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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background Information 

1.1.1 Simply Ecology Limited was commissioned by Planning Problems Solved in April 2018 to 

undertake a building and tree assessment, followed by a night-time and morning-time bat 

activity survey at Meadow Brook Barn Saccary Lane, Mellor, Blackburn, BB1 9DL (O/S Grid 

Reference: SD 6635132190). See Plan 1: The site location.  

1.2 Aims 

1.2.1 The aims of this survey were to gather up-to-date information on the presence of bats at the 

site. This involved: 

 Identifying potential structures of the building that could be used by bats. 

 Identifying if there was any evidence of bats around the building. 

 Providing an assessment of the likely importance of the site for bats and their 
conservation. 

 Providing Recommendations for further survey (if necessary). 

 Advising the client in relation to the proposed development and any impacts upon 
bats in order to ensure legislative compliance.  

1.2.2 To achieve this, a building and tree inspection for bats at the site was undertaken on the 4th 

of May 2018. Additionally, an evening bat activity survey was carried out on the site 30th of 

May 2018 and a morning bat activity survey was undertaken on the 3rd of July 2018.This 

submission presents the results of the ecological surveys at the site. 

1.3 Site Description and Proposed Works 

1.3.1 This is a rural site which is located approximately 3.2 miles north-west of Blackburn town 

centre (see Plan 1). The site comprises of a derelict two storey barn adjoined to a small 

ground floor barn which has a storage container beside it. Both barns are made from a 

mixture of timber and stone, with a corrugated iron roof. 

1.3.2 The survey described in this report was commissioned to inform a possible future 

development of the site. 

 

Plan 1: Site Location 
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Plan 2: Current Site Plan 
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2.0 SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Desk Study 

2.1.1 For the desk study the application site and surrounding 1km was selected to search for any 

existing biological information. Consultation with freely available datasets was undertaken to 

identify records of animals or plants within this search area. 

2.1.2 In addition, an online search of the Multi Agency Geographical Information Centre 

(www.magic.gov.uk) was undertaken to identify the presence of nationally or internationally 

important sites receiving statutory protection. This search included sites designated under 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017. This covers Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 

Protection Areas (SPA) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) all of which have legal 

protection. 

2.2 Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

2.2.1 A Phase 1 habitat survey of the site was undertaken by Kevin Heywood on the 4th of May 

2018. The survey followed the Phase 1 habitat survey methodology (JNCC, 2010) which is a 

standard technique for recording and mapping habitats. During the Phase 1 survey the 

presence or potential for presence of protected species was recorded and assessed.  

2.2.2 The survey involved walking the whole site, mapping and describing different habitats (for 

example: woodland, grassland, scrub). Evidence of fauna and faunal habitat is also recorded 

(for example droppings, tracks, or habitat such as ponds for breeding amphibians). The 

methods used for ecological survey are in accordance with those established and generally 

accepted methodologies for field survey, as published by the professional body, the 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM). 

2.3 Invasive Alien Plants 

2.3.1 During the Phase 1 habitat survey, observations of invasive alien plants listed under 

Schedule 9 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) were made. The search 

included species such Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), Japanese knotweed 

(Fallopia japonica) and Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera). 

2.4 Bat Building Survey 

2.4.1 An inspection of the buildings on the site was carried out, specifically to search for bats. The 

building survey was undertaken in accordance with the standard methods described in the 

‘Bat Worker’s Manual’ (JNCC 2004) and ‘Bat Surveys – Good Practice Guidelines’ (BCT 2016). 

In accordance with best practice, the survey comprised of the following elements: 

 An inspection of the exterior of the building to look for obvious signs of bat activity 
(such as droppings) and assessing the potential for entry/exit into the property. 

 An inspection of the interior of all of the buildings, examining the walls, underside of 
roofs and within any loft spaces in the property to determine whether bats were 
present, to look for signs of bat activity (such as discarded prey items and droppings) 
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and to assess suitability for bats. Lighting was provided by a million-candle power 
Cluson Clulite CB2. Any cracks or inaccessible areas were inspected using a ProVision 
PV-636 endoscope. 

