


consideration when finalising the details of any surface water regulation system for 
this site. 

Informatives 

Informative 01 Ordinary Watercourse (Land Drainage) Consent 
Under the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended by the Flood & Water Management 
Act 2010), you need consent from the Lead Local Flood Authority if you want to build 
a culvert or structure (such as a weir or outfall) or carry out works within the banks of 
any ordinary watercourse which may alter or impede the flow of water, regardless of 
whether the watercourse is culverted or not. 
It is strongly advised that you obtain any required consent before or concurrently as 
you apply for planning permission to avoid delays. This is supported by paragraph 42 
of the National Planning Policy Framework which encourages parallel processing of 
other required consents. 
As a minimum, the applicant will be expected to: 

Carry out studies of the existing culvert/watercourse condition and capacity; 
Undertake an examination of the downstream condition and implications of the 
development proposal, and; 
Restrict surface water discharge rates so that the peak runoff rate from the 
development to the ordinary watercourse for the 100% (1 in 1-year) annual 
exceedance probability rainfall event and the 1% (1 in 100-year) annual 
exceedance probability rainfall event should never exceed the peak greenfield 
runoff rate for the same event. 

As per Lancashire County Councils Consenting and Enforcement Policy, it should be 
noted that the Lead Local Flood Authority will generally refuse consent to applications 
that seek to culvert an existing ordinary watercourse. This is in line with Environment 
Agencies guidance on protecting watercourses. 
You should contact the Flood Risk Management Team at Lancashire County Council 
to obtain Ordinary Watercourse Consent. Information on the application process and 
relevant forms can be found here: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/flooding/drains-and-sewers/alterations-to-a- 
watercourse/ 
For the avoidance of doubt, once planning permission has been obtained it does not 
mean that Ordinary Watercourse Consent will be given. The applicant must obtain 
Ordinary Watercourse Consent from Lancashire County Council before starting any 
works on site. Failure to do so may result in enforcement action and may result in 
issues for future adoption of the SuDS. Consent cannot be issued retrospectively 
by the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
Lead Local Flood Authority - Site-Specific Advice 

The following advice is provided to inform the applicant and the Local Planning 
Authority of our expectations at the discharge of conditions stage: 

1. The Lead Local Flood Authority accepts and acknowledges the previously 
agreed allowance of 30% for climate change, in line with the submitted and 
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