
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2005/0020/P

	Development Proposed:
	RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR STATIC INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED POSTER BOX ADVERT DISPLAYS AT ST MARY’S CENTRE, CHURCH STREET, CLITHEROE 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	Three letters have been received from nearby residents who object to the signs on the grounds that they are of an inappropriate design and are therefore detrimental to the appearance and character of the building itself, the numerous listed buildings in the immediate vicinity and the Conservation Area.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Policies G1 and ENV16 – detriment to the appearance and character of the building itself and the Conservation Area. 



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the St Mary’s Centre, a former church hall which is of stone and slate construction, and is of ecclesiastical design with an arched entrance door and arched topped windows which have a definite vertical emphasis and feature stone heads, sills and jambs.

Firstly, advertisement consent is sought retrospectively for two illuminated poster display boxes which have been erected on either side of the entrance door.  They are of aluminium or steel construction with a silver coloured finish.  They are of standard rectangular shape measuring approximately 1m wide x 0.8m high (I understand that this is the standard size required to display the film posters).  Both signs are positioned such that they obscure part of the window jambs.  This is unavoidable if the signs are to be of this width and positioned on each side of the door.  Wider gaps exist, however, between the windows to both sides, but further away from the door.  In short, the modern design and materials of the poster boxes and their precise positioning pay no regard to the character and appearance of the building itself or the Conservation Area in general.  

PTO

Permission is also sought for an un-illuminated poster box of the same size, design and materials, to be affixed to the stone wall on York Street adjoining the steps which link York Street to Church Street.  I consider that this would represent a further inappropriate feature in the Conservation Area.  I also consider that any consent for a sign so far away from the entrance to the cinema would set an unfortunate precedent for other signs which were separate from the business or facility to which they relate.  This would be to the further detriment of the appearance of the Conservation Area.  

For these reasons, I consider that advertisement consent should be refused for all three signs.



	RECOMMENDATION: That advertisement consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 1 MARCH 2005





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














