Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: MO/MN

	Application No: 
	3/2004/0793/P

	Development Proposed:
	CHANGE OF USE FROM A SUB POST OFFICE (A1) TO OFFICE USE FOR CARERS LINK (A2) AT 38 WHALLEY ROAD, CLITHEROE 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Highways Engineer) - No objections



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy EMP5 - Office Uses.



	COMMENTS/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Planning permission is sought for the change of use of a mid terraced property from a post office (now defunct) to office use as a Carers Link.  The new use would widen accessibility to services provided by Carers Link for Ribble Valley carers as well as providing a base for identifying and offering support for ‘hidden carers’.  Currently the nearest carers link is in Accrington.  No external alterations are proposed to the building in this application and the primary consideration is, therefore, the effect of the change of use on the amenities of the area.

The facility will clearly have social benefits for the district and is to be welcomed for this reason.  It is envisaged that less activity will occur as a result of the proposed use, in terms of traffic generation due to visiting customers, than with the present retail use.  It is partly for this reason that the proposal is acceptable in relation to highway safety.  The application building is adjacent to shops on either side and these should not be significantly affected by the proposed use.

It is for these reasons that a favourable recommendation is appropriate.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity or highway safety nor would it have an adverse visual impact.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 13 SEPTEMBER 2004 














