BB5 2TS

215t May 2021

Dear Mr Lewis

Re: Proposed developmentat 21 Knowsley Road, Wilpshire, BB1 9PX (central grid

reference: SD 68607 31995)

rvey at the above site. I understand that the

Thank you for your request for asa
Agd upper extensions to the existing dwelling house.

proposed development is for single

1.0 Background and Qualiﬁca

The survey was carried out by Pat Wa Janette Gazzard.

Pat Waring is a licensed great crested newt wesker(Class 2 licence), a licensed bat
worker (Class 2 licence), registered consult it of the Bat mitigation Class Licence, a

Chartered Environmentalist and a full membeggfthes€hartered Institute of Ecology and

Environmental Management, with a Bachelor of Sefenge degree in Biology.

Pat has been working as an ecological consultant fo iwenty-three years, most
recently as Director of Ecology Services UK Ltd. This gincludes provision of expert
advice and guidance to Statutory Nature Conservation Orgatisations, National Park
Authorities and Lancashire Police Authority, as well as the defivery of professional
fraining courses.

Pat has recognised and extensive experience and knowledge of
monitoring, condition assessment and impact assessment techniqués, these include

impact assessment in relation to bats, great crested newts, nestingirds and changes to
habitats, as well as ecological surveys and assessments.

Janette is a full member of Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmentgl—

Management, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Manage
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Pat and Janett&mi
outlmed in the CI

et the requirements for knowledge, skills and practical experience as

%?nmcal guidance series, Competencies for Species Surveys

This advice letter complies

Chartered Institute of Ecolo
Preliminary Ecological Ag,

ith national best practice guidance as outlined in:
Fand Environmental Management (2017) Guidelines for
. Second Edition. CIEEM, Hampshire.

1.1  Advisory Note

The information in this letter represénts_the professional opinion of an ecological
consultancy and does not constitute pFolessional legal advice. You may wish to seek
professional legal interpretation of th dlife legislation associated with this area of

work. =

The information, opinion and advice that EcolegyServices UK Ltd has prepared are true,

and have been prepared in accordance with the CIEEM Code of Professional Conduct.

Ecology Services UK Ltd confirms that the opifiensTexgressed are our true professional
bone fide opinions.

Ecology surveys are time-limited; as a rule survey fi
the season in which surveys took place. However, 1o
may increase or decrease in numbers and change beha

can generally be relied on for

species such as bats and birds

agencies will often accept survey results for 12-18 monthsg uf
country.

results of our surveys will remain current. Advice and recommendal
currency and its impacts on decision making are included in relevar

seetions below.

2.0 Methodology

In order to assess the likelihood of bats being present at the proposed devﬁgﬁé t site,
a visit was undertaken on the 18t May 2021. The proposed development sitesand close
surroundings were searched and assessed.

www.ecolo s, service.co.uk T 01995 61492 or 07752 397 624  E info@ecologyservice.co.uk
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of bat actu%g%éle site through the whole of the active season (April to October) or at

The survey was @

walls and hipped slate roof, withsrsingle storey fiat roof extension to the west and in-

built, lower ground garages on the > neith e elevatlon There is a single chimney with lead

present. These roof edge features offerve jzlmlted shelter for use by bats but some of
the larger gaps do provide high potentlal for useshy nesting birds. In addition, there are

2 nest boxes, one attached to the external walls on fhe east elevation of the building and

on attached to the garden railings in the rearsgardén.The nest box attached to the east
pa s during the survey. On the flat
aps behind these fascias that

elevation wall was occupied by nesting house spa

roof extension are plastic fascia boards. There aré
offer some limited potential for use by roosting bat

roofis underlined with

There is an accessible roof void above the main dwe c
modern roof membrane and part under boarded with lanfinated timber panels. The

floor is part boarded and rock wool insulation is present. g%Jl{%gf&f;@ld is open,
uncluttered and heavily cobwebbed and extensive mouse arél z#t droppings were also
found. A small amount of natural light spillage is present along th€ north elevation,

consistent with gaps observed during the external inspection. No sigas. of use by bats or
nesting birds were observed within the roof void.

The property lies within an established garden which has not been recengfg

aged.
There are numerous flowering plants and shrubs, including a number oFplantsisted on
the Schedule 9 non-native species list. These include Montbretia, Rhodode ) and
Wall Cotoneaster amongst the garden planting. Himalayan balsam is also pr
Showly Brook immediately adjacent to the proposed development site

21 Knowsley Road is situated within a residential area in the village of Wilpshir
are other properties with gardens immediately adjacent and in close proximity. Sh
Brook runs immediately adjacent to the east and there are open fields to the west.

&y
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street ligh€

Potential roosting features for hats are:

Night roosting

s Negligible potential - there &fe n

Day roosting

¢ Low potential - gaps associated witl¥Tagfcoverings, northern roof edge, and flat
roof fascia boards =

¢ Hibernation roosting - gaps associated wi erings and northern roof edge.

eof the features and their
Aer surveys for bats at this time

Low potential in the above examples reflects the o
environment. It is our professional judgement that fuct
are not warranted.

Nesting birds

An active house sparrow nest was observed within a nest bo Fed to the east
elevation. Blue tit, great tit, wren, dunnock and robin were all ¢bsefved singing and
foraging within the garden during the survey.

There is high potential for nesting birds to be present within gaps as:

building, bird boxes and garden vegetation during the nesting season (Feb
September).

Gefated with the
to

Other species

An adult common frog was found within the garden pond.
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Action Required

vidénce to suggest that bats
pest.a=eonstraint to the
proposeddevelopment.

