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Lower Reaps Farm, Whinney Lane, Mellor , BB2 7EL. Application No. /2025/0508 and 
3/2025/0507 
 
Dear Ms Cullen, 
 
Thank you for notifying the Council for British Archaeology (CBA) about the above application. 
Based on the information supplied with the application, we offer the following observations 
and advice to assist your authority in determining the application. 
 
Significance 
 
Lower Reaps Farm dates from the early 17th century and has phases of development from 
the 18th and 19th centuries, all of which contribute to its significance as a typical agricultural 
holding in this area of north-west England. Its national importance as such is established by 
its designation at a Grade II Listed building (NHLE No. 1362343). The historic agricultural 
structures within the farmhouse’s curtilage should be viewed as curtilage listed. 
 
The principal barn is a highly significant structure within this agricultural range. The central 
core of the structure is likely to be roughly contemporary with the earliest phases of the 
farmhouse. The extensions and adaptations made to the original core hold evidential value 
about the agricultural practices in the area over hundreds of years and the economic fortunes 
of the site. This makes a considerable contribution towards the site’s significance. 
 
Comments 
 
The CBA have commented on two previous applications for Lower Reaps Farm, making the 
above appraisal of the site’s significance and the contribution of the barn to the listed site. 
The CBA support the conversion of the barn into a single dwelling with a reduced level of 
internal subdivision than the currently consented scheme.  








