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EXTENSION TO EXISTING WORKSHOP AND CREATION OF PARKING AREA

AT: JAMES ALPE ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE, LINCOLN WAY, CLITHEROE

Introduction

The purpose of this statement is to accompany the planning application and provide background
information regarding the need for this additional floor space from an operational perspective.

Purpose of the Extension

The James Alpe Accident Repair Centre has grown significantly over the years and now represents
one of the industry’s largest accident repair facilities in the north west of England being approved
repairers for a number of major manufacturers. The site now employs in excess of 100 people.

When the planned expansion was first being considered there were two possible scenarios being
developed. The need itself arises from an ever increasing demand for space to undertake accident
repair work on damaged vehicles. To satisfy the identified need then one option was to consider
resiting the present valeting facility into the new extension freeing up space to expand the body shop
department into the area presently occupied by the valeting bays. This would not be the preferred
option but the noise report has demonstrated that either the workshop or valeting facility could operate
in an acceptable manner within the new planned extension without unacceptable noise impacts on
neighbouring residents. This being the case then it is simpler and more preferable to expand the
present body shop facility into the adjacent planned extension rather than contemplate wholesale
relocation of two departments. It is for this reason that this second option of expansion of the body
department has been selected as the preferred option.

There is a need to increase the number of specialist body realignment jigs and a total of four of these
are needed as shown on the proposed site plan. This will create the necessary additional four work
bays and result in the creation of up to 10 additional jobs.

The additional area for onsite parking has been adjusted to address concerns regarding flood risk and
in order to avoid works which would have necessitated amending levels adjacent to Mearley Brook.

The building extension itself, in order to mitigate against potential flooding issues is to be constructed
on a series of reinforced pillars which support the raised floor structure. As such in times of increased
water flows along the brook then this would allow the raised water levels to be accommodated under
the building and in so doing avoid the possibility of exacerbating the threat of flooding downstream as
a result of offset.

The works have been designed to ensure that the physical building is also more than 8m away from
the watercourse on its north eastern side. Equally the proposed car parking area with its open usage
would allow for unimpeded access to the brook for essential maintenance of the watercourse. As such
the proposed development, notwithstanding the earlier holding objection lodged by the Environment
Agency would seem to me to meet all their identified criteria.

Further advice from the Environment Agency will be sought regarding the ability to achieve an
Environmental Permit.
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