


REASON: To ensure that flood risks from development to the future users of the land and neighbouring land 
are minimised, together with those risks to controlled waters, property and ecological systems, and to ensure 
that the development as constructed is compliant with and subsequently maintained pursuant to the 
requirements of Paragraph 165 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

The surface water discharge from the site has been reviewed in line with the SUDs hierarchy with the most 
sustainable outfall option selected. 

Development of the site will result in an increase of impermeable areas and therefore a corresponding increase 
in run-off volumes. The use of SUDs techniques to discharge the additional surface water has been evaluated 
below: 

The Building Regulations Approved Document H (2002) outlines a hierarchy of potential methods of disposing 
surface water from a site: 

? A soakaway; or where that is not practicable. 
? A watercourse or river; or where that is not practicable, 
? A sewer. 

The viability of each has been assessed below: 

? Soakaway: Regarding the consideration of soakaway infiltration methods for the disposal of surface 
water, Coopers (Chester) Ltd undertook a Site Investigation in October 2020 and found that the 
underlying strata is made up of impermeable cohesive clay and so soakaways will not be viable and 
can be discounted. 

? Watercourse  waterbodies: There are no watercourses or waterbodies within the site or in its 
immediate vicinity. 

? Sewers: A United Utilities surface water sewer is located within Pendle Drive, a public highway situated 
between the 2 development parcels. United Utilities have confirmed via a pre-development enquiry, 
that a connection to this sewer (at the greenfield QBAR rate) will be acceptable should the evaluation 
of more sustainable drainage options show soakaways and watercourse connections are not available/ 
viable. The drainage proposals for the 2 development parcels show surface water flows connecting to 
the public sewer in Pendle drive at the greenfield QBAR rate. 

Due to the cohesive nature of the underlying strata, as described above, discharging surface water flows via 
infiltration is not viable. There are no watercourses nearby so surface water shall connect to the nearby surface 
water sewer. 

DEFRAs non statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems states that proposed developments 
on previously developed (brownfield sites should control their peak flow as follows: 

? S3 For developments which were previously developed, the peak runoff rate from the development to 
any drain, sewer or surface water body for the 1 in 1 year rainfall event and the 1 in 100-year rainfall 
event must be as close as reasonably practicable to the greenfield runoff rate from the development 
for the same rainfall event but should never exceed the rate of discharge from the development prior 
to redevelopment for that event. 

The construction of the proposed development will result in an increase of impermeable areas and therefore a 
corresponding increase in surface water run-off. To ensure that the site poses no flood risk to proposed or 
existing properties a restriction of surface water run-off is required. 
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