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1. Introduction 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide a schedule for the maintenance of the roads and footpaths for 
the development of proposed residential development at Accrington Road, Whalley. 

The highways are to be constructed in line with the approved drawings. Whilst the majority of the 
roads and footpaths within the site will remain private, this report will follow the Lancashire County 
Council ‘Highway Safety Inspection Policy’ (2023) as best as possible. 

It is the responsibility of the developer to maintain the roads and footpaths until the development is 
complete and the responsibilities are transferred to a reputable management company. 

The highways to remain private can be seen in Appendix A. 

2. Carriageway Hierarchy 
 

The carriageway and footways can be categorised as indicated in Lancashire County Council 
‘Highway Safety Inspection Policy’ (2023) and can be seen in the tables overleaf. 
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4. Safety Defect and Condition Definitions  
 

There are 4 types of defect categories that are described as follows: 

Emergency defects (Category E defects) 

Emergency Defects (“Cat E” or “E”), are those defects likely to create an immediate danger or 
serious inconvenience to the public and which therefore require immediate action:  

Emergency: Some defects are so serious that they require immediate attention. The inspector will be 
required to undertaken a Dynamic Risk Assessment and either make safe if the inspector deems it 
safe for him to do (with the equipment the team have available) or to telephone an agreed to 
request immediate action to make safe (Abbreviated as ‘E’). If a defect is deemed so serious as to be 
classified as an emergency the inspector must, remain at the site to guard against accident until 
relieved by the  response team. The inspector should be relieved within an hour and the defect 
made safe within two hours. 

Asset defects (Category A defects)  

Asset Defects (“Cat A” or “A”), are those defects likely to prevent use of the network and that will 
create a danger or serious inconvenience to the public. Such defects therefore require action as part 
of an asset management approach to maintaining the life of the asset. Asset Defects have a specific 
associated response time, depending on the degree of deficiency and the urban or rural location.  

 5 day: The defect must be repaired within five working days starting from close of work on 
the day of identification. (Abbreviated as ‘5D’) 

 20 day: The defect must be repaired within twenty working days starting from close of work 
on the day of identification. (Abbreviated as ‘20D’). 

Maintenance defect (Category M defects) 

Maintenance defects (“Cat M” or “M”) are defects which are not considered as requiring repair in 
order to maintain the use of the asset and are not Asset Defects (Cat A Defects) at the time of 
inspection as they fall below the investigation level requiring action to be taken. However, they may 
deteriorate to become Asset Defects and if repaired, would be beneficial to the network. As such, 
they should be identified, recorded and put forward for consideration for permanent repair through 
inclusion in the planned maintenance programme. Maintenance defects should be considered for 
permanent repair at the same time as Asset Defects where practical. 

Condition indicators and ratings (Category C defects) 

 Condition indicators (C) are other carriageway and footway defects which are not Asset Defects or 
Maintenance Defects. Condition indicators identify defects to the network which describe the 
condition of the network and are used to justify the condition rating (CR) of the network inspected. 
Condition indicators should be picked up at regular intervals along the inspected route identifying 
the worse sections of the network. After the section has been inspected the inspector should give an 
overall condition rating of the footway and carriageway inspected. Separate ratings for footway and 
carriageway should be given on a scale of 1 to 5. 1 being good and 5 being poor. The Condition rating 
together with other matrix will be used to identify future maintenance schemes. The condition 
rating informs the frequency of the next inspection. 
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5. Risk Assessment of Individual Defects 
 

The risk matrix table shown below should be used as a tool to assess the severity and risk attached 
to defects. 

 

Notes: - Risk is not specifically related to level of use - A large full width trip on a comparatively 
lightly used path/footway will expose all users to risk, but a trip of the same height on the same 
path/footway near one edge will not. The probability of an incident occurring depends on vehicular 
and pedestrian flows and defect locations. The potential severity of an incident depends on speeds, 
flows and type of road. 

6. Data to be Recorded 
 

The details that should be recorded for each inspection can be seen in the list below: 

 Road number/name 
 Inspectors name/initials 
 Date & time 
 Weather conditions 

Defect details to be recorded are as follows: 

 Chainage measurement of the defect from start of road 
 Cross sectional position (e.g. left footway, or right verge) 
 Description – brief description of the defect 
 Any depth/height/size information required 
 Repairs recommended 
 Any other comments 

Defects should be marked with spray paint to identify their location on the road or footpath, ready 
for repair. 

An example of measurable, non-measurable and maintenance defects can be found in Appendix B of 
this report. 
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