


With the B8 use there would not typically be any outside working save for the reception of delivery 
vehicles and unloading/loading of those vehicles. With the B2 use there is the potential for outdoor 
fabrication including cutting, welding, drilling and hammering etc  This would cause a different impact 
from that already experienced by the nearest neighbours. However, this can be controlled through a 
suitably worded planning condition that would require all manufacturing and fabrication to take place 
inside the building. If outside working is a requirement, then further assessment of this will be required 
in our opinion. 

For service yard operations and outside working it is evident that vehicle movements and unloading of 
the vehicles will not give rise to additional impacts above what is already allowable under a B8 type 
use. For manufacturing operations these should be restricted via a suitably worded planning condition 
to restrict these activities to within the building. 

Break-out of Manufacturing Sound from the Building 

The current B8 use allows for the storage and distribution of goods with the requested B2 use becoming 
general industrial. Specifically, the proposed occupant of the unit will be manufacturing fuel tanks which 
will use various types of equipment including CNC cutters, welders, cranes as well as small hand held 
tools including grinders, cutters and hammers to manufacture the tanks. The potential for higher noise 
emissions within the building is greater from a B2 use than with a B8. 

As already discussed, all manufacturing and fabrication should be carried out inside of the building and 
can be controlled through a suitably worded planning condition. We have undertaken some basic 
calculations to estimate the sound emission from the existing building with assuming a sound reduction 
of 25dB Rw for the walls and roof and 18dB Rw for the roller door when closed. 

In the absence of any survey data, we have calculated that the internal reverberant sound pressure 
level can reach a steady state of 97dB LpA(rev) and achieve a fa ade sound level of no greater than 
50dBA LAeq,t. Assuming 15dB attenuation for an open window this would equate to an internal level of 
35dB LAeq,t which is the target in BS8233:2014 for daytime spaces and would be also be no higher than 
the recommend garden sound level of 50-55dB LAeq,t. This assumes that the hours of operation are 
restricted to daytime hours only i.e. 07:00-23:00. 

Any working between 23:00-07:00 would require steady sound levels internally to the building to be 
around 92dB LpA(rev) and maximum instantaneous sound levels in the unit not exceeding 107dB LpA(rev) 
in order to achieve 30dB LAeq,t and 45dB LAFmax or less assuming 15dB attenuation for an open window. 

It is unlikely that sound levels of 97dB or 92dB LpA(rev) would be sustained within the manufacturing 
space, therefore we believe there is a low risk that the break-out of noise from manufacturing and 
fabrication will cause noise issues in either the daytime or night-time period except for maximum sound 
levels. These may exceed 107dB LAFmax on occasion depending on the activity so we would recommend 
night-time working be avoided for this reason as disturbances due to sudden impulsive noises may 
cause exceedances of the night-time LAFmax requirement internally 

Externally Located Plant Items
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APPENDIX 2 

Draft Noise Management Plan 

On-Site Measures 

Practical measures on site to reduce the noise impact will include, but is not limited to the following: - 

? No manufacturing or fabrication to take place outside in the service yard 

? All doors to remain closed during operational hours as much as practical. Doors should not 
remain open continuously. 

? Reversing beepers for goods vehicles and forklift trucks should be replaced with directional 
white noise reversing alarms or banksmen should be provided to aid reversing so reversing 
beepers can be turned off. 

? Hours of operation should be daytime only i.e. Monday-Friday 07:00-19:00 and Saturday 08:00- 
12:00 with no Sunday or Bank Holiday Working. 

? Site management should undertake regular site checks and inspections to ensure any noisy 
activity being undertaken is not significantly affecting nearby neighbours. This could take the 
form of on-site spot check measurements or subjective checks and descriptions. 

Plant Selection & Maintenance 

? All plant items (both internal and external) shall be selected to be as quiet as possible. 

? Plant shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer  requirements. 

? Where possible local screens when using bench tools and plant enclosures should be utilised 
to reduce noise levels within the building to avoid high reverberant sound levels. The screens 
should include some element of absorption to avoid reflecting sound around the internal space. 

? Checks of plant items before use should be made to tighten loose fittings, replace worn 
components to avoid rattles and squeaks etc  

? Defective or broken plant should not be used until it is either repaired or replaced. 

Staff Training 

? Staff should be trained to use all items of equipment appropriately. 
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? Staff should be reminded of the need to manage noise emissions from the site including closing 
doors, avoiding working outside or undertaking any other noisy activity that has the potential to 
cause nuisance to nearby neighbours.



Complaints Procedure 

? A noise complaints procedure should be implemented to address any complaints relating to 
noise from the site. 

? The procedure should be published on the company website to allow people and contact details 
should be provided. 

? The information that should be recorded should include: 

? Name, address and contact details of the complainant 

? Description of the nature and extent of their complaint including any specific detail 
regarding the activity i.e. HGV deliveries, hammering, cutting etc. to help identify the cause. 

? A description of the findings of any investigation carried out including any action taken. 

? A description of feedback given to the complainant. 

Records 

? Records of all site checks, maintenance, staff training and complaints shall be kept. The records 
should provide as much detail as possible including any remedial works undertaken. Records 
should be kept to demonstrate best practicable means are being complied with to aid in any 
defence against statutory noise nuisance notice. 

Review Period 

? The noise management plan, including any procedures associated with it, should be reviewed 
at regular intervals by company management. The period of review should be no less than 1 
year but also when significant changes occur to the operation of the site.


