Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: MO/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2005/0493/P

	
	AGRICULTURAL SLURRY STORAGE TANK AT DOCKBER LAITHE FARM, SAWLEY

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (Rural Estates) – The scale of the development is necessary for the purposes of agriculture within the unit.  The options of siting the scale of development proposed are limited owing to land profiles and land ownership.  I feel the proposed site is appropriate when taking these issues into consideration.  I consider that there is an agricultural justification for the proposed development.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy SPG – “Agricultural Buildings and Roads”



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This planning application seeks planning permission for a circular slurry storage tank to the south east of the main farm complex.  The current slurry storage tank has a very limited capacity.  The proposal would be 18.9m in diameter and 4.57m in height.  A steel structure, it will be sited upon a concrete base and painted green to minimise its visual impact.  Three other planning applications have been submitted at Dockber Laithe for agricultural buildings (3/2005/0494, 0495, 0496) and the slurry storage tank would be sited immediately adjacent to these buildings.  Whilst there is likely to be some visual impact on the AONB, the Rural Estates Surveyor has found that there is justification for the scale and siting of the proposal.  The proposal is to be situated a sufficient distance away from the nearest residential properties, Dockber Cottages (260m to the west of the proposal).

In summary, I consider that the proposal is justified for the agricultural requirements of the holding and I therefore recommend accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its design, size and location would not result in visual detriment to the surrounding countryside, nor would its use have an adverse impact on highway safety.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 10 JUNE 2005














