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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This surface and foul water drainage scheme has been produced on behalf of Mr Nick 

Skelton to discharge Conditions 9 and 12 of the planning approval from Ribble Valley 

Borough Council (Reference 3/2024/0302) for the construction of a replacement 

single residential dwelling at 98 Ribchester Road and land adjacent 94 Ribchester 

Road, Clayton-le-Dale, BB1 9HQ. A location plan is included within Appendix A. 

1.2 Condition 9 states the following: 

 The surface water from the approved access, parking and turning areas shall be 

collected within the site and drained to a suitable internal outfall within the site 

boundary or constructed in porous materials. The scheme shall be implemented and 

thereafter retained in accordance with the above details prior to occupation of the 

dwelling. 

1.3 Condition 12 states the following: 

 Prior to the commencement of development, a drainage scheme, which shall detail 

measures for the attenuation and the disposal of foul and surface waters, shall be 

submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The surface 

water drainage scheme shall be in accordance with the hierarchy of drainage options 

outlined in the National Planning Practice Guidance and the Non-Statutory Technical 

Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems (March 2015), or any subsequent 

replacement national guidance / standards, with evidence of an assessment of the site 

conditions to include site investigation and test results to confirm infiltrations rates to 

be submitted. For the avoidance of doubt, surface water must drain separate from the 

foul and unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority, no surface 

water shall discharge to the public sewerage system either directly or indirectly. 

No part of the development shall be occupied or brought into first use until the 

drainage works have been completed in accordance with the approved scheme. 

Thereafter the agreed scheme shall be retained, managed and maintained in 

accordance with the approved details. 
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1.4 This surface and foul water drainage scheme is to discharge Conditions 9 and 12 of the 

planning approval. It describes the existing site conditions and proposed 

development. It assesses the potential impact of proposals on existing drainage and 

includes a proposed scheme for the provision of new drainage to serve the proposed 

development. 
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2. BASE INFORMATION 

Existing site 

2.1 The application site lies on the northern side of Ribchester Road within the settlement 

boundary of Wilpshire and comprises a vacant parcel of land with a redundant random 

stone outbuilding fronting Ribchester Road that adjoins a row of cottages to the east.   

2.2 The site is of an area approx. 0.07ha. Access is taken from Ribchester Road. 

Site geology 

2.3 The online Soilscapes Viewer has identified the site lying close to the boundary of the 

following soil types: 

 Freely draining slightly acid loamy soils 

 Slowly permeable seasonally wet acid loamy and clayey soils 

Understanding of existing drainage local to the site 

2.4 United Utilities sewer records identify a 225mm diameter public sewer within 

Ribchester Road flowing westwards. An extract from the sewer records is included 

within Appendix B.  

2.5 There are no watercourses local to the site.  

2.6 A private combined drainage system within the site collects surface water and foul 

water from the existing dwellings and discharges into the 225mm diameter public 

sewer that lies within Ribchester Road. A survey of the existing site drainage system 

has been carried out and the findings are included within Appendix C.  

Proposed development 

2.7 The development is for the erection of a single residential dwelling and attached single 

garage following the demolition of the existing dwelling 98 Ribchester Road. 
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3. PROPOSED DRAINAGE SCHEME 

3.1 The proposed drainage layout is included within Appendix D.  

Surface water drainage 

3.2 In accordance with the National Standards for Sustainable Drainage, the surface water 

drainage scheme should incorporate the use of Sustainable Drainage (SUDS) where 

possible. The approach promotes the use infiltration features in the first instance. If 

drainage cannot be achieved solely through infiltration due to site conditions or 

contamination risks, the preferred options are (in order of preference):  

(i) a controlled discharge to a local waterbody or watercourse, or  

(ii) a controlled discharge into the public sewer network (depending on availability 

and capacity).  

3.3 The rate and volume of discharge should strive to provide betterment and be 

restricted to the pre-development values as far as practicable. 

3.4 The online Soilscapes Viewer has identified the site lying close to the boundary of the 

following soil types: 

 Freely draining slightly acid loamy soils 

 Slowly permeable seasonally wet acid loamy and clayey soils 

3.5 Local knowledge has stated within a consultation letter that there is a serious concern 

relating to the location of a proposed soakaway within the development site near to 

the north facing existing stonewall as the area is identified as being heavily clay based. 

As such any soakaway would be open to a serious risk of flooding. Local excavations 

have confirmed the presence of clay based soils that impede infiltration. 

3.6 In addition as a soakaway is to be positioned a minimum 5m away from any building / 

structure, there is insufficient room within the proposed curtilage of the dwelling in 

which to locate a soakaway. 
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3.7 The disposal of surface water back into the ground by the use of soakaways will 

therefore not be possible on this site.  

3.8 There are no watercourses local to the site.  

3.9 United Utilities sewer records identify a 225mm diameter public sewer within 

Ribchester Road flowing westwards. A private combined drainage system within the 

site collects surface water and foul water from the existing dwellings and discharges 

into the 225mm diameter public sewer that lies within Ribchester Road. 

3.10 It is therefore intended that surface water runoff from the proposed single residential 

dwelling will be restricted to 2.0 l/s allowing surface water runoff generated by all 

rainfall events up to the 100 year critical rain storm plus 50% on stored volumes to 

discharge into an existing internal manhole on the drainage system within the site and 

the 225mm diameter public sewer that lies within Ribchester Road. The additional 

50% is to allow for climate change and has been included in the surface water volume.  

