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1.0 Introduction 

 
 Fusion CSE Limited was appointed by Pewter House Developments Limited to 

 carry out a structural survey of an existing agricultural building (used as barns), 

 with a view to determining the feasibility of converting the building to habitable 

 dwellings. 

 The inspection consisted of a visual inspection only. No intrusive investigation 

 was carried out and only areas that were readily visible and without obstruction 

 were inspected. 
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2.0 Findings  

 The barns consist of three duo-pitched steel portal frame structures which adjoin 

each other and are partially sheeted. Each structure consists of four bays (see 

photograph 1).  

 There is some blockwork and some timber infill between columns at lower level 

(see photograph 4) and in the absence of vertical bracing, it is considered that 

this is providing some longitudinal stability.  

 Existing roof purlins are timber, spanning between frames, and the roof covering 

is corrugated fibre cement panels (refer to photographs). 

 The structure is generally noted to be in sound condition. 

 Foundations are unknown and at ground level the covering is mainly concrete 

hardstanding (depth and make-up unknown) and raised plinths with some areas 

unfinished (see photograph 3). 
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3.0 Summary & Conclusion 
 
 The writer considers that the buildings are capable of conversion to habitable 

 space with limited structural work, which could be carried out within the existing 

 building footprint and without significantly impacting on the existing structure. 

 Some minor work to existing structure may be required, subject to  architectural 

 proposals and detailed design.  

 Foundations will need to be investigated and, depending on the final form, 

 some improvement works may need to be considered. 

  The structure currently relies on infill panels, sheeting and connections for 

 stability. It is considered that the proposed conversion work will have a positive 

 effect and enhance stability further. 
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1. Portal frames – concrete hardstanding, timber purlins, 4 bays 

 
 

 
2. Portal frame – mid structure, timber infill between columns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                             

22111-CS-01 August 2022 9 

 
 

 
3. Portal frame – unfinished gound 

 

 

 
4. Infill between columns longitudinally – timber sleepers and blockwork 
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Standard Terms 

 
1) This report is the property of Fusion CSE Limited and is confidential to the client designated in the 

report.  
2) Whilst it may be shown to his/her professional advisors, the contents are not to be disclosed to, or 

made use of, by any third party, without our express written consent. Without such consent we can 
accept no responsibility to any third party. 

3) We will consider the re-issue of the report in its original form to a third party within 6 months of the 
original report date for an administrative fee (currently £50.00 excluding VAT). Upon lapse of a 6-
month period the report can only be re-issued following a full reinspection, which will attract a full 
survey fee. 

4) We reserve the right to refuse copies of the report to any third party (other than those named 
above). We also reserve the right to amend our opinions in the event of additional information being 
made available at some future date. 

5) Whilst every effort will be made to fully inspect those parts of the building requested of us, no 
permanent or secured fixtures and fittings will have been removed. We will not have inspected 
woodwork or other parts of the structure which were covered, unexposed or inaccessible and we 
are unable to report that any such part of the property is free from defect. 

6) External elevations and the roof will be viewed from ground level, using binoculars where 
necessary.  

7) In the event that defects have been purposely concealed and not disclosed, for instance by recent 
re-decoration or placing of furniture, Fusion CSE Limited shall not accept responsibility or 
consequence for resulting undetected defects.  

8) Our inspection will not research the presence, or possible consequences, of contamination of the 
ground or buildings by any harmful substance. Many building materials in the past have contained 
asbestos, and our inspection will not therefore comment upon asbestos as this cannot be readily 
identified by a purely visual inspection. Should the client have concerns on this aspect then we 
would recommend that an independent specialist survey for asbestos is commissioned. 

9) We will not inspect plumbing, heating, electrical or gas installations, or the internal condition of any 
chimney, boiler or flue, and would recommend that these are inspected separately by suitably 
qualified people. 

10) We will not carry out a Flood Risk Assessment of the property unless specifically agreed in writing 
before carrying out the inspection. 

11) Fusion CSE Limited certify that they have carried out the works contained herein with due care and 
diligence to their best belief and knowledge based on the time and information available. Any report 
is based on an opinion in respect of the property at the date of inspection. It is not a guarantee that 
nothing will change in the future. 

12) This report is made on behalf of Fusion CSE Limited. By receiving it and acting on it, the client – or 
any third party relying on it – accepts that no individual is personally liable in contract, tort or breach 
of statutory duty (including negligence). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


