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From:  
Sent: 05 December 2025 09:08
To: Planning
Subject: Formal Objection to Proposed Development

 External Email  
This email originated from outside Ribble Valley Borough Council. Do NOT click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are sure the content within this email is safe. 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I am writing as a local resident to object to the proposed development of 80 houses on land at the 
edge of Wilpshire. I have serious concerns regarding the suitability of this site and the impact the 
development would have on our village, its character, its infrastructure, and its environment. My 
objections are outlined below. 

1. Strain on Infrastructure and Blurring of Borough Boundaries 
The development further erodes the clear boundary between Ribble Valley and Blackburn with 
Darwen, creating significant concerns about infrastructure capacity and service provision. 
Blackburn with Darwen Council is already progressing plans for 1,500 new houses on Brownhill 
Drive, and several large estates have recently been completed or are underway nearby, including 
the former Rugby Club site on Ramsgreave Drive, the 63 McDermott Homes development, 155 
Persimmon Homes south of Ramsgreave Drive, and 47 Applethwaite homes. All of these feed 
onto Whalley Road, which is already heavily congested, in poor condition, has inadequate 
drainage, and remains the main route toward the A59. Adding a further 80 homes will place 
intolerable pressure on an overstretched network. 

2. Inappropriate Design and Harm to Local Character 
Although the current proposal is slightly reduced from the previous application, it still comprises 80 
houses—only four fewer than before. The revised housing types offer little improvement in visual 
quality and remain out of keeping with the existing character of Wilpshire. The development would 
significantly harm the street scene and diminish the unique hillside setting that defines the village. 

3. Prominent Hillside Location and Impact on Landscape 
The site lies on a steep, highly visible hillside at the edge of the village and directly adjacent to 
Green Belt land. A development of this scale in such a prominent location would be visible from 
miles around, causing lasting harm to the landscape and eroding the distinct rural identity of 
Wilpshire, which acts as a gateway to the outstanding countryside and heritage of the surrounding 
area. 

4. Unsafe and Insufficient Access Arrangements 
The proposed sole access and exit point—Salesbury View—is a short, narrow, sloping road 
feeding directly onto the already congested Whalley Road. With up to 200 additional vehicles 
using this route daily and no improvements to local infrastructure, traffic problems will worsen 
considerably. In winter, water running down the hillside often freezes across the A666, making 
conditions hazardous; increased traffic will only heighten accident risks. 

5. Significant Topographical Constraints and Environmental Impact 
The steep topography of the land means substantial earthworks would be required, permanently 
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damaging the site’s historic and environmental qualities. Such intervention would fundamentally 
alter the natural landscape, contradicting the character of the area. 

6. Insufficient Local Facilities to Support Population Growth 
Wilpshire has extremely limited local services and is not equipped to accommodate a significant 
population increase. School places, GP and dental services, health provision, and local shops are 
already under pressure. Adding a development of this size without corresponding infrastructure 
and services is unsustainable. 

7. Presence of Protected Wildlife and Environmental Concerns 
Local residents, including myself, have observed wildlife on the site, including bats and otters—
both of which are protected species. Disturbing their habitat would have serious ecological 
consequences and raises compliance concerns with environmental legislation. 

Conclusion 
For the reasons outlined above, I firmly object to the proposed development. The site is unsuitable 
due to its prominent landscape position, inadequate infrastructure, harmful visual impact, 
environmental sensitivity, and the lack of local facilities to support additional housing. As a 
resident who cares deeply about the character and wellbeing of Wilpshire, I urge the planning 
authority to reject this application. 

  

Yours sincerely, 
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From:  >
Sent: 05 December 2025 09:58
To: Planning
Subject: Proposed housing development - Salesbury View in Wilpshire

 External Email  
This email originated from outside Ribble Valley Borough Council. Do NOT click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are sure the content within this email is safe. 

We wish to register our objection to the above proposed development.  
We have resided on  and have enjoyed being part of a 
village community during this time.  
 
Our major concern is the issues which will be created by the merging of the boundaries between 
Ribble Valley and Blackburn with Darwen. Services are already stretched to the limit in this region. 
 
Secondly, is the visual impact on the area. The development is on the edge of our village and 
currently the area maintains its countryside appearance which would no longer be the case if this 
planning application was granted permission to go ahead. 
 
Finally are the issues surrounding highways. There will obviously be a greatly increased number of 
vehicles using the very busy A666, attempting to access the said road at a point where there are 
already frequent accidents. There are historical problems with drainage of surface water running 
from the hill on which the proposed development would be sited which freezes over in winter and 
makes conditions treacherous.  
 
Please consider carefully the points we have made when making your decision regarding this 
planning application. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 








