Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: AD/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2004/0532/P LISTED BUILDING CONSENT

	Development Proposed:
	PROVISION OF GLASS LIFT TO SOUTH FRONTS CENTRAL STAIRCASE. NEW STAIRCASE AND PLATFORM LIFT TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO DORM NO 1.  PROVISION OF EXTENDED MEZZANINE FLOOR TO CREATE FLAT AND TRUNK ROOM AT STONYHURST COLLEGE, HURST GREEN, CLITHEROE

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – Aighton Bailey & Chaigley PC have no objections to this proposal.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	English Heritage – Have commented upon the level of information provided and suggested amendments to the proposals.  See correspondence dated 29.6.04, 27.7.04, and site meeting 15.10.04.  Copy letter of 16.11.04 confirms that English Heritage now very content with the proposals for the Infirmary and for Dormitories 1, 2 and 4.

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings – Do not wish to comment.

Ancient Monument Society – Initially commented that these proposals appear to be part of a strategy for works to meet disabled access requirements throughout the college.  Is there an access audit or a strategy document against which these individual applications can be tested?  If not, then they may appear to be somewhat ad hoc solutions to an immediate problem, rather than part of a clear vision for how the college can meet new demands.

As far as the application in the Dunn and Hanson block is concerned, no objection in principle to a glass lift in the well of the main staircase.  If appropriately detailed, this could be an interesting addition and the least destructive of historic fabric, but object to the access into dormitory 1 where the three new arched openings, staircase and chairlift all seem rather clumsily handled.  The drawings are also unclear about the space to which this new stair and chairlift will give access.  The “as existing” drawing (4945.L46A) suggests that dormitory 1 retains its cubicles but that all the other drawings show this space as study desks and relaxation areas half under a mezzanine.  Does this already exist?  Is this change from dormitory part of a strategy for reorganising accommodation in the school of which the disabled access needs are only part?

In respect of the revised drawings and copy of English Heritage’s letter of 16.11.04 – content with the revised proposals.

Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings.

Lancashire Structure Plan Policy 22A.

	COMMENTS/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	South Fronts is part of the Grade 1 listing of Stonyhurst College and “was begun in 1877 to designs by Dunn and Hanson in an English Renaissance style” (list description).

Listed building consent is sought for a glass lift within the well of the central staircase.  The agent states (28.7.04) that details of the appearance of the lift will be provided following project tender.

It is also proposed to remodel the access to dormitory 1 from the central staircase landing.  This is to include a new platform lift.  Following site discussion with English Heritage, proposals for a revised treatment of this interface have been received.  The application also seeks listed building consent to provide an extended mezzanine floor to create a flat and a trunk room above the existing wash rooms adjoining the central staircase landing.  This work has already been implemented. 

 I am mindful of the comments of English Heritage and the Ancient Monuments Society in respect to the revised scheme and would recommend that listed building consent be granted.

If the Borough Council wishes to grant Listed Building Consent for these proposals it will first be necessary to notify the Secretary of State (Government Office North West) of this decision.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has an acceptable impact upon the character of the listed building.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional Listed building Consent be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














