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Executive Summary

This report sets out the findings of an arboricultural survey of two trees adjacent on either side of
the entrance to 12 Ribchester Road, Wilpshire, Blackburn, BB1 9JH. The survey covers the area
where delivery of construction materials will occur and will inform the Building Method Statement
regarding the protection of the two trees.
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1. Introduction

1.2  Client Instruction

Walkers tree services has been instructed by Younus Khan Architects to undertake a tree survey as
part of a proposed building development. This report relates to the two trees beside the entrance to
the property.

The requirements of the survey were to: -

e Make a record of the tree’s dimensions

e Consider the dimensions of the trees in context to the site entrance

e Consider the effect of delivery and storage of building materials upon the root zone of the
two trees

1.3  Scope of the Survey

The survey relates to trees with a stem diameter of 75mm and above, measured at 1.5m above
ground level located and highlighted on an aerial photograph, Appendix A.

The tree survey data has been compiled independently of any specific proposals for development.

1.4  Survey Method

Observations were conducted from ground level, using the ‘Visual Tree Assessment’ system found in
‘The Body Language of Trees’ {(Mattheck and Breloer, 1994). No aerial inspections were carried out
and no internal diagnostic equipment was used.

No internal investigations were carried out and no tissue samples taken from the surveyed trees or
soil samples from the immediate surrounding area. Information was collected in accordance with
the recommendations of BS5837:2012, subsections 4.4.2.5 and 4.4.2.6 (British Standards Institution,
2012), and included species, height, diameter, branch spread, crown clearance, age class,
physiological and structural condition and estimated remaining contribution. Stem diameters (DBH)
were taken using a rounded down diameter tape in millimetres at 1.5m above ground level. All other
dimensions were estimated.

Tree species identification was based on a visual observation. The quality and value of the trees
surveyed was categorised in accordance with Table 1 Cascade chart for tree quality assessment, in
BS5837:2012: A full copy extract can be seen in Appendix D.

The Root Protection Area (RPA) of each tree was determined using the calculation methods detailed

in BS5837:2012 and are shown in Appendices E & F. In this report, the radius given was measured
from the centre of the main stem for individual trees.
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1.5 Limitations

Trees are living organisms whose health and condition can change rapidly and all trees, even healthy
ones, are at risk from unpredictable climatic and man-made events. The assessment of risk for any
tree is based upon factors evident at the time of inspection and the interpretation of those factors
by suitably qualified inspectors. The health, condition and safety of trees should be checked on a
basis proportionate with the level of risk and preferably on an annual basis.
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2. Site Visit & Observations

2.1 Site Visit

Three site visits were undertaken between 10% of January and the 22" of January 2020. These visits
involved the surveying of the trees & measuring the gate width to attain an overall spatial context of
the site entrance and the trees.

2.2 Site Observations

The site is beside the Ribchester Road, B6245. Both the trees are planted within raised beds
approximately two feet high. One of the tree stems, the Horse Chestnut, is approximately 1.17
meter from the road edge. The Second tree, the Copper Beech, is 7 meters from the road edge.

3. Tree Survey

3.1 Tree Survey & Constraints
The results of the tree survey can be found in Appendix C: Tree Survey Schedule.

In the survey the trees have been identified as being Grade Al trees. Grade A trees are of high value
and should be retained. These trees have Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) attached to them due to
their location and amenity value.

The Root Protection Area (RPA) of each tree has been determined using the calculation methods
detailed in BS5837:2012 and piotted as a circle which is centred on the base of the stem. The RPA’s
of each tree can be found in Appendices E & F.

3.2 Legal Constraints

Both the trees have TPO’s attached to them and our duty is to protect these trees during the life of
the trees and more specifically during the construction period. Protection against damage to all parts
of the trees is necessary and as such Appendix G contains the Tree Protection Schedule to be
incorporated into the Building Method Statement.
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4. Tree Protection Measures

4.1 General Tree Protection Measures
Probability of harm to the trees is primarily likely to come from vehicle access and egress, secondly
from unloading crane damage and thirdly from storage of building materials.

The access to the site is through the front gate. This gateway and drive are the traditional and time
served entrance access to the property. The drive is laid with what appears to be a thick layer of
tarmacadam, this is concluded from the lack of vehicle tyre ruts and the absence of disturbance from
either of the tree roots.

Regarding mitigation of damage occurring from access and egress of delivery vehicles, it is essential
that the height of the vehicles that are booked to deliver materials to the site are less than 5 meters
in height. This 5-meter figure is the distance from the ground to the lowest branch of the trees
above where the delivery vehicles are to unload materials. The Average height of a building supplies
delivery vehicle (Travis Perkins data) is 3.9 meters.

As mentioned above the height of the delivery vehicle used by Travis Perkins are 3.9-meters. These
figures give the large vehicles a 1.1-meter clearance from the tree.

The damage that may occur from unloading material using a Hiab type crane can be mitigated by
both a skilful driver/unloader under the strict instruction of the site supervisor and using smaller
delivery vehicles. To avoid damage the driver/unloader will be given strict instruction to avoid the
tree branches of the trees.
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Appendix A: Tree Location Map
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Appendix E: Root Protection Area (RPA) of T.1 Horse chestnut
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Appendix F: RPA of T.2 Copper Beech
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Appendix G: Tree Protection Schedule to be Included in the
Building Method Statement.

Note: No construction works are being undertaken within the RPA of either of the trees.

However, the trees could be adversely affected by delivery vehicles snagging the lowest
branches of the tree crowns.

And compaction damage could occur to the roots beneath the drive and internal yard
space.

Both potential damage types are to be mitigated by the follow measures, and as such
these measures are to be strictly implemented within the Building Method Statement.

e Use smaller vehicles for deliveries, thus reducing the vehicular gross weight in order to put
less weight pressure on the entrance drive. *It must be noted that the site entrance is
tarmacked, and the entrance has been used for many years and that the owner of the site is
unwilling for this entrance to be damaged. And by extension care to the driveway equates to
care to the root system beneath the drive.

¢ The damage that may occur from unloading material using a Hiab type crane is to be
mitigated by a skilful driver/unloader under the strict instruction of the site supervisor. To
avoid damage the driver/unloader will be given strict instruction to avoid the tree branches
of the trees.

e The storage of building materials to be made outside of the Root Protection Areas of both
trees. The RPA’s are to be marked on the ground in visible red spray paint. And to be
maintained both in being clear of stored building materials and in being visible throughout
the proposed development works.
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Appendix H: Qualifications and Experience of the Author

City & Guilds Horticulture- Arboriculture 1992

National Certificate Arboriculture 1995

National Diploma Arboriculture 1997

NPTC Chainsaw use

Lantra Basic Tree Surveying 2016

Arboricultural Association Intermediate Tree Inspection 2017
Lantra Professional Tree Inspection 2019

QTRA registered User 2019
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