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Executive Summary

1.

10.

TEP was commissioned in October 2016 by Lane End Developments to prepare an
ecological assessment, based on a desk study and a site walkover, of the site of
some additional proposed floodlighting at Blackburn RUFC, Lancashire.

The proposals are for eight floodlights to be erected surrounding an existing rugby
pitch at the northern edge of the town of Blackburn. Existing floodlit pitches are
present to the south of the site.

A walkover survey was completed in October 2016 by Principal Ecologist Dr Mike
Walker MCIEEM following Phase 1 survey guidelines. The surrounding land was also
assessed for its potential for protected species or species/habitats of conservation
concern. The field containing the pitches proposed to be floodlit is referred to as the
Site.

The nearest wildlife site to the Site is Pleckgate Rough Biological Heritage Site,
located 200m to the southon the far side of the A6119. As this wildlife site is
designated for its grassland community, there will be no impact on the wildlife site
from the proposed lighting works.

No protected habitats or plant species or invasive species were recorded during the
walkover.

There are no buildings or trees within the site. The nearest possible bat roost is a
large mature, hollow oak tree located 85m north of the site in a grazed field. Due to
the distance from the site, and the separation from the site by a tall bank and
hedgeline, it is highly unlikely that the proposed lighting would effect this potential bat
roost. The defunct hedgerow to the north of the site and the hedgerow to the east
provide some potential low value foraging habitat for bats. It is highly unlikely that the
proposed lighting would result in the loss of foraging habitat for bats.

The brook to the south of the Site provides very low potential habitat for water vole
and otter. There is one record of otter within 2km of the Site and no records of water
vole. There are no suitable resting locations for otter along the watercourse. The
proposed lighting works will not impact otter or water vole. No evidence or suitable
habitat for any other protected mammal species was present within or near the Site.

No records of amphibian or reptile species were obtained within 2km of the Site and
the Site provides only very low value habitat for amphibian and reptiles species. The
proposed works will have no impacts on amphibians and reptiles.

If it is necessary to carry out any vegetation clearance during the nesting bird season
(March to August inclusive) then further checks will be required prior to the
commencement of the works.

It is unlikely that the Site or surrounding fields are used by significant wintering birds,
however to ensure that this is the case it is recommended that three further wintering
bird survey visits to the site are carried out over the winter period.
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introduction

TEP was commissioned in October 2016 by Lane End Developments to prepare an
ecological assessment, based on a desk study and a site walkover, in support of
proposals to provide additionai flood lighting at the existing rugby pitches at Blackburn
RUFC, Lancashire.

The site is centred on grid reference SD 67481 30612 at the northern edge of the
town of Blackburn. The Site itself comprises a field containing two rugby pitches.
These pitches are currently lit by temporary lighting. Two additional rugby pitches are
also present within the adjoining fields to the south, one of which is currently lit by the
same flood lighting proposed for the pitch to the north. The Blackburn RUFC club
house is also present to the south, as well as an area of car parking, bordered to the
south by the A6119 (Ramsgreave Drive).

The proposed rugby pitches to be lit are separated from the pitches to the south by a
flowing brook and a public footpath. The surrounding area consists of pasture, grazed
by cattle and sheep and slopes up to the north.

The field containing the pitches proposed to be floodiit is referred to as the Site.

The Site is shown in Figure 1 below.

Figure 1: Site location (contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016}

The report has the following objectives:

¢ Detail the methods and results of the aforementioned survey;

« Give an overview of habitats present on site and describe existing
vegetation;

« |dentify features of conservation value, such as species or habitats which
are legally protected or of biodiversity importance,

+ |dentify any features that could be potentially impacted by increased
lighting at night time;

8051.002 Paga 3 Naovemnber 2016
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* Advise the need for further survey work where required; and

¢ Provide recommendations for mitigation measures aimed at maintaining
net biodiversity value at the Development Site and identify where
opportunities may exist to provide biodiversity enhancement in accordance
with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

Methods

A desk study was undertaken in October 2016 by reviewing publicly available online
sources and records obtained from the local record centre (Table 1). Review of
existing biological records can be of assistance in establishing the extent to which
species that could represent a material consideration in pianning terms are likely to
be present in suitabie habitats locally.

Table 1: Ecological Information and Consuftations

Source Nature of Information

Maps showing legally protected areas,

Magic Maps designated sites and priority habitats

Google Maps Sateilite imagery

Lancashire Environment Record Designated sites and protected species
Network (LeRN) records

Local policies, plans and iand

Lancashire County Council allocation

Defra | UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

Walkover Survey

A walkover survey was completed by Principal Ecologist Dr Mike Walker MCIEEM on
26th October 2016. The survey was carried out following standard Phase 1 habitat
survey methods. This is a standardised method of recorded habitat types and
characteristic vegetation, as set out in the Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey - a
technique for Environmental Audit (JNCC, 2010). The survey method was extended
through the additional recording of specific features indicating the presence, or likely
presence, of protected species or other species of nature conservation significance,
including invasive species, in accordance with Guidelines for Preliminary Baseline
Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2013).