2.4.2 Subsequent advice/action would depend on the findings of the building surveys. If potential 

was found then subsequent bat activity surveys would be required in accordance with 

standard methods described in the ‘Bat Worker’s Manual’ (JNCC 2004) and ‘Bat Surveys – 

Good Practice Guidelines’ (Bat Conservation Trust 2016). 

2.5 Bat Tree Survey 

2.5.1 As part of the inspection, a visual survey of all trees was carried out using 10x42 binoculars. 

The survey was undertaken in accordance with the standard methods described in the ‘Bat 

Worker’s Manual’ (JNCC 2004) and ‘Bat Surveys – Good Practice Guidelines’ (BCT 2016). The 

survey comprised of identifying the following features: 

 Woodpecker holes with small cracks/crevices 

 Cracks/crevices, ivy cover and flaking bark 

 Loose or flaking bark deadwood in canopy or stem low/no ivy cover 

 Medium to dense ivy cover 

 Deadwood in canopy or stem 

 Snagged branches 

 Hollow stems or limbs 

 Hole in buttresses/hollow core 

2.5.2 The following signs were searched for, as these would indicate bat presence: 

 Staining around a hole, caused by natural oils in the bats’ fur. 

 Stains beneath a hole, caused by bat urine. 

 Scratch marks around a hole, caused by bat claws. 

 Bat droppings beneath a hole. 

 Audible squeaking from within a hole, especially on hot days or at dusk. 

 Insects (especially flies) around a hole. 

2.5.3 Once surveyed, each tree was categorised, using Bat Conservation Trust guidelines, 

according to its potential to support roosting bats into one of four categories: 

1. Confirmed bat roost,  
2a. High potential to support bats,  

2b. Low/moderate potential to support bats, and  

3. Negligible potential to support bats. 

 

2.6 Personnel 

2.6.1 The building inspection and tree surveys were carried out by Kevin Heywood. The dusk bat 

survey was undertaken by Kevin Heywood and Samantha Gray. The dawn survey was carried 

out by Kevin Heywood and Philip Wright. 

2.6.2 Kevin Heywood BSc (Hons) ACIEEM is an Ecologist with Simply Ecology Ltd. Kevin graduated 

with a first-class honours degree in Ecology from Lancaster University in 2015. In addition to 
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this, he has acquired experience since 2012 working as an ecologist in a freelance capacity 

and since 2015 as a full-time employee for Simply Ecology Ltd. During this time, he has 

developed numerous field skills and carried out a wide range of botanical and protected 

species surveys. His expertise predominantly lies with habitat mapping and undertaking 

protected species surveys including: bats, great crested newts, badgers, otters and reptiles. 

Kevin holds a protected species licence for all British bats. 

2.6.3 Samantha Gray BA (Hons) is a Business Ecologist working for Simply Ecology Limited. Since 

graduating with a Geography degree from Lancaster University in 2015, Samantha has 

gained 2 years’ of experience in ecology. During this period, she has completed an internship 

with Simply Ecology, where she developed her skills in botany, bat surveys and data analysis 

and also subsequently worked at RSPB Leighton Moss, carrying out habitat management and 

species monitoring work. In 2016 Samantha became a full-time employee with Simply 

Ecology as an Ecologist and Office Manager. 

2.6.4 Philip Wright MSc. obtained his first degree in Biology from the University of Bath and an 

MSc in Ecology and Conservation from Lancaster University. He is an Ecologist at Simply 

Ecology and a member of the North Lancashire Bat Group in his third season of bat 

surveying. His wider experience includes conducting botanical surveying and habitat 

management work with the RSPB and with the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and 

North Merseyside. 

2.7 Timing and Constraints 

2.7.1 The building surveys were undertaken on 4th May 2018. The timing of the building 

inspection visit posed no constraints as building inspections to search for signs of bats can be 

undertaken at any time of year. Access was available on all sides of the building. No trees or 

vegetation limited the inspection. An assessment of the building’s potential for bats can 

therefore be made according to evidence found, building condition, location and the 

surveyor’s experience. 

