
 

 

   

SUPPORTING STATEMENT: 
SITE SPECIFIC SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION INCORPORATING DESIGN & ACCESS 

STATEMENT 

 
1. Site Details 
 

Site Name: Airwave mast 
‘Dunsop Trout 
Farm’ 

Site Address: Airwave Radio Tower site at: 
Land at Dunsop Trout Farm, Dunsop 
Bridge Clitheroe BB7 3AX 

National Grid 
Reference: 

365548,449827 

Site Ref Number: LNC013 
EAS0059 

Site Type:1 MACRO - GREENFIELD 

 
2. Pre-Application Check List 
 
Site Selection (for New Sites only) 
(Would not generally apply to upgrades/alterations to existing site including redevelopment 
or replacement of an existing site to facilitate an upgrade or sharing with another operator)   
 

Was a local planning authority mast register available to 
check for suitable sites by the operator or the local 
planning authority? 

 No 

If no explain why: 
The proposal makes use of an existing and established telecommunications site 

Were industry site databases checked for suitable sites by 
the operator: 

 No 

If no explain why: 
N/A  

 
Site Specific Pre-application consultation with local planning authority 
 

Was there pre-application contact:    Yes 

Date of pre-application contact: 19th August 2025 

Name of contact:  

Summary of outcome/Main issues raised:  Correspondence and supporting documentation confirmed 
as having been delivered electronically. No further feedback received  

 
Community Consultation 
 

Rating of Site under Traffic Light Model: Red  Amber  Green 

Outline of consultation carried out: 
A Traffic Light Rating has been carried out to help assess the appropriate level of consultation, and 
using this process, the proposals have been categorised Green. In accordance with the code of best 
practice the following were also consulted on the 19th of August 2025  
Ribble Valley Borough Council Ward Councillors – Chipping Ward 
Councillor Simon Hore. Email:  
Bowland Forest (Higher) Parish Council 
Clerk – Charles Stephenson.  
Local MP 
N/A 

 
1 Macro or Micro 



Summary of outcome/main issues raised (include copies of relevant correspondence): 
Correspondence and supporting documentation confirmed as having been delivered electronically and 
read. 

Councillor Hore confirmed receipt on 26/08/2025 and commented: 

‘Thank you for your email as part of the prior consultation process. At this stage I have no concern over 
the proposal but will leave it to the planning department to comment once you submit your planning 
application. Thank you for keeping us updated on your proposals.’ 

 Bowland Forest (Higher) Parish Council advised on 26/08/2025: 

‘The Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council currently has no objections to the proposals you 
have shared.’ 

No further feedback received 

School/College 

Location of site in relation to school/college (include name of school/college): 
The following schools are all within 300m of the site: 

Outline of consultation carried out with school/college (include evidence of consultation): 
N/A 

Summary of outcome/main issues raised (include copies of main correspondence): 
N/A 

Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for Defence/Aerodrome 
Operator consultation (only required for an application for prior  
approval) 

Will the structure be within 3km of an aerodrome or airfield? No 

Has the Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for 
Defence/Aerodrome Operator been notified? 

No 

Details of response: N/A 

Developer’s Notice 

Copy of Developer’s Notice enclosed? Yes 

Date served: 04.09.2025 

3. Proposed Development

The proposed site: 

Background: 
The existing site was developed by Airwave Solutions Ltd (Airwave) who currently operate the UK wide 
emergency services network and will continue until the expiry date of its operating licence. The existing 
tower, which is on a site with a long-established telecommunications use, is integral to their network and 
will remain so for several years to come.  
On 15th July 2021 planning permission was granted under application reference 3/2021/0571 for the 
proposed use of the site for the new Emergency Services Mobile Communications Programme (ESMCP) 
which is the Home Office led programme responsible for the new Emergency Services Network (ESN). It 
aims to provide a 4G integrated voice and broadband data communications service for the 3ES: Police, 
Fire & Rescue and Ambulance Services. ESN has initially been deployed by enhancing an existing 
commercial network configured to give the 3ES priority over other users. This component of the ESN is 





 

 

   

by the land to the rear/west which has mature tree cover rising steeply from around 120m ASL up to 234m 
ASL. There are a number of minor roads in the area running through Dunsop Bridge. The area is 
predominantly rural in nature with predominant land uses being for farming purposes with a smattering of 
residential buildings along with a school, pub and church within the village. The site itself is set within a 
substantial commercial trout farm operation. 
 