Itis adv:se;Eégat there are
potentiai¥oosk features (gaps)
suitable foFbat#Fassociated with
roof coveugthem roof
edges and flat roofed fagcia
boards. In this locationsffd
landscape setting, t€se features
have low potential for bafsto_use
throughout the year. =

All bat species are afford
protection under The
Conservation of Habitats and™
Species (Amendment) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019

Advice (mitigation}:

All personnel involved in proposed development
works should be carefully advised about bats by
a professional Ecologist, so that all works are
undertaken with a clear understanding about
legal aspects, precautions to be adopted and
what to do if a bat is found. Prior to
development.

Advice (mitigation): As a precaution, it is
advised that when removal or disturbance of
potential roost features such roof coverings are
to take place, this should be done carefully by
hand. At all times.

%Advice (mitigation):

If bats are found at any time during the

_development, work must stop until advice has
ought from an appropriately experienced
ist. If the development will affect bats, a

cns

Table 1 Bats

www.ecclo |, service.co.uk
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Nesting birds
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Impacts /Predicted Impacts

Action Required

birds

House

sparrows

confirmed
! nesting

It is advised that there is high
Jpotential for birds to be nesting
_eithin the building, nest boxes and
en vegetation during the bird

Under tl_;%ldhfe and Countryside
mended), wild birds

injured er.c&ptdred, while their
nests and eggs are pr%cted from
being damaged, des_ %

There is no provmo&réhe

wildlife and Countrysidesct 1981
(as amended) for licerSiagime

disturbance of nesting b@gg

destruction of nests whiclrz

‘incidental result of an otherwise
lawful operation’ defence if it were
not possible to avoid an offence
being committed. This defence can
only be tested in court and it is
therefore important to ensure all
possible mechanisms for avoiding an
offence are considered.

Advice (mitigation): It is advised that
the most appropriate way to address the
risk to nesting birds is:

Avoid disturbance to the building, nest
boxes and vegetation during the nesting
season.

Or

If works cannot be delayed the proposed
work area should be carefully checked,
immediately prior to works commencing,
Checks should be carried out by a
suitably experienced ecologist. If the risk
of nesting birds remains, then
monitoring for nesting bird activity
should continue for the duration of
works. Prior to any work commencing
{checks) and throughout works in
nesting season (monitoring).

Advice (mitigation):

:;? orks are to be undertaken during the

nesting season, all people working at the

identifethem, the legal protection of

nesting.bi Jr%.%ﬁd their own
responsib#it

1mplemeﬁ§0
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Impacts /Predicted Impacts

Action Required

Table 2 Nesting Birds

Advice (mitigation):
If birds are found to be nesting within orin ,
close proximity to the work area during
proposed works, it will be necessary to
stop and establish an exclusion area. The
extent of the exclusion area, which should
be determined by a suitably experienced
ecologist, will depend on the bird species
and the nature of the proposed works. At
all times.

4.3 Non-native invasive plant speties

| Non-native Impacts | Action Required
invasive plant '
species
Cotoneaster, It is advised that tﬁgﬁ;ﬁ@sed Advice (mitigation): All personnel
Montbretiaand | development will ha involved in the proposed develepment
rhododendron | account of non-nativeigFasive works should be made aware of the
species plant species. presence of non-native plant species and
confirmed how to identify them, so that all works are
within the Proposed works to the buildng = undertaken with a clear understanding
garden will involve an amount of out legal aspects and working methods
planting. disturbance which could result @ grecautions to be adopted. Prior to any

the spread of non-native invasive | work.

Himalayn plant species which are listed on="
Balsam is Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and
present within | Countryside Act 1981 (as
Showly Brook amended).

be removed carefully
by hand and alEexeavated material (soil and

plants} should E?remov%from the site to a

licensed landfill as cagni_iﬁle% waste, or

burnt on a bonfire wher
nuisance to neighboursZ

smoke or odour. Prior t
work.

&itawill not cause

ough excessive

rid during any

www.ecolo.:

Table 3- Non-native invasive plant species
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Other species

Impacts /Predicted Impacts | Action Required

Proposed works will involve an Recommendation (mitigation):

amount of disturbance which All personnel involved in the proposed
could result in killing and/or development should be made aware of the
arming of common frog. likelihood of encountering common frog and
how to identify these animals. Prior to the
%matter of good practice development.

ﬁe autlags should be adopted to | Recommendation {mitigation):

i In order to minimise impacts to common
frog, potential sheltering features that are
likely to be affected by the development,
including areas of vegetation and stones,
should be removed carefully by hand,
avoiding where possible the hibernation
period (October to March). During
development.

Recommendation (mitigation):

Any common frogs encountered should be
carefully moved to a safe area of suitable
=—_ habitat, which should then remain
“gndisturbed. At all times.

Table 4 other species

Compliance with the actions outlined in Tables 1-3"#hu¥e will help to avoid committing

offences in relation to bats, nesting birds and non-naflueéplant species.

Precautionary measures such as those listed above are

Statutory Bodies, Local Planning Authorities and Professional ?cg%glsts as being
appropriate where there is a risk of protected species (i.e. bag
being present but further investigative surveys are not requiregf por to a planning

application.

ly regarded by

There are no constraints in relation to any other protected species

www.ecolouvservice.couk T 01995 61492 or 07752 397 624 € info@ecologyservice.co.uk
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Janette Gazzard=MEIEEM
Senior Ecologist
Ecology Services UK Ltd
Tel: 07842 694 618

View of rear (north) elevation. Red line indicates gaps present along roof e
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Nest box on east elevation, occupied by nesting house sparrows
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Example of Rhododendron present amongst garden planting
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