2.7.2 An emergence/dusk survey was carried out on 30th May 2018. This survey timing is in the 

peak bat flight season. Weather conditions were considered fine to observe and record any 

bat activity at the site on both surveys (see Table 1). There were no obstructions to vision 

around the building and it was possible to skyline the buildings effectively. 

2.7.3 The re-entry/dawn survey was carried out on 3rd July 2018. This was the final survey to be 

carried out. The conditions were perfect for this type of survey, as detailed below (see Table 

1), with no constraints apparent. 

Table 1: Weather conditions during the bat surveys. 

Survey date 
Temperature at 

the start of survey 

Sunrise/sunset 

time 

Start/finish 

time 
Weather 

30th May 2018 15 ºC 21:28 21:10 – 22:30 
Dry, 100% cloud cover, 

light breeze. 

3rd July 2018 13 ºC 04:43 02:45 – 04:30 
Dry, cool, light breeze, 

0% cloud cover. 
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3.0 DESK STUDY RESULTS 

3.1 Nature Conservation Sites 

3.1.1 The desk study search included local nature reserves, national (Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest) and internationally important sites (Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites). 

3.1.2 No statutory designated nature conservation sites were found within the 1km buffer zone, 

although the site is within 7.5km of sites with nature conservation designations, including 

Darwen River Section, Red Scar and Tun Brook Woods, Harper Clough and Smalley Delph 

Quarries SSSIs but the type and scale of development anticipated falls well below the criteria 

threshold and is not thought to impact on these sites. The results are summarised on Plan 3 

 

Plan 3: Nature conservation sites within 1000m of development site. 
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4.0 EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

4.1.1 The site comprised of a small agricultural field with boundary hedgerows and trees, 

containing two adjacent barns and a storage container. A Phase 1 Habitat Plan and Target 

Notes (hereafter referred to as TN) are included in Plan 2 neat the end of this section.  

4.1.2 The following habitats were recorded at this site (in no particular order): 

Semi-improved grassland 

Scattered trees 

Tall ruderal 

Scrub 

Hardstanding 

Semi-improved grassland 

4.1.3 The majority of the site comprised of semi-improved grassland with pasture that has been 

altered by heavy grazing, drainage or the application of herbicides. Grass species that were 

abundant to frequent included: meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), common nettle 

(Urtica dioica), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), sweet vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) 

and perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne) with cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) rare.  

4.1.4 The grasses were interspersed with occasional forbs including creeping buttercup 

(Ranunculus repens), common dock (Rumex obtusifolius), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), 

meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris) and ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata) and 

dandelion (Taraxacum officinalis) rare. 

4.1.5 The site transitioned towards a small marshy grassland area towards the east section of the 

site, which led to greater forb coverage. Here species indicative of wetter ground conditions 

and lower management intensity proliferated. Frequent to occasional species noted in this 

area were; soft rush (Juncus effuses), marsh horsetail (Equisetum palustre), and marsh 

marigold (Caltha palustris) with reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) rare. 

4.1.6 On the driveway section of the property on the western side, the ground was heavily shaded 

by mature Cypress trees, where a greater coverage of forb species occurred frequently to 

occasional with; herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus 

repens), balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), rosebay willow herb (Chamaenerion 

angustifolium), lesser celandine (Ficaria verna), bramble (Rubus fruticosus) and dandelion. 

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) samplings were rare 

in this shaded area. 
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Plate 1: Semi-improved grassland in foreground with scrubby ruderals to left. 

Scattered Trees 

4.1.7 Along the entrance from the gate to the building, either side of the driveway were planted 

tree species of varying maturity, as well as trees scatted along the southern edge of the 

property. Notable matured tree species recorded was a single oak (Quercus robur) on the 

north-eastern boundary. This had a superficial knot hole, yet was determined as no PRF for 

bats. Mature Cypress (Cuppressus x leylandii) trees were present as mentioned above, 

encouraging forb species at the grassland level. Elder (Sambucus nigra) trees were frequent 

at the southern boundary of the site, with no PRF present. Semi mature sycamores (Acer 

pseudoplatanus) were planted on the north side of the driveway adjacent to the Cypress 

trees. Similarly to the oak, they held likely looking PRF, yet after thorough inspection was 

regarded as not. 

