:

The following section evaluates the site in relation to statutory/non-statutory sites, protected
species and species/habitats listed on the former UK Bicdivausity Action Plan Priority List,

—
~

Section 41 Species/Habitais of Principal linporance in Engiand (MERC) Act 20666, and the
Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan.

1.1 Statutoery Sites:

There are no statufory wildlife sites associated with the site or within 500m of the site, The
. = T

site las just cutside the Forest of Bowland AGNE.
3.1.2 Riclogics) Heritage Sites/non siatutory designations:

There are no known County Biclogical Heritage Sites (BHS) associated with the site or within
the immediate sarrounding area, aithough this would reguire confirmation by a desk top

3
SINaV.

The arez affected by the proposed works fails to meet any of the guidelines for selection
associated with the Lancashire Biological Heritage Site scheime.

3.1.3 Sites Habitats & Higher Plant Species:

The habitats lost to development do not meet any guidelines for Lancashire BAP habitat
status The habitats (mainly bare earth, hard standing and buildings) together with plant
species recorded on site are comrion and widespread and are considered to be of site value
only.

The stream on the sites western boundary is potentially a Section 41 Habitat of Principal
Importance in England (NERC) Act 2006.

Recommendations: Habitats & Higher Plant Species:
There are no requirements for further surveys.

A suitable undeveloped buffer zone of around Sm should be maintained on the western
boundary with the stream.

W

PENNINE Ecological
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessiment
Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

3.1.4 Protected Species:

Badgers:

Badgers are protected under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and under
the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, which prohibits deliberate interference with the animal or

its sett.

The survey found no evidence of historic, recent or current use of the site by badgers for
foraging, commuting or occupation and the species is considered to be absent.

Recormmendations: Badgers;

There are no issues in relation to badgers arising from the development. No further surveys
are required.

Water Voles:

Water voles (Arvicola terrestris) exe protected by the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981) as
amended. In 1998 particular emphasis of protection was given to the water vole’s burrow in
respect of Section 9(4) of the above act. Water vole is also protected under the NERC Act
(2006). Water voles are also a UX Priority Biodiversity species.

The survey found no evidence of water vole from the adjacent watercourse. However the
watercourse is potentially suitable for the species. Given the considerable constraints the

survey cannot be regarded as conclusive.

Recommendations: Water Voles:

Since the proposed area of development includes land up to the bank top (break of slope) then
an appropriately timed water vole survey must be undertaken between April and October. The
survey will be the standard methodology as outlined in the Water Vole Conservation
Handbook, (2™ Bdition), Strachan, R, & Moorhouse, T. (2006).

It is recommended that the survey is undertaken in April / May before the onset of dense bank
vegetation which can mask burrows and results in constraints,

Great Crested Newi:
Great crested newt is comprehensively protected under European legislation.

There are no waterbodies on the site or within the terrestrial range of the species considered
capable of supporting the species.

Recommendations; Great Crested Newt:

There are no issues in respect of great crested newts or other amphibians.

PENNINE Ecological 10
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Extended Phase § Habitat Survey & Protecied Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at- Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridee Road, Hurst Green. Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

Biras:

All breeding birds (with only minor exceptions) are protected under the Wildlife and
Countrvside Act {1981) as amended.

The trees on site including the Leyland cypress hedge have potentiai to support breeding
birds. In addition the buildings have potential to support breeding birds.

Y P [P, S = -
Recommendations: Birds:

ic bird surveys are requirsd. In order to rminimize impscis on hirds any site
10 seruh or tree habitais and buildings shovld take place cutside of the breeding
etween the snc of Angus

14 e removed from the site, fxibire to do 89 could provide potential nest sives If left

in situ until the following breeding season.

: and end of February, Following cutiiag of scrabloees

I remioval of scrub / trees or buildings i undertaken during the breeding season, then checks
‘ e 3 ~

[T I LRI PP B PR R e R Tt e e e Eet T O
shouid be meade 1o esiabiish any nesting of bresding actindy, PRor Lo removaL.

Bats are comprehensively protected by European legisiation.

All British bats and their 'roosts are afforded protection under the 1981 Wildlife &
Countrvside Act {as amended) and are listed in Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats &
Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). When dealing with cases where & Buropean
Protected Species {all UX bats) may be affected, a planning authority is a competent authority
within the meaning of the Regulation 7 of the 2015 Regulations and therefore has a stafutory
duty to have due regard to the provisions of the Regulzatiops ir the exercise of iis functions.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has replaced the existing Planning Policy
Guidelines (PPG’s). In relation to wiidlife PPG 9 was one of the documents to which
Planning Authorities referred to, particularly where a specially protected species is or may be
present and will be affected by a development for which a Planning application seeks consent.
The aims of the NPBF in relation to speciss and habitats are that it places a clear responsibility
on Local Planning Authorities io conssive and enhance riodiversity and (0 sncourage
consideration that should be given to Protected Species whers they may be affected by
development. The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (OCDPM) Circular 06/2005 provides
administrative guidance on the application of the law in relation to planning and nature
conservation.

