
From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844114447
Date: 04 June 2026 10:46:07

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm, Longsight Road, Balderstone. BB2
7HZ.

Comments: I strongly object to the proposed above development plans. Firstly the land is
outside any settlement area, and there will be a detrimental effect and loss of habitat for
wildlife. Secondly, with regards to traffic, Mellor Villiage is already becoming a busier
through route with an increase in speeding traffic from the settlement at the Blackburn side
of the villiage. This is affecting the local residents, and further housing in the close
proximity will only increase this issue. The A59 is a notorious road for accidents, and
having access for this proposed settlement will only exacerbate this.
Thirdly, there is already adequate housing for the area, with further housing being built at
Mellor Brook. Adding even more housing will only put further pressure on housing,
schools, shops and GPs.
I’m sure my sentiments are echoed by other residents of the Mellor area who also strongly
object with the proposed application.



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844113190
Date: 04 June 2026 11:03:20

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm Longsight Road Balderstone BB2
7HZ

Comments: Dear RVBC Planning Department, 
I am writing to express my opposition to the above project for the following reasons: 
- The site lies outside the settlement boundary and in Open Countryside (Core Strategy
DS1 and DMG2).
- The green belt around villages/Mellor is shrinking, the proposal would urbanise a rural
site and harm landscape character (EN2 and DME2).
- A59 is already gridlocked during peak times especially around Mellor, a lot of through
traffic as a result of that: further increase in traffic and highway safety on the A59, Abbott
Brow and surrounding roads is not sustainable.
- Pressure on local schools, GP services, and infrastructure - impossible to catch up with
the same, leading to a reduction in quality of life and safety. 
- The shrinking and pollution of wildlife habitats, hedgerows, ponds, and ecological
networks are leading to a growing number of animal deaths on roads. There are no
measures in place to improve road safety for these animals. Furthermore, developments are
consistently planned within green belts and near Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AOONBs).Nature is extremely endangered in Ribble Valley due to these thoughtless
development approvals.
- The cumulative impact of this proposal, alongside recent developments in the area –
including luxury five-bedroom developments that exacerbate the real housing crisis rather
than solve it, as well as other robust developments in Whalley and Clitheroe – is
significant.
- Flooding and surface water drainage concerns: reducing green surfaces leads to increased
surface water loss, which negatively impacts water sustainability and nature preservation.

Thank you for considering my points. We should strive to maintain Ribble Valley as a
desirable area to live, preserving its sustainable, healthy natural environment rather than
turning it into a dumping ground.



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844122503
Date: 04 June 2026 11:38:21

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway farm, Longsight Road, Balderstone, BB2
7HZ

Comments: I strongly OBJECT on at least the following 13 grounds

1. There are a number of PROW's going through the area which include an historical
cobble path.

2. It is outside of the settlement area.

3. A large LOSS of green space.

4. It will mean a LOSS of a wildlife corridor for resident deer, which are regularly seen in
THEIR habitat.

5. PROTECTED newts (2025 protected on the protected species register) will LOSE
THEIR habitat. 

6. It will cause a LOSS of nesting sites for birds AND owls AND bats (protected species)
which are regularly seen. Documented by local people. 

7. There will be a LOSS of wetland which supports insects, newts and birds. 

8. Disturbing precidence being set for future planning and development. 

9. Mellor VILLAGE has already had a massive amount of new houses built on its
boundary.

10. It will cause a LOSS of village identity.

11. A drainage issue will cause problems downhill of the site.

12. There is a flood risk as already flooding issues in Mellor.

13. There will be increased traffic on an already strained infrastructure.



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844129716
Date: 04 June 2026 11:44:16

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm Longsight Road 
Balderstone BB2 7HZ

Comments: I am writing to complain about the application for housing on Causeway
Farm 
I have lived in Mellor most of my life I choose to live here because of it’s natural beauty
and nature at its finest, I feel very lucky to be able to live here. 
My concern is with the future generations that want to live in Englands lovely countryside
,I know that there is a need for housing but not to the detriment of this land where deers
roam freely with rabbits owls and Bats which are protected and a pond with protected
species in also 
I’m sure there is other places that housing can be placed in fact not far down the road there
is a site being built on for new houses so I’m sure there is no need for anymore in this area 
Which leads me to facilitating more people’s need for Doctors Schools and services in this
area which are very stretched as it is 
My complaint may not have all the points of others but I am writing this from the view of
someone that loved the countryside and wants it left for others to enjoy,And not go from a
lovely village into a small town 



