
Heritage Statement 

This Heritage Statement has been updated by the new manager of Waddow Hall, 
Luke Gaskill with supporting information provided by a heritage statement issued by 
Sunderland Peacock Architects on behalf of the Waddow Heritage committee about 
planning for restoration works to the stone doorway. Advice has also been sought 
from the Waddow Heritage group and from Jenny Mitcalf (MPhil in Public Heritage 
& Cultural History).  

Waddow Hall is a grade II listed building that sits on a 178-acre site, and was 
designated as such in 1954, predating the current planning act 1990 – list entry 
1318094 and the list description for Waddow Hall is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hall was purchased by the Guide Association and the deeds were handed over 
in October 1928. It was acquired as a training centre for adult leaders and was 
managed by the Guider in Charge and a committee. During the Second World War, 
the Hall was used as a children’s isolation hospital and the land opposite the hall 
was used as a training ground by the armed forces. 

Following the end of the war, the hall was reopened as a training centre and many 
alterations and improvements have been made to the hall, including additional 
training rooms and a new kitchen and dining room. Ensuite facilities have also been 
added to the bedrooms. 

The Guide Association remain the custodians today and the site is used as an activity 
and training centre, providing a range of accommodation options and outdoor 
adventure activities for school groups and girl guides, as well as events, family 
receptions, corporate functions and meals for the public. 



Changes in the demands of modern girls and young people means that Waddow Hall 
is now more frequently used as a site for events of various scale and the business 
now supports 6 large-scale girl-only and community events a year with a further 30-
40 small-scale events and wedding receptions. The site has approximately 25000 
visitors per annum with 35% of these visitors attending events that the proposed 
marquee would support.  

The area of land designated for this structure has always been designated as an area 
for recreation and was indeed a tennis court when the site was previously a family 
home. Since the occupation of the Guide Association, the land has remained 
recreational and used for supporting activities such as fencing and teambuilding. 
The lie and levels of the surrounding land allows the proposed temporary structure 
to be disguised in part from an area of trees. No historic fabric will be affected by 
siting of the temporary structure being provided. The business continues to receive 
increased enquiries for larger events and the current facilities available are not 
suitable. A marquee has been provided on this site periodically over the past years, 
specifically over the past four years when providing more and more opportunity for 
educational tourism and improved social mobility within young people. 

There are few other sites locally able to provide such a venue and business and 
opportunities lost, including the secondary spend that tourists to our venue provide 
to the local town. The 12m x 15m structure has provided a flexible venue for many 
types of events for the last 3 years. It is a structure that can be dismantled annually 
for 1-3 months in a year for cleaning and maintenance if the need arises. It has 
supported the viability of the site by improving facilities on offer with all the related 
benefits and has allowed us to grow our community engagement, membership events 
and schools education business. Specific measures have been taken to reduce noise 
and light pollution and disruption has been minimised. The facility will not impact 
on landscape quality and is concealed by natural screening, if further planting is 
deemed necessary then we will put a plan in place to improve the site.   


