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The roof has been inspected from ground level with the assistance of a digital camera mounted on a 
10m camera pole. Within the life of the property the original roof covering (stone slab or slates) has 
been replaced with modern concrete tiles. The front roof pitch has not been disturbed or damaged by 
the chimney fire, there is notable moss, lichen and vegetation growth to the roof between tiles which 
may lead to water ingress over time, this is not linked to the event or as the operation of an insured 
peril. 

To the rear the original house has been extended with a rear off shoot, probably in the early C19th, 
this area has also had modern concrete tile installed. The off shoot roof incorporates two velux style 
timber framed windows with double glazed units. Due to the site being elevated to the rear, the roof 
for the rear off-shoot extends to approximately 1m above ground level and is easily accessed. We 
understand that during the fire the ownerl accessed the roof from the rear pitch and was attempting to 
fight the fire by pouring buckets of water down the chimney. The roof was also used to access the 
chimney by the fire service. A number of concrete tiles at the eaves have been damaged in the course 
of accessing the roof and fighting the fire, a temporary repair has been carried out. The roof adjacent 
to the chimney has not been disturbed. There are one or two partially broken tiles but the damage 
clearly pre-dates the incident. 

The lead flashing between the chimney and roof has been disturbed slightly on the front elevation with 
a section below the ridge tile having slipped, most likely as a result of foot traffic on the roof while 
fighting the fire. The lead soakers (strips of lead that lie under the tiles) could not be inspected and may 
have been affected by the heat from the chimney fire. 

The chimney is of stone block construction and generally appears to be in fair condition, an internal 
inspection of the chimney was not possible during our visit. One of the stone blocks has previously split 
and had a mortar repair carried out and there is some deterioration of the mortar to the rear side of the 
chimney. These issues predate the fire. The chimney stack is topped with two decorative clay pots 
which do not appear to be damaged by the fire, the flaunching (mortar securing the chimney pots) has 
cracked and come loose around the bottom of the front pot, this damage appears to be recent and I 
would suggest is linked to the fire. 

Internal   Roof 

An internal inspection of the roof space was carried out, via the loft hatch, the loft space is partially 
boarded out and could be accessed for a close up inspection. 

The wall that incorporates the chimney has been repointed in the past and there was no evidence of 
smoke escaping from the chimney and affecting the roof. There was evidence of water ingress to the 
roof, both recent and historic. Water has pooled on the ceiling structure (over the bedroom and landing) 
as a result of the efforts of the fire service and the owner. The area is in the process of drying out and 
the water should not cause any damage if dried out sympathetically. Readings with a damp meter 
showed the end of the ridge tile where it meets the wall is wet and there is evidence of some 
deterioration of the timber which pre-dates the fire. 

The roof has a mixture of older original timbers and later additions. The older timbers near the wall 
have been affected by wood boring insect infestation which has been present for some considerable 
time. Insect infestation only occurs in slightly damp timbers and would not happen in the time between 
the incident and our inspection and I would conclude that the damage due to the wood boring insects 
pre-dates the fire and should not be considered under the claim. Damp meter readings showed the 
insect affected timbers to be dry and this may be an historic infestation. A recommendation should be 
made to the insured to have a full roof survey carried out with recommendations for addressing wood 
boring insect damage and potentially replacement of timbers. 

As a result of the fire and actions taken to extinguish it, sympathetic drying of the timbers is required, 
no fire damage was noted and any works required to address damage to the older timbers should not 
be considered under the claim. 
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