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844145695
Date: 04 June 2026 11:45:56

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway farm

Comments: I strongly disagree with building anywhere in Mellor
we have too much wildlife badges dear Bird and our schools cannot take any more
children



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Objection to p/a 3/2026/0078
Date: 04 June 2026 16:23:47

 External Email
This email originated from outside Ribble Valley Borough Council. Do NOT click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and are sure the content within this email is safe.

I would like to object to the housing proposal at causeway farm , Longsight road , balderstone with a number of
reasons
- increased demand on stretched local amenities and infrastructure - including schools
, policing , emergency services
- road traffic increase to already overused residential roads through mellor which even now struggle to cope
with the volume of non-local traffic in terms of safety and road state
- dramatic impact on local wildlife as proposed site is home to a wealth of flora and fauna including deer , owls
, foxes , badgers .
- already a number of local residential projects in flight or recently completed - including mellor brook ,
Wilpshire , yew tree drive giving alternative housing choices .

Regards



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844320255
Date: 04 June 2026 18:44:54

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm Longsight Road Balderstone BB2
7HZ

Comments: I would to object to this proposed development, there is a large development
that is well underway in Mellor Brook, not only is there a lack of infrastructure to support
more homes and families what about the wildlife that existing in these fields and
woodlands, does the council not care!





From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844365281
Date: 04 June 2026 22:14:34

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway farm
Longsight Road 
Mellor brook

Comments: I wish to object to this development as such a large influx of housing isn’t
needed in a small village. There is no commitment to improve the infrastructure around
Mellor brook and facilities for these houses e.g. raid links, doctors, schools. The a59 is
already at a standstill most mornings and evenings in that area and your are adding
hundreds of more cars into that with this development, clearly the residents will not mainly
use public transport, this isnt the 1960’s.There is also the loss in habitat for wildlife of
which there is plenty in that area eg deer, owls, & other birds and mammals. 
The proposal is on land designated ‘Open Countryside’ and RVBC will only allow
developments on this land if there are significant exception criteria.
• The land is outside any settlement boundary.
• RVBC policy is to prefer brownfield sites, which this is not.
• RVBC Core Strategy dictates that major developments will be focussed on Clitheroe,
Whalley and Longridge.
• There is a flood risk particularly with those houses on the Willows.
• There is no housing crisis in the Ribble Valley with Mellor Brook being over supplied
when the housing development off Branch Road is up and running.
• For housing to be built in these numbers there must be an ‘Identified Local Need’, which
there is not in the Mellor Brook / Balderstone area.

Please do not grant this planning, there is not valid reason to over turn the previous 2 failed
applications.





1

From:
Sent: 04 June 2026 22:59
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844372335

 

 

  

 

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078 

Address of Development: Causeway farm 

Comments: I strongly object to this land being used for development of houses. This is a village and 
we do not have the infrastructure to support the population this would bring. The roads through 
Mellor are terrible and being used as a rat run with cars speeding through the village. The increase in 
noise levels would be traumatic for the environment and a massive impact negatively on the amazing 
wildlife we have there. The wild deer and hares. Rabbits and owls that habit this land would be 
devastating for them. We don’t want or need more housing in this area we don’t have enough GPs in 
the area to support current inhabitants and schools are all full this build would be aesthetically 
terrible just leave our green belt land alone  





potentially exacerbate flooding issues affecting neighbouring properties and surrounding
areas. Robust evidence should be required to demonstrate that flood risk will not increase.

6. Loss of Greenfield Land and Biodiversity

The development would result in the loss of undeveloped countryside and could negatively
affect local wildlife habitats and biodiversity. Greenfield sites provide ecological value and
contribute to the rural character of the area. Any loss of habitat should be carefully
considered and avoided where possible.

7. Lack of Demonstrated Local Need

I am not aware of evidence demonstrating a specific local need for a development of this
scale within Balderstone. Other housing developments in the wider area are already under
construction or approved, and the cumulative impact of additional housing should be
properly assessed before further permissions are granted.

