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Background 

Bowland Ecology Ltd was commissioned by JYM Partnership LLP to undertake an external building 
inspection survey at 29 Windy Street, Chipping, Lancashire (NGR: SD 62320 43216), on the 29th March 
2018 to assess the potential of the building to support roosting bats. Features with potential for roosting 
bats were recorded and emergence surveys were undertaken on the 1st of May and 14th of June 2018. 
Individual common pipistrelle bats emerged from the building during the surveys. As such, the building is 
considered to provide conditions to support a small day roost for individual, common species of bat and 
is categorised as a roost of low conservation importance. A suitably qualified ecologist is therefore 
required to be present throughout the duration of the proposed maintenance works to ensure no bats 
are injured and/or killed. All sections of the roof with potential bat roost features are to be inspected by 
the ecologist and only subject to works when the ecologist is fully satisfied that no bats or bat roosts are 
likely to be negatively impacted.  

Bird nesting habitat was also recorded to be present within the building. 

This document provides details on the results of the roof stripping works and provides recommendations 
to mitigate potential impacts to roosting bats. 

Methodology 

In line with recommendations in the bat advice note (Bowland Ecology June, 2018), prior to the 
commencement of work on site, contractors were made aware of the procedures to follow should any 
bats be encountered throughout the works. Furthermore, after a number of bat roosting opportunities 
were identified during the surveys, contractors were made aware of which areas would more likely 
support roosting bats and what signs to look for. The supervising ecologist undertook an external survey 
to check for any evidence of roosting bats prior to work. Once the ecologist was satisfied that no 
evidence of bat use was present the works commenced under supervision in line with Natural England’s 
‘Bat Mitigation Guidelines’ (A.J. Mitchell-Jones, 2004). 

The ecologist also checked for nesting birds which may be impacted by the works.  
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Fig.1: Elevations of farmhouse & 

lifted lead flashing prior to work 
Fig.2: Initial stripping 

showed no evidence of 

roosting bats 

 

Fig.3: Loft void retained under 

newly laid felt 

Results 

Both roof pitches were soft stripped to expose the entire roof structure. This enabled the necessary 
renovation work to the property. No bats or evidence of roosting bats was encountered during removal 
of the roofing tiles and the loft void was retained under the newly laid felt. No nesting birds were 
recorded during the works.  

 

 

Recommendations 
 

All further works are OK to proceed. 
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Appendix A – Information Sheet for Contractors 

 


