
 

Conkers Day Nursery,  
Dewhurst Road,  
Langho,  
Blackburn,  
Lancashire BB6 8AF 

1.0	 Introduction 
	 This Planning Statement is submitted in support of a Section 73 application to vary the 

existing planning permission at Conkers Day Nursery. The nursery currently operates with 
consent to care for up to 74 children aged 0–4 years. 

	 This application seeks a modest variation to: 
	 •	 Extend the permitted age range to include children up to 16 years old; and 
	 •	 Confirm that formal education may be provided on site in addition to nursery care. 

	 No changes are proposed to: 
	 •	 The maximum number of children (74); 
	 •	 Operating hours (7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Friday); 
	 •	 The layout, footprint, or external areas of the site; 
	 •	 Access or parking arrangements. 

	 The proposal introduces functional flexibility within an established educational setting, 
enabling the site to continue serving the local community effectively, without increasing 
intensity or physical impact. 

2.0	 Existing Permission 
	 The site currently benefits from planning consent to operate as a children’s day nursery 

with: 
	 •	 Provision for children aged 0–4 years; 
	 •	 A maximum of 74 children on site at any time; 
	 •	 Operating hours of 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, year-round. 

	 These conditions reflect the nursery’s existing Ofsted registration and long-standing 
successful operation. 
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Dear Lorem, 

Re: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor 
in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia non ob ea soluad 
incom dereud facilis est er expedit distinct. Nam liber te conscient to factor tum poen 
legum odioque civiuda et tam. Neque pecun modut est neque nonor et imper ned libidig 
met, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed ut labore et dolore magna aliquam is nostrud 
exercitation ullam mmodo consequet. Duis aute in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur.  
At vver eos et accusam dignissum qui blandit est praesent. Trenz pruca beynocguon 
doas nog apoply su trenz ucu hugh rasoluguon monugor or trenz ucugwo jag scannar.  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Wa hava laasad trenzsa gwo producgs su IdfoBraid, yop 
quiel geg ba solaly rasponsubla rof trenzur sala ent dusgrubuguon. Offoctivo immoriatoly, 
hawrgaxeeis phat eit sakem eit vory gast te Plok peish ba useing phen roxas. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Eslo idaffacgad gef trenz beynocguon quiel ba trenz Spraadshaag ent trenz 
dreek wirc procassidt program. Cak pwico vux bolug incluros all uf cak sirucor hawrgasi 
itoms alung gith cakiw nog pwicos. 
Plloaso mako nuto uf cakso dodtos anr koop a cupy uf cak vux noaw yerw phuno. Whag 
schengos, uf efed, quiel ba mada su otrenzr swipontgwook proudgs hus yag su ba 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard A Storah
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Supporting Information 

3.0	 Proposed Variation 
	 We are seeking to broaden the scope of the existing permission in two specific ways: 

1. Age Range Extension:  
The proposal seeks permission to widen the age range of children attending the setting to 
0–16 years. This will enable the site to provide care and education to children of primary 
and secondary school age in addition to its existing early years offer. 

	 This flexibility allows the setting to adapt to a broader educational need in the area, 
including support for those whose learning has been disrupted or who may benefit from 
an alternative learning environment. The site would continue to offer a high-quality 
educational experience, grounded in existing good practice. 

 
2. Inclusion of Formal Education: 

	 Formal education will be delivered on site by appropriately qualified staff, following age-
appropriate curriculum frameworks. Educational provision may include core subjects and 
thematic learning, in both structured and flexible formats. 

	 The applicant confirms that no more than two-thirds of the 74 places—a maximum of 50 
children—would be used for formal education at any one time. The remaining places 
would continue to be used for early years nursery care. 

	 This ensures the site remains fully within the scope of its original planning parameters, 
while enabling it to respond more flexibly to local demand. 

	 The applicant does not seek a condition that requires nursery-age children to be present 
at all times. Instead, a balanced and needs-led approach is proposed, with provision 
adjusted over time as appropriate and as needs of the children nd community dictate. 

4.0	 Operational Details 
	  

•	 Occupancy: The maximum number of children remains at 74. 
	 •	 Education Provision: No more than 50 of the 74 places will be used for formal 	 	

	 education at any one time. 
	 •	 Operating Hours: Unchanged – 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. 
	 •	 Session Types: Children may attend full- or half-day sessions, including a mix of 	 	

	 nursery care and formal education. 
	  
	 There will be no changes to staffing ratios or regulatory compliance, which will remain 

aligned with Ofsted expectations for the age ranges served. 
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5.0	 Use of Space 
	 No physical alterations are proposed. Internal areas will be used flexibly to accommodate 

children of different ages, with appropriate separation and supervision. 

	 The balance between age groups will vary depending on enrolment, but overall 
occupancy will never exceed 74. 

	 •	 The main front area of the site is a designated play space and not used for parking. 
	 •	 The site has 5 off-street parking spaces within its title. 
	 •	 On-street parking is available nearby without restriction. 
	 •	 A private agreement is in place with Langho Football Club for use of their car park, 

which is typically vacant during nursery/school hours as the club operates predominantly 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

	 As the number of children on site remains unchanged, no increase in traffic generation or 
parking demand is expected. 

6.0	 Ofsted Context and Educational Quality 
	 The most recent Ofsted inspection (December 2023) rated the setting ‘Good’ across all 

areas. Key strengths include: 
	 •	 A well-sequenced and ambitious curriculum; 
	 •	 A calm and purposeful learning environment; 
	 •	 High levels of child engagement and communication development; 
	 •	 Strong leadership and inclusive ethos. 

	 These characteristics provide a strong foundation for extending provision to a wider age 
range, while retaining the setting’s high standards of care and education. 

7.0	 Planning Policy Context 
	 The proposal does not involve a material change of use. The site remains in Class F1 

(Learning and Non-Residential Institutions) and will continue to be used for its intended 
educational purpose. 

	 The proposal supports: 
	 •	 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) aims to promote healthy, inclusive, and 		

	 well-served communities; 
	 •	 The need for flexibility and innovation in educational delivery; 
	 •	 Local strategic objectives to improve access to learning opportunities for all age 	 	

	 groups. 

7.0	 Conclusion 
	 This proposal introduces a proportionate and clearly defined variation to the existing 

permission. It does not increase the number of children or operational hours, and it 
introduces no physical or material changes to the site. 

	 In summary: 
	 •	 The number of children remains at 74 maximum; 
	 •	 No more than 50 children will receive formal education at any time; 
	 •	 The site continues to operate within Class F1; 
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	 •	 There is no intensification of use or amenity impact; 
	 •	 The proposal ensures the site remains flexible, sustainable, and locally valuable. 

	 We respectfully request that the local planning authority supports this application as a 
measured and policy-aligned adjustment to an already successful and community-
focused educational setting. 

prepared by 

Mathew Benson 
Architect RIBA
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