The walkover survey focussed in particular on any features that couid be potentially
effected by additional lighting at night time. This included any habitat features suitabie
for wintering birds or roosting or foraging bats.

Limitations

The survey was undertaken at the end of the optimum period for Phase 1 habitat
surveys (April to early October), but it was possible to accurately map the habitats
within the Site to Phase 1 level. There are therefore no constraints regarding the
timing of this survey.

Although access was only granted to the land owned by the rugby club, the
surrounding land use could be observed from the accessible land.

6% D02 Page 5 November 2016
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Desk Study
3.1 Full desktop study results are provided within the Desk Based Ecology Assessment
(Appendix A).

Statutory Designated Sites
3.2 There are no statutory designated sites within 1km of the Site.

Non-statutory Designated Sites

3.3 There are four non-statutory designated sites within 2km of the Site. These are listed
in Table 3 below.

34 The nearest of these sites is Pleckgate Rough Biological Heritage Site (BHS). This
BHS is located 200m south of the proposed site. The BHS contains an area of acid
grassland containing a rich diversity of ground flora, including a range of sedge
species and moss species.

Table 2: Non-statulory designated sites

Site Name Designation Description Grid Reference
. Woodland and
Hagg's Wood BHS Scrub SD675320
Ramsgreave Wood | BHS i g SD675320
crub
Selected for

grassland. Two
pasture fields either
side of Zechariah SD&65321
Brook containing a
rich abundance of
grassland flora.

Wood House Farm
Fields BHS

Selected for
grassland and
bryophytes.
Pleckgate Rough BHS Contains an area of | SD676303
acid grassland with
rich ground flora
and mosses.
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3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.

3.12

Habitats and Flora

There are records of the protected plant species bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scrypta)
within 2km of the proposed development. There are records of a number of invasive
plant species within 1km of the proposed development, including Himalayan balsam
{(Impatiens glandulifera), Japanese knotweed (Falfopia japonica) and rhododendron
(Rhododendron ponticum).

Fauna

Records were provided by LeRN within 1km of the site boundary including mammais,
birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish and invertebrates.

Particular attention was paid during the desk-based study to establishing whether any
European protected species (EPS) were likely to be present at the site. These are
protected by the Conservation {Natural Habitats &c.) Reguiations 1994. Data
provided included records of bat activity within 2km of the site by the species brown
long-eared bat Plecotus auritus, common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano
pipistrelie Pipistrellus pygmaeus, noctule bat Nyctalus noctula and unidentified
myotis species. The nearest recorded bat roosts were approximately 1.6km south of
the proposed development.

In addition to the bat species listed above, records were also provided for the EPS
European otter Lufra lutra. No other records of European or nationally protected
species within 2km of the Site were provided.

Data provided within 2km of the Site boundary also included records of a range of
S41 species of principal Importance (NERC, 2006), including a number of moth
species (buff ermine Spilosora luteum, dot moth Melanchra persicariae, ghost moth
Hepialus humuii, knot grass Acronicta rumicis, powdered quaker Orthosia gracifis,
small pheonix Ecliptopera silaceata and white ermine Spifosoma lubricipeda). Two
S41 mammal species (brown hare Lepus europasus and hedgehog Erinaceus
europaeus), two S41 fish species (European eel Anguilla anguilla and brown trout
Salmo trutta) and the S41 and red listed bird species house sparrow Passer
domesticus have also been recorded.

Other records provided of Birds of Conservation Concern within 2km included black-
headed gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus, grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea,
oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus, kestrel Falco tinnunculus and starling Sturnus
vulgaris.

Habitats and Flora

The habitats and other features of interest within the Site are shown in the Phase 1
Habitat Map at Drawing G6051.001. A brief description of habitats and other notable
features identified by Target Notes (TN) is provided at Appendix B.

No protected or invasive plant species were identified on or immediately adjacent to
the Development Site.

6051.002 Page 7 Novarmber 2016
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3.13  The following habitais are found within or immediately adjacent the Development
Site:

Amenity grassiand;
Modified neutral grassland;
Semi-improved grassland;
Marshy grassland;
Running water;

Hedgerow; and

Scattered trees

Amenity grassland

3.14  The sports pitches within the site consist of short mown amenity grassland with a low
plant species diversity (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Sports pitch within site consisting of shorf mown amenity grassiland.

6051.002 Page 8 November 2016
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Modified neutral grassland’®;

3.15 The land surrounding the sports pitches within the Site consists of re-graded
grassland which now slopes upwards to the north (see Figure 3). This land was likely
to have previously been semi-improved grassland similar to the surrounding land and
supports a very similar plant species composition to the surrounding land. As this
iand is no longer under agricultural management, and due to the re-grading works
carried out since, this habitat is now classed as modified neutral grassland.