Y The term roost is generically referved w as a place that bat/s use for the any of the above reasons, however it
should be noted that under the Conservation of Hobitats & Species Reguiations 2010 (Regulation 41} the terin
roost is not used but refers 10 “a breeding site or resiing place of such an animal” and is gfforded legal
protection. The roost. breeding site or resting place of bats, which ever terminology is used is legally protected
whether or not bais are in occupation.

PENNINE Ecological 11
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Suivey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

This is supported by a guide to good practice entitled ‘Planning for Biodiversity and
Geological Conservation: Building in Biodiversity’ in which paragraphs 5.34 and 5.35
identify that species such as bats are highly dependent upon built structures for survival and
that roosts can be easily incorporated into existing and new developments/conversions to

benefit these species.

When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve
and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles:

If significant harn resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locaring on an
alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort,
compensated for, then planning permission should be refused.

Use of Buildings by Bats:

a) Summer breeding roost.
b} Hibernation,
c) Transitional or temporary roost.

Roost selection is often closely correlated to suitable foraging habitat within a reasonable
commuting distance from the roost and different sites are used depending upon insect
densities and abundance, climatic conditions can also affect their ability to successfully
forage. All British bats are insectivorous.

Up to nine bat species have been regularly recorded in Lancashire most of which use built
structures, notably occupied residential properties for roosting. The most frequently
encountered species is the Pipistrelle bat; its abundant status in Lancashire is reflected
throughout the UK. All British bats and their roosts are afforded protection under the 1981
Wildlife & Countryside Act (as amended) and are listed in Scheduie 2 of the Conservation of
Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). When dealing with cases where a
European Protected Species (all UK bats) may be affected, a planning authority is a
competent authority within the meaning of the Regulation 7 of the 2010 Regulations and
therefore has a statutory duty to have due regard to the provisions of the Regulations in the

exercise of its functions.

Recommendations: Bats:

Based on the assessment that the buildings have moderate - high bat roost potential and the
proximity of high quality bat foraging habitats bat activity surveys are recommended for the
site with particular focus on the buildings. Due to the nature of the buildings and proximity of
good bat habitat there is potential for bats to be present at any time of year within these

buildings.

Therefore a total of at least two bat activity surveys are recommended that include a
reasonable spread of surveys over the late spring / summer period (April/May - August being
the ideal period). The surveys should be at least three to four weeks apart. Dependent on the
results of the first two dusk surveys it may be decided that a third survey is required, this will

be at the discretion of the bat consultant,

PENNINE Ecological 12
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Extended Phase | Habiat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 9QP, Lancashire -

Prior to the first dusk survey an internal inspection of the buildings will take place and will
include any loft spaces present in the buildings.

Following the corapletion of these surveys further recommendations will be made in respect
of any licensing isstes.

PENNINE Ecological 13
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90F, Lancashire
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Moo 1:  Extended Phase | Habitat Survey

Site Photographs
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -

Site Photographs: November 19th 2015
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Suvey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
 Land at: Forner Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Huist Green, Clitheroe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -
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Extended Phase 1 Hebitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bow! Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BR7 9QP, Lancashire -

Target Note 4: Rear elevatlon of pub with moderate
- high bat roost poientlal due to various roof

access points

A i I AT
Target Note 3: Semi-mature ash with dense ivy
cover provides low/moderate bat roost potential.

Target Note 4: Rear elevation of pub with moderate
= high bat roost potential due to various roof
access polnts

| SR s ;i L
Target Note 4: Rear elevation of pub with moderate
- high bat roost potential due to various roof
access points.
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Target Note 4: Rear elevation of pub with moderate
- high bat roost potentlal due to varicus roof
access polnts
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Extended Phase I Habitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road. Hurst Green, Clitherpe, BB7 90P, Lancashire -
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Extended Phase 1 Hobitat Survey & Protected Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bow! Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, BR7 90P, Lancashire -
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Extended Phase 1 Habita: Survey & Protecied Species Survey / Assessment
- Land at: Former Punch Bowl Inn, Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheroe, 8B7 90QP, Lencushire -
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