3.11 The proposed surface water drainage for the development will take runoff only from 

the roof of the proposed single residential dwelling, which with 10% added for urban 

creep has a total area of 140m2.  

3.12 The private drive is to comprise a gravel surface finish allowing surface water runoff 

to pass into the construction matrix or to run off at its edges where it will either 

infiltrate into the upper soil layers, evaporate or be taken up by the vegetation, thus 

dealing with the surface water at source. It has been determined that in order to cater 

for the 100 year critical rain storm plus 50% added for climate change, the depth of 

the sub-base under the private drive comprising open graded crushed rock shall be a 

minimum thickness of 240mm. 

3.13 Similarly, surface water from the paths around the proposed dwelling will runoff to 

channel drains or to adjacent areas of gravel filter strips or planted beds where it will 

be allowed to infiltrate into the upper strata and will be either taken up by plants or 

evaporated thus also dealing with the surface water at source. 
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3.14 A surface water drainage design has been carried out for the proposed single 

residential dwelling for all events up to the 100 year critical rain storm plus 50% for 

climate change on stored volumes. Attenuation is provided within the drainage 

system of pipes and manholes. The surface water drainage design is included within 

Appendix E. 

3.15 A letter from United Utilities is included within Appendix F confirming that a restricted 

discharge of surface water into the public sewer that lies within Ribchester Road is 

acceptable as they have no objection to the drainage conditions on the planning 

approval for the construction of a replacement single residential dwelling being 

discharged. 

 Foul water drainage 

3.16 United Utilities sewer records identify a 225mm diameter public sewer within 

Ribchester Road flowing westwards.   

3.17 It is therefore intended that foul water from the single residential dwelling will be 

collected by a piped system and discharged into the existing drainage system within 

the site and the public sewer that flows westwards within Ribchester Road.  
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4. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 This surface and foul water drainage scheme has been produced on behalf of Mr Nick 

Skelton to discharge Conditions 9 and 12 of the planning approval from Ribble Valley 

Borough Council (Reference 3/2024/0302) for the construction of a replacement 

single residential dwelling at 98 Ribchester Road and land adjacent 94 Ribchester 

Road, Clayton-le-Dale, BB1 9HQ.  

4.2 Infiltration of surface water back into the ground is not feasible on this site.  

4.3 There are no watercourses local to the development site.   

4.4 Surface water runoff from the proposed single residential dwelling will be controlled 

to 2 l/s, prior to a controlled discharge into an existing internal manhole on the 

drainage system within the site and the 225mm diameter public sewer that lies within 

Ribchester Road. 

4.5 United Utilities has confirmed that a restricted discharge of surface water into the 

public sewer that lies within Ribchester Road is acceptable as they have no objection 

to the drainage conditions on the planning approval for the construction of a 

replacement single residential dwelling being discharged. 

4.6 Foul water from the proposed single residential dwelling will be collected by a piped 

system and discharged into the existing drainage system within the site and the public 

sewer that flows westwards within Ribchester Road. 
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EXISTING SITE DRAINAGE SURVEY 
98 Ribchester Road and land adjacent 94 Ribchester Road, Clayton-Le-Dale, BB1 9HQ 
 
A drainage survey has been carried out on the drainage within and immediately beyond the 
development site. An existing site drainage drawing is attached.  

The drainage within the site extends beyond the site to the east of the site and serves the 
properties to the east that front onto the northern side of Ribchester Road. Dye testing has 
been carried out on the gullies taking rainwater from the roofs to the rear of the properties 
and it has been proved that the drain running along the rear of the existing properties takes 
both surface and foul water from the existing properties.  

The drain leaves the development site under the existing access and is connected to the public 
sewer that lies within Ribchester Road into an existing manhole that is hidden under the road 
surfacing. As such, the public sewer within Ribchester Road is actually a combined sewer as it 
is taking both surface water and foul water from the existing properties that lie along the 
northern side of Ribchester Road.  
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United Utilities Water Limited
Haweswater House
Lingley Mere Business Park
Lingley Green Avenue
Great Sankey
Warrington WA5 3LP

unitedutilities.com

United Utilities Water Limited   
Registered in England & Wales No. 2366678 Registered Office: Haweswater House, Lingley Mere Business Park, Lingley Green Avenue, Great Sankey, Warrington, WA5 3LP

Dear Planning Team

Location: 98 Ribchester Road and land adj 94 Ribchester Road Clayton-Le-Dale BB1 9HQ
Proposal: Approval of details reserved by conditions 9 (SW drainage), 12 (drainage scheme)

Further to our review of the submitted documents, Drainage Strategy - Dated December 2024, 
United Utilities has no objection to the drainage conditions being discharged.

The applicant can discuss their drainage proposals with our Developer Services team by email 
at SewerAdoptions@uuplc.co.uk . Alternative ways to contact the team are detailed in the 
Appendix, Section 5.0 ontacts

existence of any infrastructure that might impact their detailed design. This includes water,
wastewater, operational and/or abandoned pipelines. United Utilities will not routinely carry out 
this assessment when reviewing drainage proposals submitted within a planning application. 
Where infrastructure exists, the drainage design must comply with the relevant United Utilities
guidelines and/or Building Regulations. Further information is available on our website: Working 
near our pipes - United Utilities. Failure to consider existing infrastructure when designing a 
drainage proposal may result in the applicant having to redesign proposals at a later date.

We request that a copy of this letter and the Appendix is made available to the applicant.

Yours faithfully 
Planning Team

Ribble Valley Borough Council Your ref 3/2024/0996
By email Our ref DC/24/3050 V4

Date 28-OCT-25