3.16  The northern edge of the field contains a sloped grass bank, approximately 3m in
height, with a hedgerow at the top (see Figure 4).

Figure 3. Modified neutral grassfand within the south of the site. The temporary lighting can be seen in
the background.

' The neutral grassland categories detailed within the Phase 1 Habitat Survey Handbook are concentrated on
grassiand associated with rural situations (pastures ana meadows), as such it was agreed with JNCC in 2005 (P. Gateley, pers.
comm.) that neutral grassiand habitats that don't easily fit within these categaries. usually within urban or industrial areas, can
be referred to as modified neutral grassland — ‘Modified neutral grassland is not derived from agricultural grassland and the
terms semi~mproved and improved do not apply. Some modified neutral grassiand may be species-rich but many swards are
dense. coarse and species-poar. Modified neutral grassland naturally regenerates on disturbed ground and is unmanaged. It
most commonly ocours in urban areas and on post-industrial land'.

8051.002 Page @ November 2016
Version 0.1



Blackburn RUFC
Blackburn =
Ecofogical Assassment =

Figure 4. Modified neutral grassiand on re-graded slope at north of site, with hedgerow boundary
visible.

Semi-improved grassland

3.17 The fields surrounding the Site (apart from that containing the additional rugby
pitches) consists of species-poor semi-improved grassland. This land is grazed by a
mixture of cattle and sheep and the fields to the north and east slope gently upwards
to the north, whereas the field to the south slopes up towards the A6119 (see Figure
5). Each of the fields are fairly damp and each contains a small amount of cover by
rush species (hard rush Juncus inflexus and soft rush Juncus effusus).

6051.002 Page 10 November 2016
Version (.1



Blackburn RUFC
Blackburn
Ecological Assessment

Figure 5. Grazed, semi-improved grassland to the south east of the site.

Marshv grassland

3.18 There is a strip of marshy grassland along the top of the southern bank of the brook
to the south. This grassiand is dominated by hard rush and soft rush and also contains
abundant creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera.

Running water

3.19  The brook to the south of the Site is shallow and contains gently sioping shallow
banks {see Figure 6).

6051.002 Page 11 Novamber 257
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Figure 6. Brook to south of sile.

Hedgerow

3.20 A 3m tall, defunct, hawthorn Crafaegus monogyna hedge borders the north field
boundary of the Site. A hawthorn dominated species poor hedge is also present to
the east of the Site. The west of the Site is bordered by a wire fence.

Scattered broad-leaved trees

3.21 A single mature English oak tree (Quercus robur) is present within the centre of the
field to the north of the Site. This tree is approximately 85m from the site boundary.
This tree contains a hollow trunk (see Figure 7).

6051.002 Page 12 November 20186
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Figure 7. Mature, hollow oak tree within field to north of site, located approximately 85m from site
boundary.

Fauna
Bats

3.22 40 records of bats were provided by LeRN within 2km of the Site including brown
long-eared bat, common pipistrelle, noctule bat and soprano pipistrelle.

3.23 There is no potential bat roosting habitat within the Site. The nearest potential
roosting habitat to the Site is provided by the hollow, mature oak tree, located
approximately 85m north of the site.

324  The hedgerows to the north and east of the Site contain some limited potential
foraging habitat for bats.

Otter
3.25  There is a single record of otter within 2km of the Site provided by LeRN.
6051.002 Page 13 Navamuper 2Cg
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3.26  The thin, shailow brook iocated along the southern boundary of the Site provides

3.27

3.28

3.29

3.30

3.31

3.32

3.33

some very limited foraging habitat for ofter. There is no potential resting places for
otter along the section of the brook within 50m of the site, due to the low vegetation
present, and the regular disturbance from both the public footpath and the rugby
ground.

Other mammal species

There are no records of badger or water vole within 2km of the Site provided by LeRN.
No evidence of either of these species were observed during the walkover survey
and it is highly unlikely that these species are present at or near the site.

Amphibians and Reptiles

There are no records of amphibians or reptiles within 2km of the Site provided by
LeRN. It is highly unlikely that the Site would support any protected amphibian or
reptile species.

Birds

LeRN provided records of five Birds of Conservation Concern species within 2km of
the Site: Black-headed gull, grey wagtail, oystercatcher, kestrel and starfing.

During the walkover survey, groups of gulls were recorded to use the rugby pitches
to the south of the site, including 48 black-headed gull, 20 common gull and a single
lesser black-backed gull. Only two black-headed gulls, and a single lesser black-
backed and black-headed gull were recorded in the site area. Very few other birds
were present, including two magpies and a pied wagtail.