 

Plate 2: A mature English Oak on the eastern side of the boundary. 
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Plate 3: Planted Cypress lining the side of the driveway impacted on grassland community species 
composition due to shading. 

Tall ruderal 

4.1.8 This habitat type comprised of Himalayan balsam being the dominant species surrounding 

the buildings on the south side. 

Scrub 

4.1.9 This was an area north of the building that had little botanical provision, and comprised of 

encroaching brambles over paved concrete breeze blocks as seen in Plate 1 (left side of the 

picture).   

Hardstanding 

4.1.10 At the front of the buildings (on the north side) composed hardstanding concrete substrate, 

which a sparsely distributed and shallow layering of grassland vegetation and scrub over it.
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Plan 4: Phase 1 Habitat map Meadow Brook Barn 
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5.0 PROTECTED SPECIES SURVEY RESULTS 

5.1 External Building Inspection 

5.1.1 Both barns and storage container were inspected for any signs of recent or historic bat 

activity. In addition, all buildings were searched for suitable access points and roosting sites.  

5.1.2 The survey began by checking the exterior of the buildings. The main barn has brick and 

stone foundations, with timber cladding and structure, with a tiled roof. There are gaps 

underneath the tiles at the edge of the roof due to a lack of fascia. The small barn is built 

from wooden planks with a corrugated iron roof. The adjoining storage container is a 

rectangular metal structure (see Plate 4).  

5.1.3 The external conditions of both barns are generally poor, with obvious bat potential access. 

Gaps are evident between stones of the main barn (see Plate 4), providing potential bat 

access points. On the eastern gable end, the wall has boards missing, providing access areas 

for bats and other wildlife (see Plate 5). The wooden cladding on the main barn has lifted 

slightly exposing potential bat access points (see Plate 3). 

 

Plate 4: View of the barns from the northern side of the building. The arrows show gaps between 
stones on the barn and exposed gaps underneath tiles due to lack of fascia. The weatherboard is 

highlighted to show where gaps are. 
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Plate 5:The gable east end of the main barn. Large holes exposed due to missing timber beams. 

 

Plate 6: A view of the cladding on the north side of the main barn. The overlapping wooden planks 
exposed gaps, allowing potential bat access 

5.2 Internal Building Inspection 

5.2.1 The inspection continued to the interior of the buildings. Structurally, the internal spaces, 

currently used for storage, were also in poor condition. 

5.2.2 The main barn had exposed rafters and central beams, providing potential bat roost 

features, as many of the beams are designed with holes in them for building purposes (see 

Plate 4). Gaps were observed between concrete blocks that acted as the wall (see Plate 5) 

providing further bat roost potential to the internal site.  
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5.2.3 There were no signs of bats (droppings of urine staining) however, there were many signs of 

owls, with droppings and pellets observed (see Plates 6 and 7). The overall bat roost 

potential for this site was low. 

 

Plate 7: The structural beams of the barns had slotted gaps which were potential bat roost structure. 

 

Plate 8: The interior of the main barn. Small gaps between concrete blocks suggesting potential roost 
access points. 
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Plate 9: Owl pellet observed in the barn, providing evidence of owl activity in the site 

 

Plate 10: ‘White wash’ bird droppings and feathers recorded in the main barn, supporting evidence of 
owl activity. 

5.3 Tree Inspection 

5.3.1 The trees around the site were inspected for Potential Roost Features (PRFs) and signs of bat 

activity. On the site, semi-mature and mature trees were west, east and south of the 

building. Trees at this site included sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), hawthorn (Cratargus 

monogyna), holly (Ilex aquifolium), oak (Quercus robur) and cypress (Cuppressus x leylandii). 

5.3.2 The trees lining the driveway on the north side were semi-mature sycamore trees, which 

grew in close proximity to the building, along with the hedging at the southern side of the 

building. A thorough ground inspection of the trees for potential roosting features was 

carried out, looking for features such as knot holes (see Plates 8 and 9). 

