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Executive Summary

Bagshaw Ecology Lid have been requested by Bramley-Pate & Partners, on behalf of Andrew Darelan,
to carry out a Bat Activity Survey and Water Vole Survey at the site of the former Punch Bowd Inn,
Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Ciitheroe B&7 9GP, in relfation to zn application for planning. The
development proposals are to construct i5 heliday lets on the site, necessitating removal of the
existing building. This report follows a previous report produced by Pennine Ecological in 2015, which
fdentified the requirement for further surveys.
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& seoping survey found no signe of bets within the building. Feature cukalle for raceting £ats were
idenrified on the exterior of the bullding. The following presence/eheence curveys identified 2t lzpcr
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ot the exterior of the building. Bats were also observed comimuting
particuler adfacent to a linear group of Levland cypress Cupressus e

+

zno toreging on the site, in
tandii agjacent io the zast

i

Biue tits Cyanistes caeruleus were ohserved nesting in an ashtray attached to the north aspect of the
bullding. Other common bird species were ohserved on the sife.

Two transects of the stream found no sighs indicative of water voies. The stream was found o he
shaliow and fast moving, providing suboptimal habitat,

As there ic 2 confirmed bat roast within the site, 5 Natural England European protected Species Licenee
will be required prior to the commencement of works. Further works to ensure avoidance of ecological
impact, and further mitigation may be required as part of the licence application.

itis recommended that the Leyland cypress trees to the east of the site are retained. If for any reasan
these trees are removed, this shouid be mitigated by further tree planting.

Trees with ivy Hedera helix cover adjacent to the stream were determined to have low botential for
roosting bats. If any of these are to be removed, works shouid be carried out under the supervision of
a licensed bat consultant.

It is recommended that no works affecting the bird nest is undertaken during bird nesting season {1
March — 31% August), unless it has been verified that the nest is no longer occupied. Similarly, no trees
should be removed during the season, unless it has been confirmed that birds are not present.

As it is not anticipated that water voles are present in the stream, and as the proposed development
is over Sm from the stream bank, there are no further recommendations in regard to this species.

it is recommended that the ecological value of the site is enhanced through the incorporation of bat
and bird boxes into the proposed development.




1. Imtroduetion

Background

1.1. Bagshzw Ecology Ltd have been reguested by Bramley-Pate and Partners, on behalf of Andrew
Bonelan, to carry out a Bat and Water Vole Survey of the lznd at the former Punch Eowl tn,

Longridge Road, Hurst Green, Clitheros BR7 80P, hereafter referred to as %he e’

1.0 The purposs of the repart e te Idertify the hebiet fypes on tre site, slong with the nresence
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Site Details
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: The shte o loceted at grid reference S0 87396 378€3, anc is acsesse

Road {B6243), approximately 500rm west of Murst Green,

14. The site consists of the building of the former Purch Bow! Inn, 2nd an arez of grassland. The site
is bordered by Longridge Road to the north, by zgricuitural lend to the east and south, and vy
Baiiey Brooi to the west,

Figure 1. Aeriai imagery of site and surrounding area (Googlz Earth Pro, 2017)

Development Proposals

1.5. The development proposals are to demolish the existing building on the site, and to construct
15 holiday cottages, along with their associated parking spaces and amenity areas,




1.6. A previous report was produced by Pennine Ecological in November 2015 (Leatham, 2015).
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During the site survey it was not possible to access the interior of the building. However, due to
the presence of exterior features with the potential for roosting bats, the buildings were
identified as having mederate-high bat roost potential, A further two bat activity SUrveys wers
recommended. Trees with vy Hedero helix cover on the site were also identified 25 having low
bat rocst potential,
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2.3,

Legisfation anéd Pollcy

Water voles and all species of British bat are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, extended by the Rights of Way Act (2000}, making it 2n offence to deliherately or
recklessly:

¢ injure, K or capture a bat or water vole.
intentionztly or recklessly destroy a bat roost or placa of shefter for water voles {regerdless
fwhether the species concerned is present or notl

e Possess of comire! snw live or dead SDECEW‘E*‘H of g bzt or witer vole,

custiuct cecess Lo ey struchiure of place vsed for profecting. v & bet or water

ke 4
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¢ Sell, barter or exchange = bat or wezer vcle,
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All bzt species zre sforded od;‘-«teanai protection unaer Schedule H of the Consarvation of

o
rauitets and Specles Regulations 2020, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Reguiations
makes it an offence 4o ki!¥, capture or da mage 2 bat, or to destray 2 hreeding site or resting
,P
e

glopmient which compromises the protection afiorded to bats under the
re 2 Eurceet Protected Speciss ticense from Netural Englanid.

p.ace of a bat, Aﬁ
regulations will

Ali birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1881 {as amended) when nesting.
Some bird species, including barm ow! Tyie olbe are sforced additional protection under
Schedule 1 of the Act.
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3. Methods
Bat Survey
%L, The initial bat scoping survey wes carried out on 16 May 2017. The survey was carrled out by
David Watts BSc (Hons) MCIEEM (Class License 2016-24731-CLS-CLS), an ecological consultant
cxperienced in carving oot bullding inspections for hats
5.2 The survey wre brred tnes “ecwcrmﬁr ac pragoribed by Cofling (2018, (hicheli-lonss 12004
ens hiitchell-iones 2l bicleleh (2004, This 'nvolved o inspection of the extericr zrnd Interie:
of the bulidinge, Any struciural faatures with potential for use by rossting
Fnd any rultsbie poopee ;-t'?re':‘s wiere (dentifieg, Any girect evigense of
marks, oil staing, droppings and feeding remazins were also identified,
2. Tzhing secount of the ciructuret festures of the kuildings, and the currsunding habitat, the
butidings were zssigned 2 lave! of roost suitehility Based upon professionzi judgerment (see table
il
Talble I Bt Bossting Folentialin Buildings
Roasting potential Criterie
Confirmed Presence resence confirmed by the suivey.
Bulldings that have many areas suitable for roosting with 2 large number of potentiai
Hich access points, These are normally in sheltered locations, subject to low variation in
& temperature, Buildings with good potential could be used for a whole range of roosts
including matermity roosts.
Miedium Buildings with 2 smaller number of areas suitable for roosting, but still supporting
ediu ) .
features that could be attractive to bats and potentially suppeort maternity roosts.
Buildings with limited roosting opportunities but which could be used on a sporadic
or occasional basis which are unsuitable for maternity roosts. Buildings that would
Low otherwise be medium to high potential but have reduced value due to other factors
such as exposed location, separation from nearby foraging, or presence of strong
lighting.
Negligible ' Buildings which appear unsuitable for rocsting bats due to a clear lack of roosting
spaces such as voids etc. and/or absence of suitable access points.
3.4. Following the initial scoping survey, three activity surveys were undertaken. These consisted of
two dusk emergence surveys and one dawn re-entry survey,
3.4. The surveys were undertaken by David Watts, Amy Reddick, Kath Smyki and Alexandra Kaley.

Surveyors were equipped with Bathox Duet bat detectors, and bat calls were recorded with
Anabat Express. The building was monitored for any signs of emerging or re-entering bats. Any
foraging and comimuting bats in the surrounding area were also recorded.




Table 2 Activity Survey Detalis

Sunset/surrise . Finish N
Date Surveyors _'{ Start time B} Weather canditions
tinte time
. Stari temperature 15°C
Cavid Watts, .. o
Kath Srvid Tinish temperature 12°C,
o ST Rathy Sy, . P o . L. ~ .
1G/ULA20LT ) 23:06 PIN 22:36 | Ciear ano dry. Cloud
fexandrs i e
I . ; g cover 205, Wing
i Lt : f Bezufort 2,
— i i i
! ] i P Sertiemperzfrre 1507
; ) H i ! [, ——
Lawvic Veats, | | i finish tenperature L3°C,
CRACE/2047 | Amy Reddick, 04:45 03:13 001 Clear and ary. Cloud
Elex laley cover 5%. Wind Beaufort
| 1.
1 Start temperature 13°,
David Watts, finish temperature 13°C,
| BPOEL2017 | Amy Reddick, | 25:35 PO2LEC ] 2308 ) Overcestend dry Cloud |
Kath Smyd cover 100%. Wind
Beaufort 1.
Birds
3.5. During the bat survey, the building was inspected for any signs of nesting birds, in particular
barn owl.
Water Voles

