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Executive Summary 
 

 As part of a proposed planning application with Ribble Valley Borough Council concerning 
land off Pendle Street East, Tyrer Ecological Consultants were commissioned to assesses the 
site in relation to Biodiversity gain and undertake a baseline condition assessment of the 
habitats present on site. This process follows on from a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 
carried out at the site in January 2025, which identified, mapped and assessed the habitats 
present within the red line boundary.  

 

This report does not aim to fully satisfy the biodiversity gain condition, but to provide 
information to decision makers regarding the ‘baseline value’ of the site, and to supply the 
required information under national guidelines pertaining to validation in relation to biodiversity 
net gain; where necessary, a BNG Assessment will be completed prior to the determination of 
this application. 

 
Proposals are understood to involve the redevelopment of the land with the erection of 19 
dwellings with associated landscaping and creation of a new access road. 
 
Strategic significance  
 
The site is not considered to host any habitats which would be considered statically significant 
under the Lancashire Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  
 
Irreplaceable habitats 
 
The site does not host any irreplaceable habitats as outlined under The Biodiversity Gain 
Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations 2024. 
 
Habitat degradation 
 
No habitat degradation is known to have taken place since the relevant date of January 30th 
2020. 
 
Baseline habitats 
 
The site is host to the following biodiversity value:  

 

• Habitat: 4.82 

• Hedgerow: 0.00 

• Watercourse: 0.00 
 

Intended approach  
 
Owing to the extent of medium distinctiveness habitats present on site it is unlikely that 
proposals will satisfy Rule 1 in relation to the trading rules through only onsite habitat creation 
and enhancement. 
 
See Section 7.0 for further details.   
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1.0 Introduction & Scope 
 
1.1 As part of a proposed planning application with Ribble Valley Borough Council concerning 

land off Pendle Street East, Tyrer Ecological Consultants were commissioned to assess the 
site in relation to the Biodiversity Gain pre-commencement planning condition and undertake 
a baseline condition assessment of the habitats present on site. This process follows on from 
a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) carried out at the site in January 2025, which 
identified, mapped and assessed the habitats present within the red line boundary.  
 

1.2 This report does not aim to fully satisfy the biodiversity gain pre-commencement planning 
condition, but to provide information to decision makers regarding the ‘baseline value’ of the 
site, and to supply the required information under national guidelines pertaining to validation 
in relation to the condition. Where necessary, a full Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment 
will be completed prior to the determination of this application. 

 
1.3 Proposals are understood to involve the redevelopment of the land with the erection of 19 

dwellings with associated landscaping and the creation of a new access road. See Figure 1.1 
for a proposed outline landscape plan. 
 

 
 

Figure 1.1 – Proposed site plan (© Highall Developments) 
 

1.4 In line with the above it is considered that land off Pendle Street East is likely not exempt from 
the biodiversity gain condition, therefore in line with national and local policies the site has 
been assessed in relation to biodiversity net gain.  

 
1.5 This baseline Biodiversity Assessment relies on information gathered during the PEA and site 

survey (see External Appendices) as well as from third-party plans associated with the 
scheme (see Point 2.7 of this report for key third-party data sources). 
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2.7 Key third-party data sources and / or information used to inform this BNG assessment include: 
 

• Proposed Site Plan (PSES.P.CL.01 - Colour Layout - Rev A) © Highall 
Developments 

 

• Proposed Site layout (PSES.P.CSL.01 - CAD Site Layout) © Highall 
Developments 

 
2.8 The results, conclusions and recommendations of this report have been assessed by Mrs. K. 

Wilding, Director of Tyrer Ecological Consultants Ltd, and her assessment concurs with the 
findings and recommendations of Miss. J. Collins, as well as with other Senior consultants 
within the company. 
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3.0 Limitations 
 
3.1 Third-party information was utilised in the completion of the Biodiversity Net Gain assessment 

(see Point 2.7); therefore, Tyrer Ecological Consultants Ltd cannot be held accountable for 
any possible discrepancies within supporting information. 

 
3.2 The habitat codes of UK Habitats are not, at present, fully aligned with the Biodiversity Metric 

Calculator. Translations have, therefore, been made between the two categorisations by the 
assessor, who aims to most accurately represent the biodiversity value of the site and the 
habitats present. 

 
3.3 Measurements have been calculated utilising software such as ‘QGIS’ (a Geographic 

Information System or GIS), aerial imagery and third-party plans provided by the applicant, all 
of which may have varying levels of inaccuracy, and as such Tyrer Ecological Consultants Ltd 
cannot be held accountable for any discrepancies between habitat areas (ha) or linear features 
(km) stated in this report and other documentation pertaining to the site. 

 
3.4 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric allows for an area / length accuracy to any number of decimal 

places, however ‘Total area’/ ‘Total length’ is displayed to two decimal places, this may result 
in small rounding discrepancies on large sites with many small parcels of habitat. However, 
the metric uses the true value entered into each row to calculate the overall unit change of the 
site, thus while rounding discrepancies may be displayed under ‘Total area’/ ‘Total length’ 
these discrepancies do not impact the results of the calculation tool; these discrepancies 
should be taken into account by both the practitioner and reviewer in line with the above.  

 
3.5 In considering possible limitations, no significant constraints were experienced which might 

adversely influence the results, conclusions, and recommendations of this BNG assessment, 
the results of which have been presented in accordance with the rules and principles of use 
to the satisfaction of the assessor based on the information available. 
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4.0 Strategic Significance & Irreplaceable habitats 
 
4.1 The Lancashire Local Nature Recovery Strategy4 (LNRS) was accessed and used to assess 

the strategic significance of the site; the red line boundary does not fall within either the 
Woodland Ecological Network or Grassland Ecological Network, therefore in line with these 
resources no habitats on site have been identified as ‘strategically significant’ at the baseline.  
 

 

Figure 4.1 – Location of site on the Lancashire LNRS map (© Lancashire County Council) 
 

4.2  No irreplaceable habitats as defined under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable 
Habitat) Regulations 2024 were identified within the redline boundary as part of the PEA.  

 
  

 
4 See: Nature Recovery Interactive Map 
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5.0 Habitat Degradation  
 
5.1 No habitat degradation is known to have taken place since the relevant date of January 30th, 

2020; thus, the baseline information has been gathered from the site visit on the 29th January 
2025. 
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7.0 Intended Approach  
 

7.1 Owing to the extent of medium distinctiveness habitats present on site, it is unlikely that 
proposals will satisfy Rule 1 in relation to trading rules through only onsite habitat creation and 
enhancement.  

  
7.2 The applicant thus intends to achieve the required 10% net gain through a mixture of onsite 

and offsite habitat creation/enhancement.  
 
7.3 Onsite units will be finalised upon the completion of landscaping drawings, following 

consultation with the ecologist and prior to the completion of the habitat creation/enhancement 
tabs within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Tool. 

 
7.4 The client also plans to utilise another area under their ownership to offset the loss onsite 

subject to a further survey to determine the habitat baseline of the offsite area.  
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