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Introduction

In June 2021 Batworker consultancy was commissioned to undertake a survey of 1
Ribblesdale Avenue, Wilpshire, Blackburn, BB1 9LY to assess the potential for use by
bats and breeding birds.

A daytime survey was carried out on 30" June 2021 to support residential development
plans.

A repeat survey was carried out on 2™ November 2022,

Survey and Site Assessment

Objectives of the survey

The survey was carried out to determine roost potential of the building, current usage by
bats, and other protected species, of the site and to establish status of the bat species

using the site prior to development work being carried out.
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A central grid reference for the site is SD6938533143



Pre Existing data on local bat species

A search of the MAGIC (www.magic.gov.uk) website revealed no EPS licence
applications within a 1km radius.

From personal experience of surveying for and researching bats in Lancashire,

Yorkshire and Cumbria, the following species were considered.

Common Pipistrelle — known to roost on sites where suitable foraging habitat is
available.

Soprano Pipistrelle — known to roost on sites where suitable foraging habitat is available.
Whiskered/Brandt's — species often found roosting in buildings close to woodland.

Natterer's — a typical upland bat with foraging bats being recorded high on heather
moorland. Often roosting in barns.

Daubenton's — a species commonly associated with aquatic habitats.

Long Eared bat — a woodland species which has been recorded foraglng over in bye
meadows and rough grassland sites. Often roosting in barns.

Halqitat

The property is located on the urban fringe with surrounding habitat a mosaic of mature
domestic gardens, mature deciduous tree cover, and improved and semi improved
grassland with some hedgerow present on field boundaries.

Connectivity to the wider landscape is good. Bat foraging potential is low to moderate.



Survey Results
Visual Inspection - Bats

The property was assessed as offering negligible roosting potential with no obvious gaps
or crevices suitable for roosting bats. The building is well sealed and well maintained.

No physical evidence of bats grease marks or urine splashing was recorded on or
around the buildings despite suitable horizontal surfaces being present and undisturbed.

No evidence of roosting bats was observed on the exterior of the buildings.

Visual Inspection — Nesting birds

No evidence of nesting birds was recorded.

Evaluation of the results

No evidence of use by bats was recorded during the survey and the building was
assessed as offering negligible roosting potential due to a lack of potential roosting

features and the general well maintained and well sealed nature of the property.

Given the lack of roosting potential it is considered that the development proposals do
not risk negative impacts on roosting bats.
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From Bat Survey Guidelines 3™ Edition
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Bats and the Law

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, principally those relating to powers and penalties,
have been amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
(CRoW Act). The CRoW Act only applies to England and Wales.

Section 9(1)
It is an offence for any person to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bat.

Section 9(4)(a)
It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly* damage, destroy or obstruct access to any
place that a wild bat uses for shelter or protection.

(*Added by the CRoW Act in England and Wales only)

This is taken to mean all bat roosts whether bats are present or not.

Section 9(4)(b)
It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly* disturb any wild bat while it is occupying
a structure or place that it uses for shelter or protection.
(*Added by the CRoW Act in England and Wales only)

The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994

Section 39(1)

It is an offence

(a) deliberately to capture or kill any bat

(b) deliberately to disturb any bat

(d) to damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of any bat.

The difference between this legislation and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the
use of the word 'deliberately’ rather than 'intentionally’. Also disturbance of bats can be

anywhere, not just at a roost. Damage or destruction of a bat roost does not require the
offence to be intentional or deliberate.