8. Cumulative Impact on the Character of the Area

The scale of the proposed development is out of keeping with the character of Balderstone
and surrounding countryside. Approval of this application could set an undesirable
precedent for further speculative development on nearby greenfield sites, leading to
gradual erosion of the area's rural identity.

For the reasons outlined above, I respectfully request that Ribble Valley Borough Council
refuses planning application 3/2026/0078.

Yours faithfully,

 



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844429616
Date: 05 June 2026 08:48:00

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land opposite Causeway Farm 
Longsight Rd 
Mellor

Comments: I wish to object to the proposed development at the above location.This is a
natural habitat for important wildlife.I do not believe the infrastructure exists to support
further house building in this location.A significant safety issue exists with access onto the
A59 an extremely busy road a potential for another 160 vehicles 2 per dwelling )which
already has a history of accidents at the junction with Abbott Brow/ Balderstone.



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844435107
Date: 05 June 2026 08:53:22

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway Farm, Balderstone, BB2 7HZ

Comments: I wish to object to this planning development. 
Here are just some of the many reasons:

• The proposal is on land designated ‘Open Countryside’. 
• The land is outside any settlement boundary.
• RVBC policy is to prefer brownfield sites, which this is not.
• RVBC Core Strategy dictates that major developments will be focussed on Clitheroe,
Whalley and Longridge.
• There is a flood risk particularly with those houses on the Willows.
• There is no housing crisis in the Ribble Valley with Mellor Brook being over supplied
when the housing development off Branch Road is up and running.
• For housing to be built in these numbers there must be an ‘Identified Local Need’, which
there is not in the Mellor Brook / Balderstone area.
• Loss of habitat for wildlife.
• This proposal will put pressure on already inadequate local infrastructure eg schools,
shops, doctor’s surgery etc.
• It is claimed that the residents will mainly use public transport. Clearly the applicant does
not live in the real world and cars will predominate - majority of houses have more than
one vehicle. 
The people of Mellor, Mellor Brook, Balderstone, Osbaldeston and surrounding areas do
not want this in any way shape or form!



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844442085
Date: 05 June 2026 09:13:57

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway Farm

Comments: This would destroy what little green belt land left in Mellor. 
The wildlife would be destroyed



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844502931
Date: 05 June 2026 11:21:57

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: causeway farm

Comments: Objection to Planning Application

I object to this proposal on the grounds that it represents unsustainable development in the
countryside and would result in the further erosion of the rural character of the area.

The application also fails to adequately consider the cumulative impact of development at
Mellor Brook. In particular, approximately 125 houses are currently being constructed
locally, which will already place significant additional pressure on local infrastructure.

Insufficient regard has been given to the combined traffic and highway impacts arising
from existing and proposed developments. The cumulative increase in vehicle movements
is likely to worsen congestion, highway safety concerns, and pressure on the local road
network.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the application be refused.





From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844514410
Date: 05 June 2026 11:52:00

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm, Longsight Road, Balderstone, BB2
7HZ

Comments: I wish to object to the proposed building of 85 houses on the above mentioned
land, I am concerned due to the problems which would be caused due to the additional
traffic on the A59 and through the village of Mellor. I am concerned that the houses would
be built on open countryside and this would have an impact on the local wildlife and many
habitats would be lost. I feel that the the development would change the area of Mellor and
Osbaldeston from being a rural area into a built up area and that additonal houses and cars
would cause extra pollution in the area.



From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844516752
Date: 05 June 2026 11:58:41

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at Causeway Farm, Longsight Road Balderstone BB2
7HZ

Comments: There is no necessity to build house on green belt land in this area. I object
most strongly. 
There are due to be 221 new homes in phase 1 of a new housing development less than 0.5
miles of this land at Mellor Brook with more to follow in subsequent phases. The local
infrastructure cannot cope. Schools, roads, doctors, dentists. 
This land is on a busy 50mph stretch of A59 a known accident black spot only a short
distance from the planned entry/exit of this proposed development. 
Local wildlife habitats will be destroyed. Deer etc have already been affected by the size
and escalation of the BAE site in very close proximity to this planned development and
wildlife will be impacted further by the mellor brook housing development already
underway. Where will this destruction of our beautiful ribble valley green space end? The
Ribble Valley is a tourist attraction known as an area of outstanding natural beauty NOT
for housing estate after housing estate as far as the rye can see as has already destroyed
places like Whalley, Clitheroe, Barrow. 
This development must not be allowed to proceed.