5.3.3 The trees were categorised according bat roost potential. All the trees on this site that were 

inspected were considered to be Category 3 with negligible potential to support bats. 
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Plate 11: A semi-mature sycamore tree at the entrance of the site from the road. Knotholes were 
inspected and found to be shallow and had no roosting potential. 

 

Plate 12: A mature oak tree on site, with a PRF. but inspection found the hole to be shallow. 

5.4 Bat Activity Surveys 

Dusk Emergence Survey 

5.4.1 A bat emergence activity survey of the site was completed of the 30th of May 2018 by two 

ecologists, starting at 21:10. 

5.4.2 The first recorded activity of the evening comprised of two commuting common pipistrelles 

(Pipistrelle pipistrelle), travelling from the barn to the field, north of the barn, occurring at 

21:52. At 21:54 a noctule (Nyctalus noctula) was observed passing through the site. A further 

two observed bats were recorded at 21:58 passing through the site, one a common 

pipistrelle, the other a noctule. Common pipistrelles were recorded commuting around the 

trees at approximately 22:00 for a number of minutes. At 22:12 a common pipistrelle was 

recorded passing eastwards over the building. The survey ended at 22:30. 
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5.4.3 A barn owl (Tyto alba) was recorded hunting in the field on site, as well as a tawny owl (Strix 

aluco) sighting in the area, which provides further evidence of owl residence, combined with 

the pellets and droppings found in the main barn. 

Dawn Re-entry Survey 

5.4.4 A bat re-entry dawn survey was carried out on this site on the 3rd of July 2018. The survey 

began at 02:45. 

5.4.5 At 03:15 a Common pipistrelle was recorded heading in an easterly direction over the barn. 

Two Common pipistrelles were observed passing at the east end of the main barn at 03:25. 

At 03:25 a pair of Common pipistrelles looped around the building site and returned in an 

arc, heading westwards towards the lane. The final recorded bat was a Common pipistrelle 

above the trees behind the house.   

5.4.6 To summarise there was low activity of bats observed at the site, with only two bat species 

recorded and no recorded emergence or re-entry into any of the buildings on this site. 

5.5 Barn Owls 

5.5.1 Evidence of barn owl activity was recorded within the main barn during the building 

inspection. A scattering of pellets of varying levels of freshness were present along with 

‘white wash’ droppings on the floor and rafters (see Plate 7 and 8). This evidence suggests 

that barn owls use this barn as an active, occasional roost site. Whilst the surveyors carried 

out the bat emergence (dusk) survey, a single barn owl was recorded hunting at the site, 

providing evidence of barn owl presence at the site. In summary, barn owls were concluded 

to be active on this site due to evidence of droppings, pellets, feathers and a sighting 

during bat activity surveys. 
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6.0 ECOLOGICAL VALUE AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

6.1 Nature Conservation Sites 

6.1.1 No designated nature conservation sites were found adjacent or in close proximity to the 

development site and therefore no impacts will arise. The site is within 7.5km of several SSSI 

but the type and small scale of development anticipated falls well below the criteria 

threshold and is not thought to impact on these sites. 

6.2 Habitats 

6.2.1 The habitats recorded within the site, including the semi-improved grassland, scattered 

trees, tall ruderal and scrub, are considered of site level value but none will be lost or 

reduced in size as a result of the proposed barn conversion development. 

Scattered trees 

6.2.2 The scattered trees within the site provide limited nesting and foraging opportunities for 

birds. However, these will not likely be affected by the planned development; if any are lost, 

planting of new trees would offset any loss and replace them in the long term. 

6.3 Bats 

6.3.1 The Phase 1 survey found that the habitats around the site may provide no more than 

limited bat foraging and commuting opportunity. The bat building and activity surveys found 

no evidence of bats. Therefore, it is considered that the development will have limited 

impact upon bat foraging or commuting. 

6.3.2 All trees on site were inspected for their potential to support roosting bat species. However, 

none were considered to have any potential for bat roosting and so no impacts will arise. 