3.6. The water vole surveys were carried out in accordance with methods prescribed by Strachan et
al (2001) and Dean et af {2016). Surveys were undertaken on 4™ ivay 2017 and 7t June 2017.

3.7. Transects of the stream were undertaken by wading through the channel whilst inspecting the
banks on both sides for signs indicative of water voles. The stream running through the site, and
500m to the south of the site was inspected. The stream to the north of the site was culverted,
preventing a full inspection.
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Bats

4.1,

£.5.

4.6.

8.7.

4.8.

Resutts and Assessinent

The building consisted of & two-storey structure, with three sdiolning piiched roofs, with 3
hipped end to the east. The building has 2 two-storey zanex to the southeast, and a single-

storey annex to the couthwest, both with pitched rocf.

The ool of the axteriar of the bollding wes ir 2 noor state ot rep o, Wi

rocfeng ridge tHee, vhich wa

ﬁ’f

& SICLINE SUTVEY ¢

rtheast seciion ¢
we!‘ lit. There was serarat & rool void to the centre nort '1 of
Bath of thece were i poor congition, with bare rocftilers an

exterior of the bullding, The roof voids to the south of the building had cellapsed, and were
opnen 1o the ground fioor. No signs indicative of bats were igentified,

. which was open 1o the roo, and
che building znd to the northwest.

bul o rlf oo
nLmeleus Zapo eading

roliowing The so r:; W EURVRY, I wes concluned Tzt the holiging bee high novenvial for roosting
bats, znd a further thrss activily surveys were recommentec. Ne features were idenitified as

suitabie for roostmg bats within the mezzanine o the wets of the building, therefors further
surveys were only reguired for the north, east and south aspects.

The surveys recorded at least five common pipistrelies Pipistrefius pipistrelfus emerging from
and re-entering the roof of the building. These inciuded:

s Three commion pipistrelles emerging from separate lifted roof tiles on the south aspect
during the dusk emergence survey on 4™ May 2017,

« Two common pipistretles re-entering separate roof tiles on the south aspect on the dawn re-
entry survey on 1% June 2017,

@ One common pipistrelle re-entering gaps under the pub sign on the north aspect on the

dawn re-entry survey on 1 June 2017,

One common pipistrelie re-entering 2 lifted roof tile on the south aspect on the dawn re-

entry survey on 15 June 2017,

« One common pipistrelle emerging from a lifted roof tile on the north aspect on the dusk
emergence survey on 71 June 2017,

No more than one bat was observed going into any individual feature of the building during any
singie survey. it is therefore anticipated that the roosts are night roosts ot transitional roosts,
and there was na indication of a maternity roost being present.

Common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmoaeus were observed foraging
adjacent to the Leyland cypress Cupressus x leylandii to the east of the site during all three
surveys. Noctule Nyctalus noctula, Myotis spp. and brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus were
also observed foraging and commuting over the site.

Trees adjacent fo the stream with dense ivy cover are considerad to have low potential for
roosting bats.




£.8. A plan showing bat activity during surveys, and detailed survey sheets, can be viewed in the
appendices,

Birds

4.18. During the site surveys, blue tit Cyanistes ceeruleus were abserved nesting in an ashtray
gttached to the wali on the north aspect.
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cardiels, carvion Srow Corvus corane, rook € frugiegus, s
el hiotociie viba aht wren Tiogiouvies tropiocvies,
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£.12. The wetercourse was fast moving and 2pproximately 10mm deep, with occasional pocket

o 30mm ceen. Ro signs Indicetive of water voler were cheerved during either survey,

&
censidered thet the stream provides suboptimel habitat for water voles,

up




5.1.

e
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8.5.

