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CASCADE CHARTFOR TREE QUALITY ASSESSMENT (BS 5837:2012)

TREES FOR REMOVAL

Category

Criteria

Category U

Those in such a condition that any existing
value would be lost within 10 years and
which should, in the current context, be
removed for reasons of sound
arboricultural management.

Trees that have a serious imemediable structural defect, such that their early loss is expected due to collapse, including those that will become unviable after
removal of other ‘R’ category trees (i.e. where, for whatever reason, the loss of companion shelter cannot be mitigated by pruning). Trees that are dead or are
showing signs of significant, immediate and irreversible overall decline. Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health and/or safety of other trees
nearby (e.g. Dutch EIm disease) or very low quality frees suppressing adjacent trees of better quality.

NOTE: Gategory U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which it might be desirable to preserve.

TREES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR RETEN

TION

1. Mainly arboricultural values

2. Mainly landscape values

3. Mainly cultural values,
including conservation

Category A

Trees of high quality and value: in such
a condition as to be able to make a
substantial contribution (a minimum of 40
years is suggested).

Trees that are parficularly good examples of
their species, especially if rare or unusual, or
essential components of groups, or of formal
or semi-formal arboricultural features (e.g. the
dominant and/or principal trees within an
avenue)./

Trees, groups or woodlands which provide a definite screening or
softening effect to the locality in relation to views into or out of the
site, or those of particular visual importance (e.g. avenues or
other arboricultural features assessed as groups).

Trees, groups or woodlands of significant
conservation, historical, commemorative
or other value (e.g. veteran trees or
wood pasture).

Category B

Trees of moderate quality and value: in
such a condition as to make a significant
contribution (a minimum of 20 years is
suggested).

Trees that might be included in the high
category, but are downgraded because of
impaired condition (e.g. presence of
remediable defects including unsympathetic
past management and minor storm damage)

Trees present in numbers, usually growing as groups or
woodlands, such that they form distinct landscape features,
thereby attracting a higher collective rating than they might as
individuals but which are not, individually, essential components
of formal or semi-formal arboricultural features (e.g. trees of
moderate quality within an avenue that includes better ‘A’
category specimens) or trees situated mainly intemally to the
site, occurring as collectives but situated so as to make litle
visual impact on the wider locality.

Trees with material conservation or other
cultural bengefits.

Category C

Trees of low quality and value:
currently in adequate condition to remain
until new planting could be established (a
minimum of 10 years is suggested) or
young trees with a stem diameter below
150 mm.

Trees not qualifying in higher categories.

Trees present in groups or woodlands, but without this confeming
on them significantly greater landscape value andior trees
offering low or only temporary/transient landscape benefits.

Trees with no material conservation or
other cultural value.

NOTE: Whilst ‘C’ category trees will usually not be retained where they would impose a significant constraint on development,
young frees with a stem diameter of less than 150 mm should be considered for relocation

Headings and Abbreviations:

ch & Canopy Clearances
Life Stage

pC Phy
General Observations and Comments:
Management Recommendations:

ERC:
Cat. Grade:
RPA m?

t and not proposer devslopmen:s

mpact Asaessment and Mezhod Statement relater

No. Species R || o__m.w._wﬂ__._s e | 7€ General Observations and ' me | gk | R xm._m.._h,
Large shrub rather than small tree. Historical pruning and shaping to contain canopy within enclosed courtyard area

S1 |Prunus sp 6-7 650 1.5-2 M M |Attractive specimen with domed, dense foliage but replaceable. 20+ 191 | 78
Large tree with high spreading canopy. Large limb lost close to trunk with wound decaying back and partial
occlusion. 2 rot holes in mid canopy with loos bark and crevasses in branch wound wood. Minor dead wood

T2 |Ash 12+ 900 6-7 M M |Reasonably balanced scaffold branching. 40+ 366 | 108
Moderate potential for sheltering bats.

KEY

report.

BRITISH 5837:2012 4.5 TREE CATEGORIZATION
Detailed criteria of these categories are given above. These categories do not necessarily represent or correspond to recommendations for action in any relevant

CATEGORY U:

trees of better quality.

Serious, irremedidiable defect with early loss expected/trees showing signs of overall decline/suppressing

Unsuitable for retention but may have desirable conservation value

CATEGORY A:

Retention most desirable.

Good/moderately good quality and value.

CATEGORY B:
Moderately/fair quality and value.

value.

Retention desirable but has some defect which downgrades

CATEGORY C:
Low quality and value.

development.

Tree possibly expendable but should be retained if appropriate to

estimates only.

TREES OFF SITE - trees not surveyed in detail and location and statistics are

Category grade not necessarily provided.

CONIFER SPECIES - any category

CENTRE OF TREE/SHRUB.

TREES PROTECTED BY TREE PRESERVATION ORDER (Area, Group, Woodland or Individual) - not applicable to this site.

ROOT PROTECTION AREA (RPA)

environment.

The root protection Area is the minimum area around a tree which should be left undisturbed in order to avoid damage to the roots or rooting

If work needs to be carried out within the RPA then specialist surfaces or specialist construction techniques must be considered. Care must also be
taken to avoid ground compaction within the RPA and storage of materials is not permitted. No excavations shall be carried out within the RPA
unless agreed with the LPA. Any agreed excavations must only be carried out by hand.
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