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1   Introduction 

 

1.1  Ashley Helme Associates Limited (AHA) are appointed by BAE Systems (hereafter “BAE”) to 

prepare a Transport Statement (TS) to support the planning application for proposed 

development on land at Samlesbury Aerodrome, Samlesbury, Lancashire (henceforth referred 

to as the Site). The location of the Site is indicated on Figure 1.1. 

 

1.2  Proposed Development 

 

1.2.1 The proposed development is for an office building with a floor area of approximately 7,000sm 

for 560 BAE staff made up of:  

 

•  Staff that were temporarily displaced from the original modular office building, previously 

located on the proposed site, that was demolished in 2024, who were temporarily located 

in other office buildings on the Samlesbury site (approximately 250 employees); 

 

•  Staff currently located in various office buildings across the BAE Samlesbury site; 

 

•  A small number of staff that are currently home working, who pre-Covid, were permanently 

based at the BAE Samlesbury site. 

 

  No additional employees are proposed as part of the development and demand is not 

expected to increase.   

 

1.2.2  The application Site, in the context of the wider BAE site, is shown on Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-

WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-001. The application Site area is 6153sm (0.65ha). 

 

1.3  Scope of Report 

 

1.3.1 The issues addressed within this TS fall broadly into the following areas: 

 

 • On-site parking, 

 • Vehicular traffic impact on the local highway network. 

 

1.3.2 The local highway network is described in Chapter 2. The proposed parking and servicing 

arrangements are outlined in Chapter 3. 

 

1.3.3 The vehicular trip generation of the development is considered in Chapter 4. The summary and 

conclusions of the TS are presented in Chapter 5. 
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2  Highway Network  

 

2.1 The Site forms part of the wider Samlesbury Aerodrome Site, which is occupied by BAE Systems. 

There are 2no gated accesses to the main BAE Samlesbury site, being: 

 

(i) Main Entrance, on A59 Myerscough Smithy Road, 

(ii) Gate 3A Entrance, on Sir Frederick Page Way.  

 

2.2 Both accesses accommodate vehicles, pedestrians and cycles. The location of the Site in the 

context of the 2no accesses is indicated on Figure 1.1. 

 

2.3  A59 Myerscough Smithy Road 

 

2.3.1 The A59 is a wide single carriageway road. The A59 is subject to a 50mph speed limit and the 

route benefits from lighting. The Main Entrance access road forms a traffic signal-controlled 

junction with A59 and Bowfields Lane. About 2.7km to the west of the Main Entrance, the A59 

forms a traffic signal-controlled junction with A677. A comprehensive junction improvement 

scheme was undertaken at this junction as part of earlier phases of development under outline 

permission (SRBC ref 07/2006/0824/OUT). 

 

2.3.2 The A59 is a bus route and there are bus stops, with shelters, in close proximity to the Main 

Entrance. These cater for eastbound and westbound bus travel. 

 

2.3.3 There is pedestrian and cycle infrastructure along the A59. This mainly takes the form of shared 

footway/cycleways. These are identified on Figure 1.1 together with the extent of on-

carriageway cycle lanes on the western section of the A59. 

 

2.4  Sir Frederick Page Way 

 

2.4.1 Sir Frederick Page Way is a single carriageway road. It is subject to a 30mph speed limit and is a 

Clearway (stopping prohibited). It was constructed in 2018 to serve the Samlesbury Enterprise 

Zone, and to provide a link between the A59 and A677. There is a 3.0m wide shared 

footway/cycleway on the north side of the road. The Gate 3A Entrance access road forms a 

signal-controlled junction with Sir Frederick Page Way, and the access to a smaller BAE site. To 

the north of the signal-controlled junction Sir Frederick Page Way widens to a dual carriageway.   

 

2.4.2 To the north of the Gate 3A Entrance junction, Sir Frederick Page Way forms a traffic signal-

controlled junction with the A59. To the south of BAE Samlesbury, Sir Frederick Page Way forms a 
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traffic signal-controlled junction with A677 Preston New Road. All of the traffic signal junctions in 

the vicinity of the Site have assisted pedestrian crossing facilities.  
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3  Parking & Access 

 

3.1 Pre-Application Advice 

 

3.1.1 The applicant sought pre-application advice from Ribble Valley Borough Council (RVBC). With 

respect to parking, the RVBC consultation response, dated 10 September 2025, advises: 

 

 “Parking would need to be provided commensurate with the size of the building and its 

proposed use.  

 

 I also have some concerns over the provision of parking to serve this building. With the amount 

of parking required for the amount of floor space of 7,200sq.m. for office use of around 1:41 – 

1:54 GFA which has been reduced for high accessibility which equates to approximately 133- 

175 car parking spaces. 

