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1st December 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

Biodiversity Statement for the Proposed Development Activities at Winkley Hall Farm, 

Whalley Road, Clitheroe, BB7 9PN. 

 

Ecology Services Limited was commissioned by Winkley Hall Farm Ltd in October 2025, to complete 

a site visit and produce a Biodiversity Statement in relation to Winkley Hall Farm, Whalley Road, 

Clitheroe, BB7 9PN National Grid Reference (NGR) SD 70912 38421. The proposed development, 

involves the re-development of two existing farm buildings within the site (Main Barn and Barn 2) 

into residential properties and gardens/landscaping. To facilitate the re-development the demolition 

of existing farm buildings is required, with the retention and conversion of two stone barns (Main 

barn and Barn 2). The plans for which are shown on Figure 1.  

 

The site visit was undertaken on 20th October 2025 by Senior Consultant Ecologist Miss C. Wood 

MSc BSc Hons, ACIEEM. The aim of the site visit was to establish the requirement of Biodiversity 

Net Gain at the site, or whether the proposed development falls under one of the exemptions. 

 

Site Description and Context 

The development site is approximately 0.27 ha hectares and houses farm buildings including stone 

barns and agricultural sheds, with hard standing concrete and cobbled farmyard. See Appendix 1 

for photographs of the site.  

 

The wider farm site comprises of further farm buildings including a stone barn, in use as an office 

along with a pond and scattered trees/scrub. 

 

The site lies 3km to the north west of the town of Whalley. The wider farm is bounded by an area of 

woodland located to the west and the River Hodder to the east, with agricultural land to the north 

and south.  

 

It is confirmed that no habitat degradation has taken place within the red line boundary since January 

2020. 

 

Irreplaceable Habitat 

No irreplaceable habitats are present within the site.  

 

Biodiversity Net Gain Requirement 

The proposed development will include the demolition of existing farm buildings to facilitate access, 

parking and gardens for the proposed residential properties. All of the proposals are within 

hardstanding areas either of the existing buildings or farmyard areas. There are no habitats present 

within the red line boundary. Habitats are present adjacent to the red line boundary, but these will 

not be impacted by the proposed development.  

 

Therefore; 

• the development does not impact on any onsite priority habitat; 

• the existing site would be classified as developed land: sealed surface which has a 

biodiversity value of zero under the statutory biodiversity metric; and 

• there are no other onsite habitats. 
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The proposed development is considered to be below the threshold for Biodiversity Net Gain as 

required under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (inserted by the 

Environment Act 2021) for the following reasons:  

 

• Development subject to the de minimis exemption. Development that does not impact a 
priority habitat and impacts less than 25 square metres (e.g. 5m by 5m) of onsite habitat, 
and 5 metres of linear habitats such as hedgerows1. 

The proposed development is therefore exempt from mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain.  

 

The proposed development will incorporate planting of fourteen trees, hedgerows, lawns and 

wildflower grassland as shown on Figure 2 Proposed Landscape Scheme, which will result in an 

enhancement to the site and net gain in biodiversity.  

 

If you require any further information or have any questions please do not hesitate to get in contact. 

 

This report has been produced by Senior Consultant Ecologist Miss C. Wood MSc, BSc Hons, 

ACIEEM. 

 

 

  

 
1 Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain#para3
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Figure 1: Proposed Site Plan 
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Figure 2: Proposed Landscape Scheme 

  





1-2 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

Appendix 1: 

Photographs 

  
Photo 1: (29.10.2025) Main barn northern elevation Photo 2: Main barn south western elevation 

 

 
Photo 3: Main barn eastern elevation with existing 
agricultural building to be demolished 

Photo 4: Main barn western elevation 

  

Photo 5: Existing agricultural buildings to south of 
Main barn to be demolished 

Photo 6: Existing farm yard to north of Main barn 



1-2 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

  
Photo 7: Barn 2 southern and eastern elevations Photo 8: Barn 2 outbuilding. Existing agricultural 

building to rear to be demolished. 

 
 

 

Photo 9: Northern and eastern elevations of Barn 2 Photo 10: Northern elevation of Barn 2. Office 
building to right and existing agricultural building in 
distance to be demolished. 

  
Photo 11: Western elevation of existing agricultural 
building to be demolished and pond.  

Photo 12: Existing agricultural building to be 
demolished. 

 