The Site and immediately adjacent land is unlikely to be used by large numbers of
wintering waders and wildfowl, due to the current disturbance by the road, houses
and (floodlit) rugby pitches to the south, the grazing of the surrounding fields and the
tall hedgerows that limit sightlines. it is possible that the fields could occasionally be
used by small numbers of waders such as curlew, lapwing, oystercatcher and snipe,
although no evidence of this was observed and only records of oystercatcher were
provided for the surrounding area by LeRN.

invertebrates

There are three records of 841 invertebrates from LeRN within 2km of the Site
including a number of moth species.

No area of the Site represents significant invertebrate habitat. The most valuable
habitats for invertebrates on the Site are likely to be the hedgerows at the field
boundaries.

6051.002 Page 14 November 2016
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4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Conclusions

Proposal

The proposals are for eight lighting poles to be erected surrounding the existing rugby
pitches within the Site to provide floodlighting during matches played during the
evening. The same floodlighting is currently present around the existing rugby pitch
to the south of the Site.

Designated Sites

There are no statutorily designated sites within 2km of the Site. There are four local
wildlife sites within 2km of the Site, the nearest of which is Pleckgate Rough BHS,
located 200m south of the Site on the far side of the A6119. The BHS contains an
area of acid grassland containing a rich diversity of ground flora, including a range of
sedge species and moss species. As the BHS is selected for its vegetation
community, the proposed lighting will have no impact on this BHS or any other
designated site.

Fauna
Bats

The only potential roosting habitat near to the proposed lighting is a hollow mature
oak free, located approximately 85m north of the site in the centre of a grazed field.
This tree will not be directly affected, however it is possible that if there was light spill
onto this tree, that this potential roost could be effected. However, the tree is more
than 85m from the nearest proposed lighting pole location, the lights would point away
from the field, and a 3m bank, topped with a 3m hedge separates the proposed
lighting from the fieid containing this tree. In addition the field containing the tree
slopes upwards from the proposed site, further reducing potential for light spill to
reach the tree. It is considered highly unlikely therefore that any bat roosts would be
effected by the proposed lighting proposals.

The hedgerows to the north and east of the site and the brook to the south have some
limited potential to provide foraging habitat for bats. However, the brook is already
ikely to be affected by light spill from the pitches, buildings and main road to the
south. The existing pitches are also currently lit by temporary lighting rigs. As the
proposed lighting will point away from these features and due to their likely iow value
for bats, it is highly unlikely that any bats wculd be negatively affected by the
proposed lighting works.

Birds

Floodlighting has the potential to affect any birds using either the site or adjacent land
for feeding or roosting during the evening through either light disturbance, or by
noise/visual disturbance from people using the pitches.

6051.002 Page 15 MNovember 2018
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4.6

4.7

4.8

There is some limited potential for the Site and surrounding land to be used by small
numbers of wintering waders, such as lapwing, curlew, oystercatcher and snipe,
however this is considered unlikely due to the existing disturbance from people and
livestock as well as limited sightlines. Bird usage of the Site was very low during the
October visit, and no evidence of any wader species were recorded in the site or
surrounding area.

it is therefore highly unlikely that significant numbers of birds use the Site or
surrounding land for roosting or feeding and if any birds did use this land, they would
already be habituated to light/visual/noise disturbance due to the presence of the
existing floodlit pitches to the south. It is therefore highly uniikely that the proposed
development would result on any impacts on birds.

Other protected species

Due to the habitats present and the nature of the proposed works it is highly unlikely
that any other protected species or species of conservation concern would be
effected by the proposed development.

6051.002 Page 16 November 2016
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5.0 Recommendations

5.1

5.2

53

54

Bats

It is recommended that all lighting is angled away from the hedgerow field boundaries
to minimise light spill onto these features.

Habitat enhancements, such as gap planting of the adjacent hedgerows, could be
carried to increase the value of the Site and surrounding area for bats. This would
maintain and increase the value of the foraging habitat within and near the site for
local bat populations.

Birds

If it is necessary to clear any vegetation during the breeding bird season (March to
August incfusive) in order to instail the lighting, a nesting bird check by a suitability
qualified ecologist will be required no more than 24 hours prior to any clearance
works. If active nests are identified, works must cease in that area and an appropriate
buffer zone established around the nest until the young have fledged. This will
require monitoring by an ecologist who will advise when works within the buffer zone
can proceed.