 

 This could be justified if no additional employees are proposed and demand is not anticipated 

to increase, however, a proposed car park management plan indicating where staff will park 

in relation to the existing and proposed buildings around the overall site will be required in order 

to inform any further requirements. 

 

 In particular, the building should have parking, disabled parking, motorcycle and cycle 

provision as well as bin stores located as close as possible to the building that it is proposed to 

serve and these should be clearly marked as such. An overall car park management plan for 

the site together with an updated travel plan would be useful in assessing the proposed 

requirements.” 

 

3.2 Existing Situation 

 

3.2.1 When the original modular building was functional, there was a total of 62 car park spaces within 

the application Site boundary. This comprised 4no disabled spaces and 58 general spaces. The 

existing car parking is shown on Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-002. 

  

3.3 Proposed Development 

 

3.3.1 The proposed development comprises a modular office block providing a total of 7000sm of 

floorspace over three floors. The proposed Site layout is shown on Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-

WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003. 
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3.3.2 Based on the advice from RVBC, the scheme should provide between 133-175 parking spaces. 

BAE have confirmed that they will provide the higher number of 175 spaces. This is to be 

achieved by providing: 

 

• 22no spaces on the proposed re lined car park to the west of the site in close proximity to the 

proposed office building; 

 

• 153no spare spaces allocated at parking areas in Zone 6 & Zone 14 (the spaces available in 

both Zone 6 and Zone 14 parking areas exceed the 153 spaces provided). 

 

3.3.3 Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003 shows the 22no general spaces located 

adjacent to the proposed building. Drg No SAM-000-SITE-DR-007 shows the proposed parking 

areas. These are the Zone 6 parking area located to the south of the overall Salmesbury site and 

the Zone 14 parking area located to the east of the Salmesbury site.   

 

3.3.4 Disabled Parking 

 

3.3.4.1 The previous arrangement provided 4no disabled spaces for the original modular building that 

accommodated 250 staff members. The new building will accommodate 560 staff members, 

being a 2.25x uplift. The increase to 9no disabled spaces is pro-rata to the increase in staff 

numbers. 

 

3.3.4.2 Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003 shows the 9no disabled spaces located 

adjacent to the proposed building 

 

3.3.5 Motorcycle Parking 

 

3.3.5.1 The JLSP parking standards that applied at the time of the original outline planning consent 

required that 1 motorcycle parking space should be provided for every 25 car parking spaces. 

For the proposed 175 parking spaces, this would be 7no motorcycle spaces. Therefore, it is 

proposed to provide a covered shelter for 7no motorcycles as part of the proposed 

development. The location of the proposed motorcycle parking is shown on Wilson Mason Drg 

No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003 and is close to the building entrance. 

 

3.3.6 Cycle Parking 

 

3.3.6.1 The JLSP parking standards that applied at the time of the original outline planning consent 

required that 1 cycle parking space should be provided for every 10 car parking spaces. For the 

proposed 175 parking spaces, this would be 18no cycle spaces. Therefore, it is proposed to 

provide a covered shelter for 18no cycles as part of the proposed development. The location 



  

_________________________________________ 
1999 1 C Transport Statement 

 www.ashleyhelme.co.uk 
  

6 

 

of the proposed cycle parking is shown on Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003 

and is close to the building entrance. 

 

3.3.6.2 There are shower and changing facilities provided within the proposed development. This offers 

positive encouragement to staff members to cycle to work.  

 

3.3.7 Car Park Management Strategy 

 

3.3.7.1 The BAE Transport Committee Team monitor car parking across the wider Samlesbury Site. 

 

3.3.7.2 Staff members based in the proposed modular building will be advised to park in Zones 6 and 

14. The usage of Zones 6 and 14 will be monitored by the BAE Transport Committee Team on an 

on-going basis. In the unlikely event that parking usage exceeds the available capacity in Zones 

6 and 14 then staff members will be advised of alternative parking locations. 

 

3.3.7.3 The proposed modular office development will not introduce any additional staff to the 

Samlesbury site and the current parking provision on the site is in excess of the demand, 

therefore the current car parking provision on site will be able to effectively accommodate the 

staff of the proposed modular office development.  

 

3.4 Access and Servicing 

 

3.4.1  The proposed development is to be accessed via the existing BAE Systems internal road 

network. The car park is located to the west of the Main Entrance. 

 

3.4.2  The wider BAE Site includes a network of segregated pedestrian footways to facilitate access 

to existing buildings. There is footway between the application Site and the main BAE car park, 

to the east. There is an existing zebra crossing connecting the footway to the Site. It is proposed 

to maintain the zebra crossing to facilitate pedestrian access to the proposed building from the 

car park and elsewhere at the Site.  

