Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/MN

	Application No: 
	3/2005/0100/P

	Development Proposed:
	Creation of golf buggy track at Mytton Fold Farm Hotel Golf Complex, Whalley Road, Langho

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections in principle but the Council would suggest that the material used is as environmentally sensitive as possible and softened at the edges.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Agency - No objections subject to certain technical requirements relating to any works affecting a water course.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV4 - Green Belt.

Policy RT11 - Sporting Facilities.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the existing golf course at Mytton Fold Farm Hotel.  Permission is sought for a 2m wide tarmacadam surfaced buggy track serving all 18 holes of the course.  The route of the track takes best possible advantage of the screening provided by existing trees and hedges, whilst remaining close enough to all of the tees, fairways and greens.  

In a covering letter, the agent says that the purpose of the track is twofold.  Firstly, it is required to make the course more accessible to less able bodied golfers in line with the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act.  Secondly, the buggies tend to be used more on corporate days, but there are many instances when they cannot be used because wet weather has resulted in unsuitable ground conditions.  This has a negative effect on the overall trade and usage of the course.  

In order to be usable in all weather conditions, the track must be a solid, bound surface, as opposed to any loose hard surface such as shale.  The applicants have specified tarmacadam.  Whilst the track would not be clearly visible within the wider landscape, and would only really be viewed by people using the golf course and the public footpaths which cross it, I still consider that standard black tarmac would be inappropriate, and that it should be given either a green or brown stain.  Subject to a condition that the precise colour of the tarmac be submitted for approval, I consider the proposal to be acceptable and in accordance with the relevant policies of the Local Plan.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would have no seriously detrimental effects on the visual amenities of the locality.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 15 APRIL 2005 