The Existing 15.7m tower Site 

.  
Site as viewed from main entrance to Dunsop Trout Farm:  

 
 
Proposed Development: 
 
For further detail see the following attachment to the application: 
LNC013 – EAS0059 Drawing Nos.  LNC013_GA__01, 02, 03, 04, and 05_V.2 



 

 

   

 

Enclose map showing the cell centre and adjoining cells if appropriate: 

Please see attached the Technical justification document pack EAS0059_VF_24163_0. Plots .pdf 
forming a part of this application along with coverage plots clearly demonstrating the technical need for 
this site 

 

Type of Structure (e.g. tower, mast, etc):                            existing 15.7m lattice tower 

Description:  
The proposed development is as shown on attached drawings LNC013_GA__01, 02, 03, 04, and 
05_V.2.  
This will comprise the existing 15.7m lattice being extended by 5m to create a 20.7m tower.  
The existing Airwave antennae and dishes with cabling will be relocated to the top of the existing, 
extended tower at a height of 20.7m to the underside. 
The existing 3 x ‘ESN-EAS’ antennae are to be relocated to a height of 18.3m(to the centre line) along 
with the 2 x 600mm transmission dishes at heights of around 16.1m and 18.3m. 
The installation of 3 x new ‘SRN’ antennae at 13.3m to the centre line. 
The installation of 3 x new ancillary SRN ‘RRU’ units below the SRN antennae at 9.3m to the centre 
line 
At ground level there will be an additional 3 x equipment cabinets housing electronic apparatus and an 
electricity meter cabinet for SRN uses. 
An existing ‘ESN-EAS’ VSAT dish mounted on a tripod at ground level will be slightly relocated closer 
to the tower. 
There will be additional ancillary equipment and cabling, all as shown on the drawings 
LNC013_GA__01, 02, 03, 04, and 05_V.2. forming a part of this application. 
 

Overall Height:                                                     Existing lattice tower to be extended to 20.7m in height 

Height of existing mast (where applicable): 20.7 Metres 

Equipment Housings:   

The installation of 3 x SRN cabinets 
1 x Ericsson 6130 cabinet  
1 x Commscope PSC cabinet 
1 x Commscope Linkc A/C Mk 4 cabinet 

 
                1100x650x700mm 

708x787x1769mm 
1532x600x500mm 

Existing 1.2m VSAT dish on ground based tripod to be relocated by 
around 1m 

 

Materials (as applicable): 

Tower/mast etc – type of material and external 
colour: 

Galvanised steel - grey 
 

Equipment housing – type of material and 
external colour: 

Steel cabins and cabinets – All grey in colour.  
 

 

Reasons for choice of design: 
The applicant gives due regard in designing all sites to limit visual impact through good design. The 
existing 15.7m tower is not of sufficient height to support the new SRN equipment required for the 
deployment of the latest 4G technologies and the existing EAS and Airwave Tetra technologies.  
The existing tower was developed in 2021 specifically as a four-legged tower which can then be more 
easily extended and deployed to provide the proposed SRN 4G commercial services in the local area 
The proposed extended 20.7m mast is required to provide the coverage to the target roads and environs 
within the cell area. The lattice mast is the default structure employed in the roll out as it can accommodate 
the required antennae and is able to be shared by other operators or users in the future should they wish 
to deploy antennas to improve coverage locally. It is considered that the appearance of the new antennae 
and dishes on the tower and additional ground level apparatus consisting of cabinets, would not seriously 
impact on the visual amenity of the area; the site is located in a remote rural  location of away from any 
settlements, with limited visual impact from most public vantage points 
The lattice mast is a suitable design where sites have the benefit of a backdrop or foreground screening, 
as the open framework sits against the existing vegetation with minimal additional visual impact. The 
naturally moss green finish will blend in well with the surrounding screening, as existing.  











 

 

   

120. The number of radio and electronic communications masts, and the sites for such installations, 
should be kept to a minimum consistent with the needs of consumers, the efficient operation of the 
network and providing reasonable capacity for future expansion. Use of existing masts, buildings and 
other structures for new electronic communications capability (including wireless) should be 
encouraged. Where new sites are required (such as for new 5G networks, or for connected transport 
and smart city applications), equipment should be sympathetically designed and camouflaged where 
appropriate.  
121. Local planning authorities should not impose a ban on new electronic communications 
development in certain areas, impose blanket Article 4 directions over a wide area or a wide range of 
electronic communications development, or insist on minimum distances between new electronic 
communications development and existing development. They should ensure that: a) they have 
evidence to demonstrate that electronic communications infrastructure is not expected to cause 
significant and irremediable interference with other electrical equipment, air traffic services or 
instrumentation operated in the national interest; and b) they have considered the possibility of the 
construction of new buildings or other structures interfering with broadcast and electronic 
communications services.  
122. Applications for electronic communications development (including applications for prior approval 
under the General Permitted Development Order) should be supported by the necessary evidence to 
justify the proposed development. This should include: a) the outcome of consultations with 
organisations with an interest in the proposed development, in particular with the relevant body where 
a mast is to be installed near a school or college, or within a statutory safeguarding zone surrounding 
an aerodrome, technical site or military explosives storage area; and b) for an addition to an existing 
mast or base station, a statement that self-certifies that the cumulative exposure, when operational, 
will not exceed International Commission guidelines on non-ionising radiation protection; or c) for a 
new mast or base station, evidence that the applicant has explored the possibility of erecting antennas 
on an existing building, mast or other structure and a statement that self-certifies that, when 
operational, International Commission guidelines will be met.  
123. Local planning authorities must determine applications on planning grounds only. They should 
not seek to prevent competition between different operators, question the need for an electronic 
communications system, or set health safeguards different from the International Commission 
guidelines for public exposure. 
Paragraph 2 – 8  of the NPPF states ‘Achieving sustainable development means that the planning 
system has three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually 
supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across each of the different 
objectives): a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, 
by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right time to 
support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision 
of infrastructure; b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring 
that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future 
generations; and by fostering well-designed, beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and 
open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural 
well-being; and c) an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic 
environment; including making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural resources 
prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including 
moving to a low carbon economy’.  
For decision-taking this means at 2.11:  
‘c) approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date development plan without delay; 
or d) where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which are most important 
for determining the application are out-of-date8 , granting permission unless: i. the application of 
policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets of particular importance7 provides a strong 
reason for refusing the development proposed; or ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would 
significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this 
Framework taken as a whole…’ 
Throughout the NPPF there is strong support for sustainable development which is summed up in 
paragraph 11.   
The NPPF at 10:119-123 that local planning authorities should support the expansion of electronic 
communications networks, including telecommunications. 