Although it is considered unlikely that the Site and surrounding land is used by
significant numbers of wintering birds, it is recommended that three survey visits
throughout the winter are undertaken in order to provide further confidence that this
is the case. These three visits should be evenly distributed throughout the winter
period {October to March).
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Desk Based Ecology Assessment
Blackburn RUFC,
Floodlight Installation

Approximate Central Grid Reference: SD 67481 30612

Contents
¢ Site location plan
e Extract from local plan
o Extracts of relevant planning policies
¢ Local site designations
« Wildlife site citations
e Local species records
* National site designations

e Habitat inventory records

For information provided by Lancashire Environment Record Network:
Information provided by Lancashire Environment Record Network has been collated from

many sources. LERN is grateful for the assistance given by the organizations and individual
naturalists who live and work in, and visit Lancashire.
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Extract of Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan (adopted
2015) and supporting key

The whole of the Blackburn Rugby Club falls within the Blackburn and Darwen District (Lancashire)
boundary except for the field within which the floodlights are to be erected, which is over the border in
the Lancashire district of the Ribble Valley District. However the maps provided by Ribble Valley
District Council are very general and unclear, and there appears to be no viewable proposals map or
policies covering this field within Lancashire’s Planning documents. Therefore | have included both
documents: Blackburn and Darwen’s map and policies; followed by those from the Ribble Valley

District Council.

Site Central Grid
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Extracts of relevant planning policies and supplementary

planning guidance
BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN LOCAL PLAN PART 2
SITE ALLOCATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT POLICIES
(December 2015)
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suscrns (5005 oF Sty apeions for dhe ovwedemant 37 the Serface wraRer ot Hhrle.

@1 Wlrasiuetnre

5. Developrasat rwolving ihe partol o complete s of  iand ifentified 45 Green
Infrastosctre of the Mdopred Potcies Map. o any weldeniiiied areac of open apae
inviuding phoving Sialds: and any development sdbich othenvise has the potential 1w
sl i the severansce of grean infrastrawiure cooeections, willl not be permiied wwlags

i The devalapwent can be coummeodeled without the foss of the fncien oF e
DN FEaTe;
i} T it cvee Do e o oF wenmgeressied 150 ihrowgh The direct presision of

e o imprased grees mfresamasioes: vivewiere, s teougd the: presision of 2
fimsamcind commrbetion w0 prakle This T w0 aF

[111] Towe: weed For or beneiies aoiding from the desclprment demunstrably omnveigh
e hormn coused. and ghe basm bas teen mitigoed e commensaid o so Sy as
i reasonalis.

£, Development iely 1o damage or destrry Tabitas of hak species of mizeaaiional o
raticsal Waportanss will #ot be permitted,
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¥, Developavent likety to damage or dkstroy hebitats oo species of arincipal npoctanie,
Bivlepitst Hertage Sites, or habitsts o1 speaies listed in the Laacashive Bigdiversiny
Action Plan will wet be perritted wnless the hanw caused i3 signifcantly awd
demonsivaldly cutweighed by other planuing conmderations sml sn apgropriase
mitigation stretegy can be secured.

#. Development likely 10 demage or desivoy halgtats or species 2F bpesl hnportance wHl
not be permitted unless the hanin ceaused B ounweighed By ather  planning
consilerations s Mn Sepopring: mitgation srategy can Be securead.

. Develngrnent that woold resuli in the further fragmentation of. o moogwsmises the
funetion of, Blackbura wid Daiwen's colgicel nenamnik will not e permmiried urdess:

i The anm ceused i3 signiiicantly snd demowsimily owsepighesd by other planming
soeglerstions; s

B A0 approgrige iniigaticar sheatedy com e seouned.
WHISY rESOunes

10, Developonent which would have an anatceptable effect oa the quality or vield oF
grouniduster o surfope water (esarces wilk not be permitied,

Mgy

1), Developesent will be expected & Droporate exvding trees info iie desipn snd dayour
of the scheve, Where it appears By o proposed developmerst will ressit i whe loss oF
o lhgnne 1o trees of significant amenity, nature conservatkion or inrinsi: value tncludieg
vereran ees and woodinnd). the Coumell will consider malking a Tree Precetvation
Orrder 80 ensere thas doe considerstion is Tiven v the bnportanes oF the twees i die
phamming prosess.

12, Develomment and plaiing sceemes mast be designed so os 00 svold ile poteniid for
fture egnilhet Derwesn baddings sl rees.

13. Where fewsippwnent s proposed i ol resty in the loss of protected imees,
plamning peraeissies il only be granted wheie:

i the removal 9f one or unore weet would be in the interesrs of good arborboulimrel
practive; or

ii. the desicability of vhe proposed developnoni suiweighs the amenivy wnd § or
matwre eiiseveting valne of the trees.

4. I vhe resnovel of one oF Midre Tees i permitted 53 peit of & developnent, » ooediiiza
wrill regyrine et Bin eqpTvaIET TOmBERI OF IRGre v trees are pllamted siien o o Res
o wike, wiless a clear jusitcation is provided for it doing so.

Enwirgnmiental enhancements

15, Developrient should explove opporomiies so provide snbwncemvees b rslimisa o ihe
isspes descrited in 2 12 14 abowe,
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Policy 38. Green Infrastructure on the Adopled Policies Map

Thie Adaopied Palicias tep eaiifes e bey wlemenes of Blockdern with Dereen’s Sireen
Inirasmciure,  The Counal’s wwerall olifeciive i sedadon o Sreen lpfasitaors &
el @ M aaanedvesd ok T PR SEases.