5.6.

5.7.

5.8,

Conclusion arnd Recommerdaiions

There is 3 confirmed bat roost within the building, with at least five comimon pipistralle bats
roosting within different areas of the roof. It is anticipated thet these comprise dav or
transitional reosts, and there is no indication of a maternity roost being present.
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demaolition wor KS, ar

Traas with bev 2re consigered 1o heve fow potentia: Tor rows ting teks, |
trees is requlred, works should be carried cut under the supervision of z licensed t vorke
Any potential harm to bats can be negatad by either stripping the vy back to determine if any
potential rocst Teatures are revealed, or if this is no® possible, to fell the trees and leave them
VS TOF 24 [Gdrs PRGN L0 M OCessing,

CEmIovE
[H

ure suitable for comimuting

The Leviand cypress trees to the east of the site provide a linear feat
¥ removal of these trees is

and foraging hats, & is recommended that these are ratzined
required, further mitigation planting is recommended.

It is recommended that no works with the potential to affect the blue tit nest on the north
aspect of the building are undertaken during bird nesting season (1% March — 31% August),
unless it has been verified that all chicks have fledged and the nest is no fonger occupied.

No tree removals should he undertaken during bird nesting season, I this is not nogsible, 2
nesting bird check should be carried out within 48 hours prior to removal, and works should
only commence if it has been established that no nesting birds are present.

i is not anticipated that water voles are present within the stream to the west of the site.
Foliowing the previous report produced by Pennine Ecological, the development proposals have
been modified to ensure building are over 5m from the stream bank. Therefore, even if water
voles were present, there would be no foreseeable impact resulting from the development

proposals.

In accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework, it is recommended that the
ecological value of the site is improved through the incorporation of bat and bird boxes into the
development proposals. These should include:

* Six bat boxes of type Schwegler 1FN. These should be hung on trees on the site, at a
minimum height of 5m, and with clear flight paths to and frem the entrances.

¢ Two bird boxes of type Schwegler 1B, with 26mm entrances. These should be hung on trees
at a height of 1.5-3m

« Two bird hoxes of type Schwegler 1B, with 22mm entrances, These should be hung on trees
at = height of 1.5-3m
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Appendices

Eppendix 1: Photographs

Plate 1: South aspect
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Plate 4: East aspect
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Blate 5: West aspect

Plate 6: Blue tit nest on north aspect
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Plate 8: Roof void, west aspect




Plate 9: Roof void to centre-north

Plate 10: Stream
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Plgte 11:
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Stream, leading from south of site
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Plate 12:

Culvert to north of site



Pigte 13: Leviand cypress trees to east of site




Sppendis 2: Survey Sheets

Date: 16/058/2017 Surveyor: Kath Smyki (A}
Stz tme: 20:51 Firrich thme: 22:36
Fausber on pian | Time Smecies Coniments
3 2hes Bipirtreflus Emerped from near ridee ifles on
pipistrelius ceritre roof
| < AR Cidsiieius Erneiges from sestarn roofoles :
i shglctraiius ;
P 5 bl L Fintetrefiue Emerped Srom ridge e on Lenive |
pigistrelius roct
& !rzl 52 Sipistrefivs Foreging
| i pigictreflys
5 21:58 Fipistreilus Comimuting over building
pinictreliuc
- 22:01 ffugtic sn Pazs
= 22:02 kyoticsp Pags
- 22:34 Fipistrellus Pass
pipistrelius
4 22:067 Pipistrellus Foraging
pipistrellus
4 22:10 Pipistrellus Foraging
pipistrellus
4 22:15 Pipistrelius Faraging
oipistreflus
- 22:15 Plectotus auritus Heard not seen
Pate: 16/05/2017 Surveyor: David Watts (B)
Start time; 20:51 Finish time: 22:36
Number on plan | Time Species Commenis
& 21:42 Pipistrefius Commuting east to west alongside
pipictrellus hedgerow
3 21:46 Pipistrellus Flew south to north over building
pipistrellus
7 21:47-32:04 Pipistreflus Foraging over field to north until
pipistrelius 22:04
- 22:02 Nyctalus noctula Heard, no visual