6.4 Barn Owls 

6.4.1 There was evidence of occasional active roosting at the site by this protected species. It will 

not be possible to retain all roosting areas in the building as a result of the conservation to a 

dwelling house. Therefore an impact and loss of roosting could arise. Mitigation and 

compensatory roost provision will be necessary at this site to offset any impact. 
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 Bats 

7.1.1 In May 2018, Simply Ecology Limited were commissioned to conduct ecological appraisal of 

buildings and associated trees at Meadow Brook Barn. It is understood that conversion of 

the barn into a residential dwelling is planned. The preliminary roost assessment did not find 

signs of bats, but that the site had potential for bat roosting. Therefore, prior to any 

renovation or building works commencing, an emergence (dusk) and re-entry (dawn) survey 

were conducted to establish whether any roosts were present. 

7.1.2 In May and July 2018, Simply Ecology Limited undertook a night-time activity surveys at 

Meadow Brook Barn. During the dusk survey survey common pipistrelle and noctule bats 

were recorded passing through the site, but no direct emergence of any bats occurred from 

the building. During the dawn survey, only common pipistrelle bats were recorded travelling 

through the site, with no re-entries observed. 

7.1.3 Based upon the results of these surveys it was concluded that no roosting bats were present 

on the site. It was the ecologist’s professional opinion that no impact upon bats will arise as 

a result of the conversion of the buildings into a residential dwelling. As such, the following 

advice is provided: 

 All conversion works can continue with no need for any supervision by the 

Appointed Ecologist. No Natural England licence is necessary in this instance as no 

impact upon any bat roost is predicted. This is due to the lack of any signs of current 

or historical use of the building by bats. Reason: This will deliver compliance with: 

Section 9 (1 & 4) of The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), Part 3 (43; 1 

& 2) of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 and Section 15 of 

The National Planning Policy Framework (2018). 

7.2 Barn Owl 

7.2.1 Evidence of relatively fresh barn owl pellets, ‘whitewash’ excretions and feathers were 

discovered inside the barn. The surrounding landscape was also considered suitable for barn 

owls, as this part of Lancashire is known for this species. A single barn owl was recorded 

during the activity surveys, which suggest the barn did appear to offer an occasional Active 

Roost Site and as such, any development of the site would lead to the loss of barn owl 

roosting potential. Therefore: 

 It is recommended that compensation for loss of roosting potential would be 
addressed by the provision of a temporary barn owl roosting/nesting box on site, 
prior to any barn conversion works commencing. Further, a permanent 
nesting/roosting space should be incorporated into the converted building. Reason: 
To secure the long-term protection of the species by maintaining continuity of 
occupation by providing temporary additional roosting/nesting places on site. This 
will ensure that no offences are committed under The Wildlife & Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended). 
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8.0 BARN OWL MITIGATION PLAN 

8.1.1 In view of the protection afforded to this Schedule 1 species, its nests and eggs, the 

development works should proceed as follows: 

 The client is reminded of the legal protection afforded to barn owl and all works 
should be completed under the supervision and guidance of the Appointed 
Ecologist. Reason: To ensure legal compliance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended). 

8.2 Pre-Conversion Works  

Roosting/nesting provision 

8.2.1 The following roosting/nesting provision is proposed pre-conversion:  

 A new temporary barn owl roost/nesting site shall be installed in a nearby tree at 
least 1 month prior to commencement of the demolition works where the barn owl 
is present. This should be of a type recommended by The Barn Owl Trust (see Figure 
1) and Annex B. 

   

Figure 1: The temporary barn owl nesting box design. 

8.3 During Conversion Works  

Timing  

8.3.1 All site conversion shall be carried out between 1st September – 28th February, in order to 

avoid the usual barn owl breeding season.  

8.3.2  The Appointed Ecologist must be present to complete a survey prior to the beginning of 

conversion works in order to ensure that no nesting is taking place. Any disturbance of a 
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nesting barn owl would constitute an offence. The pre-works survey will check the status of 

the roosting site. In the event that barn owl is found to be breeding (they have been found 

to breed in any month), no works will commence within the barn until young barn owls have 

fledged. 