‘U'l

Policy 40. Integrafing Green Infrastructlure and Ecologial Metworks with Mew
Development

Sy ircumnstanees penmin, ol desokpmnent must be destoned w0 male o positire
civmanibsaiiioe 19 Blacklnen with Daswen's green inftastuctre shaowiin

il heachazsicin of psli-uicsion [andsraped penlic open space n e dereopireni;
iy Reteption ard snfsecement o crsiege soskogival amd bendsanpe Testiores on
il wEres

i} INCOrpoRIREan OF franres e Bedl fabelc Shat support ot enkanee Rey W

SpErEes)
i} Prenshdivan £y anifve Sraved oo frad o binyoie;
W) sl aued Smativersl commension:s i neighiee ing sives; amd
wily Thie creation OF new aveas of trees swd woodiamd.

Al pet reshientist deveitpnent will contribupe To the provivies of kish guality span
s for ies veshbents, el sl provision: 58 pukly: open speee on site o, wies
patie approntiete, thiengh fnardal conteibudons sowsnds laprocing Qe wpealivy and /
w arcessildity of nesmby existing spares. The Counsil will work with deveingers &
determming the mast approprate means of prowiling apen spare f residesis, Tuiog
vegerdl 1 The mwost up to date assestment oF open Wpane TRqUETERNAINS o prsisite
Argoes Blsckbor with Derasw. 15 will sdopt 5 desizn-bed approsddi 5 platming for new
EpEn space widsn a developirert, oving regard 10 the lovetice snd tharacter of dhe
aERRIROTEN roprsed.

Blackusn with Darsen’s givers and water boddes, ieciwding the leeds and Livermsl
Camsl, are iOpOrient CopdiEnts oF green infrastuctore.  Developricar sewgsile
AR Toisrses of Dowdias shouls wiberewer possihle make sottve nse of the weter thsugh
e layout so! orientation of development sud the integrstion of the waler awg s
crirens o the devebopment's public space.  In sddion §t dhowld enfianee e
wATerside savitonment S honst e green istrasmartars faacion of e st oosrse
ar oy, Development fose 1o e courses of hodies shawil aot sewer reoreaical
Fortes, prejedice recreativnal uses, reduce watey quabity, dsidsh e scologivsl welmy
of e vowver oy of sevinees, micvease Bood vdsl or Interfers witi calverts oo dreinage.

Fumeaioning eovkgionl networks ars pricory cMaionents of greon infrivsrasird el
st wai be coacpeoenised.  Develtpamens should newinbeie 3 the TEEIOT AT,
apfwncenment ane sompecion oF oxiur bebivets trnagh the prevision of AppoInaiE
ETERR ITRasT D,

A3 detopiment that ingudes on slemens of green spacy will ke requitvmd o seears dhe
APEEE TS i enance oF the spase i (he leng .
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Extract of Ribble Valley Core Strategy (Adopted December
2014) and supporting key

The site is located just to the right of number 10 on the south western border of the
district.

. e o TV T

L R
g W
L
TEGORES S LOCATIONS P
o L L# - i W) .
Prinyipgd fuvhummsy Wor 1¥leos Stvmomst I e .
s thae 210 wrtaswiie o = - — AL
e b T et g - Cw— SETHENE o
L] i Mereror by P i - o e
W [y i —— -
Ty ¢ Willage Seftiaonont I Codbersioved i T ——
o BEREE Vantonas f . Owpers L ==l @ sasaws L TErrr
CITR A e — . Py O . o
T o = ok L RPN
-
S, S Ousey finiee — —
TR W e T
' i - Habiam - [ AL CRITER
M p—y I N
" o) ] S BT
L [ — L] Ouinpadbe: =
e . oy S A T
I S ATFosbadi DOVNORITY

Core Strategy Adoption version
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Extracts of relevant planning policies and supplementary
planning guidance taken from Ribble Valley Core Strategy
(Adopted December 2014)

5 ENVIRONMENT

5.1

KEY STATEMENT EM1: GREEN BELT

The overail extent of the green beit will be maintained to safeguard the
surrounding countryside from inappropriate encroachment. The development
of new bulidings will be limited to the purposes of agriculiurs, foresiry.
assential outdoor sport and recreation. cemateries and for other uses of and
which preserve the openness of the green belt and which do not conflict with
the purposes of the designation.

KEY STATEMENT ENd  BIODIVERSITY AND GEODWERSITY

The Comncl Wil seek wherever possible 0 conserve and anhance the aea's odiversily and geoiversdy and
arndl the fragmentadion and isolation of natmral Dabiiats and help destlan green oorndors.  Wiete Spprogats,
crass-Local Suthorty Dongwiary weoting wit tontnue 1o jake place io aciueve ths.

