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From:
Sent: 02 July 2026 11:53
To: Planning
Subject: 3/2026/0356

 External Email 
This email originated from outside Ribble Valley Borough Council. Do NOT click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are sure the content within this email is safe. 
 
I object to the proposal of 77 houses on Hammond Ground Whalley road Read. 
Both St John’s and St Peter’s schools in Read and Simonstone are full. 
How are the Doctors and Dentists in Whalley and Padiham going to cope. 
There is already a huge new housing estate in Whalley. 
77 houses with 2 cars each exciting on to Whalley road a nightmare, it’s difficult already driving out of George Lane 
and Straits lane. More drivers will use Old Roman Road quite unsuitable. 
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From:
02 July 2026 11:52

To: Planning
Subject: 3/2026/0356

 External Email 
This email originated from outside Ribble Valley Borough Council. Do NOT click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are sure the content within this email is safe. 
 
Dear Sirs 
I would like to object to the proposed planning application on Hammond field which is purely motivated by 
corporate greed and will only necessitate more destruction of a natural habitat.The toxicity created by this building 
will devastate and destroy what little wildlife is left in this area and is deeply unpopular with the community 
currently living in Read.My family has lived in Read for  and over that time I have witnessed the decimation 
of nature ,the unnecessary felling of trees ,the unnatural gardening practices which have brought many foreign 
diseases into the area.England has the most decimated wildlife in Europe a staggering achievement.This building 
development would lead to greatly increased traffic on single track roads unsuitable for this volume of traffic.It is 
also sloping and once concreted and tarmac over would increase flooding. 
I hope for once you can honour the views of residents and not private profit. 
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From: Contact Centre (CRM) <contact@ribblevalley.gov.uk>
Sent: 29 June 2026 20:54
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 38441 FS-Case-852208684

  

 

  

 

Planning Application Reference No.: 38441 

Address of Development: Hammond ground , Read 

Comments: Increased traffic, pressure on schools, impact on village, rid of further large scale 
development projects, serious damage to the attractive countryside & landscape  
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From: Contact Centre (CRM) <contact@ribblevalley.gov.uk>
Sent: 29 June 2026 20:40
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0356 FS-Case-852201394

 

 

  

 

 Reference No.: 3/2026/0356 

Address of Development: Hammond Ground, Read 

Comments: The proposal of building 77 houses on this land is a really huge concern for me, my 
family and my fellow villagers. Firstly, this will seriously affect an already heavily congested road and 
major transport link connecting the Ribble Valley to Manchester and beyond. This worries me with 
having  at how dangerous and busy this road will get. There have been some 
serious incidents on this road in the last  and by putting more pressure on this 
already highly congested road and I can only see this getting worse! Leading on from this, 77 homes 
will create more pressure on the local schools, doctors and other necessary infrastructure which is 
already under a lot of pressure. Both my children’s classes are full at their school already!  
The village is home to stunning countryside and wildlife which will ultimately be damaged by these 
plans and completely destroy the countryside and our beautiful village that we all love so much. I 
worry about the future for  here and not having the safe village life which 
attracted us in the first place- when will the urbanisation of open space stop? Will this just create 
more opportunities for building and ultimately turn our village into a busy town?  
This land is a vital, historic green space in the village which must be protected! I really hope you 
consider my comments along with all my neighbours comments and protect our village.  
Thank you.  
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From: Contact Centre (CRM) <contact@ribblevalley.gov.uk>
Sent: 29 June 2026 20:32
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0356 FS-Case-852200145

 

 

  

 

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0356 

Address of Development: Hammond Ground, Whalley Road, Read 

Comments: Because the A671 serves as the primary eastern escape route for Ribble Valley 
commuters heading toward the M65 (Junction 8), Burnley, and Padiham, the villages of Read and 
Simonstone are bearing the brunt of gridlock from housing they did not build.The specific impacts on 
this stretch of the road include:1. Commuter "Funneling" and Peak-Hour TailbacksThe A671 through 
Read and Simonstone is a single-lane road in each direction with a 30mph speed limit.As hundreds of 
new residents from developments like Whalley Manor or Barrow's new estates head east toward the 
M65, they are funneled directly down Whalley Road.The Result: The morning (08:00–09:00) and 
evening (17:00–18:00) rushes now see severe bumper-to-bumper congestion stretching from the 
Simonstone Lane junction all the way back through Read village toward Whalley. Peak travel times 
through this short stretch have doubled over the last six years.2. High-Risk School Zones and 
Pedestrian SafetyThe A671 passes directly alongside Read St. John's Primary School.The sheer 
volume of commuter traffic, combined with local parents navigating the school run, has turned this 
specific section into a high-risk zone.Residents frequently report that the dense, continuous flow of 
cars makes crossing Whalley Road dangerous for young children, while parked cars along the main 
road further restrict visibility and squeeze the flow of traffic into tight bottlenecks.3. Increased "Rat-
Running" on Rural Side LanesAs the main A671 gridlocks, local drivers and commuters are 
increasingly using the narrow, winding lanes of Simonstone and Read to bypass the main road 
queue.Whins Lane and Simonstone Lane: Simonstone Parish Council has actively highlighted severe 
congestion on Whins Lane. Drivers use it as a shortcut to get to the Padiham/Burnley boundaries, 
despite it being a narrow country lane with blind bends and single-lane pinch points.Old Roman 
Road: Drivers similarly use this route to bypass Read village, causing safety concerns on roads 
entirely unsuited for heavy daily traffic.4. Over-Saturation from Local Infill PressuresWhile Read and 
Simonstone have historically had tightly drawn urban boundaries that prevented massive housing 
estates, the traffic growth from neighboring towns has made the local network highly sensitive. 
Current developer attempts to build infill housing—such as the highly contested 77-home proposal 
at Hammond Ground off Whalley Road—are being met with fierce community resistance. Local 
Ribble Valley Borough Council objection records show that residents feel adding even a small 
number of local cars onto the already saturated A671 is entirely unsustainable.5. Roadworks and 
Infrastructure WearThe surge in heavy traffic has rapidly deteriorated the road surface, leading to an 
increase in potholes and structural wear along the main village thoroughfare. Consequently, 
Lancashire County Council has had to implement frequent road closures and temporary traffic 
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signals for resurfacing and utility works (such as the major Whalley Road/Padiham boundary 
closures). Because the A671 is the sole artery through the villages, these works regularly paralyze 
local transit and force massive 12-mile diversions for residents. 
 