Provision of permanent roosting/nesting opportunities 

8.3.3  After completion of the temporary new nesting box and once it is confirmed that no barn 

owls are present within the barn, access to the building for owls will immediately be ensured 

by sealing doors and windows. This will make the existing roost unavailable to barn owls 

with the intention that the alternative temporary roost will be available for use by the birds. 

8.3.4  During the construction period the daily working hours imposed by Planning Conditions will 

ensure that no evening, night-time or early morning disturbance of barn owls can occur 

within the site. 

8.3.5 The following permanent nesting/roosting provision is suggested for the space to be 

constructed inside the converted building: 

 A barn owl loft can be incorporated into the loft space of a type recommended by 
The Barn Owl Trust (see Figure 2) and Annex C. 

 

 Figure 2: Construction of an owl partition in a loft. 

Monitoring  

8.3.6 The Appointed Ecologist and the Site Manager will keep in touch during the conversion 

period. The Site Manager will undertake to contact the Ecologist for further advice should 

there be cause for concern in relation to barn owls. 

8.3.7 The Appointed Ecologist will work with the client to ensure the successful construction of 

the new barn owl roost is in accordance with the approved design. 
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8.4 Post-Construction 

8.4.1 Due to the legal protection afforded to barn owls, the roosts within the converted dwelling 

will be left alone and remain predominantly undisturbed. However, there will be access to 

the roost from within the dwelling for very occasional clearing out, outside of nesting season 

(considered to be March to August by the Barn Owl Trust). 
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ANNEX A: STATUTORY AND PLANNING CONTEXT 

A.0.1 The client is advised that many species of British wildlife are legally protected. The following 
section provides a brief overview of the protection afforded to species commonly 
encountered during development. The Recommendations at the end of this report will 
advise as necessary, but it is also useful for the client to have an understanding of the legal 
protection as this helps to ensure that the law is complied with. 

A.1 Badgers 

A.1.1 Badgers are protected under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) (WCA), and the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. It is illegal to: 

 Kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger or to attempt to do so; 

 Interfere with a badger sett by damaging or destroying it; 

 Obstruct access to or any entrance of a badger sett; 

 Disturb a badger when it is occupying a sett 

A.1.2 A badger sett is “any structure or place that displays signs indicating current use by a 
badger”. Natural England, the Government’s statutory nature conservation body, classifies a 
sett as active if it has been occupied within the last 12 months. 

A.1.3 Operations that might cause disturbance of an active sett entrance can be carried out under 
licence from Natural England. If any badgers are found during the course of the survey, this 
will be highlighted in this report. 

A.2 Birds 

A.2.1 All wild birds are protected against killing or injury under The WCA 1981 (as amended). This 
protection extends to bird’s nests during the breeding season, which makes it an offence to 
damage or destroy nests or eggs. Birds that are listed on Schedule 1 of the Act receive 
additional protection against intentional or reckless disturbance during the breeding season. 
This makes it an offence to disturb these species at or near to their nesting site. 

A.3 European Protected Species (includes bats, otter, hazel dormouse, great crested newts, 
and others) 

A.3.1 The client is advised that all bats and great crested newts are European Protected Species 
(EPS). These EPS are protected under European legislation that is implemented in England 
via The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (Regulation 41). A full list of 
EPS is provided in Schedule 2 of the Regulations. In addition, these EPS also receive the 
protection of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of Section 9 
(4)(b & c) and (5).   

A.3.2 If both national and international legislation are taken together, the legislative protection 
afforded to these species makes it an offence to: 

 Intentionally/ deliberately kill, disturb, injure or capture them. 

 Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any breeding site or 
resting place. 

 Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived from a European 
Protected Species. 

A.3.3 If an activity is likely to result in any of the above offences, derogation from the legal 
protection can be issued in the form of a European Protected Species licence issued by 
Natural England. Licences for development purposes are issued under The Conservation Of 
Habitats And Species Regulations (2010) and only allow what is permitted within the terms 
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and conditions of the licence. If any EPS are found during the course of the survey, this will 
be highlighted in this report. 

