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Peter Hancock

01200 414571

peter.hancock@ribblevalley.gov.uk

PH/

7 November 2005

Single storey Rear Extension. Willow Barn, Greenhalgh Farm, Sawley

Application 2005/0856

Dear Sir

With regard to the above application and your letter dated 3 November 2005 I have to say that chance was not a factor in your receipt of a neighbour consultation letter. As the case officer I had been forewarned by our administrative staff that there may be properties affected by the proposals which did not appear on our address list, and upon which notice had not been served.

During the course of my site inspection I was therefore intending to identify such property, with a view to sending the necessary letter. As luck would have it, your wife was in the garden, and I took the opportunity to show her the drawing, explain the extent of the proposal and hand her a spare copy of the neighbour letter sent out to previously identified property. I advised your wife that the date of the letter could be ignored, and that I would allow 21 days for response. I amended our database upon return to the office, to ensure no decision was taken within that period.

Although I do appreciate that the availability of drawings during office hours is limited, most people are able to make some arrangement to view within 21 days if they place high importance on doing so. In the near future it is intended that the recently introduced facility to view major applications over the internet will be extended to all applications, and this will improve the situation for some.

With regard to the substantive points you raise about the application iself, a copy of a south elevation drawing has been requested, and I will advise you when it is received. In the meantime I would observe that party wall issues are not planning matters, and neither are restrictive covenants. This is because the grant of planning permission does not affect your rights either as a landowner, or as the benificiary of a covenant.

Yours faithfully

Peter Hancock
Mr A King
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