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Landscape design overview

The site has been split into two areas the first area comprises the North-East, North-West and 
South-East elevations. These areas designed to project a natural landscape in keeping with the 
surrounding area. These elevations are important from a planning perspective as changes here 
may be viewed from the approaching road. The second area comprises the South-West 
elevation. This area has been designed to provide a sense of arrival and give the house a 
setting that reflects the domestic use of the building. The property reflects modern 
architectural design which is enhanced by the design of the adjoining landscaping.

Landscape development to the North-East, North-West and South-East elevations reflect an 
improvement in both the number and diversity of native plant varieties that can be 
accommodated. The result of the development is the production of a scheme that improves 
the overall interest and visual impact of the site. New bodies of water reflect a very natural 
landscape whilst helping to manage the water on the site. New tree planting provides much 
needed shelter and breaks up the view of the site both inward and outward. These features are 
not unusual in the area. There are many field margins that have been planted using a similar 
style as part of woodland trust projects and agricultural projects to improve biodiversity of 
agricultural land. In this case they have been utilised to screen the contour changes required 
to accommodate the building.

There is also an inclusion of an area of grass that has been constructed using a reinforced 
lawn system. This allows for the passage of vehicles from the parking area to the rear 
entrance of the house. This has been designed for occasional use using a natural shape to the 
pathway that will blend in with the surrounding grassed landscape. 

Landscape development to the South-West elevation has followed the principal that this area 
is not viewed and is part of the residential area of the house. Hidden from view, landscaping 
in this area has been designed to give the house a setting and provide a usable outdoor space 
for entertaining and enjoying the property and the wider landscape that provides its 
spectacular setting.

The design of the house creates a private, sheltered sun trap ideal for outdoor dining and 
relaxing. This side of the property does not have the approach view issues of the other side, 
for this reason this is the side of the house chosen to have a usable garden area. Whilst the 
building has been designed to integrate into the landscape and disappear from view, the 
landscaping on this side needs to look like it belongs to a home. The wall to the boundary 
between the work unit and the residential unit has been designed to separate the two. On 
entering the garden there is a sense of arrival. The pathway to the front door is set within a 
grassed area flanked by a retaining wall that has a deep border in front of it. This is one of 
only four areas set aside for ornamental planting. This planting is both structural and in 
keeping with the rolling landscape. The retaining wall is a mix of dry stone walling with cut 
out sections of Corten steel. The contrast of the two materials represents the mix of both 
industry and landscape. This being a direct reflection of the industrial use of the site and the 
area of outstanding natural beauty that it is set in.

Terracing to the North-East side manages the levels within the site, allowing you to look out 
upon and include the wider landscape within the garden. The paving next to the house 
provides a area for enjoying some time outside. Dry stone walling forms the retaining walls 
whilst the steps are formed using Corten steel. The steps have been incorporated to provide a 
route from the house up to the stunning views at the top. The feature has been kept close to 
the house so that it connects with the building. Thus reducing the footprint of the developed 
area of the site. The terraces provide an ideal opportunity for managed planting areas. The 
planting design is a mix of styles incorporating grasses and small flowers to reflect a wild 
flower meadow. They create a harmonious connection between garden and natural landscape.

Traditional dry stone walls to be used in all areas 
to maintain the rural look of the landscape.

Bodies of water to be incorporated into the 
landscape to help manage drainage and 
increase the biodiversity value of the site.

Bodies of water to be incorporated 
into the landscape to help manage 
drainage and increase the biodiversity 
value of the site.

Areas with drier ground conditions to be planted with 
native trees. These areas to perform two main 
functions, firstly to increase the diversity of native 
planting thus extending the range of habitats available 
to encourage a greater range of wildlife. Secondly to 
improve the view of the site from the road.

Large native trees mixed with smaller 
varieties to extend habitate and provide 
shelter. This planting will also soften the 
existing buildings.

Native specimen trees to punctuate the site 
where there is the opportunity to allow these 
trees to grow to their mature size.

Field area managed to increase wildflower 
varieties that compliment the existing 
vegetation with a particular emphasis on 
attracting pollinators.

Dry stone wall used to retain levels to 
allow for pond to be formed.

Overflow from top pond to 
be directed down a series 
of smaller collecting areas 
to fill the lower pond.

Riverbed section to be allowed to dry out 
when over flows are not needed.

New profile to the land used to accommodate the new 
building. Profiling has been kept irregular to reflect the 
shapes within the natural landscape. New planting of 
native varieties, a mix of small trees and shrubs, this 
layer of planting will soften the banking, provide shelter 
from the wind and add valuable habitat to the site.

Where appropriate woodland planting will be 
enhanced with log piles.

Planting in this area to be kept low. 
this will extend the view from the 
house outward to the North Eastern 
elevation.

New planting of native varieties mixed with 
some ornamentals to link the garden with the 
surrounding field.

New planting of small native tree varieties, this will 
help stabilise the banking and slow the flow of 
surface water down the slope.

Specimen trees planted 
to the field boundaries.

New hedgerow planting of mixed 
natives to extend the wildlife corridor. 
Planting to include a high proportion 
of both flowering and fruiting 
varieties.

Flat area of grass to 
allow for views out of 
the house towards the 
wider landscape

Terracing links the existing 
field with the new garden

The pathway from the existing building to 
the house follows the route of the 
underground passage for use of guests not 
visiting the business area Levels have been kept similar from the gateway of the 

parking area to the North-West entrance to the property. 
It is proposed that a wide path is constructed that is 
suitable for a vehicle to drive on. This is not a driveway 
but a practical solution to maintaining a green field look 
whilst allowing for vehicles to access the property on 
occasion. 
The need for this access is driven by the need for 
emergency access to the property. All parking will be 
contained within the existing planning unit of Alchemie 
Technology. 

Unmanaged area of grass 
planted to improve the number 
of wildflower varieties

Grass pathwayProposed new 
development

Existing building
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