Mecaftve IMpActs o bigriversity ihvowgh gevelopment roposals showid De oncided. Diegelopment prCooseis hat
adversety affect 2 site of recogrused envicnmental of Soologral Importance wil anly be peraled where 2
gensinper Lan demonsinaée that the negatve effects of @ propused develodmeeni can be miligated, o as a tast
wesor, compens®ed for i will be the devefopers msponahiily to wlenily snd agree an Jcreplabie schefe.
JCCOMPAMES Ly SppITpRiate SUNMEY ARoNTEton, Gelore am apehicaton & detennred  There shioubl, s o pioie
b & nef enbisnceent OF Modeisty

These sles are a5 follows
o Shesof Specal Soenific Hisrest (5538
@ Local Nawre Resenses (LNRS)
= LocH Bielogcal Herilage sies (CHHS)
o Speoal Aveas of Cooservaton (SACS] and Specel Pretaclion Areas (SPAs)
» Loy Gesdiversity Henlage Sites
»  Ancert Woodkands
s  Lanashre Sodieersiy Aviion B sy RADEXES NG GRanes
® Sz Dirscibe on Siviected Species and Faials - Sanese: § Habitats ant Arnexe il Speces
w  Plabias anct Speoes of Pobcyed gz b Ehglend
Yty repect i sies deesignaed teouwh Emvbean egskbon te Aufeoty will be el by Te prowsins U e
reewnn Hiabtais Dieciives s FESp G0,

Frr ilwsesims i ane 1ol stiiony deskpred el compevisaion o e manmgsd Tuough 2 medhiares Such
s ORISRy offteiiniey v, DONNEER Caiig
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“Q - Lancashire County Heritage Sites &ime rwe =

© Lamzasare Copry Coumci
P WNETE Trn i LanIsaE

Biological Heritage Site R

Tz fowm gy COMRE pendages and comizardel brmadion, Peruseion o be abisdngd om Lamcestine Coundy Doomed snd the iGaWe
st B Lamosshice daltre rapmduping or ivuiping incmation coniemed o Bis famm o any pery mof direcky in recejs: of e foem fiose e
okt P

Site Name: Haggs's Yiood
Site Ref:  §3ISEL4 Approvad:
Area fhal: 0.2 Date written'last updated:

Grid Ref: SLE75I20 CuverfDooupier

Districts: Parishes:
Ribble "/ ailsy Ramagreave

DS Cription:
To be tommisied.

Guidelinels) for Site Szlectioi
‘Wosdiand gnd Serug D2

Other Informatich'C omments:
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-r Lancashire County Heritage Sites Ieoge v s

Biological Heritage Site st gz

Thiz fpam miy cOMBIN priviapes ny Lonfiiendal réomalon. Peicsion stwt be obiahed Fom Lamsashts Dourty Coumed and Ghe 15TI300
Tremd for Lancesice befvs rapanducing of Givuiging iniyation conained om this foam fo ey pety not srectly i resejos of e foms fows £he
oyt dolders.

Siie Name: Ramsgreave Wood

§itza Ref:  B38EDS Approved:
Arga fhap X4 Date witiendast updaied:
Grid Ref: 3DE7D3Z0 Crwmendccupiern
Ciswricts: Parishes:

Riblls Valey Rynzorasys

Descriptiomn:

T = somlzie

Guidelinels) Tor 8ie Seleciion:
Winoiang snd Serub Sy

Other informationiC ommenis:
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Belngiay “eTzge Bitay
Fermasio:

Thiis o oy conMT priviaged and confiZentsl ivormoion  Permdgsion must be obisined fom Lanceokie Couply Toumolamd ise WA
Trus 2 Lamoashire before repyrdueig o divdg@ng oiormadon sonssined om S fome (D 87 SRty 501 sireas)y i recelnt of e fome o e
COpYDiR RoioRrE.

Site Name: Wood House Farm Fizlds

$ite Refr  G3SEOG Approved: 01 Movzmbar 1958
Arzahal; 28 Date writiendast updaied: D9 Kovember 1388
Grid Ref: 3DEESATI CramgriOctupier: Privaie

Diswicts: Parishes:

Rinive Yajey Ristior

Descriplisn:

The pite compress teo sdacen Talde mansged A paciure siwsied on sither side of Zechanah Brook
2ppeorinmaiely Hew mori-2zst of Welor. Sodn fizide puppont speciss-ieh Pewrsl pageEnd.

The rariew fiesd {20 8332220 oretaing shomdant commam and, rad fosoue, swset vesnal-gross, Yorkeiies-tog
ont tresied 0oo's =R, with coomeonzl meadow fouisll, halry sedge and fizhd wood-rush. Herbs present

‘neiude cat's-ear, great burnat snd piyvul. More 2oid areps have abundad heath grazs. etomy, nesd
nedeirsey havdoveed and devfe-bi scabious.