 

3.4.3 The proposed development is to provide a delivery bay. This is located near to the building 

entrance. This is shown on Wilson Mason Drg No CEB-WMA-XX-ST-DR-A-00-003. 
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4  Net Change in Traffic 

 

4.1 The proposed development comprises a modular office building providing 7,000sm of 

floorspace. The proposed building will accommodate about 560 staff. 

 

4.2 Around 250 members of staff that will use the new building were housed in the original office 

building that occupied the application Site before it was demolished in 2024. There are also staff 

members currently located in other parts of the wider BAE Site that will be based in the new 

building. These staff members are already based at BAE Samlesbury and their travel pattens will 

be unchanged. Therefore, there is no traffic impact at the BAE entrance gates, or the wider 

highway network. 

 

4.3 There is small number of staff who currently work from home will return to the BAE Samlesbury 

Site and will be accommodated in the proposed modular office building. These members of 

staff will generate traffic movements at the BAE entrance gates and the wider highway network. 

However, these are not new traffic movements as they were based at the Site prior to 2020 and 

their travel patterns have been accommodated by the local highway network in the recent 

past.  

 

4.4 The proposed building is located fairly centrally within the BAE Samlesbury site. All BAE staff are 

permitted to use either the Main Entrance or Gate 3A. The choice of BAE access is likely to be 

largely dependent on the origin/destination of their journey to/from BAE Samlesbury. 

  

4.5 There are three junction connections with the wider highway network that staff can use, being: 

 

(i) Main Entrance on A59 Myerscough Smithy Road, 

(ii) A59 Myerscough Smithy Road/Sir Frederick Page Way, and 

(iii) A677 Preston New Road/Sir Frederick Page Way. 

 

 This helps to distribute BAE traffic across the local network. The Sir Frederick Page route between 

the A59 and A677 is relatively new and opened in 2018. This has helped to better distribute BAE 

traffic with the introduction of a dedicated access route to/from A677 Preston New Road. Prior 

to this, BAE staff with an origin destination to the east/Blackburn would need to use either Branch 

Road through Mellor Brook, or pass through the A59/A677 junction. 

 

4.6 All three access junctions on the A59 and A677 are purpose-built, high capacity, traffic signal-

controlled junctions. The junctions include dedicated left and right turn entry lanes and multiple 
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exit lanes from the BAE Site. The junctions have been designed to accommodate high surge 

traffic flows associated with the BAE start and finish times.  

 

4.7 Taking into account all of the above, it is considered that the proposed development is highly 

unlikely to have a material impact on the functioning of the BAE access gates or the local 

highway network.  
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5  Summary and Conclusions 

 

5.1 The Site forms part of the wider BAE Samlesbury site and is currently vacant. The proposed 

development is for an office building with a floor area of approximately 7,000sm for 560 BAE 

staff. 

 

5.2 Around 250 members of staff that will use the new building were housed in the original office 

building that occupied the application Site before it was demolished in 2024. There are also staff 

members currently located in other parts of the wider BAE Site that will be based in the new 

building. These staff members are already based at BAE Samlesbury and their travel pattens will 

be unchanged. Therefore, there is no traffic impact at the BAE entrance gates, or the wider 

highway network. 

 

5.3 There will be a small number of staff who will return to the BAE Site having worked from home 

following the Covid pandemic. Vehicles generated by these returning staff members are not 

strictly new traffic movements as they were based at the Site prior to 2020 and their travel 

patterns have been accommodated by the local highway network in the recent past. 

Notwithstanding this, the BAE Samlesbury Site benefits from 3no purpose-built, high-capacity 

traffic signal junctions that connect with the local highway network. This helps to distribute BAE 

traffic across the A59 and A677 routes. The Sir Frederick Page Way route between the A59 and 

A677 is relatively new and opened in 2018. This has helped to better distribute BAE traffic with 

the introduction of a dedicated access route on A677 Preston New Road. This is particularly 

useful for staff members with and origin/destination to the east/Blackburn. 

 

5.4 Taking all of the above into account, it is considered that the proposed development is highly 

unlikely to have a material impact on the functioning of the local highway network.  

 

5.5 RVBC have advised that development should provide between 133 and 175 parking spaces. 

BAE have confirmed that the development will offer 175 spaces. This is to be achieved by 

providing: 

 

• 22no spaces on the proposed re lined car park to the west of the site in close proximity to the 

proposed office building; 

 

• 153no spare spaces allocated in the Zone 6 and Zone 14 parking areas. 

 

5.6 It is proposed to provide 9no disabled parking spaces close to the building entrance.  
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5.7 The proposed development will also provide 18no cycle spaces and 7no motorcycle spaces that 

will all be covered. These are complemented by shower and changing facilities within the 

proposed building.   

 

5.8 It is concluded that there is no highways/transportation reason for refusal of planning permission.  
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