


 
 
 

4. A Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) was carried out using hammer tests and drill tests where appropriate. 
It was noted that the buttress root strength and development was most noticeable on the western and 
eastern side of the trees suggesting that the prevailing winds from the west had made the trees develop 
root strength to mitigate the chances of windthrow from the west.  There was no evidence of pathogens 
such as Kretchmaria deusta.  No evidence of past Root plate lift was found.  The epicormic growth 
around the base of the limes and overall vigour of the canopies was positive evidence of tree structural 
health. 

 
5. Tree canopy cover in the garden of 86 Whalley Road include tall trees and these together with the tree 

cover within W1 (shown on the plan) would help reduce the force of the prevailing westerly winds 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED WORKS 
  

1. It is accepted that Climate change includes a likelihood of more gusting winds and higher rainfall which 
characterizes the weather conditions likely to dominate in the coming years.  Extreme pruning strategies 
such as Pollarding can be counterproductive and result in branch failure and the creation of stress 
growth and increased wind exposure as well as amenity loss. 

 
2. A thinning of the upper third canopy of the trees by 10% removing branches at root junctions and 

avoiding stub cuts and creating cut diameters of less that 60mm will reduce the wind catch of the trees.   
As part of this process the overall height of the trees can be reduced by 3m.  This will reduce the lever 
arm of the tree and further reduce the likelihood of wind induced failure.  All works must meet the 
requirements of BS 3998 (2010)  

 
3. Work will have to take place after the end of Birds nesting season in September 2026. 
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