From:

 - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844513358
Date: 05 June 2026 11:58:53

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: causeway farm

Comments: I object to this application for 85 dwellings on the grounds that it constitutes
unsustainable development in the country side and would result in the unnecessary loss of
rural character and further urbanisation of the area. Good agricultural land does not need
houses.
The application also fails to properly assess the cumulative impact of the development of
Mellor Brook. There are already 125 houses being built in the Mellor Brook village even
though these are under the jurisdiction of South Ribble Council.
No consideration has been given to the extra traffic this development would cause and it
seem amazing that the applicant thinks that the occupiers will only use public transport so
there would be no impact on the roads according to them.
Further more, the application does not adequately address the cumulative impact on the
water drainage and flood risk. Evidence from the Catchment Based Approach (CaBa)
mapping and government flood-risk data identifies areas downstream at Mellor Brook as
being at high risk of surface water flooding. If surface water runoff from this development
is discharged into the watercourse flowing towards Mellor Brook, there is potential for
flood risk downstream to be exacerbated. This could increase flood risk to existing
residential properties and result in associated economic impacts for householders
especially in The Willows.
Given the unsustainable country location and the failure to adequately assess the
cumulative impacts of development on highways, drainage infrastructure and downsteam
flood risk, I 
respectfully request that planning permission be refuse.



To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844522961
Date: 05 June 2026 12:10:08

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Land at causeway farm, longsight road balderstone BB2 7HZ

Comments: I strongly object to this planned housing development. 
This stretch of A59 is an accident black spot and 50mph the planned entry/exit onto such a
bust stretch of road is not acceptable 
The local infrastructure is not able to cope with more housing. There is already phase 1 of
221 houses being built at mellor brook not more than half a mile away with more to follow
in later phases. Too much of our beautiful green space is being eroded and wildlife
displaced. 
The rapid expansion of the nearby BAE enterprise zone has already impacted deer habitat
to name but one species affected by this destruction of green areas. 
Houses are not appropriate here. Build them on areas like the soon to be demolished
windmilll hotel at Mellor brook but not in our green spaces. 
The Ribble Valley is meant to be an area of outstanding natural beauty not a house brick
jungle. This development needs to be stopped and the area left to the abundance of wildlife
using this space.





From:
Planning

Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844524339
Date: 05 June 2026 12:13:44

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway farm

Comments: Complete destruction of natural habitat including protected species,
wildlife,increased volume of traffic in an already busy area not designed for such volume,
parking and pedestrian safety. Facilities Schools, Healthcare,





* RVBC policy is to prefer brownfield sites, which this again is not. 
* Public transport is limited in this area so cars will predominate.  Higher Commons
Lane  is not wide enough to accommodate this extra traffic if Balderstone School has
to absorb it. 

 
 

 









From:
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0078 FS-Case-844592453
Date: 05 June 2026 15:09:22

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0078

Address of Development: Causeway Farm Longsight Road Balderstone BB2 7HZ

Comments: I would like to object to this application to build 85 houses.

There is already a new housing development being built at Mellor Brook and additional
houses would put too much pressure on the local infrastructure and services.

The A59 road in this area is already extremely busy and the crossroads at the Bay Horse
public house has become extremely hazardous. It is already very challenging to turn onto
the A59 here and additional local traffic would only exacerbate this. Traffic is heavy all
day, not just at rush hour. St Mary’s school is close to the crossroads and school start and
finish times also add pressure with most pupils arriving by car. More local traffic could
only worsen road danger, let alone the influx of HGVs during the building work.

The application states that there are sufficient local services to meet the needs of new
residents. I cannot comment on the availability of school places but there is certainly
already lack of capacity in the local GP practice with is sometimes taking a number of
weeks to get an appointment. In addition, use of Mellor local facilities would necessitate
car journeys up and down the already congested narrow residential roads in and out of the
village. 

A housing development on this farmland would be completely out of character with the
local area.

I don’t believe that this development is either needed or wanted and ask that the
application be rejected.




