RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL


COLIN SHARPE

01200 414500

colin.sharpe@ribblevalley.gov.uk

CS/EL/3/2005/1008/P

30 January 2006

Dear Mr Cooper

TIPPING OF INERT WASTE AT MOORGATE FARM, MOORGATE LANE, DINCKLEY

PLANNING APPLICATION 3/2005/1008/P

I refer to the above mentioned planning application and would inform you that the application has been considered under the Borough Council's delegated procedures.  

I apologise for the lateness of these comments, but this is partly influenced by our recent telephone conversations in which it appears that the County Council’s views in relation to the effect of this application on the local landscape appear to have changed in recent days.

I consider there to be two main issues in the consideration of this application as follows:

1.
The impact of the proposal on the local landscape.

2.
The impact of the actual activity (ie vehicle movements, noise etc) on the amenities of local residents.

With regards to the first issue, I understand that your landscape specialist (having originally recommended refusal of the application) now considers the proposal to be acceptable subject to the deletion of tipping area No 3 from the proposal, and the reinstatement of a length of hedgerow.    In the screening opinion under the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 1999, you say (ie Lancashire County Council says) that the site is not within any areas designated as being of landscape or ecological value; that it is within the open countryside; and that it is not considered that the development would have any significant adverse impacts to warrant an Environmental Impact Assessment.  With regards to the impact on the landscape, the Borough Council does not consider that the infilling of the hollows would have any significant effect on the landscape sufficient to represent a sustainable reason for refusal of the application.  On this issue, the Borough Council raises no objections to the proposal subject to any conditions which the County Council's landscape specialist deems to the appropriate.  

With regards to the second issue, I am aware of the concerns of at least one local resident about the effects of any increase in vehicle movement on the local highway network upon, firstly, highway safety and, secondly, the living conditions of local residents.

You say in your screening opinion that the proposal would not cause any significant environmental impact, and that any potential impacts can be controlled through planning conditions on vehicle movements.  The Borough Council would ask that, in reaching its decision on this application, the County Council pays full regard to any objections which it has received from local residents, and is satisfied that any conditions concerning control of vehicle movements are enforceable (and comply with the requirements of Circular 11/95).  

Please accept the above comments as the Borough Council's observations on this application.  

I look forward to receiving a copy of the formal decision notice when available.

Yours sincerely

On behalf of the Director of Development Services 

Mr R Cooper
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