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Proposed new farmyard, wind turbine, buildings and access.

Cow Ark Farm, Cow Ark, Clitheroe. Application 2005/0598

Dear Mr Stanton

With regard to the above proposals, as requested I have visited the site again since the building locations were pegged out, and have to say that I did find it helpful. The pegs (which I understand relate to buildings reduced in width by approx 1.5 m from those shown on the drawings) do nothing to alleviate my concerns, and I have the following observations to make.

Trees and shrubs.

Having seen the relationship with the existing trees and shrubs on the field boundaries to east and west, I fully support the observations of our countryside officer that the proximity of the buildings as proposed will probably result in substantial root loss affecting tree vigour and stability, and together with ground compaction this may be expected to have significant impact to an extent that tree loss can be expected.

In this A.O.N.B the unnecessary loss of mature trees is to be discouraged, and the siting of the buildings in relation to the existing trees is therefore unacceptable.

Levels

Any revised plans should show contours at 1m intervals on the proposed layout, to assist me with the difficulty I am having in understanding the plans and elevations/sections in some areas, particularly in relation to the eastern building and the north east area of yard. An indication of the extent of the different hard surfaces would also be of assistance.

Walls and Bridge

I note from your covering letter that you no longer propose any work to boundary walls other than repairs, and I therefore ask that all references to the renewal of walling be deleted from the drawings, and that similar steps be taken in relation to references to a new bridge. I would observe, in passing, that any alterations to walls around the listed farmhouse would require planning consent.

I look forward to your observations and hope that you will now take significant steps to amend the siting of the buildings in order to avoid any risk to the trees on the existing field boundaries.

Yours sincerely

Peter Hancock

IWA Architects
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