Date: 16/05/2017 Surveyor: Alex Kaley (T)
Start time: 20:52 Flruish time: 2236
Hurnber on plan | Time Species Commerits
5 21:31 Fipistreffus Flew west (o east, before foraging
pipistrelius adjacent {o trees
£ Z1AT ~ 22155 Bipistreilus Eorzging zround Leyviend oypress
! Gimstiehys trees jor ramainder of curvey. leines
; by 2vieast one other bel ireim 2135 |
2 i Rvaric 53 Commuting north to south clongeide
; szst zopect of bullchg |
i T T [} s ke ® .
| Bate: | D1fOG/2017 | Geerveyor | Ay Reddick (41
Stari time: 3ilam Einisii timne: 501
fumber on plan | Thne Species Commettts
& 500 -ReRs Pipistreifus Foraging outside buiiding |
pipistrelius
10 3:56 Pipistrefius Commuting over building north to
pipistrellus sauth
9 3:58 Pipistrelius Foraging outside building
pipistrelius
10 4:00 Pipistrellus Commuting over building north to
pipistreflus south
11 4:02 Pipistreflus Two bats swarming over roof
pipistrelius
i1 4:03 - 4:10 Nyctalus noctula Faraging over building
1 4£:.09 Pipistrellus Entered central roof under tiles
pipistrelius
4 4:10 Pipistrelius Foraging in trees to the south of the
pipistrelius site
i F ; @ \ {-" %



Daie: 01/06/2017 Surveyor: Dzvid Watts (B}
Start thne: 311 am Firsish thme: 5:01
Nuember on plan | Time Species Comtments
7 3:57 Pipistrelfus Foraging adjacent to hedgs
pipistrelfus
iz 348 - 0402 Figistrelius Swerming arcund scuth of Bullding
Gipistrenis before entering gob under pus sign
in h £:00 Fisisireilys Cammuling cver buliding rarth o '
; pipizirelius sguth 1
13 S {ifkderraiits fSwesrraing around oot tiles, hefore
pipistrelius fiving to south
- &:06 Ructolus noctule Hieara, no visual
| 14 dizk Fipdsirerins Fiew fiom hoirth, Deloie enteriig
pipistrellus central roof tiles
- 4:32 Pipistreflus Heard, nc viseal
1 mirictralise
; ! nivictretie !
Date: 01/06/2017 Sutveysn Alex Kaley (C)
Start time: 3:11 am Finish time: 5:01
Rumber on plan | Time Species Comments
4 04:01-04:16 Pipistreifus Foraging adjacent to trees
pipistrafius
8 04:27 Pipistrelius Commuting north to south
pipistrellus
4 04:31 ~04:42 Pipistrelius Foraging adjacent to trees
pipistreilus
- 4:05 Nyctalus noctula Heard, no visual
Date: 07/06/2017 Surveyor: Amy Reddick (A)
Start time: 21:20 Finish time: 23:05
Numbar oi pian | Time Species Comments
1 21:53 Pipistrelius Emergence from eastern roof tiles
pivistreltus
- 22:01 Pipistrellus Heard not seen foraging
bipistrellus
- 22:06 Pipistrelius Pass
pipistreflus
- 22:11 Pipistreifus Fass
pipistreffus

1%



Date: 07/06/2017 Surveyor: Cath Smyld (B)

Start time: 21:20 Fleish time: 23:05

Number on plan | Tine Species Comments

- 22:35 Pipistreifus Faint heard not seen
pipistretlus

Leabes GTA0ESZ0LT Swrveyor: David Wette (O

Start thme: E 2120 ! Ferizh time: 2%:05

Wurm et o plen e Tpecies Commliatie

5i4 21:53-22:06 Pipistrelius Commuting Trom west to  cast,
plpictrefius bafors foraging adizcent to trees

| phtil 22:08

& 22:17 Pipistrellus Forzging adjacent to trees until end

pioistreflus of suryay
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