 

 

   

Compliance with Planning Policy  
The NPPF clearly highlights the government’s positive stance regarding telecommunications and 
broadband development and notes the environmental and social benefits telecommunications can 
provide.  
The proposed telecommunications redevelopment fully complies with the objectives of the NPPF, 
making use as it does of an existing and established communications site and avoiding the risk of the 
further proliferation of masts in the area. The proposal complies with Local Policy whereby the proposal 
has been designed to minimise the effect on the Forest of Bowland AONB whilst contributing to 
essential infrastructure improvements for commercial services in the area.   
The NPPF states that local planning authorities should support the expansion of electronic 
communications networks, including telecommunications and high-speed broadband. It acknowledges 
that high quality communications infrastructure is essential for sustainable economic growth. The 
NPPF also highlights that the development of high-speed broadband technology also plays a vital role 
in enhancing the provision of local community facilities and services.  
Code of Best Practice on Mobile Phone Network Development in England (November 2016)  
The Code of Best Practice provides guidance primarily to mobile network operators, their agents and 
contractors and to local planning authorities in England.  
The principal aim of this Code is to ensure that the Government’s objective of supporting high quality 
communications infrastructure is achieved in a timely manner, but in a way that also minimises the 
potential impact that can be associated with such development. It provides clear and practical advice 
to ensure the delivery of significantly better and more effective communication and consultation 
between operators, local authorities and residents. 
The Code highlights that the mobile telecommunications network is a key element of national 
infrastructure in both economic and social terms and a crucial component of everyday life. It states that 
“coverage in rural area is recognised as a vital component for maintaining economic activity and social 
inclusion”. It acknowledges that the pressure on networks to upgrade and improve networks through 
changes to existing sites and the development of new sites is constant. With the ever-increasing 
demand and the Government’s ambitious aspirations it is becoming more important to improve 
connectivity and capacity.  
Concerning the erection of new ground-based masts; The Code provides examples of where the 
environmental and visual impact of the mast can be greatly reduced.  
• Placing the mast near similar structures. For example, industrial and commercial premises, road signs 
and lamp posts;  
• Placing a mast within or adjacent to an existing group of trees  
• Using simple and unfussy designs. Masts which have complex designs are more likely to dominate 
and be in discord with the landscape and have adverse visual impacts; and  
• Appropriate colouring. Masts seen against the sky, for example, are best left in their galvanised state 
or painted pale grey. Against a wooded backdrop a matt green or brown colour scheme would be more 
applicable.  
It acknowledges that Operators should bear in mind that there are certain locations where sensitive 
siting and design are of increased importance. These include National Parks; AONBs and Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest. It states that in these areas, attention will need to be paid to the nature of 
the proposals, the significance of the location, the impact that the proposals could have and the need 
to reduce any adverse impact. It goes on that operators may sometimes be able to avoid a specific 
site (e.g. a Listed Building) but not an entire protected area (e.g. a National Park) in which case they 
should seek to minimise the impact through sensitive design and appropriate siting of the proposals.  
Regarding telecommunications in rural areas the Code indicates that the conservation of wildlife and 
cultural heritage are important considerations in all protected areas, and should be given great weight 
in National Parks whilst acknowledging that those who represent rural areas recognise that a modern 
telecommunications infrastructure network is vital for a modern economy and society, and is 
particularly important in preventing a rural/urban digital divide; while operators recognise the need to 
respect the environment, particularly in sensitive areas such as National Parks or AONBs and in siting 
development in rural areas, operators will take these principles into account.  
Relevant Local Planning Policies:  
Careful consideration has been given to the Core Strategy Local Plan 2008-2028 adopted in 
December 2014. We have noted that the Telecommunications Policy EN23 within the 1998 
Ribble Valley Local Plan has not been replaced as it is ‘no longer applicable’. We have assumed 








