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     1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Pennine Ecological have been commissioned to undertake a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 
assessment for a proposed access track at Simonstone Lane, Simonstone, Ribble Valley, 
Lancashire, England, BB12 7NP. 
 
To address the anticipated loss of low distinctiveness habitats as a result of the proposed 
development a biodiversity net gain (BNG) assessment has been undertaken to determine whether 
a 10% gain can be achieved. This is in line with both National and Local Planning Policy ((Schedule 
7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 
2021)). 

Baseline conditions were assessed by Robert Leatham on 02/04/2025.  

The assessment has been undertaken to support the LPA in making an informed decision on 
whether the proposal will be able to achieve the required 10% net gain. 

This document should be read in conjunction with the following documents: 

1. Pennine Ecological (2025). Evesons Barn - 
The_Statutory_Biodiversity_Metric_Calculation_Tool_-_Macro_enabled 

2. Pennine Ecological (2025). Evesons Barn - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

3. Evesons Barn Proposed GA 
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     4. BNG PROPOSALS 

The current proposals will result in a 90.45% net loss, therefore, failing the required 10% biodiversity 
net gain to satisfy National and Local Planning Policy.  

An additional 0.12 habitat units and 0.01 hedgerow units are required to achieve a 10% net gain. 
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Appendix A: Condition Assessments   

Grassland condition assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A

No

B

No

C

Yes

D

Yes Based on pre-development 
photographic and Google Earth 
evidence.

E 

Yes

F

Yes

G

Yes

No

5

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Good (3)

Moderate (2)

Poor (1)

Yes

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including 
passing essential criterion A

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including 
passing essential criterion A

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; 
OR 
Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding 
criterion A)

Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum  is less than 20%.

There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species
3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA4).

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No)

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result (out 
of 7 criteria)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m2 present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include 
those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good 
condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high 

distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m2 (excluding 
those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess whether the 
grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where a grassland is 
classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant condition sheet. 

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 
cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to live and 
breed. 

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered scrub 
such as bramble Rubus fruticosus  agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the relevant 
scrub habitat type.

Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage 
include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high levels 
of access, or any other damaging management activities.

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a 

concentration of rabbit warrens)2.





 

 

Appendix B: Figures 

Figure 1: UKHabs Baseline Map 

 



 

 

 

Figure 2: UKHabs Proposed Site Layout 

 



 

 

Figure 2: Evesons Barn Proposed GA 

 




