Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2005/0392/P

	Development Proposed:
	New track for tractor ride at Bowland Wild Boar Park, Bowland-with-Leagram

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – After a site visit and a discussion there was found to be no objections to this project.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environmental Health Officer – Has commented that there are no objections to the proposal subject to compliance with the Health and Safety at Work Etc 1974.  In addition to this he says that the applicant must carry out a risk assessment to adequately separate pedestrians from vehicles and the applicant should contact the Environmental Health Department at an early  stage to discuss this matter.  (These comments were brought to the attention of the applicant in a letter dated 13 May 2005).



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received. (No nearby residents were formally notified of this application as there are none close enough to be affected by the proposal. 



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy RT1 - General Recreation and Tourism Policy.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/

RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to a proposed improvement of one of the existing activities at this tourist attraction.


The existing tractor ride is fairly short in length and uses existing tracks within the main part of the park.  These tracks are also used by visitors viewing the various animals and also pass alongside the children’s play ground.  This is clearly not ideal from the point of view of the attractiveness of this particular facility (due to its short length) or with regards to safety issues.

Permission is therefore sought for a new track for the tractor ride.  This will start close to the existing car park but will then go away from the main attractions of the park.  For the first part of its route it will use an existing footpath, which will need to be widened in places.  It will then pass into an area which has recently been planted with trees.  This part of the route will require some young trees to be removed.  The Countryside Officer has no objections to the proposal and would not even require a condition concerning replacement planting, as this area of young trees would require thinning at some stage in any event.  A turning circle would be formed within this area of young trees and then the same route would be followed back to the car park.

It is stated that the tracks will have a gravel finish.  As the whole of the route will be within trees, the proposal will have only a minimal, if any, effect on the appearance of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  At both ends of the route, it is indicated on the submitted plans that staging will be constructed to facilitate access to the tractor ride by disabled persons, but no details of these structures have been provided.  Whilst I do not consider that they will have any harmful effects on the locality, I still consider that a condition requiring the submission of details for approval would be advisable.  I can see no objections to the proposal subject to such a condition.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal will improve an existing tourist facility without serious detriment to the appearance and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 16 MAY 05