A.4 Protected Mammals and Reptiles (includes water vole, red squirrel, reptiles and others) 

A.4.1 All native reptiles and a variety of British mammals also receive protection under The WCA 
1981 (as amended). Schedule 5 of The WCA lists animals that are protected. The degree of 
protection varies. Water voles and red squirrel are examples of species with full protection. 
The Act makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure, take, possess, or trade in any wild 
animal listed in Schedule 5, and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or 
protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such places. 

A.4.2 All native reptiles in the UK are protected. The commoner species such as grass snake, 
common lizard, slow worm and adder are protected only from unlawful killing and injuring. 
In practice this may require a reptile protection scheme before implementing a planning 
permission but no specific licence is required.  Sand lizard and smooth snake listed as EPS 
(see A3.3 above). 

A.4.4 If any protected species are found during the course of the survey, this will be highlighted in 
this report. 

A.5 Non-native invasive species 

A.5.1 A number of non-native plant species growing wild in the UK are listed on Schedule 9 of the 
WCA due to their invasive nature and the detrimental impact they can have on native 
habitats and wildlife. This legislation makes it an offence to plant or otherwise cause to grow 
in the wild any plant species which is included in Part II of Schedule 9. 

A.5.2 This legislation should be considered during site clearance works which could lead to the 
spread of Schedule 9 listed plant species from the site if plant material is not properly 
handled and disposed of. Development proposals should also consider the removal of 
invasive species from areas of site that would otherwise remain unaffected by works in 
order to avoid the risk of these invasive plants spreading from the site in the future and 
enhance habitats within the site.  This would in turn free up space for wildlife friendly 
planting, prioritising use of native species within planting schemes where appropriate. 

A.6 Planning Considerations 

A.6.1 1.  When considering each planning application, the presence of protected species, such as 
those listed above, is a material consideration which must be fully considered by the Local 
Authority when granting planning permission. If a licence from Natural England is required, 
then prior to issuing any planning consent, the local planning authority will need to be 
satisfied that there is no reason why such a licence would not be issued. Therefore, in 
reaching the planning decision the local planning authority will need to have regard to the 
requirements of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. The three 
licensing tests given in the Regulations must be considered. In summary, these are that: 

The development is required for the purpose of: 

 preserving public health or public safety, 

 for other imperative reasons of over-riding public interest, including those of a social 
or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the 
environment, 

 for preventing serious damage to property. 

2.  There is no satisfactory alternative. 



Meadow Brook Barn Saccary Lane, Mellor, Blackburn, BB1 9DL 

Simply Ecology Limited – Bat Activity and Phase One Habitat Survey - August 2018 

15 

3.  The proposal will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species 
at a favourable conservation status. 

A.6.2 All necessary information would need to be provided to the planning authority as part of the 
planning application in order to address the above tests.  

A.6.3 The Natural Environment and Communities Act (NERC Act) 2006 extended the biodiversity 
duty set out in the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act to public bodies and statutory 
undertakers to ensure due regard to the conservation of biodiversity. The Duty is set out in 
Section 40 of the Act, and states that: 

"Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent 
with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity" 

A.6.4 The Duty applies to all local authorities, community, parish and town councils, police, fire 
and health authorities and utility companies. Section 41 (S41) of this Act (the ‘England 
Biodiversity List’) also requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of habitats and species 
that are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England. This list is 
used to guide decision-makers such as public bodies, including local and regional authorities, 
in implementing their duty under section 40(1) of the Act. 

A.6.5 Also, Local Authorities must follow the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which 
provides guidance on the interpretation of the law in relation to wildlife issues and 
development. For each development proposal considered by the Local Planning Authority 
the NPPF states that the authority must aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity. If 
significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 
alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, 
compensated for, then planning permission should be refused. 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) 

A.6.6 The UK BAP, which was first published in 1994, was the UK government response to the 
1992 Convention on Biological Diversity. It sets priorities for nationally important ‘priority 
species’ and ‘priority habitats’. Each species and habitat action plan has costed actions and 
targets, and is used to inform the compilation of national lists such as the Section 41 List 
described above. 
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ANNEX B: TEMPORARY BARN OWL ROOST/NEST PROVISION 
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ANNEX C: PERMANENT BARN OWL ROOST/NEST PROVISION 
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