Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/MN

	Application No: 
	3/2004/0960/P

	Development Proposed:
	REPLACE EXISTING (8FT) GATE WITH ONE MEASURING 3.65M (12FT) AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH, WADDINGTON

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents and Statutory Advertisement

	No observations or representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	An area known as The Croft lies to the south of St Helen’s Church and its churchyard in Waddington.  The entrance to the land, which is usually let to a local farmer for grazing purposes, is at the junction of Edisford Road and Twitter Lane.

Whilst work on the bridges in the village has been taking place, the Church has allowed The Croft to be used as a temporary car park.  As part of this work the existing gateway and a length of hedge have been removed to widen the entrance to allow access for incoming and outgoing traffic.  Once the bridge work is complete, the car park will be removed, The Croft reseeded, and the hedge and gateway restored.  The Church considers, however, that it would be beneficial for the gate to be increased from its original 8ft wide to 12ft (3.65m) wide.  They say that this would provide easier access for a Landrover and trailer to turn into The Croft; and also, when The Croft is used for parking during the Church’s May Fair, access would be improved.

Permission is, therefore, sought for the increase in the width of the gateway from 8ft to 12ft (3.65m).

The County Highway Engineer has no objections to the proposal from the point of view of highway safety.  The existing temporary access, which is in excess of 3.65m wide, does not, in my opinion, have any detrimental effects on the appearance of the Conservation Area.  Therefore, I can see no objections to the proposal.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant visual impact on the setting of the Conservation Area, nor would it have any detrimental effects on highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 28 OCTOBER 2004 