Thve sbutiven sk (3D §34324) has & unenven topograniy 3N supeorts dhandom Torkstira-Soy and comcnon ban
wifh treguent swest vainal-grase, meatow foxiall ant cresies dogs-tail Alpn present are frequenmt pigrul,

skt @iartaln, Lo CoTel sl treeping buliercup ooy Treguend hesth grass, inds-foot-refoil,

etony, heaih bedsinge any devile-bit seaivous, and JCoaoNal SO LN KNEDWEST, SNEETEWOT. Los2ar,

fiedd wood-iueh and ivwenid. TF rerg oLeunvence & slender St John s-eri, mouse-sar Rawkyesy qreagsT
Fums-sadirage and seifei

Saueralsmall fushes pre gresant aratingded by joindet rugh: with Wwied hei~grase, orasier
T e~ fra-teRAn it ang Tnarsh rewort.

Guildefineis) for Site Seigciion:
Frzsslmng (=3

Oiher iINFormaton: Comiments:
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R

- Lancashire County Heritage Sites 2w s s

& lanashie Loameit
a“l‘Wm

Eiological Heritage Site P Egans

Thiz oo voay COREEN 2riCaged ana eanfigemial mferalion. Ferisgion mugt bs alisres Fom Lanasshre Souny Coumad ang ihe Vs
rrm%mmmmmw&mmmWmmm-mbmymmmeﬁymwwmhmmm
Seighe Boiders.

Shte Name: Fleckgaie Rough

Site Ref:  S3EE11 Approved: 01 Cotocher 2008
Aren imak  OF Daite writienlast updated: 31 May 2005
Grid Ref:  SDGE7E203 Coamern' O cupier:  Fublic
Distrizts: Parisings:

Blackbunn wilt Dersen Blatkium

Description:
The ite comprises an 2r20 of BCIE grassiand an the edge of pmang Felds i ihe 2ol of Ramsgreaye Drive,
i Twe Pleckgste sree o7 Elackibum.

The i prazeland supnons Shespe fascue, ietpioss, Hesin Woot-ush, Heslh Ruzh, Tomeentl, Common

Sedge, Sheep's Sowel ant lotaily Sweel VYernal-grass, Red Festue, Vonkehire-for, Sofi-rush sng Common

Soerel  Other epeties include Coramon Cafs-par . Greaver Birdz-fooi-trafny Snesrewor, Leszer Spaaran,
Camadion Sedge and Comimen Telow-zetge. A fow sooftered planis of Feadhes slas pogur,

Tne maecees or the siie ore of parfioyler imewsy he sie g e O Qb & e kacaum localites i

Lencachire for Comgest Sog-mors. Oiher mises ooourdng inciude, Coe-hom Bag-rmoge, Bog Swova-moss, Comma
Higinag snd Sorngy Tud-moss.

O the bank sbave the road ang sdizsent (o bowses i3 12er grassiand with Cammso Krapsreed. Yeliow ins,
Tuitzd Hale-prass and & Bw garden estapes.

Guideline{s) fov Site Selection:
Siesedznd )

Bryephpes {Brd}

Criher mformstion/C omments:
Lowiang Acid Grassland is & Prorty Habiiet it the UK, Bivdiversiy Lalizn Plan,
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Blackburn RUFC, Floodlight Installation

Desk Based Ecology Appendix
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Target Notes Report

BLACKBRN
Target Note BLACKBRNTO001

Pitch currently floodlit with 8 lights on poles. Pitch consists of amenity grassiand. A grass bank is present
on the south and east side.

Target Note BLACKBRNTO002

Semi-improved grassiand field on east side of tarmac track from rugby pitch. Contains approx. 20% rush.
A few trees are present along the northern boundary.

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Juncus effusus Soft Rush

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Urtica dioica . Nettle

Target Note BLACKBRNTO003

Cattle grazed pasture -species-poor semi-improved grassland. Some sheep also preseni. Rush cover =
<5%.

Defunct hedge along northern boundary. Vegetated flowing watercourse along south boundary of field,
filled with nettle at this section and some scattered hawthorn bushes present.

Target Note BLACKBRNT004

Rugby pitch containing amenity grassland. This pitch is not floodlit. Houses present on top of steep pank
to south.

Target Note BLACKBRNTO005

Two rugby pitches for proposed floodlighting. Two amenity grassland pitches present, with 20-30m wide
species poor modified neutral grass strip to south, east and west. Temporary flood lights present.

Grassy bank at north of field, approx 2-3m high, with defunct species poor, hawthorn dominated defunct
hedge at top (approx. 3m high}.

Target Note BLACKBRNT006

Cattle grazed species poor semi-improved grassland. Fieid slopes up towards main road (A6119) at
southern end. Some large patches of rush present at southern end. Rush also present along brook at
northern boundary.

Target Note BLACKBRNT007

Species-poor cattle grazed semi-improved grassland to the north of the site with 5% rush cover.
Large mature English oak tree in centre with hollow trunk.
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