With an added 77 more houses will naturally increase the volume of traffic on the A671.  
During the last 3 years we have had at least 4 water cuts adding more house only increases the 
pressure on an aging water network.  
The average house price in Read and Simonstone is approximately £300,000.00, the average house 
prices of new builds in Whalley Barrow and Clitheroe is £320,000.00 this makes me believe that the 
house to be built will be more than the average price and local residents interested in a new house if 
built will not be able to afford this. 
These houses will no doubt damage the nature of the villages of Read and Simonstone but also 
damage wildlife. 
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From: Contact Centre (CRM) <contact@ribblevalley.gov.uk>
Sent: 29 June 2026 20:30
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0356 FS-Case-852203420

 

 

  

 

Planning Application Reference No.: 3/2026/0356 

Address of Development: Hammond Ground, Read 

Comments: I would like to object to the above development because of the increase of traffic 
through the village and also there will be no infrastructure in place to accommodate more families 
that may need childcare, education and health services. 



The Chief r 
 

 
Clitheroe 
BB7 2RA 
By Email:   
 
28th June 2026 
 
Re: Planning reference No.  3/2026/0356 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am the  

   
Along 

preserve the history and heritage of the  and also understand its 
ide, the Huntroyde estate 

  
 

 
 

a)  and elsewhere in the planning statement “The land 
 

 

entitled “Front F

d are intended to be pastural.  
I draw your attention to the attached appendix 1 - 

this out in substantial detail 
 

b) The 
Gound to the Read Hall estate to 
Hall the 

 The 
Please refer 



to Appendix 2 th . 
Appendix 3  -

 
 

arranged to be viewed from the top 
a viewpoint from 

.  The 
main path in the grounds of Read Hall from the house leads straight to this point 

.  
d) A previous owner sing was 

built along Hammond Drive and George Lane 
original shape of this part of the estate - - and the 

row of houses on the eastern edge as opposed to just George lane and the 
houses on the eastern side at the time. 

 
I am passionate about preserving the heritage of this beautiful area, long derided as 
post-

e 

 

never be reinstated. 
 

 
 
Yours faithfully 
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From: Contact Centre (CRM) <contact@ribblevalley.gov.uk>
Sent: 02 July 2026 14:17
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application Comments - 3/2026/0356 FS-Case-853227947

  

  

 

 

 

Address of Development: Hammond ground  

Comments: I object & am very concerned at the planning application to build 80 homes on 
Hammond Ground in Read. I regularly drive through the village in rush hours & Whalley Road is 
extremely busy. With regular traffic’s jams, delays & long queues.  
As a  I worry what impact another 160 cars (2/household) could have 
on school traffic in & out of Read. With no local shops etc in the village, a limited bus service & no 
other public transport links - the majority of residents here would drive.  
In addition there are very limited public services in Read which puts further pressure on services in 
Padiham which are accessed by the residents of Read. Padiham group practice (doctors) is over 
subscribed & it’s impossible to get an appointment. There are no nursery’s in Read & the good ones in 
Padiham now have a 9 month waiting list.  
And capacity of secondary schools in the ribble valley are already under the strain of the multitude of 
developments that have happened in Barrow, Whalley & Clitheroe over recent years. Leaving children 
from wider areas of the ribble valley (including read) with Accrington & Burnley secondary 
placements - with low performance records.  
Urbanisation of a ‘village’ & open landscape without any infrastructure to properly support the 
residents is reckless & impacts all surrounding local areas & residents.  
Furthermore the impact to the local countryside & historic landscape around Read Hall is irreparable. 
And only opens the doors to further developments. Directly impacting the ‘draw’ of the ‘ribble valley’. 
Which is now becoming a ‘sea’ of new build estates with villages merging into one another. Having 
grown up in the ribble valley I was costed out of the area - and now live in Padiham. These expensive, 
low quality houses don’t do anything to support the existing local residents of the ribble valley - but 
only draw more outsiders in.  




